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Spring is when
things start to grow

With the right financial foundations in place,
you'll have the clarity and confidence to make
better decisions and grow your business.

Scan to book ;EJ;&,..,
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EDITORIAL

Dear Aeadenr

During the last week of April, | was again
interviewed on BBC Radio Wiltshire by Sue Davies
who always asks what | love about Highworth. I'm
always struck by the sense of community here, the
kindness and approachability of people - that small
town place with a friendly village feel.

And one of the other things | love most about living in
Highworth are the community events! The town
calendar is always dancing with occasions such as the
Jazz Festival, the May Day Festival, Wrde Up and even
the fireworks later on in the year, not to mention the
regular clubs and groups.

This month we see the return of Highworth's Art and
Literature Festival where we get to feast on all manner
of cultural delights. From workshops for budding
authors to story writing competitions, art exhibitions,
an open mic night for poets, and a puppet-making
workshop for children. There’s no end of goings-on for
you to enjoy. And if you don't think you're particular
bookish, there are free art exhibitions for you to visit as
well as an exhibition by the Highworth Historical
Society. Read more about it on page 22.
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HIGHWORTH FORGET-ME-NOT
MEMORY CAFE

WEDNESDAY 24™ JUNE 2026, 2-4PM

We welcome
Westrop School Choir
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HIGHWORTH COMMUNITY CENTRE
I8 THE DORMERS SN6 7PQ «

s www.highworthforgetmenot.org

Yr info@highworthforgetmenot.org .
07771853337

Transport 07727063089
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The power of community truly
shines when people come
together — neighbours, colleagues,
schools and local groups - to
collaborate and support one
another. Shared experiences and
mutual efforts create lasting w0
bonds, strengthen trust and inspire & P

a sense of belonging that lifts o -
everyone up. Whether organising events, volunteering,
or simply lending a helping hand, working alongside
others reminds us that together we can achieve far
more than we could alone.

We need you. If you live here you're part of us. Don't
be isolated, get involved. And if you don’t know
how to get involved, just get in touch with me
(editor@highworthlink.co.uk) and I'll help you find
something that’s just right for you. Together we

are stronger.
GQE__

8 ‘l/}ﬁ% Visit Highworth

Book a one hour guided tour of Highworth's historic High
Street and Market Place. Discover the history of many of the
buildings and the people who lived in them.

Plus the occasional ghost.

Email: info@visithighworth.co.uk | WEB: visithighworth,co.uk

VHL shop open Tues - Fri 10am to 3pm and Sat 9am to 2pm

Front cover image: Photo courtesy of Pauline Godwin taken at the May Day Festival 2026

www.highworthlink.co.uk 3



FIRST THOUGHTS

A Beautiful Game?

This June marks the start of the FIFA World Cup
2026, hosted across Mexico, Canada and the
United States. Over six weeks, 48 teams - including
Scotland and England - will compete for the title
of world champions.

The sport does not always enjoy the best reputation.
Criticism is sometimes aimed at the growing
commercialisation of the game, as well as the
behaviour of a small minority of supporters who use
football as an excuse for violence. Yet these issues
should not overshadow the reality that millions of
people engage with football positively. For many, it
is a source of joy, identity and shared experience,
especially during a World Cup year when whole
communities and nations seem to come together.

Football’s unique strength lies in its universality.
Whether it's played in Buenos Aires, Birmingham or
Budapest, the same basic principles apply: A ball, a
patch of ground, and a willingness to play Are all that
is needed. Because of this, football has the power to
transcend borders, languages and cultures. It can
foster friendships, build understanding, and even

serve as a tool for education
and development in
communities around

the world.

In a year when division and
unrest often dominate the
headlines, events like the
World Cup offer a different
perspective. They remind us
of what can be achieved
when people unite around a
common purpose, celebrating
skill, teamwork, and fair play.

The Bible teaches that every person is made in the
image of God - a truth that gives each of us inherent
dignity and worth. As the world gathers to watch
and participate in this global celebration, there is

an opportunity to recognise and celebrate that
shared humanity.

Rev. lan Mead, Methodist Minister for
Highworth and Shrivenham

Teams Come Together for Barra Play Area

Highworth Town Council would like to extend its
sincere thanks to Highworth Town Football Club for
their generous donation of football goals to the
Barra Play Area.

Following feedback from residents and young people,
the installation of goals was identified as a key
addition that would help complete the space and
enhance opportunities for informal play. The new
goals are already proving popular and are helping to
make the play area an even more valued community
asset for local families.

"';a bB;UNCleI?\Nd
toddler

5¢. Leonard's
Church, Blunsden

small and friendly group
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With the imminent development of the new 3G facility
at the senior football club site, the Club was keen to
leave a lasting legacy and give something back to the
community through this donation.

The Council would also like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to Austen Dawson, who have recently relocated
their office to the High Street, for installing the goals.
We warmly welcome them to the High Street and
thank them for their support.

Rohan Haines, Chairman of Highworth Town Football
Club said, ‘With the new 3G facility progressing, we
wanted to ensure we left something behind for the
wider community. Donating these goals to Barra Play
Area felt like a meaningful way to give something
back and support local young people!

This project is a wonderful example of what can be
achieved when local organisations and businesses
come together. It truly reflects the strong community
spirit in Highworth and what we can achieve when we
work collaboratively for the benefit of our residents.

4 www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

Cycle for Limitless with the Rotary Cyclothon

Enter our Cyclothon and raise funds for Limitless, a
charity creating cycling opportunities for disabled
people in our area. We are inviting all cyclists and
their families to get on their bikes and take partin
our first-ever Rotary Cyclothon on Sunday 26 July at
Moredon Sporting Hub in Swindon.

Designed as a relaxed, community event rather than a
competitive race, the Cyclothon offers a safe way for
people to take part at their own pace while supporting
alocal cause. The overall aim is to raise funds for
Limitless. There’s no entry free but each participant is
asked to raise at least £25 in sponsorship. It's on the
1.2km tarmac cycling track at Moredon Hub which
gives riders a controlled, traffic-free

environment away from busy roads.

It's completely free to enter but we do ask
that every entrant collects at least £25
sponsorship. But don't stop at £25! Gain as

Success for Scarecrow Trail

Thank you to the community and businesses of
Highworth for their support for yet another
successful scarecrow trail.

This year’s trail has raised £657 which will benefit the
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts of 1st Highworth Group.
After many years, we remain appreciative of The
Saracens, Visit Highworth and Allen & Harris for their
continued support selling our booklets, and other
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much sponsorship as At

possible from your Rota ry ;‘:
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families, friends and .
colleagues Swindon North
’ & Thamesdown
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There are four sessions,

each one planned to suit different riders, including
dedicated family and adult slots linked to Limitless,
plus open sessions for anyone who wants to ride.
Entrants can book more than one if they wish.

Participants are welcome to bring their own bikes but
a limited number of standard and adapted bikes will
be available to borrow for those who don't have one.

To find out more and to enter, scan the QR
code and complete the online entry form.
Sponsorship can be collected online — that’s

"'—w-' by far the best way to do it.

Ken Winslow

businesses on the High Street
for providing a great resource
of windows for display.

This year we have been able

O~
1%
to award three prizes which

Scouts
were generously donated by

The Highworth, Weigh It Up and Chloes. We received a
great number of returned trail booklets which were
printed by Print Clever. Did you notice

1st Place - Scarecrow number 28 - Hungry Hippos

www.highworthlink.co.uk

the wonderful new map that Visit
Highworth kindly allowed us to use? The
top prize was awarded to the most
correct answers and the other two prizes
were gifted to the two scarecrows voted
most popular by you.

The winning scarecrow this year was
Hungry Hippos but lots of votes went to
Hook, The Haunted House and the
Humpback Whale. In opting for the title
Things beginning with the letter H we
really did get a wide-ranging selection
of creativity.

2 We'll return with more scarecrows for
§ Easter 2027.

Nora Enderby, 1st Highworth Scouts



COMMUNITY

Visit Highworth

Following the success of Neil George’s
exhibition in April and Anne Hughes in May,
Artist of the Month for June will be
Christine Purdy. A self-taught artist,
originally from Lancashire, Christine has
lived in Highworth for over thirty years.

Christine loves colour which is reflected in her
work, giving her paintings a slightly quirky
edge. Her work is mainly in watercolour and
acrylic but she loves to diversify with other
mediums.

As you may know, Visit Highworth is entirely
self-funded thanks to the generosity of some
local Highworthians, commission on sales in
the visitor’s centre, workshops and our fundraising
events. Itis also run by a dedicated team of volunteers.
If you would like to join our friendly team, please drop
us an email to info@visithighworth.co.uk or call in and

4 N\

Windrush Reflexology
THE POWER OF TOUCH

Hello, I'm Mandy and | am a qualified
reflexologist, | love my work and people
are often curious when | describe what |
do. By applying pressure, manipulation
and gentle massage to reflexes on the
feet, | can help rebalance and relax the
whole body. Below are ten reasons why
reflexology is such an effective treatment.

1. Reflexology is proven to reduce stress.

2. Improves poor sleep.

3. Stimulates circulatory system, distributing necessary
nutrients and oxygen around the body.

4. Gentle massage encourages lymphatic circulation, eliminating
waste and supporting immunity.

5. Pleasurable touch releases feel good endorphins, supporting
positive wellbeing.

6. Precise pressure stimulates the central nervous system
supporting pain perception.

7. Aids hormonal re-balance.

8. A tailored holistic treatment, focusing on individual emotional,
physical and lifestyle aspects.

9. Acalming experience allowing time to recharge.

10. A safe and non- invasive treatment, suitable for men
and woman of all ages and most conditions.

No need to travel, treatments are done in your home. All times and days
considered. All new clients receive a 10% discount on their first treatment.

For appointments and enquires please text/call or e-mail Mandy.

07759449000

windrushreflexology@outlook.com
\_ www.windrushreflexology.co.uk 2

chat to one of our volunteers on the front desk.

We also have supporters forms for anyone
wishing to make a regular financial
contribution or one off donation.

There's still time to purchase tickets for the

Highworth Arts and Literature Festival. Full
details and booking through
www.visithighworth.co.uk or scan the QR code
to go directly to bookings.

A fundraising gig, more Meet the Maker
sessions and, in 2027, a celebration of 50 years
since the ABBA fan club was formed in
Highworth, are still to come.

We look forward to seeing you and please check our
website for our own and other local events.

lona Sadler, Chair

South Marston
Gardening Club

Come and join the South Marston Gardening Club.
It's a wonderful way to unwind and enjoy a relaxed
evening while meeting like-minded friends.

Each session includes refreshments and an optional
raffle. Membership is just £15 per year, or you're very
welcome to attend individual events for £5 on the
door. We'd love to see you there!

On Monday 1 June we'll be holding a plant sale at
South Marston Village Hall, SN3 4SH. Open from
7:30pm to 8:30pm there will be all kinds of plants to
brighten up your home, garden or allotment. Plants
will include: annuals; perennials; herbs; fruit plants;
vegetable plants; house plants, and ready-to-show
potted flower tubs. Chat with friendly club
members, pick up growing tips and enjoy a relaxed,
social evening. Why not make an evening of it and
enjoy homemade cakes and a cuppa while you
browse and chat. Top tip: Bring bags or boxes to
carry your plants home! This is a cash only event
and entry is free.

