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VISIONVISIT

- mobile eyecare

"~ Would you like an

4 Eye Test at Home?

%

As a local family run mobile optician,VisionVisit can come to you for your
eye test. Our fully qualified optometrist uses the latest eve test equipment
to give you a precise prescription and thorough health assessment. Not only
that, but the test is free with no call out, if you are covered by the NHS. We
have a wide range of glasses, from budget to designer, delivered and fitted in
your own home.

So if you struggle to get to your local optician or would just prefer
a test within the comfort of your own home, call us now or visit
our website for more details.

w;tvw.viﬁionvisit.ﬁo.uk_01 793 232 588
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EDITORIAL

Dear Aeadenr

We're now stepping into my least
favourite time of the year. Before you
harangue me, pick your chin up off the
floor and hear me out. | just hate being
hot. Being hot means being sweaty and
that’s not a good look on anyone,
especially me. Added to that, | carry my
own personal insulation in the form of
long, thick hair which, despite being
scrunched into something resembling
a bun, still makes me feel hotter than
the surface of Mars.

Some time ago, | was fortunate enough to visit my
brother-in-law and his wife who were then living in
Singapore. If you've ever been you'll know that
Singapore, being so close to the equator, doesn't have
seasons and every day is pretty much the same as
yesterday and will be the same again tomorrow; hot
and humid. That predictability negates the need for
asking the most British of questions —“What's the
weather like?’ - and the level of humidity creates
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regular thunderstorms. | noticed most
locals always carry an umbrella which
delivers shade as well as shielding them
from the rain. Sensible.

There's something reassuring about that
predictability; in some ways it makes life
easier. | suppose our seasons here in the
UK are becoming less predictable as we
see the effects of climate change and
perhaps one day, in the depths of winter,
I'll be hankering after a bit of summer
sun. In the meantime, I'll simply be
grateful for the reassuring predictability of the
goodness and kindness of people and the reliability of
Highworth's LINK Magazine coming through the door!
Enjoy this month’s read full of events to attend,
encouraging news, and things to anticipate. Keep cool!
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Highworth Methodist

Church Looking for
Angels

Highworth Methodist Church is planning
several events to celebrate the 60th
anniversary of worshipping at its current site in
Vicarage Lane. One of the events to be held in
the church during the weekend of 14 and 15
December is an Angel Festival.

Angels from individual crafters are very welcome.
Please get in touch if you'd like more details. We
ask that any angels made are kept safe. Angels
will be collected by their makers on the Monday
following the festival. Look out for further details
in the Highworth LINK Magazine later in the year
with information of when they can be brought to
the church for displaying.

Angel Festival Group, Highworth Methodist Church
E: churchaf60@email.com
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FIRST THOUGHTS

Life to the Full

None of us should be excluded from
society just because we don't have
enough money.

Yet the Joseph Rowntree Foundation’s
January 2024 research revealed that the
UK's poverty rate means 14.4 million of us
are trying to survive on an income that
doesn’t cover even the basic needs we
have in life. 4.2 million of these are
children. Freedom, dignity, hope and life
are being stolen from people every day.

But this is not God's design, not His plan. We live in a
broken world where pain, injustice and suffering
abound - with each other and within ourselves.

When Jesus came to earth to show us God and to give
us a way for deep, lasting peace with Him, He said, ‘The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have
come that they might have life and have it to the full!
(The Bible, John chapter 10 verse 10)

God's desire for us is not that we might merely survive;

e

Can renewable energy power
Gas and oil companies across the world are gearing
up to expand their fossil fuel production just as
scientists warn that the Paris target of 1.5C is
slipping away.

But if renewables can be built at speed, we can bring
back hope of reducing the worst impacts of global

warming. Chris Church is on a mission to stem the tide.

Chris, whose background is with Oxford Friends of the

Earth and Westmill Sustainable Energy Trust, will
present the facts behind the formidable task of
switching the UK's power from dirty fossil fuels to
clean renewables.

There are many challenges to the big switch. How do
we tackle the impacts of solar and wind farms on
nature and food production? Will it be too costly? Can

we produce the extra electricity needed to power cars

and heat our homes?

Chris will give his talk on Wednesday 15 May at

Highworth Methodist Church, Vicarage Lane SN6 7AD.

e UK? Theraceis on.l

He wants us to thrive. As Christians,
that'’s the transformation we chase after.
A person having ‘just enough’to live on
or a parent unable to clothe or bathe
their children doesn't satisfy our hunger
for justice.

For Christians Against Poverty (CAP) this
means we roll up our sleeves to serve our
communities with services that free
people from poverty’s grip, equip them to
confidently manage their money and give them the
skills to pass on to the next generation.

For us, this means we speak up to those in power to
instigate change that results in a fairer, more just
society. It means we personally pray for our nations
and raise awareness in our churches, workplaces and
communities of the harm being caused by UK poverty.
We set our sights higher than ‘just enough; and instead
reach for life to the full'

Kathryn Ford, Christians Against Poverty
See page 15 for more information about CAP

Highworth Flower Club

On Thursday 2 May, 7:30pm at Warneford
School, Denise Bright will be coming to talk
about ‘A Few of My Favourite Things'

We hope you will join us in the school hall.
Doors open at 7pm, with plenty of space for
parking in the school car park. Visitors are
welcome at a cost of £5.

And why not join us for our Flower Festival
from 19 to 22 September at St. Michael’s
Church Highworth?

Exciting ideas for ‘The Wonder of Words’ are
coming together for a very special event to
celebrate the diamond anniversary of the
Highworth Flower Club. The church will be
filled with flowers depicting book titles and
poetry, from Alice in Wonderland to William
Shakespeare! Look out for more details in
further issues of Highworth’s LINK Magazine.

Michele
T:07798 817249
W: www.highworthflowerclub.co.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

News from Big Highworth Community Foundation

BHCF has recently launched two new
initiatives: the Community Charity Fund,
and Community Awards.

The Community Charity Fund will offer help
and support to local charitable activities,
registered charities in and around
Highworth, and those supporting local
people. The Fund will be open annually and
will invite applications from those in the
above categories seeking financial support
in line with our governing document. We
hope the Highworth community will
support our fundraising events — look out
for our advertising posters. We can't do it
without you!

Community Awards will be held annually,
and this year we are inviting nominations for
Volunteer of the Year, Citizen of the Year and
Charity of the Year. Volunteer nominations
closed on 26 April, but nominations for \
Citizen of the Year are currently open until 31
May and the window for Charity nominations
is 3 to 28 June. Details of how to nominate
can be found on our Facebook page. The awards will be
judged by a panel independent of BHCF.

We are looking for volunteers to help with our
fundraising activities and to staff our stalls on an as-
and-when basis. We are also seeking three new trustees

New Life for UTRNTA

All of a sudden our National Trust Association has
come alive. Members who disappeared when Covid
started have returned and our committee room is
full. Perhaps spring will give it a try?

