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STOWE CENTRAL

SWINDON

Later living
within reach

A collection of 2-bedroom apartments with
canal views for sale for over 55s. Join us at
our Price Launch event where you can be the
first to see what Stowe Central has to offer.

+ Residents Lounge, kitchenette and activity room
+ Beautifully landscaped outdoor spaces

+ Guest Suite

+ An onsite team and 24/7 Anchor On-Calll support

+ Online wellbeing service

01793 225 633

STOWECENTRAL.ORG.UK

REGISTER TODAY

lo beinviled

Exclusive
Price Launch

WEDNESDAY
3 DECEMBER

Tlam

Basset Down
Golf Complex

lifein place

FROM ANCHOR
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Dear Aeadenr

Welcome to your final issue of 2025 - and your
first issue of 2026, of course! - and what a
bumper edition it is. If it feels a bit weightier in
your hand it's because our community has so
much to share with you. From news about
art exhibitions and sporting feats, to
exciting school projects and a guide to
this year’s church Christmas services, this
issue truly has it all.

If you're anything like me, you'll approach
this time of year full of anticipation and
joy as winter settles in and Christmas
approaches. Streets are adorned with

twinkling lights, homes glow with festive decorations,

and families gather to celebrate traditions passed
down through generations. There's a special kind of
magic in the air: the first snowfall, cosy evenings by
the fire, and the sound of carols drifting from door to
door. For many, these moments bring comfort and
connection, a sense of belonging and warmth that
lights up even the darkest days of winter.

Highwo r_hft Methodist Church
Chridtmad
#e Meirin g’

In aid of Friends of Angel's Orphanage

Take Time to Enjo
R 4%

and have Fun!
@ Coffee/Tea and
Homemade Cakes

AND Dee’s tasty marmalades

& jams to buy!!
We always put the ‘fun’ into FUNdraising!!!
10.30am - 12pm

Saturday 6th December 2025
nghworth Methodist Church sn6 7HG

madof: [ ) FRIENDS OF
! ‘I} ANGEL'S ORPHAMGE
FMﬂL Drphanage b @ focad charity - st up to help support their
qu-tumhmumﬁmum.mmmww
ehitdren’s housing, rducational and well-bring
Charity na. 1138321

However, it's important to remember that the
season is not easy for everyone. While
some are surrounded by loved ones
\I and laughter, others may feel the
.~ sting of loneliness or grief more
acutely during this time. Pressure to
| appear happy and expectations of plenty
" can leave people facing hardship, loss, or
mental health issues feeling isolated or
overwhelmed. The cold months can be
harsh for people who don't have stable
housing or those struggling to make ends
meet. As a community, reaching out with
empathy, kindness and support can
make a world of difference. Small gestures — a warm
meal, a thoughtful message, or simply listening - can
help remind us all that the true spirit of this season lies
in caring for one another.

/
A ochas A

CAROLS

orn- ZA(&'

MINCE PIES

HOT CHOCOLATE MULLED WINE

Front cover image: Painting by Tayla Ince

www.highworthlink.co.uk



What Do You Really Need to Celebrate Christmas?

Over the centuries, countless traditions
have shaped the way we celebrate
Christmas. Our Victorian forebears were
especially influential in popularising
many of the customs we now take for
granted - the Christmas tree, festive
decorations, and even the beloved
Christmas turkey. From Santa Claus to
stockings, the season has become rich
with symbols of warmth and joy.

Several years ago, | spent four months living at a
theological college in South India. My time there
included the seasons of Advent and Christmas,
offering me the chance to experience the celebrations
of a Christian minority within a largely non-Christian
culture. Christian households would often keep a
lighted lantern in their windows during Advent as a
symbol of the coming of the Light of the World. During
church services, local prayers and worship songs filled
the air, though occasionally we found ourselves
singing traditional Western carols about snow and

winter, despite the temperature outside
being a balmy 25 degrees!

That experience reminded me that
Christmas isn’t truly about the trimmings —
not the tree, the pudding, or the wintry
scenes — but about the message they
point to. At its heart, Christmas celebrates
love, generosity and hope. People express
that spirit in many ways: sharing food,
giving gifts, decorating homes, and
gathering for worship. Whether it’s lanterns glowing in
India, or candles flickering in Europe, the meaning
remains the same: light shining in the darkness.

So, what do we really need to celebrate Christmas?
Not much, really. A thankful heart and a willingness to
share the good news of God’s love for the world.
Wherever we are in the world, Christmas reminds us
that love can bridge every distance and brighten

every place.
Rev. lan Mead

Methodist Minister for Highworth and Shrivenham

Firewalk Fundraiser for Society Without Abuse

Fearless fundraisers
from across Swindon
have raised over
£14,000 for local
domestic abuse
charity Society
Without Abuse (SWA)
by braving the blaze
in the SWA Firewalk.

Swindon Cricket Club
was alight with bravery
and enthusiasm as
participants first walked over broken glass
before embracing the embers, raising
£14,008.08 so far, with money continuing to
come in. The majority of money raised was
match-funded by the Big Give’s Women and
Girls Fund, meaning that the money will be used
directly for SWA's recovery programmes for adult and
child victims of domestic abuse.

Cheered on by friends and family, 30 brave walkers took
on the challenge of walking 15 feet over red-hot coals -
a symbolic journey mirroring the experience of many
survivors of domestic abuse: beginning with fear and

SOCIETY WITHOUT ABUSE

uncertainty, building
courage step by step,
and finally achieving
something once
thought impossible.

The event was made
possible thanks to
sponsorship from Gel
Studios and the
generosrcy and support
'.!‘. of the Swindon Cricket

»-ﬂfufo ;r«Jﬂ S :,;mnW
L. Club and their

members. Local food vendors Gourmet58,
Samosas2go and the Sugar Shack kept
walkers and supporters fuelled through
the evening.

If you need advice for yourself or a friend relating to
Domestic Abuse, call Swindon’s domestic abuse
helpline on 01793 610610.

To find out more about SWA visit
www.societywithoutabuse.org.uk.

Eleanor Butler

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Pride of Swindon Awards Are Open

Do you know of an individual or team who have
provided a special or a long service, who have
made a difference, inspired others, or gone that
‘extra mile’ and deserve to be recognised for their
contribution to our community?

SWINDON 105.5, Voluntary Action Swindon
and Swindon Borough Council announce
the return of the Pride of Swindon Awards,
first launched in 2008.

Shirley Ludford, Station Manager at Swindon

105.5 and one of the original founders, says,

“Each nomination tells a story, and there are so

many great stories to be shared and people to be
recognised for their contribution to our community.
Over the years there have been so many heartfelt and
deserved nominations. | am delighted we are able to
bring back the Pride of Swindon Awards."

Councillor Jim Robbins, Leader of Swindon Borough
Council said, “The Council is proud to be supporting this

Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells!

The Rotary Sleigh is on the way! In the run-up to
Christmas, our sleigh will be outside some Swindon
supermarkets seeking donations in support of several
local charities.

Last year, our Christmas Appeal raised an impressive
£5,525 which we distributed to Youth Adventure Trust,
Wiltshire Treehouse, Swindon Carers, Samaritans,
Prospect Hospice, Owen’s World Foundation, and the
Motor Neurone Disease North Wiltshire Association. We
are hoping we can top that figure this year.

Our Club President, Mike Helyer, says, “Every donation,
no matter what size, helps us make a real difference for
local charities and the people they support. Thanks to
the generosity of our community, we're able to bring
hope and assistance to those who need it most. All the
money collected goes directly to charity”

Our sleigh will be at Asda West Swindon, Morrisons in
Dorcan, and Sainsbury’s in Stratton. Donations can be
made in cash or by card. Or you can donate through
our website.

At Asda, our sleigh will be on the Ashington Way side,
near the car wash on 6 and 7 December and 20, 21, 23
and 24 December.

On 13 December you will find us at Morrisons in

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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inspiring initiative and | look forward to
recognising the everyday heroes who make
the Borough so special”’

The 2026 awards will be officially launched by

Swindon’s newly appointed Town Crier, Rob
Hardy, at 12 noon on Wednesday 5
November by the statue of Isambard
Kingdom Brunel in Havelock Square,
Swindon Town Centre.

Nominations close at 5pm on Friday 15
December and finalists will be invited to the
Pride of Swindon Award event at the Doubletree
by Hilton Hotel, Swindon, on Thursday 5 March 2026.

For more information on how to nominate an individual
or a team, please see the Pride of Swindon Award page
on the Swindon Borough Council website:
www.swindon.gov.uk/prideofswindon or call Shirley on
01793 611555.

Pyt
Rotary - <
Swindon North
& Thamesdown

Dorcan, and at Sainsbury’s in Stratton on 19 December.

Please pay us a visit if you can or make a donation
online. Go to our website for more information and to
donate online.

Our Rotary Tree is in the NSPCC Festival of Trees. The
Festival will be in the foyer of the Wyvern Theatre from 6
December to 5 January during the run of the Wyvern’s
panto, Sleeping Beauty.

Happy Christmas, everyone!

If joining a Rotary Club interests you, please get in touch
by emailing rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com or phone
07710 228697 (Ken) or 07712 078942 (Chris).

Ken Winslow



CAP Expanding to Meet Increasing Demand

The team at Highworth's
Christians Against
Poverty (CAP) Debt
Centre, based at The
Bridge Centre, is
expanding to help
people as costs remain
high. The Debt Centre
team has appointed Deb
Wathen as an additional
Debt Coach, doubling
the number of
appointments available
to local people.

Since opening in 2014, the centre has seen steady
growth in the number of people seeking help with
their financial issues.

Kathryn Ford, CAP Debt Centre Manager, said, “Since
we started, it has been wonderful to be able to help so
many families and individuals go debt-free in
Highworth. They can now move forward with their

ULl EAKITH

Come and see us on 9th December at
VISIT HIGHWORTH, in the High Street, for our
Mini Spa Experience and Christmas gifts

lives without the constant
stress, worry and anxiety
that often comes with being
in debt.

christians
against
poverty

“Over the years, we've seen
the need for free debt help
grow, and we want to be
able to help as many people
as we possibly can. Now,
with the addition of Deb to the team, it’s great to be
able to offer more support for local people.”

Deb said, “I love the Highworth area and its people. |
want to give something back, and the CAP Debt
Centre gives me a chance to do that. | can work with
people and walk with them as they see real change
and a way out of debt. | know how difficult managing
finances can be for us all, particularly at the minute
with high prices, and especially if someone is also
struggling with other challenges like ill-health,
bereavement or unemployment.”

If you are struggling with your finances, you can find
out more about the services CAP offers in your area by
visiting www.capuk.org/help or calling 0800 328 0006
free of charge. For more information on a wider range
of free help available, visit www.moneyhelper.org.uk.

To support CAP’s work across the UK and help more
individuals and families get out of debt, you can
donate at www.capuk.org/donate. And if you're
interested in finding out more about how you can
directly support your local CAP centre, contact Kathryn
Ford at kathrynford@capuk.org - 07885 579876.

every Wednesday
10 fo 11:30am

st. Leonard’s
Church, Blunsdon

£

small and friendly xl‘ovp

Slf‘f‘ng ar\d

,3,1 activit fies
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BARNES COACHES

‘NEW; 2026*UK &IEuropeanigs
Coach Hollday Brochure®™

AVAILABL NW

Do you suffer from

MEYTIET

Degeneration!?

We use a unique lens technology,
to help those suffering from
Macular Degeneration by:

« Increasing the Magnification - giving a
larger, clearer image
* Incorporating Prism - to focus the light on a
healthier part of the eye
= Special Filters - to enhance contrast and
reduce glare, giving more
comfortable vision

VISIONVISIT

mobile opticlans

www.visionvisit.co.uk 01 793 232 588

www.highworthlink.co.uk 7

2026 UK & European

Coach Holidays - :

01793821303 /
barnescoaches «<o.uk -

CHRISTMAS

FAYRE AT
BLOOMFIELDS

DELICATESSEN, DELI CAFE & FOOD TO GO

té;:.'.il' in :-{c‘;m{.’ /&g:’aml f m!(/ j:fwrml‘ionuf ..700:/
ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR:

CHRISTMAS

+* HAMPERS =

WWW.BLOOMFIELDSFINEFOOD.CO.UK

ARTISAN CHEESES ‘ OLIVES - PRESERVES - CHOCOLATES
COFFEES & TEAS - LOCAL BEERS, CIDERS & WINES - GIFTS

8 HIGH STREET, HIGHWORTH T:766399

33 HIGH STREET, SHRIVENHAM T: 783999

THAXK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL
INDEFENDENT BUSINESSES



- - e ‘-.