For more information contact 07789 068340 or
angelanewton01@gmail.com.

Angela Newton

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Part of the Coach Travel Group
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BROCHURE
TODAY
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Est. 1848
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COMMUNITY

Forget-Me-Not in the Wild West

The Mayor’s Country and Western Party on
Sunday 26 April was a great success,
bringing the community together for an
afternoon full of fun, laughter, and a true
taste of the Wild West.

Guests arrived in fantastic costumes, from
cowboy boots and hats to full Western-inspired
outfits, setting the tone for a lively and colourful
event. The atmosphere was vibrant from the start with
a full house.

Live music was generously provided by Kelly Sings
Country, who kept the crowd entertained
throughout with a brilliant set that had many up on
their feet. The dance floor stayed busy all afternoon,
with guests enjoying both freestyle dancing and
enthusiastic line dancing.

Adding to the occasion, Domino’s kindly donated
delicious pizzas, and ice cream was served afterwards.

Royal Army : :“"e E""‘J'Fnd
- day - Fri
Chaplains’ Museum - 0 Y

13:30-17:00

A raffle also took place, raising
additional funds.

Events like this wouldn't be possible
without our volunteers, whose hard work
ensured that everything ran smoothly.

A special thank you goes to Julie Murphy, the
Mayor of Highworth and her dedicated team for
organising such a wonderful event as part of her
annual fundraising efforts in support of her chosen
charity, Highworth Forget-Me-Not. Her commitment
to the cause and the generosity and community

spirit shown by everyone involved, made the day
truly memorable.

Thank you to all who contributed - performer,
sponsors, volunteers and everyone who attended - for
making it such a special occasion.

Annamaria Marone-Kiss, Activity Coordinator

A fun, safe space designed for your little ones (0-4s)
to play and explore whilst you enjoy the service!

Join us at 18:38am for church together first!
Contact Meathar Wilson heather @highworthcomminitycuirchorg

¥ g
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Outside is Where we Belong
Jane Faulkes, Highworth Holistic Centre

I have just returned from walking
157 miles from Canterbury along the
North Downs Way to Farnham, then
up country to the Uffington White
Horse over the course of nine days.
It's been one of the most uplifting,
challenging, extraordinary and

fun things that | have doneina

long time.

| wanted to find out if | could actually
walk for between 15 and 20 miles
each day, carrying my rucksack. It's
surprising how much clobber you
need to take with you considering how the weather
can be and how few shops are along the way. | also
wanted to see what changes | would see in my middle
aged body for all that walking. Not least, | had
discovered that the Kent chalklands are actually
continuous, so it's a sort of home-from-homein a
geological sense. | wanted to see what it’s like there
compared to here.

Well, pretty much all along the way | saw great drifts of
cowslips, bluebells in abundance, blackthorn and
hawthorns, beech woods, willow coppices, juniper
trees, vineyards, apple orchards and quarries. | also
saw butterflies, foxes, birds upon birds and several
different breeds of deer. | was immensely cheered by
the number of areas protected for bats, birds
mammals and invertebrates, and the habitats that
sustain them. It's not just hilltops and ancient
woodlands; there are quarries and postindustrial areas

that have been colonized by wildlife
and are now protected. On the other
hand, it was virtually impossible for
quite a lot of the route to be out of
earshot of motorways.

In our everyday lives it can be easy to
forget how much we are surrounded
by nature, that we are part of the
natural world and depend upon
biodiversity for our very existence. The
things that wild things need we need
too: space, clean air, water, light and
dark, and exercise. We are part of the
same systems, and | believe that spending time
moving in the open natural world is so important to us
in body, mind and spirit.

We don't have to go to the North Downs to find space,
wind, open views and exercise — we have access to a
similar landscape here. As much as we can, | believe
we need to protect the spaces that we can walk to and
use the local spaces we might have to drive to. In the
time that | spent training for this walk, and over the
walk itself, | have seen remarkably few other walkers.
It's practically free, totally uplifting and balancing.
Over the duration of my walk, my middle aged knees
have felt better than they have felt for ages, and | slept
like a log every night. | have muscles and balance that
I'd mislaid along the way, and all in all, | feel great for it.
Especially now that the days are longer, why not walk
to a local pub for lunch instead of driving, they'd love
the trade, and your body would love the exercise.

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Barton Court Therapies

Highworth
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Tracey Kassulke

Teresa Triggs

Teresa Triggs and Tracey Kassulke developed Barton
Court Therapies from their individual counselling
practices into a collaborative centre offering a wide
range of client-centred therapeutic services.

Therapists provide counselling support for children
(11+), young people, adults, and couples, alongside
hypnotherapy, Emotional Freedom Technique (EFT)
and craniosacral therapy, ensuring each client receives
the right support tailored to their needs.

&@\@,n@ N .(\

‘rmsu Zoe Dixen- Stisie
Udell H’np@aw! Saunders Richards Fonr

Visit our website for further information and contact details

www.bartoncourt-therapies.co.uk

Dental
Care

Bupa

Plumbers

Plumbing, Heating & Drainage

FROM BURST PIPES TO
BROKEN BOILERS,
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

~ Boilers Serviced, Repaired
and Installed

v All Plumbing Services
v Emergency Call Out Service

CALL US 24/7

01793 461 316

PLUMBERS365.UK

Subscribe to aihealthy smile
with Bupa Smile Plan

Cover regular check-ups and hygie
with bite-sized monthly payments*

appointments

Call Bupa Dental Care Highworth on 01793 762 231
or email Highworth@bupadentalcare.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Payments are gollected by monthly Direct Debit.

Scan for more

ading name o andWales'no: 00478127, infarmation

ke, Bristol, United Kingdom, BSIE 1GW.

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Tackling Loneliness and Helping Job Seekers

During Loneliness Awareness Week, job seekers are
being encouraged to join a free Highworth group to
prevent insolation and rebuild their confidence

Highworth Churches Together are playing their part in
combating the effects of loneliness on local people.
The churches have partnered with UK debt charity,
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) in running a CAP Job
Club for the past 5 years.

A CAP Job Club is an eight-week course that provides
the tools and practical support to help job seekers of
all kinds find work. It helps people gain essential skills,
such as CV writing, interview technique (including
online interviews) and the value of volunteering. At
the heart of the course is a supportive peer-to-peer
group where course members can share their
experiences, struggles and advice. In addition, each
person is given one-to-one coaching to develop their
strengths and identify other opportunities, such as
volunteering or additional training.

A Fantastic Evening
with Richard Digance

We saw another wonderful sell-out
evening at the Highworth Community
Centre on 18 April.

Richard entertained us with music and
laughter all evening, raising a total of £1,161
for British Heart Foundation. We are all now
looking forward to his return on Saturday 17
April 2027 - save the date!

Joan Webb, British Heart Foundation

christians
against
Jackie Kerr, Highworth's Job Club ~ [ekead=1as"
Manager, said, “Loneliness can
really affect people’s physical and
mental health, especially if
someone is struggling financially

as well.

“We want to help tackle the problem here in
Highworth by offering our Christians Against
Poverty Job Club course which is a series of lovely,
relaxed sessions where members receive help to
rebuild their confidence and support them back into
the workplace.

“The thing that nearly all our members talk about is
the sense of community within the Job Club. All of
them receive practical help and encouragement from
each other and it’s great to see the long lasting
friendships that have been made. Our current course
has been a great success and we encourage people to
consider joining our next course in Autumn.’

In particular we would like to say a big thank you to
Highworth & District Lions charity who have given a
great deal of ongoing financial support to our CAP
centre and client needs.

If you are struggling with your finances, you can
find out more about what services CAP offers in
your area by visiting www.capuk.org/help or calling
0800 328 0006.

For more information on Loneliness Awareness Week
go to www.lonelinessawarenessweek.org.

Kathryn Ford, Highworth CAP Centre Manager

www.highworthlink.co.uk 1"



COMMUNITY

Learn, laugh and live with Swindon u3a

Would you like to go for a walk? The u3a has a
variety of different walking groups for all sorts of
abilities. Whether you want a leisurely Sunday stroll
or a brisker longer walk you will find something to
suit you.

There are town walks or walks outside Swindon,
usually within 30 miles. Some walks are followed by
tea and coffee or lunch.

Whichever walking group you choose you will be
assured fresh air, healthy exercise and good company.
So what are you waiting for? Put your best foot
forward and join us.

If walking isn't for you, the u3a has over 130 activity
and interest groups spanning a wide variety of
subjects. There is a wide choice of groups covering the
arts, sciences, history, literature, music, sports, games,
quizzes, crafts, languages and technology. If you are

no longer working full time and
want to meet new people and
pursue new interests, you could
do no better than joining our
friendly, vibrant community.

uda

Swindon u3a is part of a nationwide movement,
independent of political or religious ties. It is run by
members, for members, and funded through
subscriptions. Membership costs just £10 a year, plus a
small fee for each group you join, mainly to cover
venue hire.

For a full list of all our walking groups, and to find out
more about everything on offer, go to
www.swindonu3a.org.uk, phone the u3a office on
07823 722812 or 07345 162117 or visit the u3a
Facebook page.

Sue Mazzoleni

Blunsdon Open Gardens and Scarecrow Trail

Blunsdon is an historic village situated on the
junction of the A419 and B4019. The name derives
from the Saxon period but as our Castle Hill Fort
demonstrates people have settled here since the
Iron Age and Romans took shelter along Ermin
Street at the Cold Harbour.

The village is friendly and welcoming
with a community shop and cafe,
the church of St. Leonard’s, a

primary school, preschool, two pubs
and two hotels.

Itis a great place to live and we are
celebrating this with our biennial Open
Gardens weekend on Saturday 27

and Sunday 28 June. There will be

ten village gardens open for visitors to view,

ranging from preschool allotments and small
courtyards to cottage plots. However, it’s not just
about the gardens; the whole village is open for
business. So whether you are a keen gardener, enjoy
the challenge of a scarecrow trail or want to just soak
up the buzz, please come and join us this weekend.

The event starts with cooked breakfasts in the Village
Hall from 10am to 12 noon on both days, followed by
church bells marking the opening of the gardens at

noon on Saturday. You might also notice lots of ‘bees’

buzzing around as the village celebrates the hard work

they do in making food for us all. Creative villagers are
making them from wool, felt, paper, toilet rolls and
anything else they can find!

Highlights will also include: a scarecrow trail around
the village; live music; a sale of art; a Bee
Trail; sale of plants and gardening books;
delicious afternoon cakes and teas, and
children’s activities.

There will be Blue Badge parking at the
Village Hall and Blunsdon Community
Shop. General parking will be available
at Blunsdon House Hotel, The Cold
Harbour, The Heart in Hand and Blunsdon
Community Shop.

Tickets are available from the Blunsdon Village Hall,
9 High St, Broad Blunsdon SN26 7AR from 10.30am on
both days. The Scarecrow Trail map is £5 per family
(includes free squash & biscuit for children), and the
Open Gardens map and entry is £5 per adult for

both days.