On 9 May we will set off for a visit to Owlpen Manor
near Uley which, in turn, is westwards beyond Stroud.
My laptop tells me that it was there before William the
Conqueror so it's worth visiting.

I must mention a talk by Sjoerd Vogt (yes, | have spelt
it correctly) in February, who persuaded us of a link
between Faringdon Folly and Tolkien’s tales. | almost
believed him.

If you're interested and would like to go on any of our
outings or attend our talks, please contact Stella

Tidmarsh on 01793 782584,
idmarsh on 01793 78258 Phil Eagle

Upper Thames and Ridgeway National Trust Association
W: www.utrnta.co.uk
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community together matters

0ss-Jones at theirEaster fun@rais

to help run our charity. These will share, with the
current trustees, legal responsibility for decision-
making and governing BHCF. If you are interested in
either role please contact us by emailing us at
BHCF2023@outlook.com.

Alison Cross-Jones, Chair of Trustees

(Lechlade History Society

On Monday 13 May, 7pm for a 7:30pm start, speaker
Sue Smith will present‘The Friends’ Ambulance Unit
in the World Wars'in the Memorial Hall, Lechlade.

The Friends’ Ambulance Unit (FAU) was a volunteer
ambulance service set up to provide an alternative
service to fighting. It was founded by the Quakers in
line with their Peace Testimony during the First World
War, when universal conscription first became
compulsory. It operated during both wars and beyond
in many countries in Europe, Asia and Africa.

It took some years to be accepted but, by the end of
WW?2, Quakers had been awarded the Nobel Peace
prize for their non-partisan work providing
humanitarian aid.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

Ros Godden
\. J
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COMMUNITY

Ten-Year Celebrations for Dandelion Financial

The team at Highworth-based Dandelion Financial
are marking their first decade in business.

Andy Carter and Sarah Watch have created a business
with the community at heart. They have supported
local organisations, including sponsorship of the U17’s
and U18's football at Coleshill United, Great Western
Ambulance Charity and, for the fifth year running,

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) in Highworth. CAP is a

national debt counselling charity offering free debt
and counselling advice.

Andy explained, “We feel that our continued support
of CAP aligns with our financial ethos - that financial
advice is for everybody. We love being based in the
centre of Highworth and are looking forward to our
next decade and beyond.”

Located in High Street offices, Dandelion Financial was
founded in 2014 by independent financial advisors
Andy Carter and Sarah Watch, with the aim of ‘sowing
the seeds of financial advice’ with their many clients.

Bringing together more than 60 years’ combined
experience, Andy and Sarah have built a business
which prides itself on providing an objective,
professional and efficient service, delivered with a
personal touch.

(So Much More Than A
Sunday

St. Andrew’s Church Shrivenham is holding a
‘fresher’s fayre’ type event -‘So Much More
Than Sunday’ - to showcase the wide range of
events and activities that happen in the
Church: From choir to coffee mornings, flowers
to festivals, messy church to mother and
toddler, Ask to Alpha, and so, so much more.

Join us on Saturday 11 May, 2pm to 5pm, in St.
Andrew’s Church, Shrivenham SN6 8AQ.

Do come along and visit. There will be
refreshments and also guided history walks and
talks around the church and churchyard to
explore and discover more about this interesting
and historic building.

For more information please email us at

Qhrivenham.ashbury.benefice@outlook.com J

“We are proud of our achievements in the last ten
years,”said Sarah.“We consider that the key is in
creating a trusting relationship with our clients, so
that we can provide financial advice that is
altogether individual.”

As well as celebrating ten years in business in 2024,
Andy and Sarah will also be celebrating their second
wedding anniversary. The couple married in 2022 after
a very long engagement!
Dandelion Financial
T:01793 765153
W: www.dandelionfinancial.co.uk

LINK Magazine Goes
Global!

Last month we were delighted to report on a visit to
Highworth by a team of international young people.
They were from a number of different countries but
all connected through the Youth With A Mission base
in Norway.

We sent them a
copy of March’s
magazine and
they were
delighted to see
themselves - as
you can tell! Suze
and Sienna, team
leaders,
exclaimed, “It
(LINK Magazine)
caused quite a
commotion here!”
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HERITAGE
TREE CARE

Professional Tree Surgeons

& N

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

v' Pruning and Shaping
v" Felling and Removal
v" Hedge Cutting

v Stump Grinding

v Tree Planting

Free quotations andadvice
Calllan Walding (v.c.Hort /.o A

01793 790210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

S SimpsonsCars

+ Best choice of new Subarus in the UK
with guaranteed best offers

Excellent part exchange values given

&
©
)

~ Ask AMS
Saskl  What expenses can | claim against
€~ my rental property?
Tax deductible expenses that you can claim against
your rental property income.
Mortgage interest is claimable in full but there are
special rules regarding tax relief
Management charges/commission to letting agencies
Property repairs — but not “improvements”
Renewals of fixtures on a like-for-like basis (modern
equivalents are acceptable)
Replacing furniture/white goods/furnishings on a like
-for-like basis
Maintenance expenses and costs for decorating —
including gas safety certificates;
Advertising for a tenant and obtaining/drafting a
tenancy contract;
Buildings/ contents insurance, Council tax, water
rates, service charges etc. if the landlord incurs these
Travel costs to a rental property for inspections/

repairs but note that there are implications for non
UK residents.

Accountancy!
01793 818400 \j, ICAEW

] CHARTERED
mnmm.ams-accountancy.oo.uk - ACCOUNTANTS

For all your vehicle sales
and servicing needs

& All makes and model servicing from £179
(%)

# Air Conditioning re-gas
R

# Collection and delivery service

O

View our full range of cars and book your service/MOT at www.simpsons-cars.com

01793 767000
wwWw.simpsons-cars.com
infoldsimpsons-cars.com

A DODGE

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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COMMUNITY

The Sky’s the Limit for Community Shed

Highworth Community Shed member Chris Kent will be
doing a tandem sky dive on Wednesday 3 July to raise
up to £1,000 for the Community Shed.

Chris is asking everyone who knows him, or those who
support the Shed and its aims, to go to his GoFundMe
page and donate at https://gofund.me/fe7f84ff. Any
donations will be gratefully received.

Shed Chair, Sue Dobbs, commented, “The Shed receives a
lot of support from residents in Highworth and the
surrounding villages and | hope that those who are able
to give will support Chris with a donation. Every bit really
does count”

South Marston Gardening Club

On Monday 13 May, Antony Powell will be joining us to
talk about’Scent in the Garden.

We will meet from 7:30pm to 9:30pm, with a £5 visitor
entry fee on the door or you can join the Gardening Club
for £15 (@annual membership). Refreshments are included,
along with an optional raffle. A warm welcome awaits you.

This year’s plant sale will take place on Monday 10 June,
7:30pm to 8:30pm, with plants for your house, garden, and
allotment, all at reasonable prices. We'll have annuals, fruit
plants, hanging baskets, herbs, house plants, perennials,

Big Help Out for 1st
Highworth Scouts

Highworth Scouts are looking for volunteers
to support our group.

