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RIDGEWAY RISE

CAREHOME sdaid
-3
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«WINNER*
uu
DEMENTIA SPECIALIST

PALLIATIVE &
END OF LIFE

RESIDENTIAL | NURSING | RESPITE | DEMENTIA

T:01793 987730 « E:info@ridgewayrise.com
40 RICHARDSON ROAD, SWINDON, SN25 4DS

SS( SimpsonsCars For all your vehicle sales
and servicing needs

+ Best choice of new Subarus in the UK & All makes and model servicing from £179

with guaranteed best offers (20
= # Air Conditioning re-gas

#* Collection and delivery service

O

View our full range of cars and book your service/MOT at www.simpsons-cars.com

Excellent part exchange values given

01793 767000
www.simpsons-cars.com = K

infoldsimpsons-cars.com SUBARU

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS




EDITORIAL

Dear Aeadenr

“Do you remember going to Blackpool
Illuminations?” my dad recently asked me. Of course
I remember. For me it was the annual announcement
of autumn! As children, we never knew what day
we'd be going, but as soon as we saw the unusual
sight of Dad’s car parked outside our school gates
we knew that was the day.

The thrill of going somewhere still wearing our school
uniforms was heady enough, but to then be heading
to the north-west’s Las Vegas made us giddy! By the
time we'd taken that hour-long drive to Blackpool in
October it was already dark, and so we'd slowly crawl
the length of that mesmeric coastal road oohing and
aahing at the static displays and the technicoloured
trams travelling past. Perhaps the bigger delight was
eating newspaper-wrapped salt and vinegar chips in
the car. (We weren't allowed to eat in the car at any
other time!)

Amazingly, scientists believe our memory banks are
probably limitless. Some memories are too painful to

willingly recall; others are fleeting
and only sit in our working
memory long enough for us to
get to the cash machine
muttering our PIN that we're
always inclined to forget. Yet
other memories we revisit often
as they raise a smile or bring us
comfort.

Making memories is one of the things that makes us
human. It can be delightful to first experience good
things and then at a later time recall how we felt and
what we saw - having those delightful experiences
with other people can make them super-charged.

If you were in Highworth for the May Day Festival or
the VE Day celebrations, perhaps you've found
yourself repeatedly remembering those events. Let
the photos in this month’s issue remind you of those
exceptional days.

Life is never dull in the "Worth! And there are more
memories yet to be made as this issue ushers in the
summer months and all that's in store.

GQ@_@M

SRl i) -

Highworth Twinning Association

IO

Safari Lunch

Safari Lunch: a meal where each course is prepared
and eaten at the home of different hosts in
Highworth, finally coming together for dessert
at a single venue.

Everyone welcome!

Sunday 29 June, 12 noon
Tickets: £23

Available from Visit Highworth
Limited number, last date for purchase 14 June
Any questions? Call Jan on 01793 979271

Front Cover image: Paul Newton-Smith and Ann Marie Murphy at Highworth's May Day Festival

www.highworthlink.co.uk 3



FIRST THOUGHTS

A Time for Renewal and Growth

As we step into the month of June, we are reminded
of the vibrancy and fullness of life that this season
brings. The warmth of summer invites us to pause
and reflect on the blessings that surround us, family,
friends, and the beauty of creation. It also inspires us
to embrace growth and renewal in our lives and in
our community.

Renewal brings hope, the assurance that even in
seasons of difficulty we can rise anew, refreshed by
God's grace. Just as springtime restores the beauty of
nature after a harsh winter, renewal in faith revitalises
our spirit and reminds us of His everlasting promise of
love and redemption.

Growth goes hand-in-hand with renewal; it is the fruit
that flourishes from a restored spirit. Growth in faith is
about becoming more rooted in God's Word, more

compassionate in our interactions, and more
confident in living out our purpose. It's not always
visible or measurable; it might be the courage to
forgive, the patience to endure, or the wisdom to
trust God'’s timing.

Let us step into this month with hearts open to serve
one another, embodying kindness, patience, and
compassion. As the days grow longer and brighter,
may we carry that same light into the lives of those
around us. Whether through prayer, fellowship, or acts
of service, let us be living testaments to God’s grace
and goodness. Let us rejoice together in His blessings
and look forward to the ways He will work through us
in this season of life.

Revd Shirlyn Toppin
Highworth Methodist Church

Highworth Mums’ Afternoon Tea a Blooming Success!

Three local mums recently organised a delightful
afternoon tea at The Old Bakery in Highworth,
raising a fantastic £160 for Friends Of Eastrop and
Southfield (FOES). The event, held on the evening of
Saturday 29 March, saw the community come
together in a show of generosity and support.

The Old Bakery’s owner, Rob, kindly donated his café
for the evening, providing a
warm and welcoming
atmosphere for all attendees.
Guests were treated to a
delicious spread of tea,
coffee, and prosecco,
alongside a mouth-watering
array of donated treats.

Local businesses truly
embraced the spirit of the
event, showcasing
Highworth’s incredible
community spirit. Chloe's
Bakery donated decadent
brownies; Andrew's Butchers
provided savoury sausage
rolls; Bloomfields Deli
contributed two delicious
quiches; the Co-op
generously donated scones
and jam; Tesco provided a

selection of cakes, and Aldi supplied the clotted
cream. Highworth Florists added a touch of elegance
with beautiful posies adorning the tables.

“We were overwhelmed by the generosity of local
businesses and the community,” said one of the
organisers. “Highworth truly has a wonderful
community spirit, and we feel
fortunate to be a part of it. A
huge thank you to Rob at The
Old Bakery for providing the
venue and to everyone who
donated or attended.”

The event was a resounding
success, with everyone enjoying
a lovely afternoon while
supporting a worthy cause.

The £160 raised will go towards
the next chosen project across
both Eastrop and Southfield
schools. The organisers hope this
event will inspire others to get
involved in community
fundraising. They have proven
that with a little teamwork and a
lot of community spirit anything
is possible!

Sarah Harrison

4 www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

CAP Receives Generous Local Donation

The Highworth and District CAP
Centre is delighted to continue to
receive support from the local
Lions charity.

Highworth ﬁ
Lions Clu
Most months the Lions provide
support for specific needs. In May,
CAP received an amazingly
generous donation of £600
towards the bankruptcy fee for one
elderly couple who have a very low
pension income and health issues.
Even with their relatively
small amount of debt it
would still take them nine
years to repay. They are
extremely grateful to CAP
and the Lions for the help
to have this weight of
debt lifted.

Amazing Things”

Are you interest
- som
Bl ond puthmd it
into your Commutil

Il us o
_Fany 083

christians
against
poverty

The Lions also supported our Christmas event so that
many who are working hard at living on a tight budget

Learn to Dance with u3a!

Dancing is a wonderful and fun way of keeping
active and fit. If you enjoy dancing you might like to
explore what the u3a has to offer. The u3ais a
national organisation, particularly active in Swindon,
for people who are no longer in full-time
employment. It offers over 130 different groups on
all kinds of leisure activities and its dancing groups
are some of the most popular.

If you join the English Country Dance group you will
enjoy yourself by keeping alive the rich tradition of
English social folk dancing whilst having fun and
gentle exercise, all in an informal atmosphere. Some of
the dances are newly composed while some have
been enjoyed from as far back as the 16th century. You
do not need to come with a partner and all the dances
are guided by an experienced caller.

There is much fun, laughter, and exercise to be had
in our very popular Barn Dancing group. So party
on down!

Latin Line Dance is a beginner’s Latin style dance
group with a mix of music from Latin America and
modern pop. You will have fun and enjoy the music

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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were able to come and enjoy
a social event with food and
fun for the whole family.

Kathryn Ford, CAP Centre Manager

with the added bonus of keeping fit and improving
your memory. The dances can be quite energetic so
you need a moderate level of fitness.

For a full list of all the u3a’s activity groups and all the
other things it does, visit www.swindonu3a.org.uk,
telephone the office on 01793 614629 between 10am
and noon on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday, or visit
the u3a Facebook page.

Sue Mazzoleni
Royal Army ; :*B‘“Ym
Chaplains’ Museum g

13:30-17:00



COMMUNITY

Save the Old Golf Course this June

“..you don't know what you've got till it’s
gone. They paved paradise and putup a
parking lot.” So said Joni Mitchell.

Last October, a survey found that around
500 people a day visited the Old Golf

Course, with many arriving by car from
nearby towns.

This spring, our Old Golf
Course looks so beautiful
and thousands of people
every week continue to
gain the invaluable
benefits this natural
treasure gives.

Highworth Town Council
(with the Action Group and
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust) have
put forward a fully costed
proposal for the Old Golf Course to

become an income-generating community nature park,
including the upper, easily-accessible section, to
become designated as a‘Local Green Space'

This would also feature:

+  Anature-themed café

«  Nature walkways and trails

+  Awetland area

- Wildflower and tree planting
«  Improved hedgerows

«  Aplay park and picnic area

«  Outdoor schooling activities
«  Anatural burial ground.

Swindon has opposed this plan, stating that the Old
Golf Course was not a‘special’ asset and keeping it
would restrict further development. An independent
examiner has been appointed to review the plan and
well over 200 residents wrote in support of keeping the
site green. As this article goes to press, we are awaiting
his decision.

Swindon Borough Council (SBC) are meeting on
Wednesday 4 June to vote on the three options:

1. For the whole of the site to become a nature park

2. For400 houses and the remainder to be a nature park
3. For 700 houses and the remainder to be a nature park.

Highworth has approximately 3,500 houses, and in the
building or planning stages there are currently between

=
e, . -1_ ' 4
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1,000 - 1,500 new homes (without the proposed
building on the Old Golf Course).

With the increase in population, our local parks will
become even more vital.

We will be organising attendance at SBC's meeting on 4
June to show them our strength of feeling, including a
bus for those who cannot drive there.

We hope to see Highworth's residents out in force to
show them how special this green space is to the
community and what an asset it is to Swindon and
North Wiltshire.

Once it's gone, it’s gone forever.
To register your interest, email rob@highworthtower.co.uk.
Rob New

Gardening Club Plant Sale

On Monday 2 June, South Marston Gardening
Club will be hosting a Plant Sale at South
Marston Village Hall, from 7:30pm to 8:30pm.

Annuals, fruit plants, potted flowerpots, herbs,
houseplants, perennials, shrubs, and vegetable
plants will be available, all very reasonably priced.
Pop along and enjoy chatting with Gardening Club
members. And don't forget to bring bags or boxes!

Please note this is a cash only event. Refreshments
and homemade cakes are also available.

Parking is available on Old Vicarage Lane, next to

the school.
Angela Newton

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Wednesday 10- 3 pm v E E R

Thursday 10-3pm ﬁﬁ""@%;

Friday 10-3 pm e .

Saturday 10-1pm wf
01367 244615

4A MARKET PLACE, FARINGDON, OXFORDSHIRE SN7 THL

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

Professional Tree Surgeons

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

v" Pruning and Shaping
v’ Felling and Removal
¥" Hedge Cutting
v' Stump Grinding

v Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Call lan Walding iv.chorr/ni A

01793790210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

See inv the Sumumer
at
The Radnor Arms
Coleshill
At _‘ : :

R i, P
A new and exciting
Summer menu to

‘tickle the taste buds’
Keep an eye on our social media
for upcoming music events.