Proceeds will be split between the Prospect Hospice
and St. Leonard’s PCC.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and

only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not die
but have eternal life. John 3:16

12 www.highworthlink.co.uk



sliding door wardrobes

® Over 30 years experience

®m Made to measure wardrobes

® Bespoke interiors and bedroom furniture
® Large range of designs and styles

m Call for a FREE, no obligation, quotation

Visit your local showroom in Kembrey Park, by appointment

Call David on 01 793 861 584

www.superglidewardrobes.co.uk

10% oFF when you mention the Highworth Link Magazine

HIGHWORTH & DISTRICT - § [
LION CLUBS BUILDING SERVICES
- EST. 1993
FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE
SERVIGERINEGEUDIN GRS
. ALL TYPES OF DRIVEWAYS
2 FS . PATIOS
. ¥ . FENCING
CHARITY SHOP | B
p % . SHED BASES
in Newburgh Place . FOUNDATIONS & BRICKWORK
- ~ . DRAINAGE/CONCRETING
Open: Tues - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm . ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS
Sat 10.00am - 1.00pm FREE MO OBLIGATION
Help us to help others by donating your
I-;()ocl qualri)ty unwan)t(ed items of QUUTRTIONS
Clothing, Bric-a-brac, Toys and CALL 01367 243053 MOB 07767 241301 -~
small items of Furniture. EMAIL: INFO.DOWELLLANDSCAPING @ GMAIL.COM

Call: 01793 766800

during shop hours FIND US: @MJDOWELLLANDSCAPINGANDBUILDINGSERVICES

Charity Number 285690

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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DISCOUNTS

B FOR:
than l“St a gyml { } | Young People 12-14

People on certain

The Active Highworth membership package... \EESETTETE

The perfect way to work out & wind down i

at Highworth Recreation Centre
ENJOY: » Gym

Swimming

Group Exercise Classes
NO contract

NO joining fee

NO hidden extras

We won't pocket the
profits — Our local
community

-
' halo way MORE

A partnership between the Trustees
of Highworth Recreation Centre a O
and Halo for the benefit of the

whole community

AT
Funeral Service
Helping local families since 1923 .-

>

Funerals
Direct Cremations
Bereavement Care
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans -

>

Highworth’s only independent
family funeral director

Let Us Help You  www.hillierfunerals

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Exciting times for the Highworth Lions

Did you know that the Highworth and
District Lions gave away a massive £20K
between July 2024 and June 2025, and so
far over £30K this year... and still
counting! This is all thanks to volunteers
and Lions members, along with fabulous
donations from all the wonderful people
in and around the area.

Our ever-popular Weston-super-Mare trip is
due to take place once again. We will be
looking forward to a fun day out with
Barnes Coaches on Monday 7 September.
Tickets will be on sale at the Lions
Charity Shop (cash only) from
Tuesday 2 June. Tickets sell out
quickly so be sure to get yours
soon! We have kept the price the
same as last year at only £10 each.
(see our advert on page 36).

On Thursday 11 June, between 7pm and
9pm, St. Michael’s Church will be the venue for a
fashion show - Catwalk for Creation. The event will be

Volunteers Needed
at Highworth Lions Charity Shop

We are looking for
local people who
can spare a few
hours a week in
1" our charity Shop

=y

If you can give
3 hours or more
each week we
would love to
hear from you

For further information please contact
Hilary Stokes 07970 967133

Sue Subow 07771 366470

Email: highworth@lions105sc.org

Proudly supporting Highworth
and the local area since 1974

Highworth & District Lions Club
Registered charity #285690

promoting eco-friendly repairing and recycling of
clothing, including other practical things to help
reduce the impact on climate change. The Lions
Charity Shop will be involved, along with other charity
shops in the town. It will be a very informative evening
and a chance to see firsthand how wonderful some of
our preloved clothing can look... and at such a very
reasonable price.

Our prom dresses are already in the shop and there is
always a high demand for these items so come along
soon as they will sell very quickly!

Congratulations to our Easter competition winners,
Phoebe and Elsie, who were joint first prize winners of
a huge bunny and Easter egg. Libby, who came
second, won our smaller bunny and chick. Well done
girls, your pictures were amazing!

We are looking for more help to join our ladies in the
Lion’s shop (see our advert on page XX). We are also
on the hunt for more Lions members, so we can
continue with our ongoing help within our
community; we know you're out there so please
contact Sue Subow on sue@highworthlions.co.uk or
call 07771 366470 for more details.

Donations and pledges:

«  Weston-super-Mare trip, max. £1,000.
- Riding for the disabled, £850.

« Continued support for Ukraine.

« Forget-Me-Not minibus help.

« PSAtesting, pledged up to £2,500.

www.highworthlink.co.uk 5



Commercial and domestic
work undertaken

F FELLING | PRUNING
“' g STUMP GRINDING

BRI N HEDGE TRIMMING

IREE SURGERY TOPIARY | PLANTING

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT U p c

Free consultations Please contact Richard on: Cilanes L e
thoughoutthe 07971310619 0r 01793791722 Ultimate Plumbing
Wiltshire area email:

. info@topofthetrees.co.uk

Company

www.topofthetrees.co.u

sis Chimney Care | | [y P RITAGE

Certificates issued

Fully insured [ ] BUILDING RESTORATION |

Bird guards supplied and fitted [ m [ B |
Solid fuel appliances installed

em—= . |

— WORKING ALONGSIDE HISTORY e——

Call Ali Swainston :

i o Barn Conversions
www.isischimneycare.co.uk
Registered with Hetas 0 7 7 9 0 3 7 7 5 9 5
Accredited by: info@heritagebr.co.uk
www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk https://www.heritagebr.co.uk/

Small electric powered boats
and cruisers for 1-4 hours.

Larger electric and motor cruisers W
for full day hire, holidays and short breaks.
Book online or give us a call then collect

your craft from Buscot, Brandy Island
SN7 8DA.

&0
=

n?

CARPENTRY
SERVICES

Mo experience needed, we give you instruction
before you depart

For Boat Hire information visit our website,
book online, phone

Office: 01793 354079  © drop usan email
Mobile: 07947 993784 [0/ BoatSeles.

Moorings, Marine

Email: info@cotswoldboat.co.uk  Services and Winter
Storage contact
Web: www.cotswoldboat.co.uk the office.

2 ordibd DOMESTIC
word = APPLIANCE REPAIRS

We repair Washing Machines,Washer Dryers,
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
Ovens, Extractor Hoods and Cookers

* Fast, Reliable & Friendly Services

NEW MEMORIALS - ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS - RENOVATIONS * Fixed Labour ’FeefNo- Hidden Charges
L — e e * Over 20 Years’ Experience

www.hylandmemorials.co.uk

07349 717991 T: 07950 181701

E: domesticapplianceworld@gmail.com

hylandmemorials@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY

Keep Our Local Produce Show Alive

Our local Produce Show is a much-loved community
event, celebrating local growers, bakers and makers,
but it only happens thanks to volunteers.

We're looking for extra help with planning in the lead-
up to and stewarding on the day. No experience
needed, just a willingness to get involved and support
a great local tradition.

The Probus Club of
Highworth and District

Highworth and District
Probus Club

We meet at The Cold Harbour in Blunsdon on
alternate Tuesdays at 10:30am and welcome
retired professional and business men with no
upper age limit. We welcome visitors as guests
at any of our meetings.

On Tuesday 9 June we will receive a presentation
on Rocket Launchers from Colin Hearn, and on
Tuesday 23 June Les Hatcher will be telling us
about The Shoreham Air Crash.

For further information please email
info@highworthprobus.co.uk or visit our website
at www.highworthprobus1.wordpress.com.

George North

www.highworthlink.co.uk

We meet on the last Tuesday of every month, 7:30pm
to 8:30pm at The Highworth. Come along, share ideas
and help keep the show going strong.

If you can spare some time, we'd love to hear from you;
even a small contribution makes a big difference.

We're also inviting local businesses to support this
year's show:

«  £50 - Supporter: Listed in our show brochure.

+  £100 - Category Sponsor: Named in the show
brochure, on social media and on a category
trophy.

«  £250+ -Trophy Sponsor: Branding on major
trophies (including Overall Show Cup), brochure
recognition and social media coverage.

Your support will help fund trophies, prizes and the
running of the event, while showcasing your business
to the local community.

To get involved or for more information, contact
aprilthrush@hotmail.com or call 07866 388550.

April Thrush

Local Theatre Club Invites
New Members

The Wanborough Theatre Club has been taking
members from Highworth and Shrivenham, as well
as Wanborough, by Barnes coach to local theatres
and sometimes further afield for over 25 years.

We offer about six plays, musicals and perhaps one
concert per year travelling to Bath, Bristol,
Cheltenham, Malvern and other venues. We offer a
mix of evening and matinee performances having
collected members from and returning to Shrivenham
and Wanborough.

Membership is a just £7 per year or £12 for a couple.
The charge for each trip is simply calculated from the
discounted price for the theatre tickets that we are
able to purchase plus the coach cost.

If you are interested or want to know more please
phone me on 07836 527827.

Rodney Mountford
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COMMUNITY

Highworth for Town of Culture

Highworth Town Council is pleased to share it
has submitted an Expression of Interest to take
part in the UK Town of Culture competition.

This exciting initiative celebrates towns that
demonstrate strong community spirit, cultural
vibrancy and a commitment to bringing people
together through arts, heritage and local
identity. Highworth has a proud history and a |
thriving community, with a wide range of events, |
organisations and volunteers who contribute to
making the town such a special place to live.

The Expression of Interest highlights the many |
strengths already present in Highworth, from our |
historic High Street and long-standing market
traditions to community-led events such as May Day,
the Christmas Lights Switch-On and local festivals. It
also reflects the passion and dedication of the many
groups and individuals who work year-round to
support community life.

supporting local groups, creating new opportunities
for residents to get involved and celebrating
everything that makes Highworth unique.

This is very much a community-led opportunity, and

residents, groups and organisations will be at the

heart of shaping any future programme. Highworth

has always been a town with a strong sense of

identity thisis an opportunity to celebrate and
build on that together.

If successful in progressing to the next stage, the bid
will focus on building on these existing foundations

| will keep you updated as the process
progresses and whether Highworth has
been shortlisted. In the meantime, more

New Créeche Starting at

Highworth Community Church

At Highworth Community Church, we love welcoming the
entire family on a Sunday.

Our mornings are centred around time together, worship and
praising God. After that, the children (primary-aged) go out to
HCC Kids - our fun-filled, interactive children’s church.

We are super excited to announce that, from May, we will be
offering HCC Creche for your little ones who haven't yet
started primary school. This means you can come to church
and drop your 0 to four-year-olds at Créche, and your primary-
aged children at Kids, and re-join the service, giving you the
chance to enjoy and engage with the service and explore faith
for yourself.

We have an awesome team who are excited and ready to meet
you, and we've created a welcoming, safe and engaging space
for your little ones to explore!