COMMUNIEY -

New Drop-in Café for Community Larder

The Highworth Community Larder (HCL) drop-in café
- Welcome Wednesday - opened in September.
Visitors were able to enjoy a free cup of coffee or tea
with cake or biscuits, as well as good company in a
warm and welcoming venue.

This opening session was attended by Julie Murphy,
Mayor of Highworth. We are very grateful to
Highworth Town Council (HTC) for their generosity in
letting us use the Council Rooms and to the two
volunteers from Hilliers who came to help. We were
also visited by a reporter from BBC Wiltshire, Karen
Gardener, who interviewed one of the trustees, Alison
Durrant, and wrote a very supportive article about the
café which you can read by going to
www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c62lgvxp5jxo.

Representatives from Citizens Advice attended our
October session. They were able to help a number of
people with advice and this was much appreciated by
our customers. We hope they will visit us again and
that other agencies will also attend to offer
information or advice.

The café will be held in the Council Rooms in Gilberts
Lane on the third Wednesday of each month from
9:30am to 11am. Advance notice of these sessions can
be found on the HCL and HTC social media pages. We
look forward to welcoming you.

Alongside this new venture we continue to run the
Community Larder every Tuesday, from 8am to 10am,
at Westrop School where we distribute surplus food
received from supermarkets and other donors to our
visitors free of charge.

To accomplish all this we are reliant on our wonderful
team of volunteers, who staff the café and the larder
and also collect surplus food from supermarkets.
Sadly people do sometimes have to leave us, and

we are always looking for new volunteers. If you feel
you could help us or would like any further
information, do please either drop in and visit us

at the larder or the café or contact us at
highworthcommunitylarder@gmail.com.

Sue Morison

National Trust Buscot and Coleshill

This month, it’s all about how we're working
with partners.

In September we were more than grateful to welcome
the Scouts who picked loads of apples for Highworth
Community Cider. We are looking forward to trying
some of this year’s batch!

As winter draws in, there is still plenty to be done in the
countryside for nature conservation. At Wayland
Smithy, we are working in partnership with National
Trails who are working with the Ridgeway Partnership.
Our Area Ranger, Andy Foley, recently worked with
them and a group of volunteers to create dead hedges

to make way for tree
planting through the winter.

b1
-
miﬁ;efsligda:;(;:aeg";?nr:::jsf in support of N d t 1ona I
Buscot. Training has been Trust
provided by RM Wetlands and Environmental to our
valued partner organisations — Berks, Bucks and Oxon
Wildlife Trust, Cotswold Rivers Trust, as well as staff and
volunteers. The session was designed to show how we
can install leaky dams. These dams are nature-based
solutions made from logs and branches. The aim is to
install them in ditches south of the village to reduce
the impact of flooding. Check back in the months
ahead for updates as work begins.

We partnered with Petra National Trust in Jordan this
year as part of the Withstanding Change Project. The
teams in Coleshill and Jordan connected online and in
person, and this has helped both locations progress
towards the same goal: helping young people consider
careers in heritage and sustainable futures nationally
and locally in both countries. The partnership has only
just begun, and there are many plans for the future.

Sarah Hannis, Senior Volunteering and
Community Manager

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Latest News from the
Big Highworth Community Foundation

Can you believe it — we are almost at the end of ol
2025! It's been a busy year at Big Highworth. j \@',r "

As we said goodbye to trustees Russell Dobbs and Chris }-,:1" Big Highworth !{:
Kent, we welcomed trustees Jayne Britton, Nigel Fitch , '
and Hannah Edwards.

community together matters

=] We donated almost £3,500 from our 2025 awards, as well as supporting an
Community Grant Fund to: individual award at our upcoming
ceremony. More sponsor information will be
available soon. Additionally we are grateful
to the many businesses that have
contributed raffle and tombola prizes,
promoted our events, and provided
continued support - your generosity is
invaluable to us.

The Roxi Foundation £500
Root and Branch £528
Highworth Historical Society £324
Armed Forces Equine Charity £500
Highworth Choral Society £1,000
Heart for Philippines:

Highworth project £600

As a community charity, our operations rely
entirely on donations; we do not have a
retail outlet, nor do we receive grant
funding. Each contribution plays a crucial
role in enabling us to serve the community
We've held successful events and fundraisers  effectively. We extend our heartfelt thanks to
that supported our 2025 Community Grant all supporters who have helped make this

In March we held our inaugural
Community Awards where we honoured
and celebrated our Citizen, Volunteer
and Charity of the Year.

Fund and are now raising funds for 2026. If year a tremendous success for the

you have fundraising ideas, email Community Foundation. Looking ahead to
bighighworthevents@gmail.com. 2026, we remain optimistic for continued
In September our Community Award judges GEHEGEE B

chose our winners for our next Community If you would like to join our journey,
Awards which will be held at Wrag Barn in please consider volunteering at our

March 2026. We thank all of them for their events by contacting us at

support and time. Thank you for the bighighworthevents@gmail.com or
outstanding nominations this year. Though applying to become a trustee at

not all made the judges’shortlist, every BHCF2023@outlook.com.

S BEE U, To follow Big Highworth, volunteer

We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to and/or support our journey, you can
Wiltshire Windows for serving as the follow us on Facebook

headline sponsor of our Community Awards ~ www.facebook.com/BigHighworthCommun
for two consecutive years. We also thank ityFoundation, or you can donate on

Hilliers Funeral for sponsoring our March Localgiving.




From the Rector’s Pen

When | was at college many years ago,
I had to write a paper on sociological
change based on a book by A.H.
Halsey. | can’t remember what | wrote
in the paper but | do remember the
title: Continuity and Change in

British Society.

We live in a society that continues to
change. When [ first studied computing,
PCs had not been invented, TVs were
black and white, and phones were made
of Bakelite. But each year, without fail,

Christmas would come around, presents would appear

and trees would be decorated. The contents of the
presents would change, the people | celebrated it with
would change, but Christmas itself was a constant.

As | approach a major change in my life - a knee

replacement — | am learning the value of
faith in the consistency of God. No matter
what is happening in the world or at home,
| know that God sent his Son into our
broken world to bring peace, reconciliation
and healing.

Christmas is about continuity and change,
God’s everlasting love, and Christ coming
to change for the better our lives and

His world.

This Christmas, remember one of the
names of Jesus: Immanuel, God with us.
And pray for peace in the world and peace in your
home, now and for ever.

Phil Goodey, Vicar of Highworth and
Rector of Broad Blunsdon

Heart for Philippines at Parliament and Afternoon Tea

@ and Zobel\(l) with fellow delegates
Bfrom Cotabato, Manila and Dublin

Heart for Philippines was honoured to attend a
landmark health policy event at the UK Parliament on
21 October, hosted by the University of Plymouth and
the University of the Philippines. The evening marked
the launch of the South East Asia Health Policy
Network, bringing together over 50 policymakers,
health professionals and advocates to address the
health impacts of climate change.

Founders Jamie and Zobel Starritt shared grassroots
Filipino perspectives, highlighting the resilience and
innovation of communities in a nation continually
struck by calamities and natural disasters. As a small
charity, Heart for Philippines takes pride in its swift
action —delivering life-saving aid within 24 hours of
a disaster.

Supported by Tony Vaughan MP, the British Council and
university partners, the event reaffirmed our

= (’ Heart for Philippines
, —

commitment to urgent, community-led action.
Because these calamities happen again and again,
your donations are vital. Please email
info@heartforphilippines.org to find out how you
can support.

We were also delighted to host From the Heart: A Special
Afternoon Tea at Grove Hill Care Home, an event made
possible by a generous grant from BIG Highworth
Community Foundation.

The time was filled with warmth and joy as children
from the community lovingly served tea and chatted
with residents, bridging generations with kindness and
smiles. One touching moment came when Dorothy, a
resident, said, “What a lovely thought, such a lovely
surprise. Why did you have to do these things to old
people like us?”

Her words remind us why these simple acts matter so
much; they show our elders they are cherished, valued
and never forgotten. We are grateful to Fezan Islam and
the Grove Hill carers for creating such a welcoming
atmosphere. Rooted in Filipino culture’s deep respect
for elders, this project celebrates family, connection

and compassion.
Zobel Starritt, Co-Founder

10 www.highworthlink.co.uk



Barton Court Therapies
Highworth

Teresa Triggs Tracey Kassulke

Teresa Triggs and Tracey Kassulke are celebrating 3 years of
developing Barton Court Therapies. The centre has grown
from their own counselling practices to now also offering a

range of therapeutic services with other practitioners.

=

Bonny Prim Teresa Udell Ed Hopgood Zoe Dixon-Saunders Susie Richards

Tucked away in a peaceful courtyard just off the High Street in Highworth, 4 Barton Court is a
welcoming therapy centre offering a calm escape from the outside world. Its beautifully
decorated and thoughtfully furnished rooms create a warm, inviting atmosphere where clients
can feel safe, supported, and truly heard. Each space is designed to ensure confidentiality and
comfort, making it an ideal setting for personal reflection and growth.

The centre provides a range of therapies tailored to individual needs, delivered by experienced
professionals dedicated to helping clients navigate life’s challenges with care and compassion.

Therapists at 4 Barton Court offer a wide variety of counselling therapies for all ages - including
children (11+ years), young people, adults, and couples - as well as hypnotherapy, Emotional
Freedom Technique (EFT), and nutrition support. This comprehensive approach ensures that
every client receives the right kind of help, in the right way, at the right time.

Visit our website for further information and contact details

www.bartoncourt-therapies.co.uk
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Exciting News for
Shrivenham

We are delighted to share some wonderful news
for our village! The former Lloyd’s Bank building
on Shrivenham High Street has now been sold,
and our new landlord, J. Knapp & Sons Ltd, has
stepped in with a strong commitment to keeping
essential services and community spaces at the
heart of Shrivenham.

Christmas is a great time to meet friends and
family and enjoy their company, to have a
laugh, play games, reminisce and enjoy good
food. But how can we celebrate without the
meaningless consumerism?

This means both Shrivenham Post Office and Join us on Tuesday 9 December, 7:15pm for a
Sustainable Shrivenham with The Hub have a secure free hot chocolate, inspiration on reducing the
future in the village, and we'll soon be neighbours. usual Christmas waste and learn about
Together, we're creating a stronger, more connected sustainable Christmas decoration ideas. Find out
centre for our community. what party games have stood the test of time

and discover recipes that will delight your family

Splitting the building 50/50 will enable both to thrive. but won't cost the earth (in more ways than one).

For The Hub, this means continuing as a much-loved

community space, while for Shrivenham Post Office it On Tuesday 20 January Thomas Minney will
means more room to expand and improve services. join us to speak about the Wonky Veg Club
Customers can look forward to a wider range of Post which he runs at a site on Roves Farm. After
Office services, alongside an increased selection of studying Maths at Oxford University, Thomas
greetings cards, stationery, gifts and toys - and spent some time in Hong Kong with students,
hopefully no more queues out on to the pavement at teaching and running activities, and so has
busy times! experience with running groups before

followi . . ina.
There will be a short transition period: The Hub will ofiowing a career in engineering

close in its current form at Christmas to prepare for The Wonky Veg Club, which is run by volunteers,
this exciting new chapter, and Shrivenham Post Office was established to allow people to enjoy the
will be open for business as usual for the time being benefits of growing veg and enjoying the

and planning their move after Christmas. Both hope to outdoors with others in a sociable, supportive
be open in their new premises by March 2026. and knowledgeable atmosphere. So if you want

to enjoy the benefits of growing and eating fresh
veg and learning with others, but don’t want the
responsibility or time for an allotment of your
own, come and join us to hear about the Wonky
Veg Club - it might be just the thing for you.