A new marquee and outside
dining space.
Open 7 days per week

RESTAURANT OPENING TIMES:
Monday & Tuesday — Midday - 3:00pm
Wednesday-Saturday — Midday - 3:00pm
& 6:00 - 9:00pm
Sunday — Midday - 4:00pm

-

LS

meRadnor
A rmS Coleshill

For bookings, call us on:
01793 766 667
or email:
info@theradnorarmscoleshill.com

www.highworthlink.co.uk



*-DEACONS

Est. 1848

11-15 Wood Street, Old Town,
Swindon, SN1 4AN
Tel: 01793 522072 / 527530
swindon@deacons-jewellers.com

44-45 High Street,
Marlborough, SN8 1HQ
Tel: 01672 519955
marlborough@deacons-jewellers.com

deacons-jewellers.com
Ei® @deaconsjewellers

Item featured subject to stock availability

- PRE-ORDER L) _ :
_ YOUR FREE Part of the Coach Travel Group

BROCHURE

NEW 2025-2026
HOLIDAY BROCHURE
—""""‘“' u';lh‘lr'l-. O o
eﬁi‘ S BWETE | -

Y

sk Christmas'& 'New Year breaks'
- Due for release

1% June 2025 e -

e
o

01793821303 ...
barnescoaches co.l.ik

www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

Refurbishment at The Rec

When the community works together great things
can happen! We are pleased to announce we have
refurbished our accessible swimming pool changing
area with the help of Halo Leisure, the Wrde Up
committee funding, and the hard work of centre
volunteer Andy Davies.

The money for the refurbishment came from a
community fund set up by the outgoing committee of
Wrde Up Festival. After the successful festival in 2022
the committee decided to hand over the festival to
local events specialist Tom Falding at Fandangos.
Leftover monies were used to set up a community
fund and local community groups and registered
charities were invited to apply for funding for various
legacy projects.
Highworth Recreation
Centre was successful
in securing £5,000 to
refurbish our accessible
changing room in the
swimming pool
changing village. This
fresh, clean, and bright
new changing and
shower area will
enhance the
experience for our
customers with

Louts Return to Winning Ways
We had 23 teams taking part in this year’s quiz, the
most we have had for many years.

It was The Louts who came out on top, repeating their
victory of 2017. Last year’s winners, The Toddletons,

. '

The Louts

www.highworthlink.co.uk

accessibility needs.

At the centre we offer swimming
sessions for all ages and abilities
and | can think of no better way to
keep fit, relax, and unwind in our
warm bright sunny 25 metre pool.
We offer swimming lessons for
anyone aged four years and up from £36 per month,
including free social swim sessions.

We would like to thank the outgoing Wrde Up
committee for this generous gift and Andy Davies for
his time and energy.

Corina O’Keefe, General Manager

The finished accessible changing room

in Scouts Quiz

were two points back in second place with One and
A Dupe in third place. The real winners were the
Scout group.

Thanks to donations of raffle prizes from parents and

The Highworth, plus a spa voucher from Cowley
Manor which we auctioned off, we raised over
£900. Thanks to everybody who came and
helped create the usual unique atmosphere at
the scout hall. The final thanks go to Simpsons
Cars for once again sponsoring the whole
evening, as they have done for many years.

The photograph shows The Louts (Ed and Liz
Lott, and Christine and Alan Lutman) being
presented with the winners trophy by Peter
Jenkins of Simpson Cars.

David Roblin



COMMUNITY

From Transylvania to Highworth

I believe that most of us have fond
memories of going to the market as
children with our parents and
grandparents to buy necessities and
returning home with our favourite
sweets or toys. Today, | get the same
joy whether I'm there as a consumer
or selling my own items, and I am
pleased to be able to sell my
products in such a vibrant place as
the Highworth Market.

On the first day, | had the impression
that all of the vendors knew one
another and were like a big happy
family. Along with other sellers
offering bread, cheese, honey,
souvenirs, and baklawa, | have a tiny
booth where | sell wooden crafts in an
attempt to maintain a century’s-old
tradition that is common to many cultures: painting
on wood.

My name is Emilia and | was born in Sighisoara, in the
enchanting region of Transylvania -we have the most
well-preserved medieval fortresses in Eastern Europe
and it is the birthplace of Vlad Tepes, the real-life figure
who inspired the legend of Count Dracula.

| enjoy painting traditional Transylvanian motifs on
wooden boxes, spoons, crates, trays, bookmarks, chairs,
and wardrobes. | combine traditional Romanian themes
with those of the Saxon inhabitants who came to

Transylvania in 1241 and were very talented craftsmen.

| believe traditions can provide a sense of stability and
comfort, offering a link to the past, and a sense of
continuity in a changing world. It is such a great gift to
be able to share the wisdom, values, and stories of
previous generations. If you appreciate art and are
searching for a one-of-a-kind present, stop and say
hello while shopping at one of Wiltshire’s most
vibrant markets.

Emilia Balut
See pages 24 and 25 to learn about the history of Highworth's
market.

Highworth with Shrivenham Good Afternoon Choir

Do you love to sing? Then why not join the
Highworth with Shrivenham community Good
Afternoon Choir, led by the talented Sarah Summers,
which meets on Wednesdays from 1pm-3pm in
Highworth Community Centre.

Sarah said, “Our Good Afternoon Choir has no
auditions and is perfect for people who love to sing.
We have a great repertoire of popular music and there
is no charge for your first rehearsal. Come along and
meet me and the rest of the folks for a good
afternoon.”

Bath music man Grenville Jones started the first Good

Afternoon Choirs back in 2009 in his home city of Bath.
Now there are 34 Good Afternoon Choirs across South
West England, South Wales, and London.

“Our singers come from all walks of life and we differ
from other community choirs as we sing in the
afternoon where the emphasis is on singing and
having fun. Why not come along to a Wednesday
rehearsal, your first session is free!” says Grenville.

For more details on all of our Good Afternoon Choirs
please see www.goodafternoonchoir.org.

See you on Wednesday!

10 www.highworthlink.co.uk
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OBITUARY

lan Webb (1948 to 2025)

lan was born in Edmonton, London in
March 1948 and attended the local
primary and secondary schools.
Whilst at secondary school, together
with other friends, one of whom was
his future wife Joan, he helped to
build a 9-hole crazy golf course and a
Take Your Pick stall for North
Middlesex Hospital for their fetes.

lan married Joan in 1969 and they
lived in Enfield. He worked for the
Union Castle Line where he completed
his transport exams, eventually
moving to Swindon, as many
Londoners did at the time, and he
continued to work for transport

as governor to the school, eventually
becoming Chair. He was the ideal
governor because at all times he put
the children first. He was hands-on
helping at fetes, attending meetings
regularly, present at all school events,
and encouraging the children. He was
also a member of the Education Board
established when Swindon Borough
Council failed its Ofsted.

Later, lan joined me at the Highworth
Community Centre, eventually
becoming a trustee; he was the Friday
receptionist. The clients loved him
because he enjoyed a chat with them
and also offered a helping hand... or

made a cup of tea or another cup of

tea! He became part of Highworth
Community Partnership Group and was pivotal in

A brief move to Devon saw the couple running a setting up Visit Highworth, eventually becoming

newsagents, but they returned to live in Highworth Chair. He also became the administrator at Highworth
where they have been for 45 years and raised two United Charities.

children, Claire and Paul.

companies both in Swindon
and Faringdon.

lan was the volunteer that everyone values; he was
always there to help, would not let you down, and had
a permanently cheerful smile. He will be sorely missed
by so many organisations. His service to Highworth

Itis in Highworth where lan began to be involved
more and more in voluntary work, being on the PTA,
along with Joan, at both Westrop Primary School and

Warneford School. At the time, | was head teacher of has been priceless and always with a cup of tea.
Crowdys Hill, a special educational needs school, and . ]
my bursar was Joan. At some point lan was appointed Keith Smith

Westrop

Nursery

La

At Westrop Nursery we follow the curiosi'r approach, our rooms are calm
and neutral, encouraging us to create the ‘thinkers & doers’ of the future.

Our learning environment is full of meaningful and mindful spaces that put the child at the centre of every activity.
Children will benefit greatly learning through play and become confident, curious and self-motivated fo learn.
Highly qualified staff team with a wealth of experience ® Government Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year old

We offer dedicated early years wrap around care from 8.00am to 5.00pm

Contact: Westrop Primary & Nursery School
Telephone: 01793 762897 Email: nursery@westrop.swindon.sch.uk Website: www.westropprimaryschool.co.uk

To advertise in The Highworth Link contact

advertising@highworthlink.co.uk or visit www.highworthlink.co.uk

12 www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

Highworth’s Volunteers’ Week

Have you heard the secret? Volunteering is good for
the body and soul!

Volunteering simply means ‘stepping up’to help other
people. No matter your circumstances, | know you
have the skills, heart, and time to
step up to make a difference to
this community.

With that in mind, Highworth is
hosting its very first Volunteers' Week
from Monday 15 September to
Saturday 20 September. Businesses,
schools, churches, and community
groups will come together in a united
effort to focus on community.

More information will follow, but be
thinking now how you can get

Rock and Roll Bingo

Rock and Roll Bingo is a fun twist on the classic game
of bingo, where instead of numbers players mark off
songs on their bingo cards as they hear them played.
In addition to the Rock and Roll Bingo there will be a
Cryptic Music Quiz and a Heads and Tails competition.

Organised by the Rotary Club of Swindon North the
event is a fundraising event in support of the Swindon
Food Collective and other local charities chosen by
the club.

Join us on Saturday 28 June, with doors opening at
6:30pm for a 7pm start. Drinks will be available from a
cash bar

OLUNTEERS’

involved. Are you
alocal business
owner who can
support staff into using their time for others? Perhaps
you work at one of the schools and can
organise class groups to serve others. Are you a
community group looking for new volunteers?
Or maybe you're a member of the community
hoping to use some of your time and skills to
benefit others.

w E E K Hf;-f.'f':l"”'

You can contact me at

editor@highworthlink.co.uk or look out for

details in our next issue. If you'd like a copy
of the Volunteers’Week brochure which also
contains more information, just give me a
shout and I'll get one to you.

Rotary B

Swindon North
& Thamesdown

For tickets at £10 each, visit the Rotary Club’s website:
www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs, or send an email to Rotarian
Mike Helyer at mhelyer51@gmail.com.

Don't miss out on this fantastic opportunity to have fun
and support a great cause. We hope to see you there!

If joining a Rotary Club interests you, please get in touch
by emailing rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com or
telephone 07710 228697 (Ken) or 07712 078942 (Chris).

Ken Winslow

TERESA UDELL  bacp| 2=

MBA@ DIPODUHS l!wmvd Member 380472

Trauma Counsellcr

Call 0773_309 3765

www.highworthlink.co.uk 13



COMMUNITY

Meet Simon Rose: Anti-Litter Bug

It all started during lockdown in 2020. Like many Surgery in Blunsdon. He explained that the borough
others, Simon and his wife Debbie took to walking seems to confine its litter activities to 30mph roads,
the deserted roads. Remember then? It was eerie, mainly to protect worker safety.

wasn't it? Walking along, he noticed the litter, debris
discarded from long-passed cars. And so began
what’s turned into a hobby: walking the roads and
collecting litter.

He finds that litter comprises tins and glass drink
containers, fast food boxes, fly-tipped waste, as well as
various unmentionables. He deals mainly with the vast
number of food and drink items.

It's a complete contrast to Simon'’s
profession as Technical Manager of
Metallurgy at a Stroud company.
(Metallurgy is about the properties of
metals and their production and
purification.) The only common
ground | suppose is the metal drink
tins hurled out of car windows.