Join us for refreshments from 9:45am before the service
starts at 10:30am. HCC Kids and HCC Creche is from 11am
to 12:10pm.

Heather Wilson, Children’s Pastor

information about the Town of Culture
competition can be found on the
official website.

Deanne Rose, Town Clerk

To advertise in
The Highworth Link
contact

advertising@highworthlink.co.uk
or visit
www.highworthlink.co.uk

A0
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The expansion of Roves Farm Shop & Butchery, which has doubled in size, means
you will find even more Roves-raised meats and local, artisan produce in store.

All of our beef, lamb and pork is raised at Roves, traditionally
prepared and packed by our skilled butchers. On our shelves you
will find top-quality joints & cuts, sausages in many flavour
combinations (including our Great Taste Award winning Simply
Scrumptious pork sausages), deli items, handmade pies & ready
meals, and handmade desserts, to name a few.

We are proud to support over 40 local producers. Think artisan
sourdough, freshly roasted coffee, preserves, cheeses,
traditional ice cream, craft beers, wines & spirits, artisan
doughnuts and so much more!

Alongside the development of our Farm Shop & Butchery, we
have also created a lovely new seating barn, ‘The Shepherd’s
Rest". With its picture windows, you can watch life on the farm
as you enjoy a barista made drink and bite to eat. The Shepherd's
Rest is for over 16's only, where you can relax on our sofa’s and
comfy chairs and tables. Canine companions are welcome too.

Our Woolly Sheep Cafeé is the place to go for freshly prepared
cooked breakfasts, main meals, homemade cakes, filter coffee
and seasonal snacks and drinks.

Roves Farm is open daily, 9am-5pm, with free entry to the Café,
Farm Shop and Shepherd's Rest. Find out more at rovesfarm.co.uk

of

A RELAXED, CHILD-FREE SPACE TO ENJOY A DRINK & BITE TO EAT.
SHOPPERS, CYCLISTS, WALKERS & CANINE COMPANIONS ALL WELCOME!

COOKED BREAKFAST ~ HOT & COLD LUNCHES HOT DESSERTS AFTERNOON TEA

ORDER AT THE CAFE. ORDER AT THE CAFE, FROM THE FARM SHOP COUNTER.
PRE-BOOK AT THE FARM SHOP.

CAFE | FARM SHOP | BUTCHERY | OPEN DAILY 9-5 | ROVESFARM.CO.UK
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Would you like an

Eye Test al Home?

your own |1n|1|L

So if you struggle to get to your local
optician or would just prefer a test
within the comfort of your own home,
call us now or visit our website for
more details.

fich
(ChiPe
friday

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

Professional Tree Surgenns

TPR I R

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

v Pruningand Shaping
v Felling and Removal
v" Hedge Cutting

¥ Stump Grinding

¥ Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Call lan Walding v.criart/N.00Arb)

01793 790210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

REDEFINING HO|

W

= SR L [ e

Home care with
more possibilities

Contact us today:

01793 380 777
sarah.stanbrook@walfinch.com
walfinch.com

Time to Thrive

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Records Broken at Annual Scouts Quiz

A record equalling 23 teams took part in
this year's Scouts Quiz and it was the
Toddletons who regained the trophy
with a record breaking 107 points.

They were 6 points ahead of the 2025
winners, The Louts, with One and a Dupe
in third place. Congratulations to Sue
and Andy Tollington and Mark and
Mandy Saddleton.

The evening raised £783 which was also a
new record, helped by the continued

I

iad . - b | rg L
nd Andly Tollihgton and Markiand, Mcyn ly Sadd|etors

nsorship of the evenin impson -
SCZ?S fsgr ho'?)rcr)w \Eveeaereeveryggt:a)altifuli.g\j\?e : S\ WSpicturdti with Petendenkins fugm Simpson (2
would also like to thank The Highworth to see some new teams taking
for their generous raffle prize (as always the first to be part and we hope you will
chosen) and all the parents who donated so many return next year. Although not ,-\O/-\
raffle prizes. More photos and the full scores are onour  definitely decided the likely —a—-
website www.highworthscouts.org.uk. date of next year's quiz will be
Finally, thanks to everybody who came along and Friday 16 April 2027. SCO u ts
helped make it such a successful evening. It was great David Roblin

THE GATHERING = IN A FIELD NEAR SWINDON

Each June, you may have noticed a few big tops up in B e i rona by e

the field near the solar pa.nels off the A361. If you've the UK, and we'll be back from
walked past, you might have heard the sound of

1,500 men singing or caught the smell of a huge fire. 26-28 ]une
We should probably explain] .

www.thegatheringformen.com
CVM, Christian Vision for Men, is a charity that has been www.c\?r;.or ik
introducing men to Jesus for over 30 years. Each year, we :
host The Gathering — a unique festival where men from
across the UK and beyond come together for a weekend.

There is worship (led by Graham Kendrick), live music,
comedy, cars and bikes on display, seminars, real-life
stories, activities, displays and plenty more. But it all exists
for one reason: to help men discover Jesus.

We have hosted The Gathering here for over 10 years, and
in that time have seen more than 1,000 men discover
faith, find healing in their lives, homes and marriages, and
take significant steps forward. Through partnerships at the
event, over 600 children have also been sponsored out of
extreme poverty.

www.highworthlink.co.uk 21



COMMUNITY

Highworth Arts and Literature Festival

‘The time has come, the walrus
said...

Yes! It's here at last. After months in
the planning, the Highworth Arts
and Literature Festival is just a
couple of weeks away. Our brochure
is available from a number of
outlets, including the Library and
Visit Highworth, and there is still
time to purchase the last few
remaining tickets online from
www.visithighworth.co.uk. Many
events are free to attend.

HALF

HIGHWORTH

We start on Saturday 13 June with
a free three-day art exhibition in the
Council Rooms. Other free events
include: an evening with the Choral
Society, where you are welcome to
‘have a go!’; an Open Mic Poetry
Night on Thursday 18 June, and
also on Thursday, Rosa Matheson
will talk about 700 Everyday Women,
and on Saturday 20 June and
Sunday 21 June, in the URC, a

Local Artists’ Exhibition will display
local talent.

attracted interest from well-known
| authors outside of Highworth

| (Steve Antony, Jasper Fforde, Katie
| Fforde, Victoria Gosling and GJ
Stevens). If they think it is a
worthwhile venture then | suggest
it is worth your time to give it a go!
| am sure you will find something
Children! Come along to a story for everybody.
time in the Library on Saturday 20
June, followed by a LEGO®
competition with prizes for the
winners.

There will even be a pop-up
bookshop provided by Bert’s Books
of Swindon.

If nothing else, slake your thirst
with a pint of HALF - or even a half
of HALF - our Festival brew
available in the The Highworth and
The Wine Bar.

On Sunday 21 June, the Festival
moves lock, stock and barrel to the
Community Centre. The
programme here includes a free
exhibition by the Highworth
Historical Society from 10am to
4pm, a puppetry workshop for
children, and sessions on self-
publishing and improvised
storytelling.

This is another great opportunity
to leave the car at home and enjoy
a plethora of activities right on
your doorstep.

Keith Smith

Tickets are available for events
with authors from
www.visithighworth.co.uk.

Just scan the QR code below for
more information.

| am absolutely thrilled that this, our
second festival, has already

Victoria'Gosling <
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Authors
Workshops
Poetry
Performance
Family
Music
Puppets

Highworth
Arts and
Literature
Festival

13to 21 June

N I
HALF

HIGHWORTH
ARTS & LITERATURE

- FESTIVAL

See the schedule and buy tickets
wwwuisithighworth.co.uk
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COMMUNITY

Highworth Historical Society

Join us on Wednesday
24 June when our
speaker will be Dr. Tim
Brain and his subject,
1066 and all that.

In anticipation of the
arrival of the Bayeux
Tapestry at the British
Museum in September,
Tim will look at the story
behind the tapestry and
its consequences. A
unique historical
artefact, it tells the
story of the year
English, and indeed
British, history

changed for ever.

After a career in policing, in which he served in several
forces and was Chief Constable of Gloucestershire
from 2001-10, Dr. Timothy Brain has since been a
prominent lecturer, broadcaster and author.

Highworth Camera Club

We are all set for a summer of getting out and about
with camera in hand!

Armed with weather-watching tips from our speaker
Peter Hulance in April, we know how to judge
conditions for those misty morning pictures and some
places to go! For contrast, this month’s speaker, Jack
Lodge, will take us on a journey to the Arctic. If you are
interested, you're welcome to join us on Tuesday 9
June at 7:30pm, £5 entry.

Congratulations to winners of the Club’s monthly
competitions which were judged at last month's
meeting. Check out the pictures on the Camera Club’s
website, www.highworthcameraclub.com. And look
out for members’ pictures in this month’s Art Trail (13
to 27 June) around the town as part of the Highworth
Arts and Literature Festival (13 to 21 June).

Halfway through the year already! We are hoping to
arrange an outing with a photographic opportunity;
there will be our annual photo battle with Lambourn
Camera Club, the Club’s annual exhibition in
September and more competition reviews.

- el P2 g

As usual we meet as usual at St. Michael's Church,
Highworth. The doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start.
Visitors are always welcome for a charge of £3 (cash
please). For more information, feel free to telephone
Jayne Stephens on 07583 928277. And if you are new
to the town, come along and give us a try.

Jayne Stephens

Come along to any of our meetings, new members are
always welcome. We meet every second Tuesday of
the month at the Highworth Community Centre from
7:30pm. For more information, you can email us at
highworthcamclub@gmail.com.

Hilary Beach

Church, 1080002

Highworth | . Church

Kid
Church for primary age children;
games, crafts, worship and stories!

xS
Sundays 11lam-12:10pm

@ Highworth Warneford School, SN6 7BZ
for church t first!

Join us at 18:38,
Contact Heather Wilson

@hig yehurch.erg
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SWINDON RD, HIGHWORTH, SN6 7DE

WROE UP 2026 RETURNS FOR ITS 12TH
YEAR WITH AN INCREDIBLE LINEUP.

FEATURING

GREEN HALE (GREENDRY TRIBUTE]
CHAPPELL ROAN (TRIBUTE])

THE SKADINALS
PLUS MANY MORE!

ENJOY A PERFECT MIX OF MUSIC,

FAMILY FUN, AND AMAZING FOOD AND TICKETS FROM
DRINK AT HIGHWORTH'S BIGGEST ONLY £14!
COMMUNITY EVENT.



Sg" SimpsonsCars For allyour vehicle sales
- ~ 7 andservicing needs

Award Winning
~+ Best choice of new Subarus in the UK Customer

2 Servi
with guaranteed best offers % Air Conditioning re-gas £99.00 Tea:;e

© o

& Excellent part exchange values given * Collection and delivery service

©

View our full range of cars and book your service/MOT at www.simpsons-cars.com

01793 767000 e =] n
www.simpsons-cars.com o MITSUBISHI @
infoldsimpsons-cars.com P ENG SUBARU

G. & L. Evans

A DIGNITY FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Trusted in Highworth for generations

Call us 24 hours a day
Ask us

01793 352 098 i

Calls may be recorded for monitoring and quality purposes. G. & L. Evans is a trading style of Dignity Funerals Limited. Dignity Funerals Limited is
a company registered in England No. 00041598. VAT registered No. 486 6081 14. Registered office: 4 King Edwards Court, King Edwards
Square, Sutton Coldfield B73 6AP. Dignity Funerals Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under Firm Reference
Number 967130. Please note that the selling and administering of funeral plans is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, however if you
are purchasing a funeral without a funeral plan this will not be covered by FCA regulation.