We would like to thank all our customers and
supporters who have helped us on this journey
and we look forward to sharing more in the
coming months.

Together, we look forward to welcoming you into
our refreshed space in the spring: a real hub for
Shrivenham!

Both events will take place at Highworth
Methodist Church, SN6 7HG.

Stephanie Muir John Ranford

Saxon
Environmental
Services

Pest Control &
Estate Maintenance
Please Contact Chris on

07894 760652
cshyland@outlook.com

12 www.highworthlink.co.uk
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DEACONS for DIAMONDS

Item featured subject to Y
stock availability . ® DEACONS
[ ]

Est. 1848

Extra Christmas Shopping Days

Sunday 14th & Sunday 21st December - 10.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 01793 522072 / 527530 Tel: 01672 519955

11-15 Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon, SN1 4AN ‘ 44-45 High Street, Marlborough, SN8 1HQ
Email: swindon@deacons-jewellers.com Email: marlborough@deacons-jewellers.com

Website: www.deacons-jewellers.com EJ @deaconsjewellers

S( SimpsonsCars For allyour vehicle sales
and servicing needs

e A _
Multi
Awdrd Winning

+ Best choice of new Subarus in the UK (%] C;‘;:gl‘::'

with guaranteed best offers # Air Conditioning re-gas £99.00 Team
©

£ Excellent part exchange values given

©

* Collection and delivery service

View our full range of cars and book your service/MOT at www.simpsons-cars.com

01793 767000 '.‘ O R I awm

www.simpsons-cars.com A
info@simpsons-cars.com >~~~ E NG BUBARLS

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Bupa )| Dental
Care

Subscribe t%aahealthy smile
with Bupa Smile Plan

Cover regular check-ups and hygien& appointments
with bite-sized monthly payments®

Call Bupa Dental Care Highworth on 01793 762 231

or email Highworth@ bupadentalcare Co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or r. Payments are'collected by monthly Direct Debit.

wau 178127 i
1 P United Kirgdan information

For the trades that build, fix
and create, we've got your back

Book
your free
online chat

We're your local accountants
who get the challenges the trades face

01793380375 = ol -

BUSINESS ADVICE

www.thenumbercrunchers.cloud ¢ numpercrunchers

www.highworthlink.co.uk




LINK Magazine Begins a New Chapter

Did you know that Highworth’s LINK Magazine has
been in production for almost 54 years? Since 1972,
the magazine has been produced on a regular basis,
evolving from a typed eight-page publication to this
glorious technicoloured magazine you now hold!

For those of you interested in numbers, here are some
quick facts:
e Approximately 540 editions have been
published since 1972.

e Almost 100 hours per month are taken to
produce each issue.

® Eachissue takes around 15 volunteer hours to
sort for delivery.

e Every single copy is sorted and delivered
by hand.

e To deliver 6,500 issues to homes takes
approximately 140 hours each month.

e Qutside of Highworth, around 15 villages
receive LINK Magazine, including Hannington,
Stanton Fitzwarren, Shrivenham and Blunsdon.

Originally developed by the churches of
Highworth as a bridge to the community,
LINK has become a key part of life in this area.
Many see it as the cornerstone of community,
providing news and information and,
therefore, deepening a sense of togetherness.
New residents are often impressed by the
magazine’s high quality and the engaging
content it offers. You have every right to feel
proud of this outstanding publication.

Recognising how vital LINK Magazine is to the
community, for two or three years now the
churches of Highworth have been
considering its future. Like so many groups
and organisations, Covid hit the magazine
hard and changed our perspective about how

W 16 with yow al/é a

it needs to be run. Above anything else, the team
strive to protect the future of the magazine, ensuring
it will continue to be a part of community life for many
years to come.

Earlier this year, LINK Magazine became a Community
Interest Company (CIC), confirming our status as a not-
for-profit organisation, and registered with Companies
House. As always, we continue to provide a benefit to
this amazing community and aim financially to only
cover our outgoings. Should any surplus be gained,
this is reinvested in the community. We have a board
of volunteer directors - Rev. Phil Goodey, Peter
Williams, David Roblin, Peter McAuley and Matt Ford —
who are responsible for handling finances and
personnel issues, and Rachael Laing Smith handles the
day-to-day management of the magazine as Editor.

Gaining CIC status is only a beneficial thing and marks
a new era for LINK Magazine. We're so grateful to you
for your support. Without your articles, adverts and
readership there really would be no point, so thank
you. Here's to another 54 years!

Volunteer to Deliver
LINK Magazine!

Passionate about your

g Neighbourhood in Shrivenham

y and South Marston? Do you have a
couple of hours o spare
each month? Join us as a voluntegr
to deliver LINK magazine! Help
share local stories, events and
resources while connecting with
your neighbours.

r Why Volunteer?
Make a diff

communify &e

Interested? Contact us at

Let's spread the word together!

www.highworthlink.co.uk 15



COMMUNIEY
Southfield Students Explore Tales of the Nile and Migration

Years 3 and 4 children at Egypt, weaving in everything they've learned about
m Southfield Junior School Egyptian culture, clothing and gods. It's cleverly

have been studying an combining history with storytelling, and the children
exciting Ancient Egyptian are truly turning into mini-Egyptologists and authors
swm“[lp topic that has taken them at the same time.
wm sc“ool back over 5,000 years Art lessons have been buzzing with creativity too! The
in history. children have been experimenting with mixed media

to create interesting textured
backgrounds and delved into
. Ancient Egyptian art and
symbols, including the
mysterious hieroglyphs. They've
found out these symbols weren't
just pretty pictures but were
believed to have magical
| powers. Taking it a step further,
the children even tried their
hand at making papyrus paper
from scratch, just like the
Egyptians did thousands of
years ago. They topped off their creativity by designing
and crafting their own Egyptian scrolls, decorating
them with hieroglyphs and symbols.

By placing Ancient Egypt on a
timeline, children have been
figuring out exactly when this
amazing civilization existed
compared to other times they
have studied. Using modern
maps, they’ve also discovered
where Egypt is in the world
today and explored why the
River Nile was so important for
farming and daily life. It would
seem that, without the Nile,
Ancient Egypt might have been
a very different place and not nearly as exciting!

In History lessons, the children have been learning all
about the clothes people wore, the jobs they did, and
even the games they played in Ancient Egypt. They've
met the Pharaohs, are learning about thousands of
gods and goddesses, and discovering what Ancient
Egyptians believed about the afterlife. They are now
beginning to realise there is more to Egyptian life than
just pyramids!

This fascinating and fun topic is giving the children a
solid understanding of one of the world’s oldest and
most captivating civilizations whilst sharpening their
skills in history, geography, art and writing. With this
strong start, they're all set to explore even more
ancient worlds — and maybe one day discover some

new stories of their own!
In English, the children got stuck in with writing their

own versions of the Cinderella story set in Ancient Mrs. O'Sullivan, Head of School

This term, our Year 5/6 students have begun exploring the topic of
migration using Shaun Tan’s beautifully illustrated graphic novel, The
Arrival, as a stimulus.

Over the past few weeks, we have looked at why people migrate,
focusing on key ideas such as push and pull factors, emigration and
reasons why people move to Britain. The children have engaged with
the topic in a creative and thoughtful way, producing tea-stained diary
entries written from the perspective of a migrant, capturing the
emotions and experiences of starting a new life in an unfamiliar place.

They also created delicate origami birds, inspired by the imagery in
The Arrival, to represent themes of hope and journey.

After half term, we'll be continuing our work by learning about the
Commonwealth and how it connects to migration throughout history.

Mrs. Clapham
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EVENTS 2026

o FER AMY WINEHOUSE TRIBUTE
8PM - MIDNIGHT

z 27  cooep

=

MOTHERS DAY LUNCH
M A R 3 COURSE CARVERY
1 5 ADULTS - £33PP

M A'Y BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE
29 8PM - MIDNIGHT
£20PP

FREDDIE MERCURY TRIBUTE
4 O [l
Q@ ca0rp

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR SCAN
N WWW.WRAGBARN.COM _I:‘|:E' [m]

‘t 01793 861327 ey "‘.-
EAE

Eillier
Funeral Service
Helping local families since 1923

=
Funerals
Direct Cremations
Bereavement Care [,
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7

r/

i _
! . i‘.'._'_! ;S T S
- \ : -.-x,..l...m_L_._.'.‘:__ﬁ..__. Y .

Plumbers

Plumbing, Heating & Drainage

FROM BURST PIPES TO
BROKEN BOILERS,
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

» Boilers Serviced, Repaired
and Installed

~ All Plumbing Services
¥ Emergency Call Out Service

CALL US 24/7

01793 461 316

PLUMBERS365.UK

ag=l= 7 Trustpllot 2
QY pommp Chedkatrade

Plumbers 365 National Ltd, Company No; 16492177, Reg. in England & Wales.

Highworth’s only independent
family funeral director

Let Us Help You

www.highworthlink.co.uk




sliding door wardrobes
® Over 30 years experience

® Made to measure wardrobes

® Bespoke interiors and bedroom furniture

® Large range of designs and styles
m Call for a FREE, no obligation, quotation

Visit your local showroom in Kembrey Park, by appointment

callpavidon 01793 861584

www.superglidewardrobes.co.uk

10% oFF when you mention the Highworth Link Magazine

ChipsAway

W Trustpilot
LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED

_I;x;wauu Wr

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

Professional Tree Surgeons

-

Vehicle damaged?
Don't delay, repair it today

» Bumper Scuffs? » Paint Scratches?

F

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

v" Pruning and Shaping
v Felling and Removal
¥" Hedge Cutting
¥ Stump Grinding

v Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Call lan Walding iv.chorr/ni A

Call or go online taday for your FREE estimate 01793 790210

N3 1PD

Unit 3, Central Trading Estate, Signal Way, Swindon, S

07841096883 | 01793 881883
www.chipsaway.co.uk/swindon

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk
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Rollercoaster Year for Visit Highworth

As we come to the close of the year, we would like to
thank our supporters and shareholders for their
continued and unstinting support - emotional and
financial - enabling us to keep the doors open and
continue our work in promoting our town.

We are also grateful to the Lechlade Occasional
Choir for their generous donation following
their recent concert in Highworth United
Reformed Church.

We had an unprecedented number of
requests this year for our Town Tours and
this popularity looks to be continuing
into 2026.

This autumn we launched a series of workshops which
have proved popular with people from Highworth and
beyond, and we will continue to develop this
programme. There are still the Crochet a Creature
workshops to run in December - please contact us if
you are interested.

We are delighted to be working with Swindon
Borough Council to provide welcome packs for new
residents moving into Highworth, promoting the
beautiful walks in our area. Furthermore, our 2025

fin R

VISIT Our first Meet the Maker session for 2026 will
HIGHWORTH

walks book, containing nine well-described walks, is
proving a popular seller in the shop.

Our opening times for Christmas week are: 22 and 23
December, 10am to 3pm, and Wednesday 24
December, 10am to 12pm. We have an extensive range
of high-quality, locally made craft works and paintings,
as well as Highworth Calendars, and the limited
edition drawings of Highworth by Paul
Newton-Smith. There’s still time to purchase
the perfect gift and support a local artist.

be on Saturday 7 February with Ann March.
Come and chat with Ann about her paintings

and jewellery and discover what other art forms
she excels at.

And why not come and meet award-winning Gold
Earth on Tuesday 9 December, 7pm to 9pm? Meet
Samina, the creator of Gold Earth, and try out some of
her amazing products.

The team at Visit Highworth wish you all the best for
the festive season and a very Happy New Year!

lona Sadler

Highworth Old Golf Course Wildlife Calendar

.

i Wildlife of Highworth's
Old Golf Course

& gy B

Two of Highworth’s finest wildlife photographers,
Keith Davidson and Kevin O’'Donoghue, have
generously produced a Highworth Old Golf Course
Wildlife Calendar, with all proceeds going directly
into the Action Group’s fundraising pot.