Although he clearly gets satisfaction in
the pursuit of his anti-litter hobby,
there are aspects that trouble him.“It
perplexes me that this culture is like it
is"He's litter picked around the
Warneford School site.“Why don't they
teos  get the kids to pick it up?” he wonders.
% “And do all the alcohol tins and bottles
2 point towards a lot of drink driving?”
¥ \We agreed that litter, like the many
other anti-social behaviours, is

Simon prefers a circular route. “I'll walk
down the Swindon Road, left at
Supermarine, through Sevenhampton,
up the hill, down the Fresden Road, regarded as‘low-level’-an

then home along the Coleshill Road,” inconsiderate action that we ignore at
he says. That's about seven miles, Simon Rose  [RAUN =N

which he does in four hours. In his
rucksack he carries five waste sacks that he fills with
litter along the way, leaving for later collection in his
car. He has an arrangement with Highworth Town
Council who take it all for recycling.

Although sometimes accompanied by
a family member, Simon’s walks are usually solitary. But
you might consider volunteering for Highworth Town
Council’s community litter pick. It's held on the first
Sunday of each month, meeting at 10am outside the
His other routes include all the entrance roads into Council Offices, Gilberts Lane. All equipment is
Highworth, except the Cricklade Road to Blunsdon, provided. See you Sunday 1 June?
which he says is too dangerous. He also patrols
Roundhills Mead and has walked as far as Tadpole

(I-Iighworth and District Probus Clu

We meet at The Cold The Probus Club of
Harbour in Blunsdon on Highworth and District

alternate Tuesdays at In The Garden

10:30am. We welcome retired professional and business
men with no upper age limit, and welcome visitors as At 4 M Dme

guests at any of our meetings.

On Tuesday 10 June we will be hearing about ‘Highworth ' ‘ g

Oddities’ as presented by Bryan Lawton, and then on 2 —’ -

Tuesday 24 June David Holden will be with us talking about 'l'-_ m

‘The Hist f Playing Cards..
e History of Playing Cards os Ton i tha Chach Seass
Please see our website (www.highworthprobus.co.uk) for 2nd Wed every month

more information.
\ George NorthJ e .:.T_.:_-_:.? oeee

Adrian Young

b)
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BUILDING SERVICES ‘
EST. 1993

FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE
SERVIGERINGEUDIIN GRS

. ALL TYPES OF DRIVEWAYS
. PATIOS

. FENCING

. TURFING

« SHED BASES

« FOUNDATIONS & BRICKWORK
- DRAINAGE/CONCRETING

. ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS

FREE NO OBLIGATION 2
QUOTATIONS b

CALL 01367 243053 MOB 07767 241301 o
EMAIL: INFO.DOWELLLANDSCAPING @ GMAIL.COM

f

FIND US: @MJDOWELLLANDSCAPINGANDBUILDINGSERVICES

HIGHWORTH & DISTRICT
LION CLUBS

CHARITY SHOP
in Newburgh Place
Open: Tues - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm
Sat 10.00am - 1.00pm

Help us to help others by donating your
good quality unwanted items of
Clothing, Bric-a-brac, Toys and

small items of Furniture.

Call: 01793 766800

during shop hours
Charity Nowivr 25690

We give YOU the ™
VAT advice that
is right for YOUR
business to help you

choose the right path

01793 380375

www.thenumbercrunchers.cloud
BOOKKEEPING

= e

the numbercruncl hers BUSINESS ADVICE

ACCOUNTS

ELVIS
TRIBUTE
NIGHT

FRIDAY 25TH JULY
BPM - MIDNIGHT

£20PP

WWW. WRAGBARN.COM | 01793 861327

www.highworthlink.co.uk




ev: LEAK STOPPER

For all your plumbing maintenance

Work undertaken — Leaking Taps » Central Heating Systems

Moving Radiators » Showers « Blocked Drains = Ball Valves

Cold Water Tanks + Hot Water Cylinders « Bathroom Suites
All Pipe Work... And much more

Competitive Rates - Fast Response - Excellent Customers Service

Reliable - No call out charge - No hidden extras

Dene T vl el S 102 fole
Email /smithytafT@gmail.com
Web Site f'www.plumber-leak-stopper.co.unk

24 How' gy <off oul
Call Dave - 01367 253012
Mobile - 07852 558759

COTSWOLD [itemstio iyl
BOAT HIRE

Larger electric and motor cruisers

for full day hire, holidays and short breaks.
Book online or give us a call then collect
your craft from Buscot, Brandy Island

SN7 8DA.

No experience needed, we give you instruction
before you depart.

For Boat Hire information visit our website,
boak onling, phone

Office: 01793 354079 ° dcpsanema
For Boat Sales,

Mobile: 07947 993784  yyoorings, Marine

Email: info@cotswoldboat.co.uk  Services and Winter
Storage contact

Web: www.cotswoldboat.co.uk  the office.

AUTO
SERVICES

01793 296700 - 07746 525949 - Ismuhilemechanic@gmail.cun‘;
Old Farm Barn, Nightingale Lane, Swindon SN3 4SL

icil S © Su jon i
Servic Brakes © Suspensio Find Us

Cambelts = Clutches
MOT Testing & Repairs
Diagnostics = Tyres

Cars © 4x4s ¢ Light Commercial M19  SWINDON A418

RES

« No call out charge

All Plumbing & Heating
* Repairs, Maintenance

« Upgrades

« Bathroom Installations

Call or email today to discuss your needs
and receive a free estimate!

01793764815 07711327585

enquiries @rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk
www.rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk  Highworth SN6 TAU

fﬁ' SWINDON

A personalised service offering
creative and beautiful memorials
that reflect the uniqueness of
your loved one.

www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

Domestic

Comagd) DOMESTIC
Werld " APPLIANCE REPAIRS

We repair Washing Machines,Washer Dryers,
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
Ovens, Extractor Hoods and Cookers

* Fast, Reliable & Friendly Services
* Fixed Labour Fee/No Hidden Charges
* Over 20Years' Experience

T: 07950 181701

E: domesticapplianceworld@gmail.com

Down to ‘Earth

Garden Maintenance Ltd
Grass Cutting, Planting, Landscaping,
Tree surgery. Paths & Patios laid.
Fences & Walls put up & repaired
Hedges planted & pruned
Mowers sharpened & Serviced.
Rubbish removed.
No Job Too Small; Free Quotes & Estimates
PHONE GORDON & EMMA WHITE
(01285) 810445 or (07971) 668912

Dandelion

Making money make sense for you

B Investments, Pensions & Inheritance Tax
planning

B Mortgages / Remortgages*/ Equity Release

M Life Insurance / Income Protection

B Will writing and LPAS (viaa separate Company)

Sarah Watch
& Andy Carter

32 High Street, *taur home may be
Highworth,
SNG TAQ
VIWLEN E: office@dandelionfinancial.co.uk

765153

W: www.dandelionfinancial.co.uk
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COMMUNITY

Richard Digance Delights
Highworth Once Again

On Saturday 26 April, everyone enjoyed an‘Evening with
Richard Digance’ His banter and wit flowed in between each
song as he related stories about the lyrics. Books were on sale
including his latest novel about Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and
he even showed everyone Florence Nightingale’s signature.

Spiady Heat

fourdation

We raised £1,130 for British Heart Foundation for which we thank
you most sincerely. We have booked Saturday 18 April 2026 for

his next visit to Highworth. Save the date!

Joan Webb, Treasurer

Building the Future of Football

Highworth Town Junior Football Club has been
serving the Highworth community for over 50 years
and is still a beacon for young football enthusiasts.
With 29 teams ready for the 26/27 season, the club
prides itself on providing quality coaching and
fostering a love for the game among children of all
ages. With a rich history of accolades, the club
continues to inspire and nurture budding talent.

We would like to thank all of the coaches, managers,
and volunteers who continue to allow the club to
provide a safe haven for hundreds of children from
Highworth and the surrounding areas. Using football
to encourage exercise, healthy eating, social skills,
team building, independence, and confidence in all of
the children.

We are always on the lookout for more volunteers so
we can set up more teams. If you are interested in
working with us to cater for even more children then
please reach out to the club via our website

e Plumbi

mpany

www.highworthtownjuniors.co.uk. These positions are
vital for the club to expand its reach and cater to more
children eager to play football.

Additionally, if you have a child who would like to join
our training sessions or join a team then let us know
and, where possible, we will get you started
straightaway. Whether your child is a seasoned player
already or a beginner, Highworth Town Junior FC
invites you to be part of its vibrant community. Joining
the club not only offers an opportunity to develop
football skills but also build friendships.

We even involve your three and four year olds; it's
great to see them running around outside learning
new skills each week. We've set up four new under-
seven teams for next season already, but have space
for more if your son/daughter is interested in trying
out for free.

What do you think? Would you like to get involved?

Kelly Preston, Secretary

NSty Nonumental Seultor of Marborough

New Memorials i]ldS!Ip!hll
Renovations BRAMM
Additional Inscriptions  Visi our Website

Email info@mjsly.co.uk

Memorial Studio: 33 Morley Street, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 156
_ Telephone 01793 511008 )
Open by appointment only Monday to Saturday *and evenings®
Workshop and Studio:
Pelham Court, London Road, Marlborough, Wiltshire. SN8 24G
Telephone 01672 516797

www.highworthlink.co.uk 17



COMMUNITY

200 Not Out!

Sounds a pretty good score? Not a cricket score, but
the age this year of Zion Chapel in the High Street,
belonging to the United Reformed Church. That is
the age of the building - the congregation can trace
its roots back nearly another 50 years beyond that.

It was in September 1825 that the chapel was
completed at a cost of just over £600, and at the time it
could seat 300 people. Nowadays, with no gallery and
comfortable chairs, the limit is about 100. From the
outside the Georgian fascia is impressive, and inside
the chapel is equally attractive. We are also proud of
our well-tended front garden which is the only one on
the High Street. In short, a building to cherish.

The congregation plan to celebrate this bicentenary
with a special guest service at 10:45am on Sunday 28
September. As always, this service is open to all.

Bryan Elkington

Highworth Flower Club

Spring has been busy for the Flower Club. 30
members took part in three competitions creating
excellent designs during our April club night.

We also attended a full-day workshop at the
Highworth Community Centre with master florist Hans
Haverkamp, crafting two spectacular willow designs:
an Easter Egg, and a heart filled with flowers. 18
members had a very enjoyable day.

On Thursday 5 June, 7:30pm, at Warneford School, we

look forward to relaxing with a flower demonstration
by Christine Ramsey entitled ‘Home Grown’ We hope
you will join us in the school hall. Doors open at 7pm
with plenty of space for parking in the school car park.
Visitors are welcome for £7 payable at the door.

For more information contact Michele on 07798
817249, or see our website:
www.highworthfloralarts.co.uk.

18 www.highworthlink.co.uk



ChipsAway

% %‘__’ e = K Trustpilot
[eE— Py LIXE IT NEVER HAPPENED e | o o e [ |

PROSTATE CANCER E—
SCREENING Don't delay, repair it today

DON'T GET CAUGHT BY THE NUMBER 1 MEN'S CANCER! » Bumper Scuffs? » Paint Scratches?

9.30am - 1.30pm, Saturday 12 july 2025
Highworth and District Lions

Highworth Community Centre, The Dormers, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7PQ
£15 per test

‘ zf:rg or Click here to book your test

Or visit chaps-uk.org/book-event-main

3

BOOK A SIMPLE PSA BLOOD TEST NOW

BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS
*  YOU MUST book an appointment to be tested (no walk-ins)

Prostate « YOU MUST have your NHS Number to book an appointment

Cancer

Screening * YOU MUST book online at chaps-uk.org/book-event-main
*  YOU MUST print out and bring your appointment confirmation

NB. PSA screening blood tests are for men aged 40-80 who are not already on treatment or under care for a known
prostatic condition. Screening is strongly recommended for men of black African and Caribbean heritage and men
with a family history of prostate cancer, breast or ovarian cancer who are at high risk from prostate cancer.