On Saturday 8 June we will be opening our
doors and trying to get a number of jobs done
inside and outside the scout hut. We will be
sending out more details on the Highworth
Scouts website and Facebook page nearer the
time, but we really do need your help and look
forward to seeing you there.

We are always looking for people to help out
with scouting in Highworth. This may be as part
of the leader team supporting one of the
beaver, cub or scout sections, becoming a
trustee, or any number of other roles that help
support the group.

Please get in touch through the Highworth

Scout website if you are interested.
David Roblin
W:www.highworthscouts.org.uk/contact

Busy Times for Visit
Highworth

This May we will be holding a Paint and
Prosecco evening with artist Christine Purdy.
You can try watercolour painting for the first time or improve the
skills you already have whilst enjoying a glass of prosecco. We
will also be holding a quiz evening at Highworth Community
Centre. Everyone is welcome! If you don't have a team come
along on the evening and we will find some like-minded
quizzers for you to join with.

Chris explained, “I will be doing it to raise money for
Highworth Community Shed; a worthy cause dedicated
to promoting mental health awareness, to combat
isolation and loneliness by bringing people together
under a common interest in a‘Shed’ environment. Please
sponsor me and donate to this fantastic cause!”

What happens in a Shed? All sorts of workshop activities
and, amongst others, the Highworth Community Shed
has run courses on how to make various items, attended
by men and women in a community spirit.

Contact us by searching ‘Highworth Community Shed’on
Facebook to find out more.

shrubs, tubs of flowers, and vegetable plants. Pop along
and have a chat with Gardening Club members for advice
on growing and much more.

Refreshments and homemade cakes will also be available.
This is a cash only event.

Both events will be held at South Marston Village Hall,
where parking is available on Old Vicarage Lane next to the
school.
Angela Newton
T:07789 068340 - Facebook: @southmarstongardeningclub

For more details about these events, please contact the Visit
Highworth Centre (01793 764440), or pop in to see us at 7 High St.

We are delighted to announce we will be holding an art festival in
June in Highworth. There will be an art exhibition, workshops and
demonstrations. More details to follow.

And don't forget the craft centre is open, showcasing local artists
and makers. You'll find handmade and unique pieces to suit all
budgets and tastes — something for everyonel!

Helen Lacey, Centre Manager
E: info@visithighworth.co.uk
W: www.visithighworth.co.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk 9



COMMUNITY

Support Christian Aid Week

Seven days, so many ways to make a difference. Every
Christian Aid Week people across Britain and Ireland
raise funds, act, and pray for their global neighbours
in a celebration of hope for a fairer world.

This year’s appeal is from 12 to 18 May and is focusing
on the organisation’s work in Burundi, one of the most
densely populated and poorest countries in Africa.
Heavily reliant on agriculture, it’s also one of the least
prepared to combat the effects of climate change,
including droughts, floods, and landslides. The global
cost of living crisis has intensified the challenges: More
than 70% of the population live in poverty, and more
than half of children are chronically malnourished.

Thirty-five-year-old Aline Nibogora is the chairperson of
a VSLA (Village Savings and Loans Association) which
supports some twenty-five families in a remote village
in Makamba Province. Aline escaped an abusive
marriage only to find herself on the streets begging for
a place to stay. Her life changed when she went to a
three-day, Christian Aid-funded community workshop.
With a small start-up loan, Aline began trading

oy o

-~ - T

Maranatha Christian School in
Sevenhampton is delighted to share the
results of their recent ISl inspection and
are proud to announce that they have

met all the Independent Schools

Standards. As an Independent School they are

inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate

(ISI) rather than by Ofsted. Meeting all of the standards

as a school reflects an incredible amount of hard work

from all of the teachers, students, volunteers, trustees
and parents.

The report noted the strong Christian ethos at
Maranatha Christian School saying, “The school’s
Christian ethos is evident in pupils’growing spiritual
development and commitment to serve their school
and the wider community. They are prepared for life

Small Local School with Big Aspirations

avocados and peanuts
locally. She's now a
grocery wholesaler .
and living on her own

plot of land where

she’s building a home for her family. In the next five
years she hopes to expand so one day she can buy a
mill. This will provide a source of income without the
need to transport heavy goods over long distances.

“I don't want my children to have a painful life like mine,
remembering it makes me weep. | could never have
dreamed | would one day have a brick house and be a
successful businesswoman, able to feed and clothe my
children. This is a plan, and | will do it; | am a woman
who is an achiever”

This Christian Aid Week supporters are once more
stepping up; knowing that every prayer, every gift,
every action helps transforms lives. Please respond if
you get one of our envelopes through your door or
donate at https://fundraise.christianaid.org.uk/
envelope-2024/Highworth

after they leave school””

If you are looking for early years childcare, there are
currently government-funded spaces for three and four
year olds in the Little Lambs Early Years setting. ISI
stated, “In the early years adults model kind and
considerate behaviour and children learn to co-operate
with each other and to treat others with respect.”

Maranatha Christian School is for children between the
ages of five and seventeen and has an Open Day on 18
May. If you would like to attend the open day or enquire
about the main school, early years funded places, or visit
at a convenient time, please email me (details below).

See our website to read the full inspection report.
Justine Gardner, Business Manager
E: justine.gardner@maranathaschool.org
W: www.maranathaschool.org

10 www.highworthlink.co.uk



INTELLIGENT MARKETING BY SAMUEL MILES

TEL: 01793 861663 E:SALES@SAMUELMILES.CO.UK



COMMUNITY

Carers, Science and Books, at Southfield Junior School

At Southfield Junior School our Young Carers are
invited to meet each week. We eat lunch together,
play games, make crafts, and catch up on the week.
They all enjoy the chance to meet other Young
Carers and see they are not alone.

Recently, the children entered a Swindon Carers
Centre competition where they had to design a poster
about being a Carer and say which superpower they
would have to help them in their caring role. The
Carers included: being a mind reader; teleportation;
healing powers and super support.

Our posters were all so good that one winner couldn’t
be chosen! The Swindon Carers awarded the whole
group an Amazon voucher to share and spend on fun
activities for their group. The children chose lots of
new games to play together in their club.

Miss Chamberlain, Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader
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These are two of the posters we created

British Science Week

This year’s British Science Week theme was ‘Time' All
classes at Southfield had an additional special science
lesson on Time during the week and discussed what
the concept meant to them. They then carried out
time investigations.

Years 3 and 4 were challenged to time their brains!
They worked with a partner to measure their reaction
time and then practised to see if they could improve it.
The children then discussed why one hand had a faster
reaction time to the other — why could this be?

Years 5 and 6 created water clocks; they added
intervals to measure one minute of time, tested their
water clock, and compared the different scales on all
the clocks in the class. Lots of discussion and debate
ensued about the observed differences and possible
reasons for them.