The first batch sold out in no time, and a second print
run of 150 calendars is now available. Calendars will be

on sale at Visit Highworth,
who have kindly agreed to
support us by stocking them.
Over the coming weeks,
Action Group members

will also be in the Market
Square on some Saturday
mornings, where you'll be
able to pick up a copy. If
you're unable to get to the
Market Square, you can
order directly by emailing
rob@highworthtower.co.uk
or by texting/WhatsApp 07799 602370. Local delivery
can be arranged where possible.

Each calendar is priced at £13, with every penny
going to support our cause. They make a wonderful
Christmas gift, while helping to protect a much-loved
local space.

Rob New
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COMMUNIFY-

The Vale Trident Junior Triathlon Club, based in
Faringdon, proudly celebrated its 20th
anniversary this year, and the club is

stronger than ever.

N SO K
ale Triden
Survior Frietbion Chuby
To mark the milestone, the club welcomed

its founder, Carolyn Murphy, to present the annual
awards and trophies. Joining her was Mel Nichols,
Paralympian and world-record ultra cyclist, who
attended as a celebrity guest and presented the South
West Junior Series certificates. Both delivered
motivational speeches along with their Chairman
Richard Lewis and the Head Coach Tom Gilbert.

The club train every Saturday morning for two hours,
combining running and cycling on the FCC grounds
and then a coached swim session at Faringdon Leisure
Centre. The Vale Tridents also host popular sports
events such as an aquathlon and triathlon.

Highworth Historical Society

Ouir first talk of 2026 will be on Wednesday 28
January when our speaker will be Rev. Phil
Goodey, vicar of St. Michael’s Church. He will be
speaking on one of his interests: Regency Dancing,
and not just talking but also demonstrating!

John Playford wrote his book, The Dancing Master,
in 1651. This was a complete dance guide with
music and how to perform the dance, and it stayed
in print through at least 18 editions over the
following years.

In 2025, the club enjoyed its most successful
competitive year yet, with four Tridents
qualifying to represent the South West of
England at the British Championships.

The Vale Tridents Triathlon club would love to see
more locals take part in their events and for
youngsters to give the sport a try, so please sign up at
britishtriathlon.org.

Children who are interested in joining the Vale Tridents
or taking part in their events can find details at
www.valetridents.com, email valetridents@gmail.com,
or follow @valetridentsjuniortriathlon on Instagram
and Facebook.

The Vale Trident Junior Triathlon Club looks forward
to the next 20 years of inspiring young athletes
and celebrating every step, stroke and pedal along

the way.
y Kurstie Gilbert

As usual we meet in St.
Michael’s Church. The doors
open at 7pm for a 7:30pm
start. Visitors are always
welcome for a charge of £3 -
cash please. If you are new to the
town, come along and give us a try.

For more information telephone Chris on
01793 764811.
Chris Suter
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We were delighted to welcome visitors from our
German Twin Town of Wassenberg this October. For
the first time, our visitors came by coach, plus some
by car, and when everyone had assembled, there
was a total of 28 people.

Locals from Highworth and Swindon joined our guests
as we toured the Cotswolds on the Saturday. By the
time further supporters of Twinning had arrived at
Wrag Barn for dinner on the Sunday night, our total
number reached 73! I'm delighted so many people
attended, which contributed to making the weekend a
great success.

Thanks must always go to the hosts, especially the
three new couples who answered my plea in a spring

=iz ) ==

Highworth Twinning Association

Visit to our Twin Town of
Wassenberg

Thursday 14 May to Sunday 17th May
2026

£240 per person including
Channel Tunnel crossing

If you would like more details, please contact Richard Pearce on
07513 009044 or rjjnpearcehta@gmail.com

Credm teaiin St. Edward'sHall

version of the LINK when we were short of
accommodation. (Thank you to LINK Magazine for
being the facilitator — perhaps you can help us find a
new treasurer?) The ladies of the Wl in Stow-on-the-
Wold deserve a mention for providing an excellent
cream tea in St. Edward’s Hall on our way home. And
finally thanks to Wrag Barn staff who did an excellent
job preparing for the Sunday evening dinner.

As an association, we are invited to journey to
Wassenberg for Ascension next year from 14 to 17
May 2026. It is a proper town in the countryside and
has woods and lakes. Wassenberg also has its own
Highworth Lane, a cycle and walking path, formerly a
railway line, near the centre of town. The history is
interesting as we found when on a walking tour; our
guide described how the inhabitants were liberated by
the Allies. If speaking German is a concern, please
don't worry, as English is widely spoken and therefore
knowledge of German is certainly not essential -

will ensure you have an appropriate host. Please think
about joining us; you will be very welcome. For more
information contact me at rjjnpearcehta@gmail.com.

Richard Pearce, HTA Chairman

HERITAGE

] BUILDING RESTORATION [
™ =1

d:; ‘
WORKING ALONGSIDE HISTORY
Barn Conversions

07790 377595

info@heritagebr.co.uk

https://www.heritagebr.co.uk/

BOURTON VILLAGE HALL

Located 1.5 miles from Shrivenham,
Bourton Village Hall offers a good

AVAILABLE R Enr R space to suit a
FOR multitude of events including:
H’RE # Children's Parties
Sports & Fitness Classes

# Barn Dances

* Wedding Receptions

% Meetings and other events
£12.50 per hour

OR £35 per children's party
# Kitchen, tables & chairs are available =
For more information contact Fiona on
fiona.ryan@me.com

www.highworthlink.co.uk 21



D.G. Home Improvements Ltd

A big ‘Thank You’to all
of my customers.
A Merry Christmas and all
the best for the New Year

01793 762314/ 07714770374

’)_‘ﬂ e | ) i
rranklon. Wemorials @f/
Unit 14, Blackworth Industrial Estate, Highworth SHN6 THA
Independent
BRAMM registered * Licenced Memorial Mason
Free Quotations

{ '.‘Q,,
I
| Arens 01793 766715 e
preukd franklinmemorn: al-.nmn /“MW‘.'%_
BRAMM| 5
oo Brochureavailable or home visits 2 “-‘}
v can be arranged e

G Veaning and referkishing existing memorials
www.franklinmemorials.com

Dornestic

magtc DOMESTIC
World APPLIANCE REPAIRS

We repair Washing Machines, Washer Dryers,
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
Ovens, Extractor Hoods and Cookers

* Fast, Reliable & Friendly Services
* Fixed Labour Fee/No Hidden Charges
* Over 20Years' Experience

T: 07950 181701

E: domesticapplianceworld@gmail.com

Isis Chimney Care

Brush and vac chimney sweep
Certificates issued
Fully insured
Bird guards supplied and fitted
Solid fuel appliances installed

Call Ali Swainston :

07729 834 864
www.isischimneycare.co.uk
Registered with Hetas
Accredited by:
www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

STYHSTS ESA. SUZANNE & SALLY.

01793 762 929

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A MERRY NEW YEAR

35 High St. Highworth. SNB 7HL

VEAT_E’S “Getting you
WHEELS around

tTRAMNMSFERS

L 07 400 400 316

For further information about prices, and

Highworth,
and beyond.”

services offered, or to make a booking, go to:

bookings@vealeswheelstransfers.gom
or www.vealeswheelstransfergs.com
or call 07 400 400 316

General Handyman

Locally based in Highworth
NO JOB TOO SMALL

« Painting & Decorating «

« CeramicTiling - Carpentry «
\ (Sorry, no gas or electric enquiries)

Call Bob on

bobﬁxeditfurme52@gmaiI.com"'li/' :

RES

« No call out charge

All Plumbing & Heating
* Repairs, Maintenance
« Upgrades
« Bathroom Installations
Call or email today to discuss your needs
and receive a free estimate!

01793764815 07711327585

enquiries @rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk
www.rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk  Highworth SN6 7AU
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COMMUNITY -

Learn, Laugh and Live with u3a

No longer working full-time? Then 2026 could be the
time to join the u3a! If you want to meet new people
and pursue new interests you could do no better than
join our friendly vibrant community.

Together, we enjoy over 130 activity and
interest groups spanning a wide variety of
subjects: the arts, sciences, crafts, sports,
music, history, literature, games, quizzes,
languages, technology and more. We also hold talks and
events where everyone can come together, share ideas,
and enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.

Groups usually meet in local community centres or
sometimes in members’homes. The size of each group
depends on the activity and the space required.

Swindon u3ais part of a nationwide movement,
independent of political or religious ties. It is run by
members, for members, and funded through
subscriptions. Membership costs just £10 a year, plus
a small fee for each group you join, mainly to cover
venue hire.

Upper Thames and
Ridgeway National Trust
Association

UTRNTA invites you to a talk by Dr. Richard Fisher, Three
Choirs and a Reformation: English Cathedrals under the
Tudors, at Highworth Community Centre SN6 7PQ, on
Wednesday 14 January 2026, starting at 2:30pm.

Dr. Richard Fisher will explain how the 19 cathedrals of
medieval England were administered and funded,
including their curious division into two very distinct
organisational groups.

Henry VIl is infamous for his dissolution of the
monasteries, but not so well known for creating six new
dioceses, bishops and their requisite cathedrals from
abbeys spared destruction. Which did he choose to save
and why?

Using examples from the west of England, focusing on
the cathedrals at Hereford, Worcester and Gloucester, the
story is told of how our cathedrals survived the
Reformation and contributed to the distinctive worship
of the emergent Anglican church.

For more details, please check our website:
www.utrnta.co.uk. The UTRNTA is your local Supporter
Group for the National Trust.

uda

Every group is led by a volunteer, and we're always open
to new ideas for activities. Gill runs a bridge group, a
poetry group, and a reading group. She says, “Joining a
u3a group can be life-changing - some of the
things it can offer are obvious while others are
unexpected. For instance, if you were to join
my Poetry or Bridge Groups you are obviously
going to learn more about reading and
understanding poetry or how to play bridge.
But there’'s much more than that: you also make friends,
have fun, exchange information and ideas and have
something to look forward to and plan for. What's more,
it's a great feeling to be learning something and really
enjoying it. Really being in a u3a group is like having
another branch of your family”

To learn more about the u3a and all the activities it offers,
visit www.swindonu3a.org.uk, telephone the office on
01793 614629 between 10am and noon on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, or visit our Facebook page.

Sue Mazzoleni

Letters to the Editor

Dear Rachael,

Gill, Pam and Jane would like to thank everyone who
attended their Macmillan coffee morning at Cricklade
Road on 23 October. It was a wonderful social event
which raised an amazing £1,085 to help fund the work
of Macmillan Cancer Support. We are very grateful for
the incredible generosity of everyone who donated.

Jane Pearce
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ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH

HIGHWORTH
Friday 19 December
4pm Christingle Service

Sunday 21 December
6pm Carol Service

Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service

11:15pm  Midnight Holy Communion

Christmas Day
10:15am Holy Communion

HIGHWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday 7 December
10:30am Second Advent Service

Sunday 14 December
10:30am Third Advent Service

Sunday 21 December
10:30am Fourth Advent Service

Sunday 21 December
4pm Carol Service

Christmas Day
10am Family Service

HIGHWORTH COMMUNITY CHURCH
Saturday 20 December
5pm Carols on the Podium

Sunday 21 December
10:30am Celebration of Christmas,
Warneford School

Christmas Day
10am Family Service
Highworth Community Centre

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH

BLUNSDON
Sunday 7 December
4pm Christingle Service

Sunday 21 December
6pm Carol Service

Wednesday 24 December
3pm Crib Service

11:15pm  Midnight Holy Communion

Christmas Day
10am Holy Communion

ST. JAMES’ CHURCH
SEVENHAMPTON

Wednesday 17 December
7pm Carol Service

Christmas Day
10am Holy Communion

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
INGLESHAM

Saturday 20 December
2pm Carol Service

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
HANNINGTON

Sunday 21 December
4pm Carol Service

Christmas Day
10:30pm Holy Communion

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH
STANTON FITZWARREN

Saturday 13 December

2pm

Decorate Christmas tree in
the church

Sunday 14 December

11am

Christmas Eve
3:30pm

7pm
Christmas Day
10am

Family Christingle
Walking Nativity,
Church Lane

Carols by Candlelight

Team Service, St. Margaret’s
Church Stratton

image ©Shutterstock



South Marston Gardening Club

Join us on Monday 1 December, from 7:30pm to
9:30pm, in South Marston Village Hall for a fun
and relaxed social evening featuring potluck
food and a quiz!