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Back in Time at Southfield Junior School

This term, our Years 3 and 4
classes have stepped back
in time to explore the
fascinating world of

the Romans.

As an introduction to our
Romans topic, the children
worked collaboratively to
plan, design and build their
own cardboard Roman
Empire. Using boxes, tubes
and plenty of imagination
(and DT skills), they recreated
forts, roads, water ways and
temples, carefully thinking
about how the Romans built
and organised their cities.
The project encouraged
teamwork, creativity and
problem-solving, and the
children took great pride in
seeing their empire take
shape.

Excitement is now building
as we look ahead to
Roman Day in
school. Pupils

will immerse
themselves in
Roman life by

Sty
SOUTHFIELD
dressing up, taking J"NI“R 30““'-

part in themed activities and
showcasing their skills to others. It is a
wonderful opportunity to bring
learning to life and deepen their
understanding of history in a
memorable and fun way.

. The enthusiasm across the classes has
! been fantastic, and we can't wait to
celebrate all their hard work and
learning later on this term.

Miss Amy Alder

Inspiration from Ancient Maya

Year 5/6 have launched into their brand new topic on

the Ancient Maya!

The children were fully

immersed from the start with an

engaging hook lesson where
they researched traditional

Mayan masks and created their
own mood boards. This inspired
them when designing their own

unique masks, drawing on

patterns, colours and symbolism

from their research.

In English, the children have

been exploring Mayan beliefs

including their many gods and goddesses and how
they viewed the structure of the world. The children
learned about the three layers of
Mayan life: the sky, the Earth
where humans lived and the
mysterious underworld.

The children are already
showing great enthusiasm and
curiosity and we are looking
forward to seeing this

. excitement continue as they
begin working on their
upcoming narrative writing.

= 3 = Mrs. Spencer
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General Handyman

Down to ‘Earth

Garden Maintenance Ltd
Grass Cutting, Planting, Landscaping,
Tree surgery. Paths & Patios laid.
Fences & Walls put up & repaired
Hedges planted & pruned
Mowers sharpened & Serviced.
Rubbish removed.
No Job Too Small; Free Quotes & Estimates
PHONE GORDON & EMMA WHITE
(01285) 810445 or (07971) 668912

swét LEAK STOPPER

Work undertaken — Leaking Taps « Central Heating Systems
Moving Radiators » Showers « Blocked Drains « Ball Valves
Cold Water Tanks « Hot Water Cylinders + Bathroom Suites
All Pipe Work... And much more
Competitive Rates - Fast Response - Excellent Customers Service
Reliable - No call out charge - No hidden extras

24 Hour emergency call out

Call Dave - 01367 253012
Mohbile — 07852 558759

Don’t wail until it’s too late

Email /smithytafT@gmail.com
‘Web Site /www.plumber-leak-stopper.co.uk

RES

« No call out charge

All Plumbing & Heating
* Repairs, Maintenance
+ Upgrades
« Bathroom Installations
Call or email today to discuss your needs
and receive a free estimate!

01793764815 07711327585

enquiries@rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk
www.rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk  Highworth SN6 7AU

VEA\T_E’S “Getting you
WH EELS around

tRANSFERS

€ 07 400 400 316

For further information about prices, and
services offered, or to make a booking, go to:

Highworth,
and beyond.”

bookings@vealeswheelstransfers.com
or www.vealeswheelstransfers.com
or call 07 400 400 316

BOURTON VILLAGE HALL

Located 1.5 miles from Shrivenham,

Bourton Village Hall offers a good
AVAILABLE sized indoor space to suit a
FOR

multitude of events including:

(]|:{=| * Children's Parties

Sports & Fitness Classes
» Barn Dances
+* Wedding Receptions
% Meetings and other events
£12.50 per hour
® OR £35 per children’s party
* Kitchen, tables & chairs are available %
For more information contact Fluna on
i fiona.ryan@me.com

D.G. Home Improvements Ltd

FROM PATIOS TO
GARAGE / LOFT CONVERSIONS
Fencing, Flooring, Wood/Tile, Kitchens,

Windows, Doors, Wood/UPVC,
Gardens, Painting/Decorating

Call Dave: 30 yrs professional experience

01793762314/ 07714770374

30 www.highworthlink.co.uk
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New to Highworth?

Want to meet and make new friends?
Prefer to stay at home on dark evenings?
...Then we are just for you
We are a friendly group with speakers, refreshments,
raffle, luncheon club, outings and social events.

We meet on the in the
Council Offices in Gilberts Lane at 2.15pm.

New members are always welcome.

Contact: Margaret 07843 967260 / Ann 07789 360514




COMMUNITY

Improving Access to Urgent Appointments

At Westrop Medical Practice, we are committed to
providing a caring, accessible service that meets the
needs of our patients. We know how important it is
to be able to speak to an appropriate healthcare
professional when something feels urgent, and we
work hard every day to balance this with the
ongoing need for routine care.

Currently, we offer a limited number of on-the-day
emergency appointments, alongside pre-bookable
routine appointments. When patients feel their
problem is urgent, we do our best to accommodate
this, and very often they are absolutely right. However,
we also recognise that it can sometimes be difficult to
know what is medically urgent and what can safely
wait for a routine appointment. This is no one’s fault,
but it can mean that our emergency appointments are
not always used in the way they were intended.

Because these appointments are limited, it's important
that they are available for those who need them most.
When they are overused, it can lead to patients being
redirected to services such as urgent care centres,
which we would prefer to avoid wherever possible.

To help improve this, we will soon be introducing a
triage system in Highworth - an approach that has
already been working well at some of our other sites.

If you feel you need an on-the-day appointment, you
will be asked to complete a short online form
describing your symptoms. A GP will then review this
information and ensure you are booked into the most
appropriate appointment — whether that'’s the same
day or a routine slot. This will mean clinicians make
these important clinical decisions rather than our
reception staff or, indeed, patients.

rﬁ] SWINDON

A personalised service offering

creative and beautiful memorials

that reflect the uniqueness of
your loved one.

Unit 19, Blackworth Ind Est, Highworth, SN6 TNA
T: 01793 766 138 | M: 07532 032 054

E: info@swindenmemorials.co.uk
www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

Importantly, this change is not about avoiding seeing
patients but it's about making sure that everyone gets
the right care at the right time.

We understand that not everyone is able to complete
an online form. If this is the case, our reception team
will be happy to help by completing the form with you
over the phone.

We believe this change will help us continue to
provide a high-quality, responsive service for our
community. Thank you for your understanding and
support as we introduce this new system at
Highworth.

Amy Kitchener, Operations Manager

P L e L
il ) -

Highworth Twinning Association

Safari Lunch

Safari Lunch: » =s

Br

Everyone welcomel

Sunday 14 June, 12 noon
Tickets: £23
from Visit Highworth (eash o¢ cheque)
Limited number, last date for purchase 30 May

Any questions or wish to pay by bank transfer—call Jan
01793 979271

AUTO
SERVICES

01793 296700 - 07746 525949 - Ismobilemechanic@gmail.com
0ld Farm Barn, Nightingale Lane, Swindon SN3 4SL

Servicing Brakes Suspension AL

Cambelts  Clutches
MOT Testing & Repairs
Diagnostics - Tyres

S]]

South Marston—
Village (

Cars  4x4s  Light Commercial = M19 SWINDON A419
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COMMUNITY

Southrop Village Fete & Country Fair

On a sunny summer’s day, Southrop comes into its e ™\

own. Honey-coloured cottages line the village lanes, S O UTH ROP
with the River Leach tra.cmg a gentle path throqgh a VILLAGE FETE & COUNTRY FAIR
place shaped by centuries of history. Recorded in the = —

Domesday Book, the village holds an enduring : “::;-“"’_H
appeal for visitors. {

This year, Southrop’s much-loved Village Fete carries
extra meaning. On Saturday 20th June,1pm to 4pm
residents and visitors will gather for games, traditional
stalls, and afternoon teas, while also marking a
centenary milestone in the village's story. It is 100 years
since Southrop's estates were sold by Wadham College,
Oxford, ushering in a new era of local ownership.

For more than three centuries, much of the village
formed part of the college estate. The 1926 sale marked
a turning point, opening a new chapter for Southrop
and its residents. The fete, rooted in community spirit,

offers a joyful way to reflect on that moment while DOG SHOW ~ CLASSIC CARS - COUNTRY DANCING

A . PLANT STALL -~ FOLK MUSIC - AFTERNOON TEAS
celebrating village life today. PIMMS & ALE - DUCK RACE -TRADITIONAL STALLS

. . . CIRCUS WORKSHOP - RAFFLE - FACE PAINTING

The day promises all the pleasures of a quintessential ANTIQUE VALUATIONS ~ STRAWBERRIES & CREAM
Cotswolds fete. With the main stretch of road closed, D TR SR = IR G LION
visitors can wander past cottages and stalls, enter the ADULTS £2, CHILDREN FREE
family pet in the dog show, enjoy the beer tent, and - /
relax over a barbecued lunch or homemade tea at the meaningful to be part of this event”’
Village Hall.

9 Whether you come for the dog show, the games, the
One of the organisers, Peter Brickley, will be on hand stalls, the ducks, or simply to enjoy a relaxed afternoon
throughout the afternoon. with friends and neighbours, the 2026 Southrop
“It's incredible to see everyone pitching in to make it Village Fete promises a day that brings past and
all happen,” he says. “With the historical connection present together.
to Wadham College this year, the fete feels even - Open 1pm to 4pm, with plenty to explore

more special.” - .
P « Numerous traditional stalls and attractions

The programme includes classic favourites such as the
Great Duck Race on the River Leach, Country Dancing,
and traditional games, alongside attractions including

« Teas, plant sale, and refreshments at the Village Hall
+ Dog Show, Country Dancing, Circus Workshop, and

a stilt walker, circus workshop, and an antique Great Duck Race
roadshow-style stall. Local businesses will also take + Blue badge parking and easy access from Jubilee Close
part in a mini-marketplace, adding to the fair « Dogs welcome

atmosphere and reflecting Southrop’s thriving

contemporary community. Entry is from 1pm, with a BBQ and teas available at

Southrop Village Hall, GL7 3PB. Proceeds will support
Lifelong resident Colin Medley, who plays a key role in village amenities, continuing the grassroots spirit that
running the fete, reflects on the sense of continuity: has sustained Southrop for generations.
“Helping to organise the fete, you really feel the energy
of the village today. Knowing that a century ago the
estate passed into local hands makes it all the more

southropvillagefete@gmail.com
Facebook: SouthropVillageFete
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Swindon Choral Society

pr nts

Little Jazz Mass

Biassin Blue

Saturday 11th July 6.30pm

St Michael’s Church, Highworth, SN6 TAD

= £18.00 (under 18s free)
L

urce, our website

Swindon Chara ) :red Charity 800695

Every Cloud is & regutered charity 1196161 whase purpose i 1o help
promate the mental well-being of people across our community

Welcome to our Art & Craft Group

Every Cloud run a friendly craft and chat group in a peaceful, relaxed, and sociable
environment. If you, or someone you know, feels isolated and would welcome
oompany and/or experience low mood or anxiety and need to rebuild your

or suffer with a long-term health condition this group may be for you!