Great work Southfield scientists!
Jenn White, Teacher

World Book Day

Southfield celebrated World Book Day this year with
the theme ‘Windows and Mirrors: Celebrating a world
of differences through picture books!

“Books, like mirrors, help reflect what we observe and
know about the world we live in. It's powerful to read
or listen to a story about someone like you. Books also
allow us to view and understand lives that are different
from our own, like a window into other experiences.”
(https://reachoutandread.org/)

Each year group took a picture book that gave them
an insight into other children’s lives or reflected their

own lives. Throughout the day the children completed
activities inspired by their class book. It has been a
pleasure looking through the children’s artwork and
poetry, and | am now busy working on a display to
showcase their wonderful creations!

It was fantastic to see the children’s enthusiasm for the
day through both their character or word costumes
and their excited talk about their favourite books. It
was a lovely reading and book-filled day and we are
already looking forward to celebrating next year!

Kimberly O'Sullivan
Head of School

12 www.highworthlink.co.uk



sliding door wardrobes

®m Over 30 years experience

® Made to measure wardrobes

® Bespoke interiors and bedroom furniture
® Large range of designs and styles

m Call for a FREE, no obligation, quotation

Visit your local showroom in Coleshill, by appointment

Call David on 01 793 861 584

www.superglidewardrobes.co.uk

10% OFF when you mention the Highworth Link Magazine

25% OFF
EVERYTHING

Only available until
stocks last

GEORGE EZRA
TRIBUTE

1 2 July 2024
8 Pm - Midnight

4a Market Pl Tickets £22 i
a Market Place G
Faringdon SN77HL [NRESIBEEEEY v wragbarn.com iy
Tel. 01367 244615 Bl (i _01793 8613?7 :

- - o . = tad

Tue-Sat 10-3pm
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Interested in
becoming a Trustee?

Root & Branch is an independent charity
erapeutic
.E“'pr who

We are keen to hear from anyone who has a couple of ﬂexible
hours a week to help out and can attend one monthly meeting.
We would be very interested if you have a medical
background... but please do get in touch
whatever your skill set.

To find out more contact us on:

T:01793 782999 E: office@rootandbranch.org.uk
www.rootandbranch.info

D tic,
Do DOMESTIC
World

APPLIANCE REPAIRS

We repair Washing Machines,Washer Dryers,
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
Ovens, Extractor Hoods and Cookers

* Fast, Reliable & Friendly Services
* Fixed Labour Fee/No Hidden Charges
* Over 20 Years’ Experience

T: 07950 181701
E: domesticapplianceworld@gmail.com

Down to Earth

Garden Maintenance Ltd
Grass Cutting, Planting, Landscaping,
Tree surgery. Paths & Patios laid.
Fences & Walls put up & repaired
Hedges planted & pruned
Mowers sharpened & Serviced.
Rubbish removed.
No Job Too Small; Free Quotes & Estimates
PHONE GORDON & EMMA WHITE
(01285) 810445 or (07971) 668912

HERITAGE

[ ] BUILDING RESTORATION [

[ —wiil B {

E L Gl e |

e WORKING ALONGSIDE HISTORY s——

07790377595

info@heritagebr.co.uk

D.G. Home Improvements Ltd

FROM PATIOS TO
GARAGE / LOFT CONVERSIONS
Fencing, Flooring, Wood/Tile, Kitchens,

Windows, Doors, Wood/UPVC,
Gardens, Painting/Decorating

01793 762314/ 07714770374

N Sy Nonumental Sculptor of Marlborough

New Memorials illd_S\'l_ll'IdOll
Renovations BRAMM|
Additional Inscriptions

Visit our Website
Email info@mijsly.co.uk

Memorial Studio: 33 Morley Street, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 156
Telephone 01793 511008
Open by appointment only Monday to Saturday *and evenings*

Workshop and Studio:

Pelham Court, London Road, Marlborough, Wiltshire. SN8 2AG
Telephone 01672 516797

AUTO
SERVICES

L

01793 296700 - 07746 525949 - Ismobilemechanic@gmail.com
0ld Farm Barn, Nightingale Lane, Swindon SN3 4SL

Servicing Brakes Suspension

Cambelts  Clutches
MOT Testing & Repairs
Diagnostics  Tyres

Cars  4x4s - Light Commercial

Commercial and domestic
work undertaken
FELLING | PRUNING
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE TRIMMING
TOPIARY | PLANTING
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

Please contact Richard on:
07971310619 0r 01793791722
email:

info@topofthetrees.co.uk

1Oler
TREES

IREE SURGERY

Free consultations
throughout the
Wiltshire area

www.topofthetrees.co.u
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COMMUNITY

Easter Eggs Donation to Local Families in Need

A civil engineering firm donated over 100
chocolate eggs to make sure Highworth
families struggling financially had a treat
this Easter.

Free debt advice and money coaching
charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
were grateful to receive over 100 Easter Eggs from
employees of CPC Civil & Thames Water who have
been working in Highworth.

The civil engineering company wanted to give
something back to the community where they have
been working by supporting families who are
struggling with the cost of living.

CAP have been working with households in Highworth
and the surrounding area for nearly ten years and have
helped over 300 of these either find a route out of
debt, improve their lifestyle through our CAP Life Skills
courses, or gain tools for job seeking through our CAP
Job Clubs. CAP has also recently relaunched its money
coaching course to empower people to be in control
of their own budget.

Nigel Bachelor (CPC Site Manager), Lisa Brindley (CPC
Stakeholder Manager) and Jonathan Wickens (Thames

christians
against

Water Senior Project Manager) personally made the
drive down to Highworth to present the Easter Eggs to
Claire Titcombe (Highworth CAP centre manager).

Claire said, “We are really grateful for this kind gesture
from CPC Civil & Thames Water. With all the rising
costs, many people on low incomes in Highworth are
finding things really challenging right now. We are
helping local families and individuals out of debt and
to improve their financial situations. With this donation
it's wonderful that we can give them a little morale
boost and bring them some joy this Easter.”

Claire is encouraging those who are struggling
financially to seek free help by contacting her at
clairetitcombe@capuk.org or calling 0800 328 0006
free of charge.

Lechlade Annual Vintage Rally and Country Show

From 4 to 6 May we will be holding the Tenth Annual
Vintage Rally and Country Show at Langley Farm,
Langley Lane, Clanfield OX18 2RZ. The event will
commence at 10am each day.

Attractions include: classic cars - classic motorcycles -
commercial vehicles - collections - miniature steam -
tractors - model tent - classic caravans - fun fair - bouncy

COTSWOLD
BOAT HIRE

Small electric powered boats
and cruisers for 2-4 hours.
Larger electric and motor cruisers V
for full day hire, holidays and short breaks.
Book online or give us a call then collect

your craft from Buscot, Brandy Island
SN7 8DA.

Mo expenience needed, we give you instruction
before you depart.

S5,
£

1%

For Boat Hire information visit our website,
book online, phone
or drop us an email.
For Boat Sales,
Moorings, Marine
Services and Winter
Storage contact

the office.