This will be a great chance to unwind, enjoy some
good food, and test your trivia skills in a light-hearted
quiz. Whether you're a regular or new to the group,
everyone is welcome - including non-members. We'd
love to see you there!

You can bring your own team of six, or come along
solo and help form teams on the night. A prize awaits
the winning team, so get your thinking caps on!

A buffet-style supper will be on offer (bring a plate of
food to share), along with drinks (feel free to bring
your own tipplel), all for just £3 per person. There will
also be an optional raffle.

Come along for a fun evening. It’s a fantastic way to
catch up with old friends, meet new ones, share great
food and enjoy a fun festive evening together!

All events held at South Marston Village Hall, Old
Vicarage Lane, South Marston Village SN3 4SH. There is
parking on Old Vicarage Lane, next to the school.

Whether you're just dropping in for the evening on a
one-off visit and pay just £5, or considering joining us
as a full member at £15 Annual Membership, you're
very welcome!

Enjoy a warm, friendly atmosphere with refreshments
and delicious homemade cakes, great company and
inspiring talks that celebrate all things gardening

and beyond. For more information email
angelanewton01@gmail.com or call or text on

07789 068340.
Angela Newton

South Marston Gardening Club 2026 - Dates For Your Diary

26

REBECCA TYE

Monday 2 March, 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Monday 13 April, 7:30pm to 9:30pm

Monday 11 May, 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Monday 1 June, 7:30pm to 8:30pm
Monday 6 July, 7:30pm to 9:30pm

Friday 21 August, 6pm to 7:30pm
Saturday 22 August

Monday 7 September, 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Monday 5 October, 7:30pm to 9:30pm

Monday 2 November: 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Monday 7 December: 7:30pm to 9:30pm

Maker of bespoke

curtains, blinds

& cushions

AGM, followed by clubs members only workshop:
Potting up a Small Tub

Rachel Golding Barrett: A Flower Farmer’s Year plus rooted
dahlia cuttings available to purchase

Ros Ford: National Garden Scheme

Plant Sale

William Case: Lawn Care

Set up and registration for the Annual Flower and Produce Show
Annual Flower and Produce Show

David Usher: The Inspiring Life of Gertrude Jekyll

Timothy Walker: In the Not so Bleak Midwinter — Making Your
Garden Interesting in the Winter

Members only Christmas Wreath Workshop
Social Evening (with food and quiz)

-3 -‘ = = i — - -‘_
Well Hung Framing
by Kate Herbert
From medals and memorabilia to paintings, prints and certificates
1 stock a wide range of suppfies to suit all buﬂgets and also offer
frame repairs and reglazing. Please call or email to arrange a visit
to my new studio in Clanfield to discuss your requirements, with
no time pressure to make hurried decisions. |

07710 348 263 5

h}'hlthcrbcrt@gmail.mm ¥ \rl:llhungframing.m

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Christmas with the Lions

Well, what a year it’s been!

A massive ‘thank you'to all the volunteers in our
charity shop who give their time freely every week
throughout the year; from beautiful window displays

to cheerful smiles, a friendly chat, a laugh and a joke...

it's our happy place! We all take great pride in the
shop and love to make it a pleasure for everyone to
visit. For customers and volunteers alike, it's our
own little community!

We would also like to thank the people of Highworth
for their quality donations which enables us to
continue giving to various charities nd, above all,

give back not only to the community but also
internationally in so many different and positive ways.

The shop will be closing from Saturday 20 December
at 1pm and reopening again on Tuesday 6 January at
9am, but in the meantime it's time for Santa and his
sleigh to once again bring delight to the children in
and around the area. If we have any street runs, please
follow our District Lions Facebook page for any
updates nearer the time.

You will be able to see the Santa sleigh at the following
confirmed locations:

7 December, Orbital Park, Hayden Wick
9am to 4pm (by the Christmas tree)

13 December, Highworth Market

9am to 2pm Square

19 December, Co-op Highworth

9am to 2pm

19 December, Blunsdon Community Café
5pm to 7pm (including carol singers)
20 December, Asda Orbital Centre

10am to 4pm Haydon Wick

21 December, Tesco Swindon

9:30am to 4pm

Follow us on Facebook for updates as these times
may change due to weather conditions or
unforeseen circumstances.

We still need elves along the way to collect for us on
the stands. If you are able to help, please contact me at
sue@highworthlions.co.uk or call into our charity shop
with your name and number and | will contact you.

Our donations and pledges are as follows:

Sponsorship for new defibrillator

for Sevenhampton Village: £1,500
School parcels for Xmas coordinated

through local churches: £600
Warneford School tables £2,200
CAP Christmas lunches £250

We wish everyone a very happy Christmas and

New Year.
Sue Subow

Highworth and District Probus Club

We meet at The Cold Harbour in Blunsdon on
alternative uesdays at 10:30am. We welcome retired
professional and business

will kick off 2026 on Tuesday 6 January with our now

traditional new year presentation from well-known

local historian Bill King, and

men with no upper age limit,
and we welcome visitors as
guests at any of our meetings.

The Probus Club of
Highworth and District

on 20 January Ron Jeffrey
will be giving a talk on The Irish
Civil War.

Our final presentation of the year will be on Tuesday
25 November when Douglas Butler will be giving a
talk on The Ocean Liners at War.

We will not have any meetings during December, but

www.highworthlink.co.uk

For further information please email
info@highworthprobus.co.uk, or visit our website at
www.highworthprobus1.wordpress.com.

George North
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COMMUNIEY:

Christmas and Beyond with the Scouts

1st Highworth Scouts are always busy and always
looking ahead.

The Scouts Christmas stamps will be on sale in the
Highworth Emporium until 16 December which is the
final day for posting cards — our post box is also in the
Emporium. Please remember we do not deliver to
Faringdon or Lechlade. If you've never used our postal
service before, why not give it a try this year?

Looking ahead to 2026, our Annual Scarecrow Trail will
return during the Easter holidays with the theme of
Things beginning with H. We are sure this will allow for a
huge variety of entries ranging from subjects such as
sports, cars, buildings, food and many other
categories. We will be receiving submissions in
February but, as always, should you require any further
information beforehand then please email
scarecrow@highworthscouts.org.uk.

W

Walfinch

REDEFINING HOME CARE

s

Home care with

more possibilities

Contact us today:

01793 380 777
sarah.stanbrook@walfinch.com
walfinch.com

Time to Thrive

To advertise in
The Highworth Link contact
advertising@highworthlink.co.uk

Look out too for our 2026 Quiz which will be on 17
April. Full details will be available in the new year.

Nora Enderby and David Roblin

[

Prospect Hospice to Collect
Christmas Trees

This January, Prospect
Hospice will once again be
offering a Christmas tree
collection service across the
local community, giving residents a simple and
meaningful way to support hospice care at the start
of the new year.

Prospect

Hospice

For a suggested minimum donation
of £20, households can have their
real Christmas tree collected
and responsibly recycled. Every
tree collected and every
donation made will help
Prospect Hospice provide
vital care, comfort and
support to local patients
and families living with a
life-limiting illness.

Tree collections will
take place across the
following postcode areas: SN1, SN2, SN3, SN4, SN5, SN6,
SN25 and SN26. Residents are encouraged to register
their interest now and they will be notified as soon as
booking opens.

For more information and to register, please visit
www.prospect-hospice.net/treecollection.
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EXCEPTIONAL FUNERAL CARE IN HIGHWORTH

Unattended Attended
Funerals Funerals
from from

£1495.00 £2595.00

27 Newburgh Place, Highworth,
Wiltshire SN6 7DN
01793 765138

.|

96:8 L.EVANS

Taking the greafesr care

We're here for you anytime.
Whatever your wishes or budget,
we can provide a funeral to suit you.

in and around HI(%’/I1-1--‘(‘)!‘1‘/1 ] dignityfunerals.co.uk/local
el LA i el e sina

ngﬁwbrth §‘<
<~ Flower Club ; =<
| 4

*

Thursday 4 December *

Highworth Warneford School k }
7.30pm 7 ,;
Festive Floral >
Fantasy g .
With Ballads’

Arnaud Metairie
Doors open at Tpm, plenty of parking B J E : LOW E
Visitors Welcome £12 3
. Saturday 7th February 2026 - 7.30pm

Contact: Michele 07798 817249 . United REfO I'ITIE'CI ChUl"Ch
www, wwwhighworthfloralarts.co.uk
Highworth SN6 7AQ
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creative and beautiful memorial

that reflect the uniqueness of
your loved one.

Unit 19, Blackworth Ind Est, Highworth, SN6 TNA
T: 01793 766 138 | M: 07532 032 054

E: info@swindonmemorials.co.uk
www.swindonmemorials.co.uk ‘*l'

Arron He

Ultimate Plumbing
Company

Upcplumbin utlook.com

&é LEAK STOPPER

For all your plumbing maintenance

T
=" P

Work undertaken — Leaking Taps + Central Heating Systems
Moving Radiators » Showers * Blocked Drains « Ball Valves
Cold Water Tanks + Hot Water Cylinders « Bathroom Suites
All Pipe Work... And much more
Competitive Rates - Fast Response - Excellent Customers Service
Reliable - No call out charge - No hidden extras
24 How gy ¢ofl oul Dove' T il Ll JES o fole

Call Dave - 01367 253012 Email /smithytaff@gmail.com
Mobile - 07852 558759 Web Site f'www.plumber-leak-stopper.co.unk

Down to ‘Earth

Garden Maintenance Ltd
Grass Cutting, Planting, Landscaping,
Tree surgery. Paths & Patios laid.
Fences & Walls put up & repaired
Hedges planted & pruned
Mowers sharpened & Serviced.
Rubbish removed.
No Job Too Small; Free Quotes & Estimates
PHONE GORDON & EMMA WHITE
(01285) 810445 or (07971) 668912

AUTO
SERVICES

01793 296700 - 07746 525949 - Ismobilemechanic@gmail.com

_ 0ld Farm Barn, Nightingale Lane, Swindon SN3 4SL
Servicing © Brakes ° Suspension Find Us
Cambelts © Clutches
MOT Testing & Repairs
Diagnaostics = Tyres

Cars » 4x4s = Light Commercial ~ ~A19  SWINDON A4ig

HIGHWCOCRTH

Yaln

AFTERNOON
ww @
New to Highworth?
Want to meet and make new friends?
Prefer to stay at home on dark evenings?
...Then we are just for you

We are a friendly group with speakers, refreshments,
raffle, luncheon club, outings and social events.

We meet on the in the
Council Offices in Gilberts Lane at 2.15pm.
New members are always welcome.

Contact: Margaret 07843 967260 / Ann 07789 360514

g home

stairlifts

Ty
Would a stairlift o
make your life easier? 'W
DID YOU KNOW... r:

You can rent or buy a stairlift from us to
suit most stair cases. We are a local company.
with over 20 years’ of experience in the industry.

Would you like to know more?
Please call us on 07517 392118

: .
or email us at info@home-stairlifts.co.uk :
www.home-stairlifts.couk i y

Commercial and domestic

work undertaken
TOI) FELLING | PRUNING
CRIGL A <M GRINDING
BRIy HEDGE TRIMMING

TREE SURGERY TOPIARY | PLANTING
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

Free consultations Please contact Richard on:
throughout the 07971310619 0r 01793 791722
Wiltshire area % email:

info@topofthetrees.co.uk
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Highworth Camera Club

As we approach the end of one year and the start of
the new one, the club can reflect on a busy year of
changes and events.