We meet fortnightly on Thursday momings from 10.30 to 12.30.

We have capacity to welcome some new faces, and we accept self- referrals as
wall as referrals via health and social care professionals.

We offer a pre meeting visit to show you around, so that you can decide if the
group is something you would like fo attend.

Mo cost, and no prior experience needed - the joy comes from simply
participating in the group.

Location - The Bam at Stanton Pack, Swindon SHE TSF

For more information, phease contact amy rudmis sk poem of elsphone Amy on 0TB00548235

ChipsAway

LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED

# Trustpllot

Vehicle damaged?
Don't delay, repair it today

07841 E;Q}bd 33 | f‘I?S’»? 881883
www.chipsaway.co.uk/swindon

We are a community garden project which aims to
provide an outreach space for the local commmunity

and support groups, and individuals who would find

benefit in joining us. The Wonlky Veg Club is a place
to come and socialise, learn and enjoy working on

the land.

Our weekly volunteer drop in sessions are open to

all. So if you want to come along then we would

love to see you.
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WONKYVEGCLUR

www.highworthlink.co.uk 33



ARTS

Highworth Artists’ Society

April has flown by with plenty
of spring in our Tuesday
workshops. It is amazing what
can be accomplished in a
morning - and it is a lovely
sociable time. Of course we have
been working on our own individual
paintings but have also found time to
squeeze in other activities.

In early April we enjoyed a demonstration in
acrylics by artist Cathryn Jeff — that got us thinking
about texture, colour and loosening up.
Demonstrators
like Cathryn
make it look very
easy, which is
inspiring, and it is
always great to see a
fresh approach on a
traditional subject.

On the hottest day
of the year (so far!)
we took our annual
coach trip to
London’s Mall
Galleries to see the

ryn Jeff withiher
demonstration-painting

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Alison Talbert....

Tax Returns, Company Accounts,

Book-keeping, Payroll and Excel Help

0789 4659880 (.,

01793 764106 (Eve)

email: alison.talbert(@actaservices.co.uk
Www.actasemces.co.uk

e~ ICAEW
W CHARTERED
=  ACCOUNTANTS

Vision, 6ur Expertise —
Websites That Work

Affordable web design for small businesses.

Website Creation, Coding, SEO and
Ongoing Maintenance Plans

L, 07469531119 www.studiosbk.com & bkimmins@gmail.com

£ AN
A\ g [ ) Lion Stare by John Sirrell
Royal Watercolour Society exhibition. It was a fantastic
day with beautiful paintings and we all arrived home
exhausted! Very much a do-your-own-thing day which
worked well and no one got lost.

Our Spring Exhibition in the last week of April
welcomed lots of visitors which we always enjoy.

If you came along - thank you! Bernie Mason from
Prospect Hospice opened the exhibition and chose

as their favourite painting Lion Stare by John Sirrelle.
Prospect Hospice is our charity of the year and we
hope to raise a good sum of money to donate to them.

Hilary Sinclair

MW DecoratingServices

Experienced Residential Decorator
Based in Fairford GL7 4DS
For quotation call Mark
on 07977 214715

References can be found on Checkatrade

To advertise in
The Highworth Link contact
advertising@highworthlink.co.uk

or visit
www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Maker of bespoke

curtains, blinds

. / & cushions
- ) T O +44(0) 7740371334
BECC Y © info@rebeccatye.co.uk

www.rebeccatye.co.uk

e %m&inq& ._gfeatinq Fomaslyof HAbscrity susﬂu

* Gas Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Installations
» Gas work & Safety Certificates * Bathrooms & Showers
* All Plumbing & Heating work undertaken * Power Flushing

Tel: 07771 822810 / 01793 978451

e-mail: daveheadandson@gmail.com

Wllg !

Construction & General Builder
Lee Wilson
lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk
M: 07894 759055 T: 01793 376830
FENCING & GATES (RESIDENTIAL/SECURITY/COMMERCIAL)
DRIVEWAYS | GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE | PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS | PLASTERING | GENERAL MAINTENANCE (NO JOB TOO SMALL)

MINI DIGGER HIRE AND SKIP LOADER WITH DRIVER

Mercer’s
Painting &
Decorating

mercerspainting@outlook.com

((ﬁ({//ﬁ/w(mz .:ﬁ?/d:ay & tqrﬁf(ay\

Bathrooms, En-Suites, Cloakrooms,
Power Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates & Advice

For a friendly, reliable and efficient service call:

01793 765063 (Mobile: 07767 663560)

Q,-mfy Belcher; 60 Queens Road, Hannington, Swindon SNG 7@

HOME & VIDEO
TUTORING

Since 2003, from KS2 to A Level
Maths, Science, “How to Learn”
(other subjects considered)

MARK DARLING

mark@darling.co.uk

A J

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Well Hung Framing ﬁ

by Kate Herbert
From medals and memorabilia to paintings, prints and certificates
I'stock a wide range of supplies to suit all budgets and also offer
frame repairs and reglazing. Please call or email to arrange a visit
to my new studio in Clanfield to discuss your requirements, with

no time pressure to make hurried decisions.

’2 07710 348 263 (

bykatcherbert@gmail.com * wellhungframing co

] [ S—
@ PEST
WIZARRS ‘)
\ YOuR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE d »
WASPS & ALL INSECTS PROMPT
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE 07446 377816
(01491) 833282  info@pestwizards.co.uk

NEWAY

PLUMBING

T: 07815 733386

E: newayplumbing@outlook.com

BATHROOMS

Available for Hire:
for Parties and other events
Pilates, Yoga and other
classes currently available
for further information
| contact:

Rose West
07500 026816

or email:
rose.west13@icloud.com
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Monday 7th September 2026

TICKETS FROM THE LIONS CHARITY SHOP  rgYNTRY
23 NEWBURGH PLACE, SNG7DN

Depart - 9am Turnpike Road (top end) £ 1 0
Per Person

Depart - 9.15am Goldfinger Car Park
Coach anam Weston 5pm for return

CASH
“ |ONLY

=

ARAN DP IER

Green Festival 6 - 14 June 20268
Greener Future

Churches -
Rooted in Faith - Growing o

St. Michael & All Angels Church, Highworth

presents

CATWALK FOR
CREATION

Is the clothing industry costing the earth?!
A ‘Mix & Mingle' event about sustainable fashion,
Inspirational ideas for reducing, reusing, recycling
re-purposing & laundering the contents of your wardrobe!

'I‘hursdag 1|"‘ June 2026 7.00 - 9.15pm
; start to finish

Interactive display stands
Fashion shows
Information videos
Optional quiz
Refreshments on sale

Voluntary

donations
for St Michael's &
EcoChurch projects.

Fancy
playing
cricket this
Summer?

LECHLADE
CRICKET CLUB

Jumon CRICKET
Pre-season nets for all age groups through April

= All Stars and Dynamos kicks off on May 16th

= Junior nets on a Friday evening throughout the
Summer with experienced Level 2 coaches

» Junior matches from May onwards at U9, U11,U13
and U15 age groups

Aourt CRICKET

+ Pre-season nets through April
+ League cricket on a Saturday
+ T20on a Wednesday

+ Occasional Sunday friendlies

We're also looking for Scorers, Umpires and Volunteers

For further details please contact -
https://lechlade.play-cricket.com/
Phone : Jon on 07484337189
Email : info@lechladecc.org

' Wed I7th - Sat 20th June
Doors: 19:00 Start: 19:30
The Arts Centre,

Devizes Road, Swindon, SN1 LBJ

Tickets E14 | Concessions B2 Follow Ust
boxotfice@wesbernplayers.couk | 07575 711522 f
www.wesbernplayers.co.uk/bickebs

aWesternPlagers

This amatew producteon of NEIGHBOURHOOO WATCH (AYCKBOURN) is peesrmtad by srangement with
Coneord Thessricats Lud. on behall of Samued Fronch Lod. www concordbhestsicals eouk
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ARTS

The White Post Box

In our cemetery is Stand for a moment and reflect
A pure white post box Pour in the pure white box

It stands erect Letters of love, cards with care,
A proud part of our town. And leave them there.

Post your grief, it will bring relief.
Why is it there?

You may muse Does it work? It does for me.
Obvious really, Try it. After all it is free
Just one use. One day you may come to see
She reads every word
Post your thoughts to loved ones lost. That'’s enough for me.
Letters and card, kisses and tears Keith Smith
There is no cost. With grateful thanks to Hillier Funeral Services

Join Us for S
Tea & Cake =
=

In ald of

Prospect Hospice

St Michael’s Church Room
(behind the church)

2nd Wednesday
@f ewerv m@ nth Enjoy a guided walk in the fields and along

I the lane at Pentylands. The walk is about 2
2 - 4 pm miles and typically takes about 2 hours.

Email: info@visithighworth.co.uk | WEB: visithighworth.co.uk
VHL shop open Tues - Fri 10am to 3pm and Sat Sam to 2pm

¢[E] To advertise in The Highworth Link
contact:

advertising@highworthlink.co.uk
visit www.highworthlink.co.uk
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SPORT Compiled by Jason Daniels

If you have a sport story email jedsport12@gmail.com

Wrag Barn Golf Club

The reward for getting out of bed early for
an 8am shotgun start was 18 holes of golf
on a beautiful spring day. The competition
on 26 April was for the St. George’s Day
Trophy, setting the tone for a busy run of

events ahead.

The fundraiser for the Junior section was
well supported, with the day featuring a Beat
the Junior challenge on the 16th. One of our
group managed to win a sleeve of balls,
while the rest of us, along with the Junior,
missed the green. No great glory for us, but
all in aid of a very good cause. The trophy
winners were Nigel Baker, Sean Donald,
Mark Whitby and Daniel Gray, all single
handicappers and their winning score was
120. In second place, it was predominantly a family
affair with a team of Sebastian Whalley, Eddie Keen,

(I-r) Noah Ridsdale, Mark Whitby, Sean Don%?c],"'bame Gray,
Mark Whitby and Ruben Chauhan Drane

opportunity to integrate and get to know each other.
A new members’roll-up also helped recent joiners
settle in and find like-minded playing partners.

Bobby Keen and Matthew Keen scoring 118, and there

were three Juniors in that line up!

Competitions are now well underway across all
sections at Wrag Barn, with matches won and lost but
always lessons learned along the way. The Junior

Thank you to Richard Scarrot for organising a brilliant
Easter Camp during the holidays for the Cadets,
combining coaching, competition, plenty of fun and
quantities of chocolate. All in all, a strong and positive
start to the season.