Office: 01793 354079
Mobile: 07947 993784
Email: info@cotswoldboat.co.uk
Web: www.cotswoldboat.co.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk

castle - animal sanctuary - bees and much more.
Mini Ring events:
Saturday: Fun Dogs Show and Britannia Majorettes.

Sunday: Food Fairies for Street Dogs and Cats
‘Fun Dogs Show'".

Monday: Food Fairies for Street Dogs and Cats
‘Fun Dogs Show’ and Highworth Silver Band.

- boot sales - trade stands - craft marquee - refreshments -
raffle and tombola all days.

Free car parking and public camping is available for £17
per night (includes free entry to the Rally). Pre-booking
is essential and available from our website.

£6 for adults. £4 concessions. Under-16's can enter free
with a paying adult.

T:01993 843221 (please leave a message)
E: info@lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk

W: lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
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COMMUNITY

Highworth Open Gardens

Highworth will once again be opening its gardens on  It's not too late to volunteer your garden so please get
Sunday 9 June, 11am to 4pm - make sure you have in touch if you are interested.

the date in your diaries. All profits raised will go to Highworth in Bloom, a

Refreshments will be available in three of the gardens community organisation which, through volunteers,
and a map with all the details and entry stickers will be  provides and maintains floral planters around the

on sale towards the end of May (Adults entry £5, and town. Sadly we have recently experienced some anti-
children can enter for free with an adult) from either social behaviour (damage to plants and troughs) so
Visit Highworth or Weigh It Up - this will cover please keep an eye on these planters so they can
admission to all the gardens. continue to make our town an attractive to place to be.
We are, of course, hoping for good weather so youcan ~ We look forward to welcoming lots of you to our

enjoy your wander around Highworth and relax with gardens on 9 June.

some tea and cake, chatting to friends in pleasant Ken and Sue Hooper
surroundings! E: ken.hooper@btinternet.com

Rocktopus returned to Westrop Primary School for the third time in three
years to rock out and complete workshops with KS2. Each year group created
their own PE dance routine to the rocking songs they made up with the help
of the band. The moves and music were recorded and turned into an
awesome video that only the children can access to share with their parents.

Claire Kruse

Westrop

Nursery

|, '
,.? At Westrop Nursery we follow the curiosity approach, our rooms are calm
and neutral, encouraging us to create the ‘thinkers & doers’ of the future.

© Our learning environment is full of meaningful and mindful spaces that put the child at the centre of every activity.
® Children will benefit greatly learning through play and become confident, curious and self-motivated to learn.

® Highly qualified staff team with a wealth of experience ® Government Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year old
® We offer dedicated early years wrap around care from 8.00am to 5.00pm

Contact: Westrop Primary & Nursery School
Telephone: 01793 762897 Email: nursery@westrop.swindon.sch.uk Website: www.westropprimaryschool.co.uk
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Thinking Local, Thinking Samaritans

As the seasons change, your local Samaritans branch
is asking you to donate pre-loved items to their shop
in Swindon’s Curtis Street rather than using Vinted
or Depop.

Donating locally is a great way of supporting your
local Samaritans branch as well as recycling your great
quality clothes and bric-a-brac, ensuring many more
happy memories are created by our customers when
they buy something you've loved and donated!

Happily, you can also increase the value of your
donations through gift aid at no cost to you if you are
a UK taxpayer. Please ask us for a form.

Swindon & District Samaritans need to raise all our
own running costs and all the money we raise is spent
locally by providing our free listening service for
anyone who needs a safe place to talk, as well as
throughout our community raising awareness and
recruiting volunteers. Check out our website to find
out more.

As one of our customers recently said, “l understand
that by supporting this great shop | am also helping
Samaritans to listen to anyone who is struggling, and
this means a lot to me.”’

Just £5 can fund a call - a call which could save a life -
and at Samaritans we believe that every life lost to
suicide is a tragedy. Our vision is that fewer people die
by suicide.

Every ten seconds, Samaritans responds to a call for
help without judgment or pressure. We won't give
advice or tell anyone what to do but we will explore
feelings and give our undivided attention and

SAMARITANS

We're here every hour of every day of the year for
anyone who needs someone to listen to them,
whatever they’re going through. Your help can make
all the difference.

Maggie Gill, Listener

T:01793 526430

E: swindon@samaritans.org

W: www.samaritans.org/branches/swindon

Why Should We Learn a
Second Language?

Did you know learning a new language is good for
your brain? It gives the brain‘muscles’a workout
and makes it grow stronger which, in turn, boosts
concentration and coordination. If you learn a
language it deepens the understanding of how all
languages work.

If someone asks you, 'Why should | learn a new
language?’ the answer is easy. It will make you a
better learner and open your eyes to the world that
you live in. It may open doors to your future and
make travelling to different countries more fun.

At Southfield Junior School we are learning French.
The children have weekly fun and interactive
lessons that will be the building blocks to their
learning at secondary school. We are also very lucky
in Year 6 to have a French teacher, Ms. Sayers from
Warneford School, who volunteers to come in to
take the lessons.

So, no matter your age, try learning a different
language. You may enjoy it — your brain most

h hel i ir. certainly will!
empathy to help reduce distress and despair. y Ruth Law, Teacher
Swindon / Avebury [ Bourton T: 01793 329898
/ y/ M: 07737 505243
0 We run classes for all standards of swimmers from 4 to 12 years old at

Swim England

2 S

our venues in Swindon, Avebury and Bourton.

We follow the Swim England Learn to Swim and Reward Programme
Stages 1-7 including Distance Awards. This progressive, structured
approach means that we can build on children’s progress to teach
strokes and develop their all round water skills and confidence.

We have been successfully teaching 4-12 year clds for over 15 years
and have a wealth of experience of supporting children with different
needs and swimming backgrounds including learning and physical
disabilities.

www.swimstars.org.uk
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THE HIGHWORTH CLINIC

R.B.POPE B.Sc.(0OST), D.O.,M.A.O.
C.S.OPENSHAW D.B.Ch. M.P.S.Pract

Qualified Practitioners, Treating Physical,
Muscular & Chiropody Problems.

For Appointments Tel (01793) 763752

First Floor, 15 Sheep St. Highworth SNé6 7TAA

&
ml SWINDON

A personalised service offering

creative and beautiful memorials

that reflect the uniqueness of
your loved one.

Unit 19, Blackworth Ind Est, Highworth, SN6 TNA_
T: 01793 766 138 | M: 07532 032 054

E: info@swindonmemorials.co.uk
www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

DID YOU KNOW...