The club introduced a new set of open competitions
and a new tool online - Pixaroo - for members to enter
competitions and the club to manage the entries. It
also enables members to look back over the
competition pictures.

We have been more involved within the Highworth
community, attending many of the local events to
record the activities. Members submitted photos for
the Visit Highworth calendar and one member has also
contributed to the Old Golf Course calendar.

In July we invited visitors to hear our guest speaker

- fwﬁ ear .
%Em/tywalﬁ@

* Peace
on earth and
goodwill to all

Y What'son Y |t

in December?

Jack Lord. We are happy to announce that Jack has
been booked again for 2026 — well worth attending!
Other events have included practical sessions with
light painting, portraits with Highworth Amateur
Dramatics Society members, and an evening outing to
Badbury Clump. In September we held our annual
exhibition extended over two days. The club’s annual
award evening at the Christmas party in December will
round off this busy year.

2026's first meeting will be on the second Tuesday of
the month, 13 January at the Community Centre,
7:30pm. For more information see our website:
www.highworthcameraclub.com, or email
highworthcamclub@gmail.com.

Hilary Beach

Available for Hire:
for Parties and other events
Pilates, Yoga and other
classes currently available
for further information
contact:

Rose West
¥ 07500026816

or email:
rose.west13@icloud.com

&

Craft Group

acrdan nd A 90 Website:
Tuesday, 2' www.highworthmethodistchurch.org. uk
10am-1pm facebook.com/HighworthMethodi
Church

Vicarage Lane, Highworth SNE 7DG
Tel: 01793 764544

www.highworthlink.co.uk 31



Smiles Abound at Autumn Exhibition

Thank you to everyone who visited our autumn
exhibition held at the end of October. Although our
sales were lower than usual, we enjoyed talking to
visitors and appreciate your lovely comments about
our artwork.

Laila Rhodes and Kevin O'Donaghue of Highworth
Forget-Me-Not Café (our chosen charity for the year)
chose their favourite painting on the opening
Saturday. This was a mixed media painting by Anthea
Hilsom titled Mixed Messages. Anthea was surprised
but delighted that
| her painting had
' been chosen. She
is pictured here
with our Chair Lyn
Armstrong who
presented her
with the Bill
Bartrop trophy.

)

The second prize
: to be awarded for
# the week went to
§ Joan O'Rourke for
her painting
Morning Still. This
was voted the

favourite painting by visitors
over the course of the

week. Once again, thank
you to everyone who

voted and congratulations
to both Joan and Anthea!

We are looking forward to 2026 and wonder what it
will bring. In an increasingly uncertain world, meeting
with friends to paint is a wonderful thing.

Warm winter wishes to all for Christmas and the
New Year!

Highworth Community Cinema

As we don’t have a screening in December, we will
begin the spring half of the season in January 2026
with a film directed by Mike Leigh, starring Marianne
Jean-Baptiste.

Join us on Friday 23 January at the United Reformed
Church, High Street, Highworth SN6 7AG, 7: 45pm fora
showing of Hard Truths (cert 12). ~

Legendary filmmaker, Mike Leigh,
returns to the contemporary world with
a fierce, compassionate and often darkly
humorous study of family and the
thorny ties that bind us. Reunited with
Leigh for the first time since multiple
Oscar-nominated Secrets and Lies, the
astonishing Marianne Jean-Baptiste
plays Pansy, a woman wracked by fear,
tormented by afflictions and prone to
raging tirades against her husband, son
and anyone who looks her way.

Meanwhile, her easygoing younger sister, played by
Michele Austin, is a single mother with a life as
different from Pansy’s as their clashing temperaments
- brimming with communal warmth from her salon
clients and daughters alike. This expansive film from a
master dramatist takes us into the intensities of
kinship, duty and the most enduring of
human mysteries: that even through
lifetimes of hurt and hardship, we still find
ways to love those we call family.

Doors open at 7:15pm. There is no
membership fee and admission is £6 on
the door, 50p for tea or coffee and biscuits.

For more information, please contact
01793 763907, email
highworthfilms@gmail.com, or see our
website at www.highworthfilms.org.uk.

Debbie
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PEST

WIZARDS ‘J
5‘ YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTAOL SEVICE e
WASPS & ALL INSECTS PROMPT
SERVICE

RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS

MARK DEARLOVE 07446 377816
(01491) 833282  info@pestwizards.co.uk

Mercer’s
Painting &
Decorating

mercerspainting@outlook.com

n Small Business Web Design

Highworth

Affordable web design for
based

small businesses

Website creation, coding, SEO and
ongoing maintenance plans

F‘Q, - Mondays at 1.30pm

L) PILATES Sivveninw
TES - Tuesdays at 2.30pm

Adult Classes BOOKING REQUIRED

For more information contact Lisa
lisa@ljpilates.uk - www.ljpilates.uk

07814 264562

HOME & VIDEO
TUTORING

Since 2003, from KS2 to A Level
Maths, Science, “How to Learn”
(other subjects considered)

MARK DARLING

mark@darling.co.uk

3 J

(.(/3(1%/‘00”3 .:/_7'7/1}(35/ & t‘%iz(/\

Bathrooms, En-Suites, Cloakrooms,
Power Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates & Advice

For a friendly, veliable and efficient service call:
01793 765063 (Mobile: 07767 663560)
\Andy Belcher, 60 Queens Road, Hannington, Swindon SN6 ?5&

Construction & General Builder

WIIS |

Lee Wilson
lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk

M: 07894 759055 T: 01793 376830
FENCING & GATES (RESIDENTIAL/SECURITY/COMMERCIAL)
DRIVEWAYS | GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE | PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS = PLASTERING = GENERAL MAINTENANCE (NO JOB TDO SMALL)

MINI DIGGER HIRE AND SKIP LOADER WITH DRIVER

+ Gas Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Installations

* Gas work & Safety Certificates + Bathrooms & Showers

* All Plumbing & Heating work undertaken  Power Flushing
Tel: 07771 822810 / 01793 978451

e-mail: daveheadandson@gmail.com

www.highworthlink.co.uk

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Alison Talbert....

Tax Returns, Company Accounts,
Book-keeping, Payroll and Excel Help

0789 4659880 (.,

01793 764106 (Eve)
email: alison.talbert@actaservices.co.uk

M IcAEW

W cHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS 2

www.actaservices.co.ul
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HIGHWORTH & DISTRICT
LION CLUBS

CHARITY SHOP
in Newburgh Place

Open: Tues - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm
Sat 10.00am - 1.00pm
Help us to help others by donating your
good quality unwanted items of
Clothing, Bric-a-brac, Toys and
small items of Furniture,

Call: 01793 766800

dnrmg imp .‘mm
Charity Number 285690

FM.J DOWELL LANDSCAPING &'
" BUILDING SERVICES
EST, 1993

FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE
SERVICE INCLUDINE...

« ALL TYPES OF DRIVEWAYS

. PATIOS

. FENCING

. TURFING

. SHED BASES

. FOUNDATIONS & BRICKWORK
~ . DRAINAGE/CONCRETING

. ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS

FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

CALL 01367 243053 MOB 07767 241301
EMAIL: INFO.DOWELLLANDSCAPING @ GMAIL.COM

f

FIND US: @MJDOWELLLANDSCAPINGANDBUILDINGSERVICES

El

LJ\V/(8

WITH HIGHWORTH RECREATION CENTRE

GYM, SWIM & CLASSES

* NO CONTRACT ¢ NO JOINING FEE *« MEMBERSHIP & PAY-AS-U-GO

F VISIT HALOLEISURE.ORG.UK OR CALL 01432 842075

www.highworthlink.co.uk




Lechlade Art Society is ending a busy year with
another Pop Up Sale on Saturday 6 December, from
10am to 2pm, in Lechlade Memorial Hall.

This will be a great opportunity for you to see some of
the work produced by the Society’s members, and you

HADS Christmas Production

Season’s greetings from Highworth Amateur
Dramatics Society! In case you've not seen our
posters or spotted us in the market, tickets are on
sale for our latest production, The Great Christmas
Cracker Heist.

Showing at the Highworth Community Centre on 12
and 13 December (doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm
start), tickets can be bought from the Highworth

G. R. ACKLING . L N E
DECORATOR To advertise in 1N,
o The Highworth Link |Lee Newson Electrical
Apprenticeship Served contact Domestic » Commercial » Industrial
Advanced City & Guilds =
Qualified advertising@highworthlink.co.uk ulm-
Free Estimates or visit Millbrook House, Westrop, Hi
[iital thlink.co.uk n ) p, Highworth SN6 7QH
Call (01793) 764983 |  “monwormineeos Y

may also be able to find that elusive Christmas gift too.

These sales are always great social events in the town
as we also offer a chance to chat and have a coffee.
Proceeds from the sale of refreshments will be

donated to Prospect Hospice.
Zoe Hing

Emporium and Visit Highworth, and can also be
bought online by scanning the QR code which is on
our Facebook page and our posters.

Get in the Christmas spirit and join us for a fun
evening at a bargain price of £10 per ticket. Hope
to see you there!
Elanor
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If you have a sport story email jedsport12@gmail.com

Shrivenham Cricket Club

Lauding the efforts of 2025, our Shrivenham Sharks
team campaigned over a 16-match schedule, winning
five, losing nine, with two matches abandoned. Stand-
out performances were Ziaullah Tokhi picking up 10
wickets and scoring 221 runs and, of course, Helal
Qazikhel who contributed the highest individual score
of the season: 73 not out.

Our first Xl won 11 of their 16 league matches and our
second Xl won an impressive 13 of their 18 league
matches, both in their respective Wiltshire Saturday

Swindon & District Motorcycle Club

The chatter between Sections on the first of four laps
was when the weather arrived at the old station yard
in Hannington. The heavy rain forecast for 10am was
already an hour late, but there were signs it was on its
way. The sky took on the appearance of thick
vegetable soup as drizzle
stole visibility from
daylight. Motorcycle
trials in heavy rain should
really be its own sport,
and the 50+
motorcyclists circulating
the ten fiendish Sections
were trying to get
through as many as
possible before ‘it’
happened. But it didn't.
The final Observed
Motorcycle Trial of the
S&DMCC calendar, the
Jack Croston Trial held in
October, of course
guaranteed jeopardous
weather, but the worst
anyone got was
moderately damp rather
than soaked!

As usual, the organisers set up challenges through
Bydemill Brook, over and around the old railway
station’s strewn brickwork, with plenty of visits up and
down the track embankment to ensure concentration
levels didnt wander. Natural springs also made sure
that certain Sections, whilst quite navigable to the eye,
demanded a precise line through, or risked sliding off

Leagues gaining promotion for the 2026 season. To
celebrate we held our annual dinner in November
and look forward to the indoor nets sessions
commencing sometime after the Christmas period —
details to follow.

If you are interested in cricket, please do get in touch
via the contacts on our website
(www.shrivenham.play-cricket.com/home). We'd love
to hear from you.

Julian Stevens

course into a bog. With the persistent drizzle turning
dirt to mud, the latter laps presented themselves as a
greater challenge, but nothing that skilful balance, a
pair of knobbly tyres and good throttle control
couldn’t overcome. By the time the drizzle had
become actual rain, the bikes had been loaded, the
scoresheets gathered
and only wheel tracks
remained that slowly
transmogrified into large
puddles. By the
afternoon, the sky soup
had turned into oxtail as
heavy rain bounced off
the ground, arriving
though too late to ruin a
fantastic day. Thanks
must of course go to the
organisers and the
observers for once
again puttingon a
terrific event.

§ Those who circulated
with the least amount of
\ penalty points in their
respective categories
were: Graham Wignall,
Geoffry and Michael D. Maslin, Brad and Paul Burgess,
Adam Coopey, Mick Marshall, Martyn Goodall, Adrian
Steel, and Thomas Plank. Congratulations to the day’s
winners and to everyone who turned up and got their
tyres dirty. The next trial will take place at the same
venue on Sunday 11 January - opportune timing for
anyone writing ‘trials bike’ on their Christmas list!