Call or go online taday for your FREE estimate

Event supported Unit 3, Central Trading Estate, Signal Way, Swindon, SN3 1PD

and sponsored by: EARLY

Mors-Fei

@} @ v | 07841096883 | 01793 881883

www.chipsaway.co.uk/swindon

sliding door wardrobes
® Over 30 years experience

® Made to measure wardrobes

® Bespoke interiors and bedroom furniture
® Large range of designs and styles

m Call for a FREE, no obligation, quotation

Visit your local showroom in Kembrey Park, by appointment

Call David on 01 793 861 584

www.superglidewardrobes.co.uk

1 0°/o OFF When you mention the Highworth Link Magazine

www.highworthlink.co.uk 19



£ home
stairlifts

Would a stairlift

make your life easier?

DID YOU KNOW...

You can rent or buy a stairlift from us to
suit most stair cases. We are a local compahy.
with over 20 years' of experience in the industry.
Would you like to know more?

Please call us on 07517 392118

or email us at info@home-stairlifts.co.uk )
www.home-stairlifts.cW- *&

Isis Chimney Care

Brush and vac chimney sweep
Certificates issued
Fully insured
Bird guards supplied and fitted
Solid fuel appliances installed

Call Ali Swainston :

07729 834 864
www.isischimneyecare.co.uk
Registered with Hetas
Accredited by:
www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

General Handyman

Locally based in Highworth
NO JOB TOO SMALL

« Painting & Decorating «
« CeramicTiling » Carpentry -

(Sorry, no gas or electric enquiries)

Call Bob on

bobﬁxeditformeSZ@gmail.com"!i/' -

VEAmlN_E’S “Getting you

around
Highworth,
and beyond.”

WHEELS

tTRAMNMSFERS
L 07 400 400 316

For further information about prices, and
services offered, or to make a booking, go to:
bookings@vealeswheelstransfers¢om
or www.vealeswheelstransferg.com
or call 07 400 400 316

Commerdal and domestic
work undertaken
I—J FELLING | PRUNING
2 L STUMP GRINDING
TR E IDNY HEDGE TRIMMING
TREE SURGERY TOPIARY | PLANTING
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
Free consultations Please contact Richard on:
throughout the 07 971 3106190r 01793 791722
Wiltshire area email:

5. infoetopofthetrees.co.uk

www.topofthe'{l;ees;'.co.uk: 7.

D.G. Home Improvements Ltd

FROM PATIOS TO
GARAGE / LOFT CONVERSIONS
Fencing, Flooring, Wood/Tile, Kitchens,

Windows, Doors, Wood/UPVC,
Gardens, Painting/Decorating

Call Dave: 30 yrs professional experience

01793762314/ 07714770374

HIGHWOQRTH

alla
L A A |

New to Highworth?

Want to meet and make new friends?
Prefer to stay at home on dark evenings?
...Then we are just for you
We are a friendly group with speakers, refreshments,
raffle, luncheon club, outings and social events.

We meet on the in the
Council Offices in Gilberts Lane at 2.15pm.

New members are always welcome.

Contact: Margaret 07843 967260 / Ann 07789 360514

-1 Vs
il id s, G s e
. /f(('fh{'éﬁ' . /%ﬂ(’b"(((éf -@f/.
Unit 14, Blackworth Industrial Estate, Highworth SNG TNA
Independent
BRAMM registered * Licenced Memorial Mason
Free Quotations / '-‘i:!

| A 01793 766715

WAL
BRAMM' preukd franklinmemon: |l-.nrm é“ ’%_
=2 E
——— < Brochure available or home visits 2 :_-‘}.'
can be arranged e

‘f:'.;"’mmny and reflerlishing exidting memorials
www.franklinmemorials.com

20 www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

Highworth Twinning Association Needs Your Help

Pipers marching along Highworth Lane, Wassenberg, opened in 2022

.

On Friday 17 October this year we will be welcoming  probably some sightseeing on Saturday. If you have

a group from Wassenberg, our twin town in accommodation available and would like to host one
Germany. We usually have up to 20 visitors, but this or two guests (or more!) over the weekend, please
year it is likely to be 30... hence the need for help contact me.

please. You don't have to speak German as in general our
The weekend is over three nights which effectively visitors speak good English, but of course it's a great
means two days. Arrival will be late afternoon or early opportunity to refresh or develop German speaking
evening on the Friday and our guests will depart on skills. We try to match interests if we can.

Monday morning. There will be an undemanding
programme of events which will include a dinner at
Wrag Barn Golf Club on the Sunday evening, and Richard Pearce

We would be delighted to hear from you.

BOURTON VILLAGE HALL 4

Bourton Village Hall offers a good
sized indoor space to suit a
multitude of events including:

Clearpath
# Children’s Parties Wilis 8 EsTATE BiawNiN

Sports & Fitness Classes WILL WRITING « PROBATE *» TRUSTS

% Barn Dances LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
* Wedding Receptions Wit
* Meetings and other events i' ! JE:

v

£12.50 per hour

OR £35 per children’s party
# Kitchen, tables & chairs are available = learpathwills.com
For more information contact Fiona on www.clea rpa thwills.com

@
fiona.ryan@me.com SERVING HIGHWORTH & SURROUNDING AREA

www.highworthlink.co.uk 21



COMMUNITY

Gardening and Football at Eastrop School

In Reception, we have been
busy planting seeds in our
garden. The children started
by planting seeds in pots that
we kept on the windowsill in
the classroom.

-
-~
EASTR
INFANT SGHloot
This was important because it

& NURSERY
was too cold to plant them in

the garden, and it also meant that we could water
them, make sure that they were kept at the correct
temperature, and observe any changes. As the plants
started to grow, the children cleared the raised beds in
the garden so that they were ready for our plants.

This year, we have planted peas, carrots, lettuce, sweet
peas, potatoes, runner beans, radishes, sunflowers, and
nasturtiums. The children have been so excited to see
the changes that have already taken place and they
are continuing to help by watering the plants. They
can't wait to sample our vegetables when they are
fully grown.

In Year 1 we are looking at plants in our local
environment, and Fox class have been busy getting
outside in their wellies and spotting the signs of
spring. During Science they have had lots of visitors to
help them learn about food chains and life cycles. The
children have enjoyed getting to hold a giant African
land snail called Mercury, Corel the leopard gecko, and

Highworth Historical Society

hundreds of mealworms!

One child said, “I loved getting up close to the snail,
I've never seen one that big!” Another child said, “I
liked it when we learned new facts about living
creatures and how we can look after them.”

Eastrop FC (the
school football
team) recently
participated in
an exhilarating
Football
Festival with
other schools
across
Swindon. The
eventwas a
fantastic opportunity for our young athletes to
showcase their skills, teamwork, and sportsmanship.
One of the highlights of the day was the spirit of fair
play shown by all participants. The children made new
friends, learned valuable lessons in teamwork, and
experienced the joy of playing football in a supportive
and fun environment. Parents and teachers were
immensely proud of the effort and dedication shown
by Eastrop FC. It was a memorable day for everyone
involved. Go Eastrop FC!

Julie Warburton, Executive Headteacher

‘The Abandoned Ships of
Purton’is the title of our
talk on Wednesday 25
June. Paul Barnett is the
speaker.

Over a period of 40 years,
Paul Barnett, a maritime
historian from Gloucester
with academic accreditation
from many universities, has
researched and

Purton, Lydney, Sharpness,
and upriver to the now
derelict Droitwich canal.

He has given guided tours
at Purton and has appeared
on the TV programme ‘Tales
from the Riverbank’ with
Claire Balding.

We meet at St. Michael’s
Church, Highworth, at 7pm
with the talk starting at

photographed most of the
known hulks on the River Severn. His book is a
historical record of 120 ships that have been laid to
rest along the banks of the Severn, including barges
and trows listed while in service. Their remains are at

7:30pm. Visitors are always
welcome for a charge of £3 - cash please.

Jayne Stephens

22 www.highworthlink.co.uk



4TH -5TH JULY

SWINDON RO, HIGHWORTH, SN6 7DE

WWW.WRDEUP.CO.UK

FEATURING

THE MARLEY EXPERIENCE UALIYEODOE DN
ERICIENTERTRAINMENT

THE OLIVIA RODRIGO EXPERIENCE e

RAVE AGAINST THE REGIME

0J PAUL CARROLL / THE SCRIBES

THE IN-HERE BROTHERS / JORDAN MARVELL / CHELSER MILLARD
BUSY FOOLS / RUSTY TUBS / ELIAS SCHOOL OF DANCE
WESTROP SCHOOL CHOIR / DOUBLE HELIX / SRX BANDITS

MAIN SPONSOR PRODUCED BY

_ D b



THE TP AND DOWN HISTORY

Every wondered about the history of your local
market? Paul Newton-Smith from the Highworth
Historical Society is here to help.

Highworth was given a Market and Fairs Charter in 1206,
and this is the first known charter giving the right to hold
a weekly Wednesday market and an annual fair at
Highworth. It was to be held on the vigil and feast day of
St. Michael (29 September) and was given by King John
to Warin, son of Gerold, on 20 April 1206. This was
followed by a further charter giving the right to hold an
annual fair on the vigil, feast, and morrow of Peter ad
Vincula and was granted to his descendant, Baldwin de
Redvers, by King Henry lll on 12 June 1257.

Ownership of markets was considered to be a profitable
investment and the right to collect tolls at markets and
fairs was a valuable perquisite which could be bought
and sold. In 1686, Thomas Freke of Hannington bought
the rights for Highworth’s market for £800. The Freke
family retained the rights and in 1725 commissioned a
'Survey of the Profits' The survey reveals that the charge
for traders setting up stalls was 1p, the toll for sheep was
4p per score, for cattle 2p, for horses 4p, and for pigs 1p.
Further income came from the use of the Market House
and the rooms over it (taken down in the early 19th
century to facilitate the movement of traffic through the
town). The income to the Freke family for the markets
and fairs was said to be £50 per annum (equivalent to
£14,167 at today’s prices).

The ownership of the markets and fairs continued in the
hands of the Freke family until 13 October
1843 when Colonel

Mrs. Hazel opening the market, %
30 May 1981

Henry John Freke sold them for £300 (equivalent to
£48,710 today) to Thomas Ackling, corn dealer, and
Thomas Yeates, butcher, both of Highworth. Records
show that in 1845 ownership had moved to the Phipps
family.

Although initially successful, market
towns started to decline, and in
Wiltshire the number dropped

from 59in 1493 to only 16

in 1586. However, the
late 16th and early
17th centuries saw a
marked resurgence.
During this period,
market towns
became important
centres of
evangelical
Puritanism and extra
sermons were given
to the people thronging
on market days. Some
markets became more
specialised dealing in horn, wool,
yarn, or cattle, and it appears that

Highworth had moved towards a more specialised
form of market dealing with cattle.

At about this time, Highworth began to decline, like
many other towns, at the expense of the growth in the
industrial towns. The new Great Western Railway works
opened in Swindon in 1843 providing work and
transportation to the growing market in Swindon. On
top of this, agricultural mechanisations led to high
unemployment and a drift away from
the land towards the industrial towns.
Emigration from Highworth also
occurred, some going to Swindon with
others moving further afield to America,
Canada, and Australia. At its peak, up to
100 people left the town every year.