Section began the season with a football session at

Supermarine, giving new members a great

Highworth Town
Football Club

That's another season done.
Somewhat disrupted by having no
operational floodlights which
meant two home games had to be
played at Cirencester Town (both of
which we won) and 2pm home
kick-offs (from October) together
with Paul Braithwaite having to
rebuild a team meant a 12th place
finish with 47 points was far from
shabby. The reserves will also
credibly finish mid-table.

By now the laying of the artificial
surface should have started,
together with associated works.
These are historic times for the club
and you can follow progress on our
social media platforms.

Derek Lloyd

Verity Manners

Highworth Running Club

Now the summer is here, HRC is making full use of the lighter evenings
and warmer weather by relocating its Wednesday evening session to
various, nay eclectic locations in the surrounding area. This is the time of
the year that's affectionately referred to as ‘pub run season’.

With an array of abilities within the club, those turning up can choose
which group to trot along the towpath with or race along the Ridgeway
beside; the focus is firmly on fun, participation and fitness. Given the
runs often start and end in locations that curiously coincide with
establishments that have ice buckets, wine coolers and refrigerated
mixers the opportunity to socialise after the run is often too tempting to

pass up. i

If interested in coming along for
the run (or just the social), please
look us up on Facebook to find
where we'll be any Wednesday
and simply come over and join us.
We look forward to meeting you.

Jason Daniels
Facebook: Highworth Running Club
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Swindon Croquet Club

Thanks to the invaluable help of volunteers from Phoenix
Enterprise Charity, six-and-a-half tonnes of topdressing
were speedily spread over three lawns. Their CEO, Clare
McDougall, said,'What a fantastic day out with ten of our
Phoenix volunteers! We spent the day in the sunshine,
and yes we were absolutely roasting, helping to spread
sand across the croquet lawns to support new grass
growth. A proper hands-on job and one that really
brought the team together. Getting outdoors and
doing something so tangible made it even more
rewarding and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.
A big thank you as well to Travis Perkins for lending
us the wheelbarrows, they made a huge difference!’

271607).

A new fourth lawn has also been levelled and
seeded by Gordon Gill Fine Turf Maintenance Ltd.,
with financial support from Croquet England. This
should be available for play later this year.

Discover why croquet is a growing sport, loved

Highworth Town Junior Football Club

As we approached the end of the season last month, HTJFC is proud to reflect on
another brilliant year of grassroots football. Our players, coaches, volunteers and
families have once again shown what makes this club such a special part of the
Highworth community.

Together with that community, our recent
fundraising event at Wrag Barn was a great

JEC) success raising over £1,000 so we are already busy
planning next year’s Dinner and Dance!

HIGHWORTH

- This football season has also seen incredible
growth through our Hawks sessions, which continue to be a fantastic introduction
to football for our youngest players. Thanks to the success of these sessions, we
are delighted to announce that we will be launching three brand new teams for
the 2026/27 season. For families with younger children, our Hawks programme
will continue to offer the perfect gateway into grassroots football, so please follow
our website for information on timings for the 2026/27 season - first session for
three-. and four-year-olds, and the second session for five- and six-year-olds.

Looking ahead, from 1 June we will be looking to welcome new players for most
age groups for the 2026/27 season. We are also on the lookout for new coaches
and managers who are passionate about supporting children in their football
journey. Whether you're a parent wanting to get involved or someone with
coaching experience looking for a new challenge, we would love your help.

A huge thank you to all our volunteers, sponsors, and supporters for making this
season such a success. Here’s to an even bigger and better 2026/27. Follow our
website for details of more fundraising and community events:
www.highworthtownjuniorsfc.co.uk.

Kelly Preston

www.highworthlink.co.uk

worldwide and how it can bring fun, fitness and
friendship into your life. Swindon Croquet Club are based
within Moredon Sporting Hub, Cheney Manor, SN2 2QJ. If
you would like to try croquet please get in contact for
more details (croquetswindon@gmail.com or 07733

Wendy White

b=t Phoenix Enterprise Volunteers and SCC members

Shrivenham Park
Golf Club

An enjoyable afternoon was
had by all in April on a putting
green in superb condition
that contributed to great
scores from everyone.

The social putting winners
were Vivien Moss (1st), Angela
Jennings (2nd) and Jane
Archer (3rd). In the Parkies
Pals competition, Margaret
Disney took top spot, ahead
of Dave Logan and Mick Reid.

If you are interested in finding
out more about what we get
up to at SPGC, reach out to us
using the contact details
listed on our website
(www.shrivenhampark.co.uk)
or simply pop in.

Carole Lee
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HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

Free Thermal Imaging Camera Loan Scheme

Highworth Town Council is pleased to be working collaboratively with other parish councils to support a new
thermal imaging camera loan scheme, helping residents identify heat loss in their homes and improve
energy efficiency.

As part of this initiative, Highworth Town Council has purchased two FLIR One Edge Pro thermal imaging
cameras, which residents of Highworth parish can borrow free of charge from:

? Highworth Library
With energy costs continuing to affect many households, these easy to use cameras attach to a smartphone
and help residents better understand how energy is being lost from their homes, enabling them to make

informed improvements.

Library cardholders can borrow a camera free of charge for up to seven days.

events at nghworth Skate P k
’ this sum
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REPRESENTATIVES

News from Highworth’s Mayor

As | write, final preparations
are well underway for May
Day. This year, alongside the
festivities, my mayor’s
charity scavenger hunt and
wand-making activities will,
I hope, spark excitement
among our younger
residents. | look forward to
“" announcing the total funds
raised next month, following the culmination of
my fundraising efforts at May Day.

On 14 April, | had the pleasure of chairing a town
meeting where topics, including the High Street
and local economy, our environment and green
spaces, infrastructure and future planning, and
how best to support our community, were
discussed. The ideas shared will help shape our
priorities as we move into a new council and
develop a four-year plan.

In other matters, we continue to wait for the
outcome of Swindon Borough Council’s pre-
application regarding the Old Golf Course, which
is expected to be discussed at the 1 July cabinet
meeting in Swindon.

Meanwhile, the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan
remains with the examiner. However, frustratingly,
new legislation means an additional two-week
consultation will be required to satisfy legislation
before we can progress to referendum soon.

We are also continuing to press for action on HGV
issues along Shrivenham Road.

And exciting news! Work on the new 3G pitch
begins this month and is expected to take around
15 weeks.

Finally, I want to reflect on what makes Highworth
truly special: its people. The strength of our
community coming together has shone through
yet again at my mayoral events. Thank you to
everyone who has supported me during my
mayoral year. It has been an honour, and | look
forward to continuing to serve you over the next
four years as a Councillor.

Julie Murphy, Mayor

HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN

Julie Murphy, Rosedene, Inglesham SN6 7RA
07803 602568 julie. murphy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

DEPUTY MAYOR & VICE-CHAIRMAN
lan Durnin Duffy, 78A Westrop, Highworth SN6 7HJ
07821937159 ian.durninduffy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Maxine Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 7SL
07920 062905 maxine.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Simon Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 7SL
07850 468095 simon.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Theresa Draper, theresa.draper@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Flossy Freeman-Inglis, Crouch Farm, Highworth SN6 7QS
01793 762489 flossy.freeman-inglis@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop, Highworth SN6 7HA
01793 226337 nick.gardiner@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Paul Heaton, paul.heaton@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Anthony Houghton, 40 The Dormers, Highworth SN6 7NZ
01793 266473 Mob: 07880 793062
anthony.houghton@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Natalie Key, 30 The Willows, Highworth SN6 7PG
07971 485359 natalie.key@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Kenneth Saunders, 343 Windrush SN6 7EF
01793 763071 Mob: 07968 640136
ken.saunders@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk

Richard Williams, 7 Park Avenue SN6 7AW
07789781151 richard.williams@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Paul Wood, paul.wood@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS

Vijay Manro, 38 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07545 429367 vmanro3@swindon.gov.uk

Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk

Council Offices
3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth SN6 7FB
Tel. 01793 762377 / 763511

www.highworthlink.co.uk #1



Family Gatherings ..
Wedding Receptions e Conferences
Club and 506/ety /Meetmgs ° etc.

Detalls o,C our wlde and Vvaried
aCtivities are on our wepsite

01793 765408

ahd |eave a message

www.highworthlink.co.uk



REPRESENTATIVE

News from Will Stone MP

You may have heard about the City of Culture
competition which has been running since 2013 and
has been awarded to a number of cities such as
Bradford, Coventry and Hull.

Analysis by Hull University has found that the title of
City of Culture brought in roughly £220 million of
investment a year after the city received the title.
Swindon recently announced its intention to be
named City of Culture and has been shortlisted for the
competition; a win in this area would be excellent
news for the wider town.

This year the government announced a competition
for Town of Culture, giving shortlisted candidates
£60,000 to prepare their bids with the chance to win
£3 million. Two runners-up will each receive £250,000.

As soon as we were made aware, my team and |
instantly thought of Highworth and how this money
and title of Town of Culture could preserve and
enhance its cultural heritage and identity.

HfglAwo V'_I_!A Methodist Church

Vicarage Lane, Highworth SNG 7DG
What's on in June s
Website: www.highworthmethodistchurch.org.uk
‘www.facebook.com/HighworthMethodistChurch

| have loved visiting the incredible cultural events in
Highworth, from the D-Day commemorations to
Remembrance Sunday events, and know how
important events like the PTA Easter trail at Warneford
School (which, as an aside. | had the pleasure of
visiting recently to see how engaged students are with
local and national politics) are to local people.

My team and | raised the prospect of Highworth taking
part in the competition with your town council and I'm
really pleased they have submitted their Expression of
Interest. (See page 18 for more information.) Your
council have my full backing in this and, if shortlisted, |
will be incredibly keen to support the full proposals
and have many local groups involved.

As this is a new competition, the government haven't
yet announced a specific date for the shortlisted
applicants but we expect to hear soon.

As always, if you need support or would like to reach
out, please email me at will.stone.mp@parliament.uk.
Will Stone MP

Craft Group

an ¢4 16th
10am-1pm

Make new friends
[Learn new sKills
All welcome

come before Him
LjOYFul songs.
“Péajm 100:2
T{e;-reshments served
after the service
Afternoon Communion /
Tuesday, 2" 2pm

3CSs - Coffee,
Cake & chat

Wednesday, 10th
2.30pm

Join us for a chat, Cake
and a cuppa (and some
singing!)
id |

Fellowship

Just come along!
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CHURCHES

St. Michael’s Church Highworth

The church is open daily for private prayer.
10:15am Sunday Service

We meet in St. Michael’s Church and groups for
children and youth are held during this service, with
refreshments being served after the service.

First, third and fifth Sundays are Morning Worship,
second and fourth Sundays are Holy Communion.

The live service can be found on YouTube by searching
‘St. Michaels Church Highworth'

8:30am Holy Communion (BCP)
First and third Sundays

11am Midweek Communion

On the third Wednesday of each month from 11am.
Coffee and cake served from 10:15am.

Prayers

Tuesday Prayers at 9:30am.

Friday Blessings from 9:15am.