Jason Daniels
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Wrag Barn Golf Club

As the days grow shorter and the air a little crisper, we
start turning our attention to the winter season and
the festivities that come with it. There’s a certain charm
to Wrag Barn at this time of year, with the sound of
laughter in the clubhouse, the glow of Christmas
lights, and golfers swapping their polos for Christmas
jumpers. It’s all part of the fun as we look forward to
our winter programme.

The Turkey Trot, the Greenkeepers’
Texas Scramble, and the individual
Winter Knockout competitions are
firm favourites on the calendar,
bringing members together for a
bit of friendly rivalry and plenty of
good cheer. Whether you're out on
the course or watching from the
warmth of the clubhouse with a
mince pie in hand, it’s a lovely way
to celebrate the season.

We also have something special to
celebrate this year, as our Ladies A
Team won the Wiltshire League.
Huge congratulations and thank
you to everyone who played their
part; your teamwork and dedication
have made us proud.

As the year draws to a close, we'd like to wish all our
members, visitors and friends a very Happy Christmas
and a peaceful New Year. Thank you for your continued
support. We look forward to welcoming you back in
2026 for more golf, more laughter and more shared
memories. From all of us at Wrag Barn, happy golfing!

Verity Manners

Captain Mark Walker, Scott and Alison Talbert, Karen Walker and Tilly the dog

Highworth Running Club

Highworth Town Football Club

On the pitch the 1st team continue to be somewhat
inconsistent. An FA Vase defeat to lower-level
Amesbury Town was bookended by a couple of decent
league results. October, though, ended with an
astonishing Wilts Premier Shield win at Royal Wootton
Bassett; goals in the 89th and 94th minutes saw the

Save the date! Entries should now be open for next year’s
springtime running race, held again over five miles. Mementos will
be awarded to all finishers, and there will of course be prizes
available in all the usual categories. If you're looking for a challenge
in 2026, might this just be it? Don't forget you're welcome to join us
on any of our training runs (Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays) if
you fancy getting in shape for March. Please find us on Facebook or
take a peek at our website (www.highworthrunningclub.co.uk).

Happy festivities readers, and we hope to see you in the New Year.

Jason Daniels

game end 2-2, with Highworth then winning 5-4 on
penalties to book themselves a quarter-final outing.

Our clubhouse has been refurbished throughout,
courtesy of some BMW associates, and is an even
better venue for parties etc. So please get in touch via
social media if interested in using it.

Derek Lloyd
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Ready for a Friday Rec session

Highworth Town Junior Football Club

Georgia Brown's football journey began on the pitches
of Highworth where she played from 2008 to 2011,
aged between six and nine.

After Highworth, Georgia
joined Swindon Town FC
Community Foundation,
where she played until
age 16. Her time there
included appearances in
prestigious youth
tournaments like the
Barcelona and Dallas
Cups. With Swindon
lacking weekend fixtures,
she also represented
Swindon Spitfires, Abbey
Meads, and Crowmarsh FC to keep her competitive
edge sharp.

A former Eastrop, Southfields and Warneford school
pupil, Georgia completed sixth form at Oxford High
School for girls, playing football throughout her
education. At 15 she trialled for Oxford United
women's team and was signed, gaining senior
experience on loan at Cheltenham Town in the fourth
tier of women'’s football. She returned to Oxford United
and played until 2021.

Her talent earned her a call-up to the Scotland under-
19 squad where she played against Spain and Belgium.
She was set to compete in the under-19 European

If you want to get fit and make new friends, why
not have a go at Walking Football with the
friendly Highworth club? There are indoor
sessions on Fridays from 11:30am to 12:30pm
held at The Rec in Highworth. Alternatively there
are outdoor sessions held on Thursdays and
Sundays from 11am to 12pm, both held at
Grange Leisure Centre in Stratton on their 3G
pitches. All sessions are ‘pay & play;, meaning
anyone over the age of 50 is welcome to come
and play. £4 is payment per Thursday and
Sunday sessions and £3.50 per Friday session, all
payable by credit/debit card only, no cash, direct
to the sports centre. Come and give us a try — you
won't regret it. Email highworthwfc@outlook.com
or call 07769 703702 for more information.

Graham Seeley

Championships in 2020 but the tournament was
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Later in 2021 Georgia crossed the Atlantic to attend
New York’s Hofstra University, an NCAA Division 1
school, and was named
Conference Rookie of the
Season helping her team
win the Conference
Championship. In her final
year she was named
‘Female Student Athlete
of the Year'for both
university and conference,
graduating with a 4.0
honours degree in
biomedical science.

June 2025 marked
another milestone for Georgia as she was called up to
Scotland’s Under-23 squad and played two matches
against Iceland. A month later she signed with
Sporting Jax, a new professional team in Jacksonville,
Florida to compete in the Gainbridge Super League.
This was followed by a spate with the Scottish
women'’s national team.

Georgia’s story is one of perseverance, adaptability and
excellence, both on the pitch and in the classroom.
From local pitches in Wiltshire to international arenas,
she’s a shining example of what passion and hard work
can achieve.

Kelly Preston
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THURSDAY 18TH DECEMRER 2025 2-4PM

with Jory 7]

WEONESDAY 286TH JANUARY 2024 2.4PM

CONTACT Us

forgetmenot.highworth@gmail.com

o Annamaria 07771853337 Wy
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Royal Wootton Bassett Orchestra

JOURNEYTO LAPLAND

A Christmas matinée concert for all the family
——

Classical and popular
Christmas music for
orchestra and choir

TICKETS:
£10 (Under 16s free)
www.rwho.org.uk

Sunday 14th December 2025
3pm matinée concert

St Bartholomew’s Church, RWB

L/

AR SR
Highworth Twinning
Association
Fish ‘n’ Chips Quiz night
Tuesday, January 27th 2026

Council Community Room, Gilbert’s Lane

Tickets will be available at

Visit Highworth or by bank transfer online in early
January 2026

RAFFLE

Soft drinks for sale or bring your own wine and beer
Come alone or with a friend - teams organised on the night!
Richard Pearce 07513 009044 or rjjnpearcehta@gmail.com

?.i_‘-‘j:.i_:?'_"-‘n:f_w_‘.:} —@cﬂf_ P ) _u]

[THURSDAYS 9AM - 12PM]|
FamM SN 7qall

We are a community garden project which aims to
provide an outreach space for the local comumunity
and support groups, and individuals who would find
benefit in joining us. The Wonky Veg Club is a place
to come and socialise, learn and enjoy working on
the Land.

Our weekly vol drop in are open to
all. So if you want to come along then we would

love to see youL

WWW. FACEROOK.COM/WONKYVEGCLUB

l_llmnunw.".‘“‘“ [

FOR MORE ORI
OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAG

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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- HIGHWORTH TOWN COMNCIL ™

Message from Town Clerk

As we reach the end of a busy and rewarding year in Highworth,
I wanted to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you to
everyone who has played a part in our community life.
Highworth is at its best when we come together, and this year
has shown once again what a vibrant and caring town we are,

One of the real highlights has been the eompletion of the

Barra Close Play Park. Seeing local families, children and young
people enjoying the new space has been wonderful, and I'm
proud that the Town Council has delivered a project that will
benefit the community for many years to come. Thank you to the
residents who shared ideas and feedback throughout the
process, your voices genuinely helped shape the final result.

Our local events calendar has also brought us together
throughout the year. From seasonal celebrations to family
activities and volunteer-led successes, each event has reminded
us how important it is to stay connected, have fun, and support
one another, A huge thank you goes to our volunteers,
community groups, councillors, staff and local businesses who
work tirelessly behind the scenes to make these moments
special,

As we look ahead, the Town Council remains committed to
listening, improving our services, caring for our shared spaces,

# and creating opportunities for residents of all ages. We have
From the Town Clerk ( much to be proud of and so much still to look forward to.
Staff and Councillors ) With the festive season now upon us, | would like to wish all
. S ety : . residents a very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
at Highwor th Town Council May it be a time of joy, kindness and community spirit for us all.
i3 2 Warmest wishes,
\ e —— . Deanne Rose

Town Clerk, Highworth Town Couneil

~%§ HIGHWORTH COMMUNITY PRIORITY SURVEY

Have Your Say on Community Priorities!

Highworth Town Council Clerk is currently undertaking a Community Governance Degree,
and as part of her studies she is carrying out a research project on:

‘

“Exploring Community Priorities for Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) Spending.”

Paper copies of the survey are available upon request from the Council Offices or by emailing:
clerk@highworthtownecouncil.gov.uk.

While this research contributes to academic studies, the results will also be shared with Highworth
Town Council to help guide future decisions on CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) spending

so please be sure to have your say before the

Your feedback matters. Take a few minutes to complete the survey and let us know your priorities for
Highworth.

SCAN SCAN

ME & o ME!
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News from Highworth’s Mayor

It's been an uplifting month in
Highworth and I'm fairly sure my
mayoral chain has clocked up
more miles than my car while |
recover from a broken wrist!

We began by celebrating two
wonderful milestones: the 200th
anniversary of the United
Reformed Church, and the 65th
anniversary of Gloucester House. Both reminded me
how special Highworth is — a town that truly stands
the test of time. Gloucester House continues to change
lives through its care and dedication, while the United
Reformed Church has offered a warm welcome and
community spirit for two centuries.

| was also delighted to visit The Bridge Centre, run
by Highworth Community Church, to see their
excellent work. They provide a friendly drop-in warm
space, food support in partnership with the Swindon
Food Collective, and practical help with debt advice
and form-filling, alongside several youth and
children’s groups.

Supporting young people remains one of my personal
priorities and Highworth Town Council is pleased to be
working with SMASH for another year to provide youth
sessions. Watch this space for details on new events in
the Council Community Room. | also welcomed
Highworth Scouts to a mock council meeting; their
lively debate proved that the future of our town is in
good hands. | may even have met a few future mayors!

The festive season has now officially started with the
Christmas Lights Switch-On. The lights were bright, the
smiles even brighter.

Don't forget to pop these dates in your diary:

6, 13, & 20 December Mince pies and mulled wine at
the Saturday Market (for the
Mayor’s Charity)

8 February Mayor’s Civic Service at
St. Michael’s Church

25 April Mayor’s Charity Evening at

Wrag Barn

Thank you for your support and | wish you all a joyful
Christmas and a happy New Year.

Julie Murphy, Mayor

HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN

Julie Murphy, Rosedene, Inglesham SN6 7RA
07803 602568 julie. murphy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

DEPUTY MAYOR & VICE-CHAIRMAN
Anthony Houghton, 40 The Dormers, Highworth SN6 7NZ
01793 266473 Mob: 07880 793062
anthony.houghton@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Maxine Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 7SL
07920 062905 maxine.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Simon Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 75L
07850 468095 simon.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Gemma Dennis, 34 Sevenfields, Highworth SN6 7NF
07743 859874 gemma.dennis@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
lan Durnin Duffy, 78A Westrop, Highworth SN6 7HJ
07821937159 ian.durninduffy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Flossy Freeman-Inglis, Crouch Farm, Highworth SN6 7QS
01793 762489 flossy.freeman-inglis@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop, Highworth SN6 7HA
01793 226337 nick.gardiner@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Lesley Gow, 23 Queens Avenue, Highworth SN6 7BA
07840 273750 lesley.gow@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Fraser Haines, 222 Windrush, Highworth SN6 7EE
01793 861109 Mob: 07939 032451
fraser.haines@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Natalie Key, 30 The Willows, Highworth SN6 7PG
07971 485359 natalie.key@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Graeme Olley, 97 Eastrop SN6 7PP
Work: 01793 763700 graeme.olley@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Kenneth Saunders, 343 Windrush SN6 7EF
01793 763071 Mob: 07968 640136
ken.saunders@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk
Richard Williams, 7 Park Avenue SN6 7AW
07789781151 richard.williams@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA
01793 226337 Mob: 07392 871243
Ngardiner3@swindon.gov.uk
Vijay Manro, 38 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07545 429367 vmanro3@swindon.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk

Council Offices
3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth SN6 7FB
Tel. 01793 762377 / 763511
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Family Gatherings
Wedding Receptions e Conferences
Club and 506/ety /Meet/ngs o etc..