During 1925, the market picked up slightly
but in 1926 it appears that only two markets
were held: one in February, the other in

Highworth’s market place,

September. Finally, an outbreak of foot and
mouth disease in December that year spread
over north-east Wiltshire and into west
Berkshire. Livestock movement was prohibited
in the area and the market failed to survive this
last set-back.

Rules were quite strict during the time of the fairs. For
instance, nobody else was allowed to trade and all the
shops in the town were closed for business - this led to
very bitter feelings amongst the townspeople. During the
markets and fairs, ale was allowed to be sold from bush
houses, identified by a bunch of greenery hung outside.
Highworth had at least two bush houses, located in Sheep
Street and at the east end of the High Street.

In 1970, the market place was sold to Highworth Rural
District Council. There was a movement in 1980 to

revive the market and a petition in support was
organised by Councillor Mrs. Haines which l

was signed by some 500 people. A

street market was planned for

Saturdays, and on 30 May 1981

> the Highworth Street Market
% was opened.

Highworth’s Local
Market 2025 - A
True Community
Treasure

Highworth's local

3 market is a hidden

- "~ gem that continues to

flourish, offering

something for everyone: from

fresh produce, delicious treats,
handmade goods, and much more.

Held every Saturday in the heart of town, the market
has become a favourite destination for both residents
and visitors. But it is more than just a place to shop; it
is a vibrant community hub where people come \ . y -
together, catch up with familiar faces, and enjoy the ' ' . \ \ | Jf:. e e

welcoming atmosphere. With a delightful mix of long- . (v I Ty &
standing traders and exciting new stalls, there is 2 A ¢ ﬂ? ! {g
always something new to discover. M "V;[__.Iks

Highworth Town Council warmly invites everyone to
experience the market for themselves. Whether you
are looking to attend, become a trader, or
simply want to learn more, we would love to
hear from you.

Email us at admin@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
or telephone 01793 762377.



ALE
Funeral Service
Helping local families since 1923

7
Funerals
Direct Cremations
Bereavement Care y &
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans - [l |

e _ i

i

Highworth’s only independent
family funeral director

Let Us Help You  www.hillierfuneralservice.couk 01793

VISIONVISIT

\\()uld you like an

Eye Test at Home?

Seisiets e

Home care with
more possibilities

- Al - ] LY P L ~ e B
Cor'tac'l l's tOday' optician or would just prefer a test
01793 380777 within the comfort of your own home,

© call us now or visit our website for

sarah.stanbrook@walfinch.com B o ditaits
walfinch.com

Time to Thrive

.viunvisi!.co.uk 01 793 232 588

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Hot Run for Success

In April, | featured in Highworth’s LINK Magazine highlighting
my fundraising effort running the London Marathon for
Parkinson’s UK. Well, | did it!

It was a really hot day, so it took me a little longer to complete
than I had hoped, but the cheering of the crowds along the route
in London and the atmosphere on the day really helped me get
around the 26.2 miles. Most importantly though, | got to the finish
line on The Mall and got the medal to show my achievement.

It was also a big motivation knowing that | had raised nearly
£2,000 for Parkinson’s UK. | would just like to say thank you so
much to everyone who donated and helped me raise this amount.

If you would still like to make a donation, my fundraising page
remains open until the end of June. Please go to the link which will
take you to my fundraising page:
www.events.parkinsons.org.uk/fundraisers/HelenJones/london-
marathon-2025

Thank you once again.
Helen Jones

<> BLUNSDON VILLAGE “~*«f~

OLUNTEERS’
Garden Club WEEK o

—— GROWING OUR COMMUNITY ————

We are looking to grow our membership
and digging around for new members.
WE HAVE: Volunteering is good for
4 pots & pots of great speakers both body and soul!
3§ blooming great days out
3 a chance to pineh good ideas from

friendly like-minded gardeners 15TO 20 SEPTEMBER
3 refreshments available at our meetings IS HIGHWORTH'S
WE MEET IN THE VILLAGE HALL VOLUNTEERS' WEEK

on the second Thursday of the month.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

http://bvgc.freehostia.com

or the Parish Magazine

for more info.

Have you heard?

What will you do to
help change lives?

Check out the st edition of
LINK |"~"|a§;a£|rw or n nformation.

www.highworthlink.co.uk 27






READERS’ LETTERS

Dear Rachael...

I'm writing to you to say a big ‘Thank You'to the
Council’s Grounds Team who do the grass cutting,
public bin emptying, and today | saw them putting
up the flags for the forthcoming May Day Market.

They do a great job and Highworth is looking very
resplendent in the spring sunshine. We are all so
lucky living in this pretty part of the country!

Yours

Berit Aherne

THE GROUNDS TEAM

M HALL
WINNIELD

ANDRLW
WiLsoN

www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

]

HOME & VIDEO

TUTORING

Since 2003, from KS2 to A Level
Maths, Science, “How to Learn”
(other subjects considered)

MARK DARLING

mark@darling.co.uk

| thought you may be interested in this photograph
taken on St. George’s Day in Sevenhampton. | believe it
is over 50 years since a flag flew at the top of the tower
of St. James’ Church.

For some months Paul Mortier and | have been working
on addressing a number of issues that were raised in
last year’s architect inspection of the church (called a
Quinquennial). Part of this work involved clearing the
gutters and renewing the sealant on the tower roof.
While doing this, we noticed that there was a flag pole
bracket but no flag pole. A suitable pole was acquired
and fitted, just in time to raise the St. George's Cross on
St. Georges Day.

Regards.
Mark Birtwistle

S0t N e
= ng & Heating Fumsd sy soms
+ Gas Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Installations A
+ Gas work & Safety Certificates + Bathrooms & Showers Poite

* All Plumbing & Heating work undertaken » Power Flushing mn
Tel: 07771 822810 / 07831 718929 / 01793 978451

e-mail: daveheadandson@gmail.com

30
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by Kate Herbert
From medals and memorabilia to paintings, prints and certificates
I stock a wide range ofsuppfies to suit all bw]gels and also offer
frame repairs and reglazing. Please call or email to arrange a visit
to my studio in Watchfield to discuss your requirements, with no
time pressure to make hurried decisions.

07710 348 263

bykateherbert@gmail.com * wellhungframing.co

3 (5

#PST

WIZARDS ’)
\ FOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICTE
WASPS & ALL INSECTS PROMPT
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS ~ SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE ' 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 * info@pestwizards.co.uk

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Alison Talbert....

Tax Returns, Company Accounts,

Book-keeping, Payroll and Excel Help

0789 4659880 .y
g CAEW 01793 764106 (Eve
i %SSLE;;B;“S email: alison.talbert@aC)taservices.co.uk

www.actaservices.co.uk

Well Hung Framing ﬁ

:W REBECCA TYE

Maker of bespoke

curtains, blinds
& cushions

I./

Mercer’s
Painting &
Decorating /2%

mercerspainting@outlook.com

HOUSE & COI\'I.'MERCIEL CLEARANCE EXPERTS

! +  Ethical, Professional, Property Clearance.

* (Qurdearance services indude: House, Partial House, Shed,
GREAT WESTERN

Garage, Loft, Commercial, Office and single item collection
covering Swindon and surrounding areas.
| CLEARANCE

* Weare committed to environmental protection;
repurposing, reusing and recycling wherever possible.

* Registered and fully licensed with the Environment Agency.
ﬁ 90% of all waste recycled  Woste Carriers Lics(BOU3$5003

Wlls

Lee Wilson

lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk M: 07894 759055 T: 01793 376830
Pinfold, The Forty, Bishopstone SN6 8PQ

FENCING & GATES (RESIDENTIAL/SECURITY/COMMERCIAL)

DRIVEWAYS | GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE | PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS = PLASTERING = GENERAL MAINTENANCE (NO JOB T0O SMALL)

MINI DIGGER HIRE AND SKIP LOADER WITH DRIVER

Construction & General Builder

HIGHWORTH
PAVING SERVICES LTD
Specialists in: A BRADSTON&QM

Block Paving, Drives, Patios, Paths,
Garden Walls, Turf Laying & Fencing

Over 25 years experience! - Call Craig on

01367 358356 or Mob: 07707 732375

www.highworthpavingservices.com

Available for Hire:
for Parties and other events
Pilates, Yoga and other
classes currently available
for further information
A contact:

Rose West
g 07500 026816

or email:
rose.west13@icdloud.com

Hannington Village Hall
S ——

a.ﬁ(dﬁﬂo(}m a":;r'}'{z}?g & .‘7{%5?(/\

Bathrooms, En-Suites, Cloakrooms,
Power Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates & Advice
For a friendly, veliable and efficient service call:

01793 765063 (Mobile: 07767 663560)
@dy Belcher, 60 Queens Road, Hannington, Swindon SN6 75.9
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COMMUNITY

Celebrating Success: Southfield Maintains its

‘Good’ Ofsted Rating

v

Kimberley O'Sullivan (1) pictured-with a'number of
Southfield childrgg, Julie Warburtoh (Executive

Headteacher), and Abby Spencer (Deputy Head)
r & -

(oo g
Southfield Junior School is Wmﬂﬂ.p
delighted to share the |m
outcome of our recent Ofsted ‘wu sc“Ml
inspection — a moment of pride
for our entire school community. Following a
rigorous two-day ungraded inspection, the report
confirms that we have successfully maintained the
high standards set at our previous visit. We are

proud to say that we continue to be recognised as a
‘Good’ school.

The inspection report highlights a number of
strengths within our school, from the dedication of our
staff and the quality of our teaching to the enthusiasm
and resilience of our pupils. Just as importantly, it
offers clear guidance on areas for further
development, insight that closely aligns with our
existing Academy Improvement Plan and ongoing
self-evaluation processes.

This result is a powerful reflection of the commitment
and teamwork that define our school. It's a shared
achievement driven by the hard work of our staff, the
positive attitude of our students, and the invaluable
support of our parents and carers.

Kimberley O’Sullivan, Head of School

Support for Sight Loss: Closer Than You Think

If you or someone you care about is living with
sight loss, you're not alone. Wiltshire Sight is your
local sight loss charity, offering free, friendly
support to help you stay independent, informed,
and connected.

We work across Wiltshire and Swindon offering a
monthly Sight Loss Advice Hub where you can:

«  Speak to your local Sight Loss Advisor who will
offer information and tailored advice.

« Try out useful equipment and resources to
help with daily life.

+ Get one-to-one technology support.

Your local hub takes place at Highworth Library on the
first Thursday of each month.

Appointments are
available between
10:15am to 12:15pm.
Please contact us in

WILTSHIRE
_—

Sight

advance to book your — —

session. Family and

friends are welcome to attend with you. Other hubs
across the region offer drop-in sessions and a social
group in Wroughton if you'd prefer a more flexible
setting. We're always happy to welcome new
volunteers to support these local hubs and groups.

To find out more, book your appointment, or discover
our other services, get in touch by phone (01380
723682), email (info@wiltshiresight.org), or by
checking out our website at www.wiltshiresight.org.

Claire Davenport
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Scarecrow Trail Success

During the Easter holidays, 1st Highworth
Scouts ran their Annual Scarecrow Trail,
and this year we had an incredible 60
submissions from within the local
community.

Selling close to 300 trail booklets, which
were kindly printed by Print Clever and sold
by Allen and Harris, The Saracens Head, and
Visit Highworth, we have raised the fantastic
sum of £794 which will benefit the Beavers,
Cubs, and Scouts of Highworth.