You can rent or buy a stairlift from us to

suit most stair cases. We are a local company,
with over 20 years' of experience in the industry

Would you like to know more?
Please call us on 07517 392118
or email us at info@home-stairlifts.co.uk

www,home-stairlifts.cy.'k

cvit LEAK STOPPER

For all your plumbing maintenance

Wf\s_{i_, _-_i

Work undertaken — Leaking Taps « Central Heating Systems
Moving Radiators » Showers * Blocked Drains « Ball Valves
Cold Water Tanks « Hot Water Cylinders » Bathroom Suites
All Pipe Work... And much more
Competitive Rates - Fast Response - Excellent Customers Service
Reliable - No call out charge - No hidden extras

24 Hour emergency call out Don't wait until it’s too late

Call Dave - 01367 253012 Email /smithytaff@gmail.com
Mobile - 07852 558759 ‘Web Site /'www.plumber-leak-stopper.couk

mney sweep

IR‘alf[|

Call Ali Swainston :
07729 834 864

www.isischimneycare.co.uk

Registered with Hetas
Accredited by:
www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

VEA\T_E’S “Getting you
WH EELS around

Highworth,
tRANSFER
% 07 400 400 316 and beyond.

For further information about prices, and
services offered, or to make a booking, go to:

»

bookings@vealeswheelstransfers.com
or www.vealeswheelstransfers.com
or call 07 400 400 316

RES

» No call out charge

All Plumbing & Heating
« Repairs, Maintenance
+* Upgrades

« Bathroom Installations

Call or email today to discuss your needs
and receive a free estimate!

01793764815 07711327585

enquiries@rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk
www.rowlandsenergy ions.co.uk  Highworth SN6 7AU
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COMMUNITY

Learn, Laugh, and Live With Swindon u3a

Spring is here and there’s no better time to try
something new. Perhaps there’s an activity you've
always wanted to do or an old hobby you'd like to
renew. If so, the u3a could be just what you're
looking for.

The u3ais for people no longer in full-time
employment. It's a national organisation but is
particularly active in Swindon and the surrounding
area. There are more than 1,600 members here and
it's growing, with around 300 people joining in the
last year.

You can choose from over 130 interest and activity
groups. These cover arts and crafts, history, music,
science and technology, languages and literature,
natural history, activity groups (including walking
and dancing), travel, board and card games, and
coffee mornings and pub lunches. More are created
each year. In addition, there are monthly meetings
with speakers and annual events, such as summer
and Christmas parties.

Unit 14, Blackworth Industrial Estate, Highworth SN6 TNA
Independent

BRAMM registered * Licenced Memorial Mamn
Free Quotations

:% 01793 766715 - %w*““

MM paul@franklinmemeorials.com fv “‘*N
L‘ E

.._.R.,,A...,.m_. Brochure available or home visits . 12 @\, 3
o /\‘\’

can i‘l_ nl'l'l"ﬂ'ﬂ’."_d

%‘(e@ﬂwy and refiorbishing existing memarials
WWW, franklmmemorlals.com

sy g

Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning

Brickwork Cleaning

Patio & Driveway Cleaning
Solar Panel & Skylight Cleahing
Installation of Bird Protection

01865 362797
info@mossinator.co.uk

The u3ais run by volunteers and financed entirely by
members’ subscriptions. The annual membership fee is
£10 which entitles you to join as many groups as you
like. There is a termly fee for each group, which
depends on the venue, number of sessions and people
attending, and the fees are shown on the website.

The groups meet all around Swindon and the
surrounding district, typically in community centres
and during the daytime.

You can see everything on offer and much more about
the u3a by visiting www.swindonu3a.org.uk, or you
can pop into our office in the Gorse Hill Community
Centre for a chat with our friendly volunteers. You can
also call the office on 01793 614629 between 10am
and noon on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, or email
office@swindonu3a.org.uk. There is also a u3a
Facebook page.

A world of new experiences awaits you at Swindon
u3a, so why not join us for the opportunity to develop
your interests, make new friends and have fun?

Faringdon Peace Group

You are invited to Faringdon Peace Group’s
public meeting entitled ‘Building a Fairer World
Where Everyone Has What They Need; on
Saturday 11 May, 2pm.

The doors will open at 1:30pm at the Corn
Exchange, Faringdon.

We have invited speakers to present their ideas
and views and we are delighted to have with us:
e Tracy Walsh, Chairperson
e Molly Scott Cato, former Green MEP,
speaking on ‘No justice, no peace?’
e Mohinder Kainth, from the Faringdon and
District Rotary Club

® Ashley Smith, speaking on ‘Witney Against
Sewage Pollution’

e Symon Hill, from the Peace Pledge Union

Do join us for an interesting and enlightening
afternoon. Free refreshments will be available.
For more information, please see our website.

www.faringdonpeacegroup.org.uk
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COMMUNITY

Memorial Concert to Celebrate Christine Williams

On Friday 14 June, a memorial concert will be held to celebrate
the musical life of Christine Ann Williams who sadly died on 16
January 2024, aged 73, after a short iliness. The concert will be
held at St. Michael's Church Highworth, starting at 7pm.

Along with the four choirs Chris was accompanying at the time
she passed away, will be her son Anthony, playing double bass,

and his wife Rosie Burton, will be playing bassoon.

The choirs singing are The Wessex, Highworth Choral Society,

Shrivenham Ladies Choir and Parkies singers.

The concert will raise funds via a retiring collection for brain

tumour cancer research.

Entry tickets for the concert will be available from the various

choirs and Visit Highworth.

Come to Root and Branch’s Plant and Craft Fair

Root and Branch extend an invitation to join us for
our Plant Sale and Craft Fair on the 11 May.

The sale will boast a stunning assortment of plants,
lovingly tended by the skilled hands of Root and
Branch’s participants, whilst the craft fair will offer
many wonders, all crafted with care. Whether you're in
search of a unique gift or wishing to purchase for
yourself, there’s bound to be something to suit
everyone - including tea and cake!

Root and Branch offers invaluable support and
resources for individuals navigating the complexities
of mental health difficulties. A diverse variety of
activities and workshops is offered such as art,
woodwork, gardening, basket weaving, adult literacy
and healthy hearts.

Conversations with both our participants and staff at
Root and Branch show we provide a welcoming and
safe environment where individuals can be their
authentic selves. Participants have said they find
courage to rediscover the confidence to push through

RDB Property Services ' T—
Decking, Fencing, ¢;} CHIROPODY & PODIATRY

Decorating &

General Property
Maintenance

LASH, NAILS & BEAUTY

New client offer 10% off all beauty
treatments on your first visit
By appointment only - call or book via our
website and quote ‘NEW’

roberthowles86@yahoo.com
07713 857957

20 www.highworthlink.co.uk

28 HIGH STREET, HIGHWORTH SN6 7AQ

life's challenges and ‘get back on the bike! Root and
Branch stands as a beacon of hope in a sometimes
dark world; many feel that places like this are rare to
find,"...like an oasis in the desert! These sincere words
highlight the special place that Root and Branch holds
in the hearts of all who pass through its doors.

Tanya Parkinson, manager, stated, “I feel privileged to
work alongside staff, volunteers and trustees, each
contributing so much to ensure that we are able to
offer a safe, therapeutic space for participants on their
journey towards improved emotional wellbeing and
recovery. As a charity, three quarters of the income we
need to stay open is gained through fundraising and
we feel very thankful for the tremendous support from
our local community. We look forward to seeing you
on the 11 May!”