Exhlbltlons 5 i

Detalls o,c our wnde anhd varied
aCtivities are on our wepsite

01793 765408

ahd |eave a messase
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CHURCHES _:

The church is open daily for private prayer.

10:15am Sunday Service

We meet in St. Michael’s Church and groups for
children and youth are held during this service, with
refreshments being served after the service.

The live service can be found on YouTube by searching
‘St Michaels Church Highworth'

8:30am Holy Communion
On the first and third Sunday of the month.

11am Midweek Communion

On the third Wednesday of each month, from 11am.
Coffee and cake will be served from 10:15am.
Prayers

Tuesday Prayers at 9:30am.

Friday Blessings from 9:15am.

The second and fourth Mondays sees Prayer Hour in
the Church Room at 7:30pm (excluding bank holidays).

We remember those we love and miss
Anthony Cash

Praying for the roads in the town

< i
7 December  Westrop and The Willows L
14 December Windrush and Wrde Hill 11 January Biddell Springs and Blandford Alley
21 December The Archers and Arran Way 18 January  Blandford Mews and Botany
4 January Barra Close and Beech Grove 25 January Brewery Street and Brookfield

With thanks to all those who have sponsored
the floodlighting of St. Michael’s Church

13/12/25 25/12/2025

In loving memory of Roy and Sheila Johnson. Remembering Tim and Joan Peapell and the

15/12/2025 wonderful times we had at Christmas.

Michael Page 1/1/2026
Sixteen years have passed, still the tears remain.
You are always in our thoughts, love you forever.
Mum and Dad

Jane Bateman
Ayear since we lost you suddenly on New Year's Day.
Aloving and treasured wife, mother and grandmother.
25/12/2025 We miss you so much every day.

Keith, Simon, Matth d famili
Remembering Graham Arrondelle. efth >imon, Fatthew and familes

We miss you so much.
Sylvie and Donna

Floodlighting forms are available from St. Michael’s Church office, Vicarage Lane, or the Church website at
www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk/floodlighting. Your dedication will appear in an issue of Highworth’s LINK Magazine.

www.highworthlink.co.uk #3
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St. Leonard’s Parish Church Stanton Fitzwarren

7 December

13 December
14 December
21 December

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
28 December

4 January
11 January
18 January

25 January

Morning Worship, 9:30am
Decorate Christmas tree in church, 2pm
Family Christingle, 11am

Team service, Coleview Community
Centre, 11am

Walking Nativity, Church Lane, 3:30pm
Carols by Candlelight, 7pm

Team Service, St. Margaret’s Stratton,
10am

Team Service, St. Margaret’s Stratton,
10am

Morning Worship, 9:30am

Family Service,‘Camels, 11am

Team Service, Stratton Methodist
Church, 10:30am

Holy Communion, 11am

Stanton Coffee Morning will meet on Wednesday 17
December at Stanton House Hotel. We will get

— T

together at 10:15am for coffee and chat, then we'll
enjoy carols, memories and mince pies.

The church building will be open every Wednesday in
school term time from 10am to 4pm; or telephone Liz
and Roger on 01793 762935 to organise for the
building to be open for you to visit.

Please see our website at www.stantonchurch.info for
updates.
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— i Acupuncture
G'HEAT WESTERN

Res;ec_tﬂﬁ_éz_éf_ﬁclent
House Clearance
in Highworth & Swindon

Call us now

An effective treatment for many
health problems.
Hazel Andrews ucc macs
7 Ash Gardens, South Marston

01793 827507

www.acuhome.co.uk

www.greatwesternclearance.co.uk

CLPFS

ils cyUrihl AN LY
Contact Cliff: cltﬁ seHars@gmall com

07506 698718
NO JOB TOO SMALL

PAFT

TAP & TIFFIN
INDIAN RESTAURANT

AND TAKEAWAY REMOVE GARDEN WASTE

SMALL OR LARGE JOBS
CONTACT BAZ

50% DISCOUNT ON

LUNCH MENU
LUNCH 12-2PM+EVENING 5-10PM+MON CLOSED |
10 HIGH STREET SN6 7AG|N | 297
01793 453 192 \.)_ bazzaq60@gmail.com

HOME PLAN ri" "dJANE BEDF()RDﬂ
Plans drawn for Extensions, &‘.w
Conversions & New Builds MOBILE FOOT CARE SERVICE

{THE COM

Free Estimates NO VAT

01793 762368

homeplandesign@yahoo.com

1: 07526 420953

7" HIGHWORTH N

hello@janebedfordchiropody.co.uk
| Www.janeb edfordchiropody.co.uk J

www.home-plan-design.co.uk

IAN NICKELS
PLAST

To advertise in

G | The Highworth Link
All work inside/outside
+ RENDERING  + COVING contact
* CEILINGS  + WALLS advertising@highworthlink.co.uk
« SKIMMING + INSURANCE WORK or visit

Over 40 years' experience — apprentice serviced
For all your plastering needs

lanNickels66@hotmail.com « Tel: 07790 273725

www.highworthlink.co.uk

RDB Property Services

Decking, Fencing,
Decorating &

General Property

Welcome to Craftmanship

SPECIALIST SMALL
: WORKS CONTRACTOR
3 W EXTERNAL & INTERNAL
REFURBISHMENTS

For a Professional Service,

Maintenance

FULLY INSURED

with el“ma‘:' roberthowles86@yahoo.com
07713 857957

www.highworthlink.co.uk

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

‘I’»»"'*'t““ SWim
sStars

We run classes for all standards of
swimmers from 4 to 12 years old at our
venue in Bourton (Nr Shrivenham)

Piease cantact us on;
G

\E\“ 1&? *‘iz

Edward Moss
Picture Framing

Framing titive pri

ADAM GOUGH

PLASTERING SERVICES LTD
City and Guilds Qualified
* Lime Plastering and Rendering
= Skimming of Walls and Ceilings
* Interior/Exterior Rendering
* Interior/Exterior Painting
* Covering Artex * Repairs
* Clean and Reliable
For a free quote please call Adam
079 4187 1323

www.adamgoughplastering.co.uk

45



USEFUL CONTACTS

EMERGENCY NON-EMERGENCY
Police, Fire, Ambulance  Emergency 999 Police Non-Emergency 101
Gas Emergency 0800111999  NHS Non-Emergency 111
Electricity Emergency 105 Pest Control Non-Emergency 07789 781151
Water Emergency 08003169 800
BUSES DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS SCHOOLS
Stagecoach Swindon 01793521415 Highworth Surgery 01793762218 Eastrop Infants 01793763772
Thamesdown Transport 01793 428400 Elm Tree Surgery, (Shrivenham) 01793 782207 Southfield Junior 01793762210
Dial-a-Ride 01793 616050 Great Western Hospital 01793 604020 Westrop Primary 01793 762897
Community Transport 01793617828 Warneford Secondary 01793 762426
Traveline 08712002233 LIBRARY TAXIS
Highworth Libra 01793 463500
COLLEGES ighworth aarary Veezu 01793 701701
Cirencester College 01285 640994 RECREATION
New College Swindon Highworth R 01793 762602 TRAINS
] ighworth Rec ) . -
Queens Drive Campus 01793 611470 National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950
North Star Campus 01793491591 PHARMACIES Great Western Railways 03457 000125
LAW & ORDER Highworth Pharmacy 01793 762220 Disabled and Assisted Travel 08001971329
Crimestoppers 0800555111 Home Farm Pharmacy 01793 861392 OTHER SERVICES
Victim Supportline 08081689111 Jones Graham Pharmacy it i
Acton PF:d 0300 123 2030 (Shrivenham) 01793 783336 C|t|zgns Advice Bureau' 08444 994114
ction Frau Trading Standards (business) 0207 830 6000
COUNCILS PRESCHOOL/NURSERY Trading Standards (consumers) 03454 04 05 06
Highworth Town Council 01793762377 Eastrop Nursery 01793763772 Alcohol and Drug Service 01793 695405
Swindon Borough Council 01793 463000 Westrop Nursery 01793762897 Samaritans 01793537373
Streetsmart 01793 445501 South Marston Pre-school 01793 823379 Women's Refuge 01793610610
FIRE SAFETY Root &Branch (Mental Health Therapeutic Centre)
Home fire safety check 08000382323 01793782999

Published by Highworth LINK
Magazine Community Interest
Company, which operates to provide
a benefit to the community it serves.

Editor: Rachael Laing Smith
E: editor@highworthlink.co.uk

Production: Simon French
T: 07716 197236
E: highworthlink72@gmail.com

Advertising: Debbie Hodgson
E: advertising@highworthlink.co.uk

Distribution: Keith Smith
E: keith@xcrosskeys.co.uk
Registered Office:

The Bridge Centre,
8a Sheep Street,
Highworth SN6 7AA
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High Worth LINK mag aZi NE€ Ppublished under the auspices of Highworth Churches Together.

Highworth LINK magazine is published monthly
except in January and August.

Opinions expressed or implied in any
contributions are not necessarily those of the
editor or management committee.

No responsibility can be accepted for any error
of fact in the magazine or website. Please inform
the editor of any errors so they can be rectified.

We do not endorse or guarantee the legitimacy
of any advertisers or their products/services.
Readers are encouraged to conduct their own
research and exercise caution when engaging
with advertised offerings.

We reserve the right to edit contributions and to
not publish any contribution or advertisement
that is either unsuitable for our format or is
inconsistent with our editorial policy.

Contributions:

May be published in the magazine and/or the
web. Make clear any limitations you have about
what, how and when we may publish your
contribution.

Emailis preferred, otherwise deliver to The
Bridge Centre, 8 Sheep Street, Highworth.

Make sure you are writing for a general
audience, not just your own organisation. News
stories should not exceed 200 words. If it's too
long we will ask you to cut it. Articles may be
longer but get in touch first to save the
inconvenience of a rejection. Photographs and
advertising artwork should be clear, with good
contrast. JPEG electronic format is preferred. The
print process requires images ideally to be
300dpi for best results. Low resolution images,
that appear clear on screen, will print blurred
depending on the size and resolution of the
image supplied.

Make sure any people in photos agree that the
photo can be published in the magazine and on
the web. Get parental consent in the case of
minors.

Submission Deadlines:
First day of the month preceding publication.

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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GAS & OIL -
HEATING W o
SERVICE PLANS 7 20
S

Avoid the unexpected costs of breakdowns,
callouts & repairs, from as litile as £8.99
per month. There are four options J
available to suit all households.

€ U
Contact us for more details or check out »
the website.

I | THE PURPLE 01367 252807 / 01793 674 474
I.l PLUMBING  info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

PEQPLE L™ purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

The Purple Plumbing People Lid

We are registered with Gas Safe and OFTEC and are fully insured.
Our engineers are qualified in Gas, Oil & LPG works

Eﬂlﬁ[ o [

0

BOILERS & CENTRAL HEATING SERVICE PLANS HYBRID BOILERS PLUMBING
Servicing, Repairs & Avoid the unexpected Now installing heat pump We fix leaks, burst
Replacements. costs of breakdowns, technology to your homes. pipes and everything
Repairs & installations of callouts & repairs. Call to find out more. in between.

Gas, Oil & LPG systems.

01367 252807 | info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk
purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk PLUMBING

Check Out Qur :-J *

www.highworthlink.co.uk




WILTSHIRE

We Install A Wide Range Of Inspiring
Products To Suit Your Every Need
Windows « Doors « Roofline (Fascia, Soffit & Guttering)

Conservatories « Conservatory Roofs « Bifold Doors
Cladding - Secondary Glazing

No Gimmicks - Just Honest Prices

Request your free quote today!

01793 727 668

info@wiltshirewindows.co.uk f

www.wiltshirewindows.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL, GENUINE, FAMILY RUN COMPANY

Come visit our showroom at Unit 26 Blackworth Industrial Estate
Highworth, SN6 7NA