Of all the submissions this year | had several
personal favourites: ‘Hickory Dickory Dock;,
for not only its humour, but also the
inclusion of sound effects; | enjoyed the
narrative of the ‘Tortoise and the Hare’
playing out their participation in their own
Scout fundraising event; ‘Rapunzel’ needed
to be admired for her glorious blonde locks,
but as voted by those who returned their trail booklets
the winner was ‘Three Little Kittens'

Prizes were kindly donated by local businesses

Girls Aloud Delights Highworth

St. Michael’s Church in Highworth was filled with
music at the recent Girls Aloud concert, featuring the
Thamesdown Ladies Choir, Splash of Red (Fairford),
and Shrivenham Ladies Choir.

Kathleen Spindler, a member of Thamesdown Ladies,
sentin a poem to celebrate the evening’s fundraiser
for The Breast Centre at Great Western Hospital.

Three Little Kittens, winner of this year's Community Favourite

Highworth Emporium, Weigh It Up, The Highworth,
and Andrews Quality Meats. All winners have now
been notified.

Nora Enderby

It all took place like clockwork,
The singing was just great,

Three choirs all did their very best,
All stepped up to the plate.

A wonderful night of singing
With Fairford’s Splash of Red,
Shrivenham Ladies all took part
And grateful thanks were said.

A musical night to remember,

The Breast Centre benefits too,
£1100 for their cause,

All were proud to make it through.

I think the audience enjoyed it,
It gave them all much pleasure
To listen to such varied tunes,
Memories for all to treasure.

So to the music of Thamesdown Ladies
With songs to warm the heart,
Certainly makes you lift your voice

I'm proud to be a part.
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GYM, SWIM & CLASSES

* NO CONTRACT * NO JOINING FEE e MEMBERSHIP & PAY-AS-U-GO

F VISIT HALOLEISURE.ORG.UK OR CALL 01432 842075

Bupa | Dental
Care

Subscribe to a&healthy smile
with Bupa Smile Plan

Cover regular check-ups and hygien& appointments
with bite-sized monthly payments”

Call Bupa Dental Care Highworth on 01793 762 231
or email Highworth@ bupadentalcare co.uk
*Terms and can th r over. Payments arecollected | 1thly Direct Debit

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Highworth and District Lions

We have an exciting June ahead
at the Lions charity shop!

Prom Day is fast approaching for
many of our young ladies and
gentlemen to look their best. We
have a variety of lovely colourful
examples to choose from as you
can see in our photos, so come
along to have a look.

From the beginning of June we
will be selling tickets for our ever-
popular seniors trip to Weston-
Super-Mare, taking place on
Monday 8 September.
We've kept the price
the same as last year
with tickets selling
for £10 (cash only)
and available from
the Lions charity
shop. This trip always
sells out fast so pop
into the shop to book
your seat.

The Highworth and District Lions "mda, 8ﬁ sepwr zozs
are also working closely with

Highworth Town Council and the TICKETS FROM THE LIONS CHARITY SHOP
men’s health charity CHAP to 23 NEWBURGH PLACE, SN6TDN
deliver a PSA testing programme Depart - 9am Turnpike Road (top end)
for prostate cancer which will be Depart - 9.15am Goldfinger Car Park
held on 12 July. See the Coach Departs Weston Spm for return
advertisement on page19 for
more information, and the article
about this event in last month’s
issue of LINK Magazine.

Our donations this month:

- Highworth's Mayor’s Appeal:
£150.

+ Vision Screening Project:
£1,000.

 Barra Close playground
project: £4,500.

Defibrillators (Highworth
area): £1,600.
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W s JII’P’

Craft GTOUD

Tuesday,
jrd 4 17‘.[‘:
10am-1pMm

Make new friends
[Learh new sKills
All welcome

Fancy
playing
cricket this
Summer?

LECHLADE
CRICKET CLUB

Jumon CRICKET
Pre-season nets for all age groups through April

« Al Stars and Dynamos kicks off on May 16th

= Junior nets on a Friday evening throughout the
Summer with experienced Level 2 coaches

« Junior matches from May onwards at U9, U11,U13
and U15 age groups

Apurr CRICKET

+ Pre-season nets through April
+ League cricket on a Saturday
+ T20on a Wednesday

+ Occasional Sunday friendlies

We're also looking for Scorers, Umpires and Volunteers

For further details please contact -
https://lechlade.play-cricket.com/
Phone : Jon on 07484337189
Email : info@lechladecc.org
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sl What's on in June?

after the s

Afternoon Communion
Tuesday, 3 2pm

Vicarage Lane, Highworth SN6 7DG
Tel: 01793 764544
ite: www hi uhwonhmethodustc:hulcn org.uk

3Cs — Coffee,
Cake & chat

Wednesday, 11that
2.30pm
Join us fc
and a Cu
sing

Just come along!

Coffee Morning

In aid of Friends of Angel's Orphanage

All the usual coffee/tea,
cake and lively chat!
Plus:

Table Top Sale of mixed
items as well as Lovely Dee’s delicious
marmalades and jams!

plus Table Tennis games in the back room
for the energetic of all ages!

10.30am - 12pm
Saturday 7th June 2025

Highworth Methodist Church sné 7HG

&

madot | FRIENDS OF
| \| ANGEL'S ORPHANAGE
G syl sty agtiyd

mmralmmmmm "
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ARTS

The Arts Society Upper Thames

We would be pleased to welcome you as a visitor to
our June Lecture, ‘The Art of the Japanese Garden -
from Tradition to Modernity’ with Marie Conte Helm,
on Thursday 12 June.

This lecture introduces some of Japan’s most famous
gardens and provides a context for understanding the
principles of Japanese garden design as it has evolved
through the ages. The Japanese love of nature and the
changing seasons has manifested itself in the subject
matter of paintings and in the intimate and grand-
scale gardens surrounding aristocratic palaces and
Buddhist temples, as well as Zen-inspired dry
landscape gardens with their strikingly symbolic
content. Nature and artifice are intriguingly

combined in such examples to capture the very
essence of the landscape.

Professor Marie Conte-Helm is a long-established Arts
Society Lecturer with a BA in History of Art and an MA

The Community

in Asian Art and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.
She was Director General of the Daiwa Anglo-Japanese
Foundation from 1999-2011 and has held senior
academic posts at various UK universities. She has
most recently served as Executive Director of the UK-
Japan 21st Century Group, and as a member of the
Board of Governors of the University for the Creative
Arts. She is widely published and has lectured
throughout the UK and abroad. She is also an
experienced cruise speaker and a Resident Historian
with Viking Ocean Cruises, lecturing on many aspects
of Asian Art and East-West Encounters.

We meet at Lechlade Memorial Hall at 2pm. Non-
members are very welcome but please arrive by
1:50pm, and pay £7.50 with the correct amount on the
door, and please register first at
info@tasupperthames.org.uk.

Rodney Mountford

Highworth Camera Club

Centre

Actually it’s not far off,
A ten-minute walk and a spit and a
cough.

What goes on?

Petanque, but that’s difficult to rhyme
To be frank.

Bumps2Babies — now there’s a sight,
And chariots to fall over, left and right.
Tired mums who no longer brag.

“Here, have him, I'm off for a fag (and a
coffee).”

Fitsteps — at 97 decibels and full of sweat,
60s music to remind you yet
Of years gone by, you'll ne‘er forget.

Pilates, yoga, and gentle dance.

Don't wake them up from their trance —
snoring.

Believe me the Centre is anything but
boring!

Keith Smith

The Camera Club will be out and about for this month’s
meeting. If you are reading this before our meeting on Tuesday
11 June and you would like to join us, please do email
highworthcamclub@gmail.com to find out where we will be.

Next month, Tuesday 8 July at 7:30pm, we are hosting landscape
and nature photographer Jack Lodge. Jack hails from Dorset and
his presentation is titled ‘Changing Woodlands' His stunning
images can be seen on his website at www.jacklodge.co.uk -
worth a look! You would be so welcome to come along and hear
Jack. There will be a charge of £5 for non-members. We meet at
the Highworth Community Centre, SN6 7PQ.

You can see images produced by club members on our website:
www.highworthcameraclub.com.

Hilary Beach

Moving Fast with Highworth
Amateur Dramatics Society

We are pleased to announce our next production will be ‘The
Swift Show - HADS Presents Nine Little Pieces of Nonsense'

Production dates are 4 and 5 July, and tickets will be available
both online and at the Highworth Emporium. Go to our Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/HADSHighworth) for more details, or
keep your eyes peeled for posters in the area.

Elanor
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SPORT Compiled by Jason Daniels

If you have a sport story email jedsport12@gmail.com

Bowmoor Sailing Club

Bowmoor helms will be on hand to
take potential new members for a
sail on our lake. Visitors are advised
to bring a change of clothing and a
towel just in case they get wet.
Come and chat to members of the
club (all ages) to find out more;
whether it’s training, social sailing,
enjoying the fresh air on a fine day
or competitive racing. We also cater
for windsurfing! Please go to our
website to see more and to register
(www.bowmoor.com).

Doug Roberts
Membership@bowmoor.com

Wrag Barn Golf Club

Our Wrag Barn Juniors travelled to Carlisle Golf Club
for the Junior Home Nations Final. We arrived on
Wednesday 9 April and managed to squeeze in an
afternoon practice round - well worth it. Carlisle is a
stunning course, full of elevation changes and
sweeping doglegs. It's a real test of accuracy and shot-
making right from the first tee. After our practice
round, it was a quick check-in at the hotel, then out to
catch the football before heading for an early night
ahead of the big day.

Thursday kicked off with our first match against
Whitecraig from Scotland. A strong start set the tone,

T
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Laughson the lake

and we secured the half point needed to seal the win
4.5 to 1.5. At the same time, the Stableford Trophy got
underway, with our Vice Captain Jake Kavanagh
putting in a standout performance, scoring 39 points
(the best round of the day).

A quick lunch, then back out for a 2pm tee time
against Drumpellier. Another tight contest; we just
missed the half point we needed to clinch the win, so
the match ended in a draw. But a brilliant 40 points
from Gethin Jones saw us take the lead in the
Stableford Trophy.

Friday’s final match was against tournament leaders
Waterfront. We needed a win to take the overall title,
but they showed why they were
top. A tough side who never let
us settle. Gethin delivered
another strong performance to
win his match but we fell short
overall, finishing runners-up. A
strong showing from Ruben in
the Stableford Trophy (36 points)
gave us hope, but we lost on
countback.

|18 LU 1L

All'in all, a fantastic few days.
Great golf, a great experience,
and great company. We'll be back
next year!
Alan Kavanagh
www.wragbarn.com

& L V] <

Wrag Barn Juniors
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Highworth Town Walking

Football Club

Highworth Town Walking Football Club
provides footballing opportunities for men and
women. The men’s team has three age groups:
Over-50s, over-60s, and over-65s. The Ladies
team encourages players who are over-40 to
participate.

All teams play in competitive but friendly
leagues in Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, and the
Thames Valley area throughout the year, along
with national cups that take us a little further
afield.

Why should you come along? Walking football
is a great way to meet new people and to get a
little fitter through physical activity. The laws of
walking football are very similar to regular
football however, running, physical contact, and
kicking the ball above head height results in a free
kick. All you need to play is some sports clothing,
appropriate footwear for playing on Astroturf, and a

Ly
>

keenness to get involved and have some fun. If you
would like to know more please drop us an email at
highworthwfc@outlook.com.