Root and Branch, Westmill Farm, SN6 8TH
T:01793 782999

E: office@rootandbranch.org.uk

Article by Jennie Mercer

)

MOBILE FOOT CARE SERVICES
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME
7 years experience in private practice
HCPC registered & member of the college of podiatry

FULLY INSURED

Services include:
Toenail cutting « Thickenedhard to reach nails - Hard skin -
Cracked heels & coms - Fungal nails/athletes foot - Foot care advice
T:07526 420953 « E: hello@janebedfordchiropod
A www.janebedfordchiropody.co.uk  J

y.co.uk




We Have a Winner!

In last month’s issue we
reported on the enthusiastic
meeting we held to discuss the
community radio programme
to be launched on Swindon
105.5FM. Community leaders
representing voluntary groups
which serve Highworth heard
about the initiative and
pledged their support for this
new venture.

Warneford School were one of
those groups keen to be
involved and there we introduced a competition to
design a logo for the Highworth radio programme, a

Head of Warneford School
to Step Down

In early March, Andy Steele of
Highworth Warneford School
informed all parents and carers of
students that he will be stepping
down from his role as Head on 31
August this year.

His heartfelt letter paid tribute to the support he has
received from parents, carers and the wider community
during his time in post.

Mr. Steele has led the school since September 2017,
building a strong Leadership Team and Body of Staff, and
his involvement with students has been inspiring,
personally mentoring many of the students, including
Jamie Donnelly who tragically passed away earlier this year.

Andy has not made this decision lightly, referencing the
recent loss of his wife.

“As some of you may recall, | lost my wife not too long ago
and that does give a slightly different perspective on life. |
have no particular plans yet and am excited about what the
future might hold”

Mr. Steele reassured readers of his letter that he will be
fully committed as Head until his departure in August and
that he will be working with TPAT (The Park Academies
Trust) to ensure the transition of the school to a new
Headship is smooth.

logo to be used on all
advertising for the
programme.

We're pleased to announce
that Constance Davenport is
our competition winner. Her
unique and colourful
representation of the town

in logo form will be digitised
and reproduced in print and
on websites. Congratulations
Constance, and well done to
all of you who entered the

competition. We have some very talented young
people!

(Highworth Historical )

\_

Society Talks

Our talk on 22 May is on Littlecote Roman
Villa and the speaker will be Dr. Hugh
Pihlens.

The villa site at Littlecote is extensive with a
beautiful mosaic and there is also an
associated religious complex. Come to hear
more about this interesting place.

As always, visitors are welcome to attend our
talks with a payment of £3 cash at the door.

We meet at St. Michael’s Hall, Lechlade Road
SN6 7HF. Doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm

start.
Chris Suter

T:01793 764811

Join Us for

Tea & Cake ©E
inaid of Prospect Hospice

5t Michael's Church Room (Behind the Church)

2nd Wednesday of every month
2.00 - 4.00pm
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WHERE THERE'S AN

This month 50 years ago, on 29th May 1974,
the Highworth and District Lions was
formed. Those founding 21 members paved
the way for the successful local organisation
we have today.

The local community and varieties of groups, large and small,
that have been helped in some small way, either by donation or
‘boots on the ground'’ at events, are too many to list here from
the last two generations.

None of this would have been possible without the good
people, or Lions, of Highworth and its outlying villages, who
have given their time, enthusiasm and dedication to make this
all happen for the Highworth community and further afield.

The Lions would also like to see more of you so the district can
continue for years to come serving the community. No
experience required, and we're happy to mentor you to be a
fully active participant and enjoy the many community

activities we host or participate in. ?

e ] Callordropusalineon
THERE'S A LION

E: secretaryhighworthlions@lions105sc.org
E: highworth@lions105sc.org
www.highworthlions.org.uk

PROUDLY SERVING THE




EED, THERE'S A LION

Did you know...

Highworth and District Lions have donated £273,813 to
local causes and international disasters in the last
10 years (2013-2023)

The Lions minibus is used as a community bus. Local
charities use it to transport elderly people to and from
their homes to do shopping and to attend their

lunch clubs.

Our charity shop opened over 30 years ago selling
affordable items to our community. It is a very popular
shop for amazing bargains.

All money raised by our fundraising and sales from our
charity shop goes towards good causes and people
in need.

Just a few of the donations to local and other causes include:

Ladies Lions and Junior football teams
Highworth Christians against Poverty (CAP)
Root and Branch

Blunsdon Community Shop

Highworth Community Larder

Penny Hooks Farm

Forget-me-not Café

Highworth Bumps to Babies

The Mayor's Charity — Prospect Hospice
Defibriflators at Aldi and the Council offices

1974 2024

Wiltshire Air Ambulance
Highworth &
Wiltshire Disabled Games /’

COMMUNITY SINCE 1974




Helping you focus
your :glylbers

Understanding how your business is doing can be confusing when you’re in the
thick of it — that’s why we interpret what's going on to help you achieve your goals.

Using the latest technology to streamline your day-to-day accounts you’ll always
know what's happening in your business so you can react quickly and efficiently.

ACCOUNTS

01793380375 = BN -

the numbercrunchers

www.thenumbercrunchers.cloud

Killier 100%"

iv
Years ,,'
1923 - 2023

Ll
Your Local Family Run Funeral Service

- Independent and Family Run

- Private Chapels of Rest

- Funeral Plans Available

- Comfortable Arrangement Room

Info@hillierfs.co.uk
01793 764337
AT .
\2'! \_(ﬂ‘ % ”-."9! :
) , % & 7 Lechlade Road, Highworth,
Y R S Swindon SN6 7HF
. 78
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COMMUNITY

National Trust is bursting into life!

Spring! The start of things
happening on your National
Trust doorstep. The blossom is
blooming and birds are in

full song.

Helping to make Coleshill look
lovely has been a group of
students from Crowdy’s Hill
School, Swindon, volunteering as
part of their Duke of Edinburgh
Award. They cleared the community orchard, giving it
a good tidy and making it a welcome place to enjoy.
One student helped in the bookshop and developed a
talent for book-related crafts to create beautiful
displays. They all worked hard, and it has been a
pleasure to help them achieve their awards.

Open Days have begun and an addition for this year
are group walks through the parkland. Led by
volunteer walk leaders, these gentle, relaxed walks will
give you a chance to experience the nature around
Coleshill. After the success of farm tours at last year’s
open days, there are now additional bookable farm

tours on Thursdays and Saturdays.
See the website for details.

If you have enjoyed a Highworth
town tour in the past, why not
sign up for a guided tour of
neighbouring Faringdon. A group
of National Trust volunteers is
supporting the town to share the
town’s fascinating history that
includes a unique geology, Civil
War, and tales of the eccentric Lord Berners. Funds will
go back into Faringdon community projects. The tours
will be on the first Saturday of the month at 10:30am.
Pre-book on the Buscot & Coleshill Estate webpage.