The second and fourth Mondays see Prayer Hour in

the Church Room at 7:30pm (excluding bank holidays).

We remember those we love and miss
Sean McNally

Praying for the roads in the town
Hannington, Sevenhampton and
Inglesham villages

Home Farm and Islay Crescent
Kilda Road and Kings Avenue
Knowlands and Lechlade Road

7 June

10 June
21 June
28 June

St. Leonard’s Parish Church
Stanton Fitzwarren

7 June  Morning Worship, 9:30am

14 June Ecology Walk (see below*), 10am

Family Service: Jonah and the Whale, 11:15am
21 June Team Service at St. Leonard’s, 10am
28 June Holy Communion, 9:30am

*To celebrate ecology there will be a chance to meet at
10am on Sunday 14 June at the church. Come and
take partin a guided walk into Stanton Park,
identifying plants and birds, before returning to the
church for refreshments at 11am. If you wish, you can
join the Family Service for the story of Jonah and the
Whale, held in the churchyard (weather permitting) at
11:15am.

Join us for our Stanton Coffee Morning on Wednesday
17 June at Stanton House Hotel. We will meet at
10:15am for coffee and chat, and then Liz Gardner
share her journey with us.

The church building will be open every Wednesday in
school term time from 10am to 4pm, or telephone Liz
and Roger on 01793 762935 to organise for the
building to be open for you to visit.

Please go to www.stantonchurch.info for updates.

With thanks to all those who have sponsored
the floodlighting of St. Michael’s Church

Floodlighting forms are available from St. Michael’s Church office, Vicarage Lane, or the church website at
www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk/floodlighting. Your dedication will appear in an issue of Highworth’s LINK Magazine.

Cracked Screens e Water Hamage

Port Charger Changes
Replacement Batteries
Diagnosing Falllts

Warren Saunders e 07436 998296

TERESA UDELL bacvlﬁ;_

mcp D]Pm Fngistared Mersbes 10472

Trauma_
Counsellor

Support with anxiety, depression,
family difficulties and other issues

Call 0773 309 -3'}6_5__._
email teresaudell@icloud.com

44 www.highworthlink.co.uk




G. R. ACKLING

DECORATOR

Apprenticeship Served
Advanced City & Guilds
Qualified

Free Estimates

Call (01793) 764983

SAFU'S INDIAN

RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY

TAP AND TIFFIN BAR
ARE NOW OFFERING:

LUNCH 12-2PM*EVENING 5-10PM+*MON CLOSED

10 HIGH STREET SN6 7AG
01793 453192 - 07399 808346

G~ -

T’J HIGHWORTH

REMOVE GARDEN WASTE
SMALL OR LARGE JOBS

CONTACT BAZ

)

Swim England

We run classes for all standards of
swimmers from 4 to 12 years old at our
venue in Bourton (Nr Shrivenham)
Please contact us on:

298984/ 0

e N

Sl -r..r/

City and Guilds Qualified
* Lime Plastering and Rendering
* Skimming of Walls and Ceilings
* Interior/Exterior Rendering
* Interior/Exterior Painting
* Covering Artex * Repairs
* Clean and Reliable

For a free quote please call Adam
079 4187 1323

aww.adamgoughplastering.co.uk

L.N.E

Lee Newson FElectrical
Domestic » Commercial » Industrial

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Millbrook House, Westrop, Highworth SN& 7QH
leenewsonelectrical@yahoo.com
07860622122

Acupuncture

An effective treatment for many
health problems.

Hazel Andrews ucac macs
7 Ash Gardens, South Marston

01793 827507

www.acuhome.co.uk

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)

Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

e !

GREAT WESTERN
CLEARANCE
Respectful & Efficient
House Clearance
in Highworth & Swindon

Call us now
www.greatwesternclearance.co.uk

"

JANE BEDFORD

CHIROPODY & PODIATRY

MOBILE FOOT CARE SERVICES
IN THE COMFOHT OF YOUR OWN HOME

Services include:
I reach nails «
athletes foot - Fo

T 0?5 16 420953 . E hello qa nebedfordchiropady.co. uic

anebedfordchiropody.co.uk

L WwWWw.ji ¥ &

_OTSWOLD % CARPENTRY

Welcome to Craftmanship

SPECIALIST SMALL
"8 WORKS CONTRACTOR
- ¥ EXTERNAL & INTERNAL
REFURBISHMENTS

For a Professional Service,

with expert advice, pll ase contact

www.highworthlink.co.uk

GM4 Electrical

Local Domestic
——-| Electrician

| No job too small

07900 243116

info@gm4electrical.com

www.gmdelectrical.com

RDB Property Services

Decking, Fencing,
Decorating &

General Property

| J ! |
FULLY INSURED

roberthowles86@yahoo.com
07713 857957

Maintenance

IAN NICKELS
PLAST G

All work inside/outside

+ RENDERING + COVING

+ CEILINGS « WALLS

+ SKIMMING + INSURANCE WORK

Over 40 years' expetience — apprentice serviced
For all your plastering needs

lanNickels66&hotmail.com « Tel: 07790 273725

Plans drawn for Extensions,
Conversions & New Builds

Free Estimates NO VAT
01793 762368

homeplandesign@yahoo.com
www.home-plan-design.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACTS

(¢ LOCAL CONTACT )

EMERGENCY NON-EMERGENCY
Police, Fire, Ambulance  Emergency 999 Police Non-Emergency 101
Gas Emergency 0800111999  NHS Non-Emergency 111
Electricity Emergency 105 Pest Control Non-Emergency 07789 781151
Water Emergency 08003169 800
BUSES DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS SCHOOLS
Stagecoach Swindon 01793521415 Highworth Surgery 01793762218 Eastrop Infants 01793763772
Thamesdown Transport 01793 428400 Elm Tree Surgery, (Shrivenham) 01793 782207 Southfield Junior 01793762210
Dial-a-Ride 01793 616050 Great Western Hospital 01793 604020 Westrop Primary 01793 762897
Community Transport 01793617828 Warneford Secondary 01793 762426
Traveline 08712002233 LIBRARY TAXIS
Highworth Libra 01793 463500
COLLEGES 'ghworth Horary Veezu 01793 701701
Cirencester College 01285 640994 RECREATION
New College Swindon i TRAINS
Queens Do Campus oirozeiarg | TomwerthRec 017937626021 National Rail Endiries 03457 484950
North Star Campus 01793491591 PHARMACIES Great Western Railways 03457 000125
LAW & ORDER Highworth Pharmacy 01793 762220 Disabled and Assisted Travel 08001971329
Crimestoppers 0800555111 Home Farm Pharmacy 01793 861392 OTHER SERVICES
Victim Supportline 08081689111 Jones Graham Pharmacy it i
Acton F’Fij 0300 123 2030 (Shrivenham) 01793 783336 C|t|zgns Advice Bureaul 08444 994114
ction Frau Trading Standards (business) 0207 830 6000

COUNCILS PRESCHOOL/NURSERY Trading Standards (consumers) 03454 04 05 06
Highworth Town Council 01793762377 Eastrop Nursery 01793763772 Alcohol and Drug Service 01793 695405
Swindon Borough Council 01793 463000 Westrop Nursery 01793762897 Samaritans 01793537373
Streetsmart 01793 445501 South Marston Pre-school 01793823379 Women's Refuge 01793610610
FIRE SAFETY Root &Branch

\I-Iome fire safety check 0800 038 2323 (Mental Health Therapeutic Centre) 01793 782999

High WOI’th LINK magaZi NE€ Ppublished under the auspices of Highworth Churches Together.

Published by Highworth LINK
Magazine Community Interest
Company, which operates to
provide a benefit to the community
it serves.

Editor: Rachael Laing Smith
E: editor@highworthlink.co.uk

Production: Simon French

T: 07716 197236

E: highworthlink72@gmail.com
Advertising: Debbie Hodgson

E: advertising@highworthlink.co.uk
Distribution: Keith Smith

E: keith@xcrosskeys.co.uk

Registered Office:

The Bridge Centre,
8a Sheep Street,
Highworth SN6 7AA

Highworth LINK magazine is published monthly
except in January and August.

Opinions expressed or implied in any contributions
are not necessarily those of the editor or
management committee.

No responsibility can be accepted for any error of
fact in the magazine or website. Please inform the
editor of any errors so they can be rectified.

We do not endorse or guarantee the legitimacy of
any advertisers or their products/services. Readers
are encouraged to conduct their own research and
exercise caution when engaging with advertised
offerings.

We reserve the right to edit contributions and to
not publish any contribution or advertisement that
is either unsuitable for our format or is inconsistent
with our editorial policy.

Contributions:

May be published in the magazine and/or the web.
Make clear any limitations you have about what,
how and when we may publish your contribution.
Email is preferred, otherwise deliver to The Bridge
Centre, 8 Sheep Street, Highworth.

Make sure you are writing for a general audience,
not just your own organisation. News stories
should not exceed 200 words. If it’s too long we will
ask you to cut it. Articles may be longer but get in
touch first to save the inconvenience of a rejection.
Photographs and advertising artwork should be
clear, with good contrast. JPEG electronic format is
preferred. The print process requires images ideally
to be 300dpi for best results. Low resolution
images, that appear clear on screen, will print
blurred depending on the size and resolution of
the image supplied.

Make sure any people in photos agree that the
photo can be published in the magazine and on
the web. Get parental consent in the case of
minors.

Please indicate if you are using Al for any
image/photo creation. Allimages generated in Al
will require a caption noting the fact.

Submission Deadlines:
First day of the month preceding publication.

www.highworthlink.co.uk



GAS & OIL
HEATING
SERVICE PLANS

Avoid the unexpected costs of breakdowns, 4
callouts & repairs, from as litile as £8.99 ) ]
per month. There are four options J ;

available,to suit all households.

Contact us for more details or check out F

the website.

I | THE PURPLE 01367 252807 / 01793 674 474
I.l PLUMBING  info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

PEQPLE L™ purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

The Purple Plumbing People Ltd

We are registered with Gas Safe and OFTEC and are fully insured.
Our engineers are qualified in Gas, 0il & LPG works

E”’ @)= %
i ©

BOILERS & CENTRAL HEATING SERVICE PLANS HYBRID BOILERS PLUMBING
Servicing, Repairs & Avoid the unexpected Now installing heat pump We fix leaks, burst
Replacements. costs of breakdowns, technology to your homes. pipes and everything
Repairs & installations of callouts & repairs. Call to find out more. in between.

Gas, Oil & LPG systems.

01367 252807 | info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk
purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk PLUMBING

Check Out Our s 3

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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| ¥ éHowroom: Uhit 26 Blackwort

We Install A Wide Range Of Inspiring Products
To Suit Your Every Need

Windows « Doors « Roofline (Fascia, Soffit & Guttering) - Conservatories « Bifold Doors
Conservatory Roofs Cladding - Secondary Glazing
No Gimmicks - Just Honest Prices

Take a look online for more information

Ok0)]

: m?_l_g.l._
www.wiltshirewindows.co.uk @ o %‘E{_i

Scan Me

Request a free quote today: info@wiltshirewindows.co.uk