Graham Seeley

Shrivenham Cricket Club

Highworth Town FC

So that's it for HTFC's First Team this
season. For a second successive
season, the promotion play-offs
proved a step too far. Having beaten
Roman Glass St. George in the semi-
final, a trip to SC Inkberrow in
Worcestershire for the final saw the
team fall to a 1-0 defeat in a tight
game. Please visit the club
throughout the summer and follow
us on social media.

Derek Lloyd

Russell Barnfield

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SERVICES

SPECIALIST

SMALL WORKS
S CONTRACTOR
EXTERNAL & INTERNAL
REFURBISHMENTS
= With over 45 years experience
For a Professional Service,
with expert advice, pl

www.highworthlink.co.uk

With our off-season seeing us purchase covers and a portable net,
we start this season on a crest at last as we look forward to running
two league teams on Saturdays in the Wiltshire Cricket Leagues
(Divisions 5 and 10), and also a midweek team in the Swindon and
District Cricket League. This of course means a home match every
Saturday from now until the end of August!

Beginning last month, we're running our ECB All Stars and
Dynamos Junior coaching sessions on Friday evenings between
5:30pm and 6:30pm (please book via the website at
www.shrivenham.play-cricket.com) followed immediately by our
Senior net practice sessions. Whether Junior or Senior, if interested
in learning or playing cricket please do get in touch.

Julian Stevens

Edward Moss

Picture Framing

To advertise in
The Highworth Link

contact
advertising@highworthlink.co.uk
or visit
www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Swindon Croquet Club

The croquet season traditionally starts with a One Ball
competition for charity. This year the chosen charity is
the Alzheimer’s Society and all players were asked to
wear blue - the Society’s colours.

Swindon and Kington Langley Croquet Club join
together for this annual event which, this year, was
held in Swindon with competitors from both clubs.
Competitors and others make donations and this year
raised a staggering £250 for the chosen charity,
demonstrating the commitment of members of both
clubs to community action.

One Ball is a fun game combining both croquet codes
(Association and Golf) with players playing with one
ball rather than the usual colour pairing. This year the
competition took place under clear blue skies
(appropriate as the Alzheimer’s Society colour) but
with a cold, easterly wind frequently gusting to gale
force making life somewhat difficult for the players.
After six rounds of very close and competitive play,
two players (Ted Crossley from Kington Langley and
Tony Mayer from Swindon) were on five wins with Ted
slightly ahead on hoop difference. Third place went to
Terry Theobold from Swindon with four wins. This was
an excellent performance as Terry had previously only
had an hour or two's practice having never played this
variation of the game before.

One Ball players

Having raised more than £200 entitles Swindon and
Kington Langley to three places in the Southern Final.
Ted and Tony will be there but with Terry otherwise
committed, the third place goes to Julia Cook from
Kington Langley with three wins by virtue of having
the best hoop difference and head-to-head result.

Thanks to all the players from both clubs, the

Swindon ladies who provided the catering throughout
the day, plus other spectators for braving the cold
wind. It was a fun day enjoyed by all and in aid of a
very good cause.

Aside from One Ball Croquet, there is a spring Short
Croquet tournament held at Nailsea which celebrated
its 25th anniversary this year. After losing in a penalty
shoot-out last year, this year we tried to go one better.
Tied again, we entered the penalty shoot-out, this time
coming out victorious. The successful team comprised
Andy Smith, Tony Mayer, Mike Graham, and Alan
Braunton. Well done! Hopefully this will encourage
more members to try their hand at the short game.

Wendy White
www.swindoncroquetclub.org.uk

To advertise in
The Highworth Link contact
advertising@highworthlink.co.uk
or visit www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Shrivenham Park Golf Club

The members are enjoying plans to
upgrade and refurnish the club, both
internally and externally. Menu choices
have widened and seating is being
enhanced, with our sun umbrellas on the
patio looking sparkling in the sunshine.
What can be better than a pre-round drink,
then 9/18 hole breakfast and coffee, or an
aprés meal and a drink to celebrate the
good play, or commiserate on what might
have been! Let the internet work out the
results after entering your scores, and the
winner’s name will automatically appear.
Everyone is welcome at SPGC: all ages, all
abilities, and all days.

In terms of competitions held recently,
Tommy Tuck and Sarah Hannon took first
place in the American Greensomes ahead
of Dave Spicer and Debbie Elbourn who
ended the day as runners-up, and the first
bank holiday of May saw (yet to be
reported on) our Cha Cha Cha tournament,
where foursomes played a three hole
rotation and winners were awarded a tea
cup and teapot.

A new venture for our ever increasing
number of Juniors who hold CDH (Central
Database of Handicaps) handicaps was the

18 hole Stableford competition. This will be played
several times throughout the season and on the
inaugural occasion. Laurence and Deacon shared first
place with 44 points and both reduced their

Highworth Bowls Club

As the days grow longer and the temperatures
rise, the Highworth Bowls Club Ladies embrace
the pre-season with enthusiasm. This friendly

match, played among the club members

themselves, is more than just a game;itis a
cherished tradition that marks the beginning

of the bowling season. It provides an

opportunity for the ladies to reconnect, hone
their skills, and enjoy each other’s company in
a laid-back setting. Please see our website for

more information:
www.highworthbowlsclub.org.

Kevin Brown

555055550880
Shrivenham Park Golf Club
Junior Open Wednesday 6th August 2025

{Entry fee £10 for 18 hole OR £5 for 9 hole event] payable on the day
Boys and Girls
All Juniors welcome up to age 18 (1st January 2025)
First Tee time expected to be 12 noon
[Times will be advised by text)
18 hole qualifying competition
lim Boyes Trophy for best 18 hole score

(2 handicap categories depending on players
entered, you will be advised before the day)

9 holes (SIXES STABLEFORD SCORING) HOLES 10TO 18
Suitable for those working on their COH and less
experienced high COH players COH 45 and above

Prizes - 1st place and runner up in each section, plus Birdie prizes!!
Food available before and after play at own cost
Enter by texting
Junior Organiser, Carole Lee on 07467 657 964

COME AND ENJOY SHRIVENHAM HOSPITALITY,

WE CATER FOR ALL ABILITIES AND AGES ON
OUR TREE LINED COURSE! SEE YOU THERE!

$550555556008

handicaps. A small trophy (kindly donated by Fay
Forster) will be held by the winner until the next time
it is played.

2 EEEEEEREREEEE_
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Carole Lee
www.shrivenhampark.co.uk

A pre-season tradition
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HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

Highworth Town Council Secures

£50,000 National Lottery Grant COMMUNITY PR E s s
for Barra Close Play Area

Redevelopment FUND R E I' E A s E

Highworth Town Council is thrilled to announce that it has been awarded an
incredible E50,000 grant from The National Lottery to help bring an exciting new
vision for Barra Close Play Area to life!

After years of extensive consultation with our community, including feedback from
local families, young people, and residents, the plans for the redevelopment of the
Barra Close Play Area and Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) have now been officially
submitted to Swindon Borough Council’s Planning Department. We anticipate the
planning process will take around eight weeks, with a decision expected by the end
of May 2025.

Once planning permission is secured, the council will move swiftly to order the
new play equipment and begin works to transform the park into a vibrant,
inclusive, and accessible space for all. This project will create a much-needed
community hub where children and families can enjoy outdoor activities, sports,
and play for many years to come.

Chair of the Play Area Working Party Councillor Natalie Key said "We are rth Town Council
absolutely delighted to receive this generous support from The National Lottery. 3 rts Lane

This redevelopment is a fantastic example of how community voices can shape
real, lasting improvements in Highworth. We can’t wait to see Barra Close Play
Area buzzing with activity and excitement once the new facilities are in place!"

vorth

Highworth Town Council extends its heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated
in the consultation and to The National Lottery who have made this project
possible.

Stay tuned for further updates as we move closer to making this dream a reality!

HIGHWORTH
SKATEPARK EVENT

' SATURDAY
12TH JULY 2025 :
A JAMMED PACKED SESSION WITH
MUSIC AND A PA SYSTEM.

FREE TUITION, GAMES,
COMPETITIONS.

™

A S

>

WHAT IS "ALL YOURS®

i

";\ ALAIl Yours we believe everyone should have the
L

period | .
products they need for a safe and comfortable -

period. We also know that period education is key "

to ensuring mn'l_ln. giﬂsmdpopphmhm ‘

3 HOURS FOR SCOOTER RIDERS \w‘i perods know which products sut thei Westye,
AND SKATEBOARDERS. 4 b

PRIZES AND GIVE AWAY | HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL supports \

GOODIES IN COMPETITIONS, ALL YOURS hare in Highworth
THROW OUTS AND SNACKS. % All Yours have provided us with santitary wear to /
P distribute to those in Highworth who are strugglngm%
afford iod products each th.
RTVIROIATIETIN | 1ryouor someone you know is n need then just pop %
\ EQUIPMENT FOR / into our offices in Gilberts Lane where we will be happy to
EVERYONE RS e
TO USE. \ .
) g 1l

-
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REPRESENTATIVES

News from Highworth’s Mayor

I hope you enjoyed our
recent events. Our May Day
celebration transported us
back to the 14th century
with a Medieval-themed
event, brought to life by the
College of Chivalry.

Just five days later we marked
the 80th anniversary of VE
Day, commemorating the end
of the war in Europe. It was a poignant opportunity
to remember all those who served and to
acknowledge the brave men and women who
continued to fight in Japan, my father among them.

Highworth's High Street was transformed back to
the 1940s, complete with an afternoon tea for
residents, live music by Chelsea Millard, a full-size
replica Spitfire, a Spitfire simulator, and army
vehicles of the era alongside static stalls. The day
concluded with the lighting of the beacon - a
fitting tribute to a remarkable generation.

| am delighted to announce an exciting new
collaboration with Highworth Lions who are
subsidising prostate cancer testing for men in our
community. This important initiative will take place
on Saturday 12 July at Highworth Community
Centre. For booking details, please refer to the
advertisement on page 19 of this issue.

On a personal note, | have booked a tandem
skydive for Friday 27 June in Salisbury to raise
funds for Highworth'’s Forget-Me-Not. If you would
like to show your support, donations can be made
via the link on the Highworth Town Council
Facebook page or by calling the Town Council office
at 01793 762377.

Finally, as my mayoral year will have concluded by
the time you read this, | would like to offer my
heartfelt thanks to all the businesses and
individuals who have supported my fundraising
efforts. | look forward to updating you on the total
raised following my parachute jump. Serving as
your mayor has been an immense honour.

Julie Murphy, Mayor and Chair

HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN
Julie Murphy, Rosedene, Inglesham SN6 7RA
07803 602568 julie. murphy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

DEPUTY MAYOR & VICE-CHAIRMAN
Anthony Houghton, 40 The Dormers, Highworth SN6 7NZ
01793 266473 Mob: 07880 793062
anthony.houghton@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Simon Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 7SL
07850468095 simon.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Gemma Dennis, 34 Sevenfields, Highworth SN6 7NF
07743 859874 gemma.dennis@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
lan Durnin Duffy, 78A Westrop, Highworth SN6 7HJ
07821 937159 ian.durninduffy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop, Highworth SN6 7HA
01793 226337 nick.gardiner@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Lesley Gow, 23 Queens Avenue, Highworth SN6 7BA
07840 273750 lesley.gow@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Fraser Haines, 222 Windrush, Highworth SN6 7EE
01793861109 Mob: 07939 032451
fraser.haines@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Natalie Key, 30 The Willows, Highworth SN6 7PG
07971 485359 natalie.key@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Graeme Olley, 97 Eastrop SN6 7PP
Work: 01793 763700 graeme.olley@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Kenneth Saunders, 343 Windrush SN6 7EF
01793 763071 Mob: 07968 640136
ken.saunders@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk
Richard Williams, 7 Park Avenue SN6 7AW
07789781151 richard.williams@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA
01793 226337 Mob: 07392 871243
Ngardiner3@swindon.gov.uk
Vijay Manro, 38 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07545429367 vmanro3@swindon.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk

Council Offices
3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth SN6 7FB
Tel. 01793 762377 / 763511
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CHURCHES

St. Michael’s Church Highworth

The church is open daily for private prayer. Praying for the roads in the town

10:15am Sunday Service 1 June Henley Drive and High Street

We meet in St. Michael’s Church and groups for 8June Hannington, Sevenhampton, and
children and youth are held during this service, with Inglesham

refreshments being served after the service. 15June  Home Farm and Islay Crescent

The live service can be found on YouTube by searching 22 June  Kilda Road and Kings Avenue

‘St Michaels Church Highworth' 29June  Knowlands and Lechlade Road

8:45am Holy Communion

On the first and third Sunday of the month. St. Leonard’s Parish Church
11:00am Midweek Communion Stanton Fitzwarren

On the third Wednesday of each month, from 11am.

Coffee and cake will be served from 10:15am. 1 June Morning Praise, 9:30am

Prayers 8June Pentecost, Family Service, 11am

Tuesday Prayers from 9am. 15 June Team Service here at St. Leonard’s, 10am
Friday Blessings from 9:15am. 22 June Morning Worship, 9:30am

The second and fourth Mondays see Prayer Hour in 29 June Team Service at St. Margaret’s, Stratton, 10am

the Church Room at 7:30pm (excluding bank holidays).  Stanton Coffee Morning meets monthly at Stanton
We remember those we House Hotel, 10:1 Sarr;]for coffee ind chat, and then we
love and miss ave a speaker at 11am. On

= Wednesday 18 June our topic
Norman Broome T&)r‘gm.s E ei will be ‘40 Years of Coffee
W e ’ 1  Mornings.

We welcome in Holy

Baptism SATURDAY MORNING The church will be open every
Imogen Sheldrick @ ST MICHAEL'S Wednesday in school term time
CRAFT, COFFEE & CHAT from 10am to 4pm, or telephone
We congratulate on their 10AM - 12PM Lizand Roger (01793 762935) to
Marriage organise for the building to be

open for you to visit. Please go to

14TH JUNN‘ www.stantonchurch.info for

updates.

Michael Pritchard and Emma
Gleed

With thanks to all those who have sponsored
the floodlighting of St. Michael’s Church

25 June
Twenty years since you left us.
You remain much loved and missed.
Forever in our hearts,
Sue, Liz, Hannah and Alex xx

Floodlighting forms are available from St. Michael’s Church office, Vicarage Lane, or the Church website at
www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk/floodlighting. Your dedication will appear in this magazine.
E: office@stmichaelshighworth.co.uk - www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk
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We are now able to offer more hairdressing
appointments, alternatively ‘walk-ins' may
also be available

01793 762 929

35 High St. Highwerth, SNG 7HL

HOME PLAN

Plans drawn for Extensions,
Conversions & New Builds

Free Estimates NO VAT

01793 762368

homeplandesign@yahoo.com
www.home-plan-design.co.uk

e B
0" "(JANE BEDFORD
? Y
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Toenail cutting - Thickene: n
Cracked heels & coms - Fungal nails/athletes foot - Foot care advice

I 0?525420953 £ hello@ janehedlorerhumpody co.uk

| www v.janebedfordchiropody.co.uk =)

RDB Property Services

Decking, Fencing,
Decorating &

General Property
Maintenance

Bl

FULLY INSURED

roberthowles86@yahoo.com
07713 857957

IPNE
TEL R HIRS

Cracked Screens e\Water Damage

. Port Charger Ghanges
Replacement Batteries
Diagnosing Fallts

Warren Saunders e 07435 935967

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @Inte] Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

Acupuncture

An effective treatment for many
health problems.

Hazel Andrews uoc macs
7 Ash Gardens, South Marston

01793 827507

www.acuhome.co.uk

Qualmf holistic treatments
done in the comfort of your own home

Relieves stress and promotes positive
wellbeing, vital for better health
Amanda McElroy AoR

0775 9449000
www.windrushreflexology.co.uk

DECORA

Apprenticeship Served

Advanced City & Guilds
Qualified

Free Estimates

Call (01793) 764983

ADAM GOUGH

PLASTERING SERVICES LTD
City and Guilds Qualified
* Lime Plastering and Rendering
= Skimming of Walls and Ceilings
* Interior/Exterior Rendering
* Interior/Exterior Painting
* Covering Artex * Repairs
* Clean and Reliable
For a free quote please call Adam
079 4187 1323

www.adamgoughplastering.co.uk

IAN NICKELS
PLAST G

All work inside/outside

+ RENDERING + COVING
+ CEILINGS + WaLLS
+ SKIMMING + INSURANCE WORK

Over 40 years' experience — apprentice serviced
For all your plastering needs

lanNickels66ahotmail.com « Tel: 07790 273725

L.N.E

Lee Newson Flectrical
Domestic - Commercial « Industrial

|}

Nl =N
APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Millbrook House, Westrop, Highworth SN6 7QH

leenewsonelectrical@yahoo.com
07860622122

CLRFS e
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Contact Clrl‘f' cliﬂsellars@gmall com
07506 698718

NO JOB TOO SMALL

¥

"9‘5 o Swim England
w swWim

Stars

We run classes for all standards of
swimmers from 4 to 12 years old at our
venue in Bourton (Nr Shrivenham)
Please contact us on:

C Soimne e

7 HIGHWORTH

REMOVE GARDEN WASTE
SMALL OR LARGE JOBS

CONTACT BAZ

}
i
‘l« bazzaq60@gmail.com Af

[ P —te [0
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USEFUL CONTACTS

7

EMERGENCY NON-EMERGENCY

Police, Fire, Ambulance  Emergency 999 Police Non-Emergency 101

Gas Emergency 0800111999  NHS Non-Emergency 111

Electricity Emergency 105 Pest Control Non-Emergency 07789781151
Water Emergency 08003169 800

BUSES DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS SCHOOLS

Stagecoach Swindon 01793 521415 Highworth Surgery 01793762218 Eastrop Infants 01793763772
Thamesdown Transport 01793 428400 Elm Tree Surgery, (Shrivenham) 01793 782207 Southfield Junior 01793762210
Dial-a-Ride 01793 616050 Great Western Hospital 01793 604020 Westrop Primary 01793 762897
Comn?umty Transport 01793617828 Warneford Secondary 01793 762426
Traveline 08712002233 LIBRARY

COLLEGES Highworth Library 01793 463500 TAXIS

Cirencester College 01285 640994 RECREATION Veezu 01793701701
New College Swindon, Highworth Rec 01793 762602 TRAINS

Queens Drive Campus 01793 611470

North Star Campus 01793491591 PHARMACIES National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950
LAW & ORDER Highworth Pharmacy 01793762220 Great Western Railways 03457 000125
Crimestoppers 0800555111 Home Farm Pharmacy 01793 861392 Disabled and Assisted Travel 08001971329
Victim Supportline 08081689111 Jones Graham Pharmacy

Action Fraud 0300123 2030 (Shrivenham) 01793783336 OTHER SERVICES

COUNCILS PRESCHOOL/NURSERY Citizens Advice Bureau 08444 994114
Highworth Town Council 01793762377 Eastrop Nursery 01793763772 Trading Standards (business) 02078306000
Swindon Borough Council 01793 463000 Westrop Nursery 01793 762897 Trading Standards (consumers) 03454 04 05 06
Streetsmart 01793 445501 South Marston Pre-school 01793 823379 Alcohol and Drug Service 01793 695405
FIRE SAFETY Samaritans 01793 537373
Home fire safety check 0800 389 7849 Women's Refuge 01793610610

High Worth LINK magaZi N€ Ppublished under the auspices of Highworth Churches Together.

Published by Highworth LINK Magazine Ltd,
a not-for-profit community initiative
company.

Editor: Rachael Laing Smith
E: editor@highworthlink.co.uk

Production: Simon French
T: 07716 197236
E: highworthlink72@gmail.com

Advertising: Debbie Hodgson
E: advertising@highworthlink.co.uk

Highworth Distribution: Keith Smith
E: keith@crosskeys.co.uk

Peter Croton
T:01793 762025

Villages Distribution: Keith Ratcliffe
T:01793 861122 (Text only)

Treasurer: David Roblin

Highworth Link, c/o The Bridge Centre
8a Sheep Street, Highworth SN6 7AA
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Highworth LINK magazine is published
monthly except in January and August.

Opinions expressed or implied in any
contributions are not necessarily those of the
editor or management committee.

No responsibility can be accepted for any
error of fact in the magazine or website.
Please inform the editor of any errors so they
can be rectified.

Contributions:

May be published in the magazine and/or the
web. Make clear any limitations you have
about what, how and when we may publish
your contribution.

Email is preferred; otherwise deliver to The
Bridge Centre, 8 Sheep Street, Highworth.

Make sure you are writing for a general
audience, not just your own organisation.
News stories should not exceed 150 words. If
it's too long we will ask you to cut it. Articles

may be longer but get in touch first to save
the inconvenience of a rejection. Photographs
and advertising artwork should be clear, with
good contrast. JPEG electronic format is
preferred. The print process requires images
ideally to be 300dpi for best results. Low
resolution images, that appear clear on
screen, will print blurred depending on the
size and resolution of the image supplied.

Make sure any people in photos agree that
the photo can be published in the magazine
and on the web. Get parental consent in the
case of minors.

We reserve the right to edit contributions
and to not publish any contribution or
advertisement that is either unsuitable for
our format or is inconsistent with our
editorial policy.

Submission Deadlines:

1st of the month before publication - news,
articles, advertising and letters.

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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SERVICE PLANS

&
Avoid the unexpected costs of breakdowns,
callouts & repairs, from as litle as £8.99

per month. There are four options
available,to suit all households.

Contact us for more details or check out
the website.

Y | THE PURPLE 01367 252807 / 01793 674 474
'.l PLUMBING  info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

PEQPLE L™ purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

The Purple Plumbing People Ltd

We are registered with Gas Safe and OFTEC and are fully insured.
Our engineers are qualified in Gas, 0il & LPG works

B = [
. R

BOILERS & CENTRAL HEATING SERVICE PLANS HYBRID BOILERS PLUMBING
Servicing, Repairs & Avoid the unexpected Now installing heat pump We fix leaks, burst
Replacements. costs of breakdowns, technology to your homes. pipes and everything
Repairs & installations of callouts & repairs. Call to find out more. in hetween.

Gas, Oil & LPG systems.

01367 252807 | info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk
purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk PLUMBING

Check Out Qur :J

www.highworthlink.co.uk




WILTSHIRE

B

We Install A Wide Range Of Inspiring
Products To Suit Your Every Need
Windows « Doors « Roofline (Fascia, Soffit & Guttering)

Conservatories « Conservatory Roofs « Bifold Doors
Cladding - Secondary Glazing

No Gimmicks - Just Honest Prices

Request your free quote today!

01793 727 668

info@wiltshirewindows.co.uk f

www.wiltshirewindows.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL, GENUINE, FAMILY RUN COMPANY

Come visit our showroom at Unit 26 Blackworth Industrial Estate
Highworth, SN6 7NA