For the artist, Chastleton House, near Stow, has quiet,
monthly sessions called ‘Inspired by Chastleton’; a
chance to take your art materials or cameras to enjoy
the stunning gardens to inspire your own art practice.
Pre-book on the Chastleton House webpage.

Looking forward to seeing you soon.
Sarah Hannis
E: buscotandcoleshill@nationaltrust.org.uk

News from Highworth & District Lions Club

We are very excited to be celebrating our 50th
anniversary this month. As a club and charity, we have
accomplished so much and helped countless people,
both locally and internationally, in the last 50 years.

From 2013 to 2023, we donated £273,813 towards our
community, disaster appeals, the elderly, disabled
people, and local hospices. We work very hard to raise
money at all our fundraising events as well as from sales
in our charity shop, and every penny donated goes to
good causes and people in need.

] 7@ All of our
members and
shop
volunteers play
a vital partin
helping the
club and our
charity shop
run smoothly
day in, day out.
I'd like to take
this

<% HIGHWORTH &DISTRICT LIONS CLUB <

opportunity to thank each and every one of our
members and shop volunteers for all of their hard work
and commitment — without you we would not be here to
carry on serving our community proudly.

On behalf of the Lions, | would also like to thank our
supporters from the last 50 years. Whether you've
donated at a fundraiser, bought from our charity shop, or
you're a local business that has donated amazing prizes
to us, we are very grateful for your continued support so
that we can carry on serving our community.

Here's to another successful 50 years and more of
being Lions!

Local causes we have donated to recently are:

Root & Branch: £1,000

Highworth CAP: £440, to support two local families
in need with a bed, mattress and

fridge freezer

Please contact me if you would like more information on
joining us. .
Melanie Davenport
E: secretaryhighworthlions@gmail.com
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ARTS

New Members for Artists’ Society

We are always really pleased to welcome new
members to our group, and it is great to see new
styles and media being explored.

Two of our newer members, Graham Hall and Keith
Farmer, are pictured here with their artworks. Both are
enjoying the
regular time to
meet and paint
’ alongside others,
| whilstalso enjoying
the chance to
socialise. They said
the group has given
them the
confidence to try
subjects they

The Arts Society Upper Thames

On Thursday 9 May at 2pm we would be pleased to
welcome you as a visitor to our lecture entitled ‘Gold
of the Gods: Treasures of South America and the
search for El Dorado; with our lecturer Chloe Sayer.

Gold in South America had a spiritual importance. Its
brilliance evoked the Sun - the golden disk that
nourished the Earth. In Peru and Colombia, goldsmiths
made some of the most spectacular treasures of the
ancient world. Cast and hammered, gold was
transformed into sacred offerings for tombs and
temples. Europeans, by contrast, saw gold as a
commodity - the ultimate symbol of wealth. For
decades, Europeans searched in vain for El Dorado, the
legendary Golden One. Although many golden
treasures were melted down for bullion, magnificent
works of art are preserved in the museums of Peru and
Colombia.

Our speaker, Chloe, is a freelance specialist in the art
and culture of Latin America. She has lectured
internationally and curated exhibitions, whilst also
assisting on TV documentaries for the BBC and
Channel 4. She is Research Associate in the
Department of World Cultures at the Royal Ontario
Museum and in 2016 she was awarded the prestigious
Ohtli medal by the Mexican government for her long-
standing commitment to Mexican culture.

We meet at Lechlade Memorial Hall BUT please
register first at www.info@tasupperthames.org.uk

previously
would have not
attempted. This
works both
ways — we love
seeing the
work of all new
members
evolve and
skills improve!

If you are
interested and would like to join us at our Tuesday
sessions, please contact us via email at
highworthartistssociety@gmail.com, and we will be
delighted to give you details!

Programme includes

To advertise in
the Highworth Link contact

deb.hodgson@tiscali.co.uk
or visit www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Calling All Artists

Karis Rose at The Barn-:-

Online registration for Swindon Open Studios is now
open for artists to participate in this year’s event.

The annual showcase is celebrating 20 years since it
began and welcomes new artists to join them each
year, with well over 100 artists participating in 2023.
The event itself will be taking place over the weekends
of 21 to 22 September and 28 to 29 September, when
artists will open their studios, homes and exhibition
spaces, giving visitors a chance to meet the artist and

Another Success for Lechlade

Art Society

Last year we experimented with a pop up sale and, despite this
being two days before Christmas, it was quite successful.

A second sale was arranged for Saturday 30 March where 17 members [
of Lechlade Art Society set up tables and easels in Lechlade Pavilion
and were ready to receive the first visitors at 10am. A steady stream
kept the place buzzing and compliments came thick and fast. Several *
sales were made and greetings cards proved very popular once more.

Everyone kept saying that we have a high standard and lots of talent,
with many enjoying the event as an exhibition as well as an
opportunity to buy. Hopefully they will come back for more for our

real exhibition in August.

Take a look at our online gallery at www.lechladeartsociety.co.uk.

to see where and how their art is made.

Karis Rose, who first participated in 2022,
said, “l couldn't recommend SOS enough
for all artists no matter what level you are
at, whether it be a full-time job, side
hustle or hobby... | owe Swindon Open

| Studios a lot as | wouldn't be where | am
now without them and | made friends
along the way.”

If you're an artist and want to know if
Swindon Open Studios is for you, join us
for an informal Q&A session at 7pm on
Thursday 2 May at Swindon Rugby Club,
where the committee will take some of
the mystery out of how it all works. There
is no need to book, just come along.

There is lots of helpful information on the
Swindon Open Studios website including
blogs from artists, such as Karis, who
have participated, a list of venues if
artists are unable to open their own
studio or home, and a newsletter sign-up to ensure
you receive all the latest information.

Applications are welcomed from visual artists aged
18+ living or working within a 15-mile radius of
Swindon. Registration closes at midnight on Friday
31 May.

For more information head over to
www.swindonopenstudios.org

Pop Up Sale
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ARTS

Exciting New Jazz Festival in Highworth

It is exciting to announce
Highworth's first Jazz Festival which
will take place on 1 June in five town
venues: The Highworth, St. Michael’s
Church, the United Reform Church,
The Wine Bar, and the Podium.

We understand that you may not all

be jazz lovers. However, we hope that
this festival will really entertain you
and help to change your minds a little!
We have managed to sign up a wide
range of top-class musicians. There
will be vocalists and all sorts of
performers including pianists,
guitarists, incredible saxophonists and many, many
more musicians performing original songs, jazz
standards and other well-known songs. Think of
George Benson, Nat King Cole, and great Big Band
sounds. There really is something for everyone.

Events on the Podium are free to listen to and open to
everyone who lives in and around Highworth. We
hope the festival will bring new people (and revenue)

HIGHWORTH

into our beautiful town, promote
great live music and offer a platform
for musicians to perform upon.The
festival is not-for-profit, with all the
proceeds going to set up and run
the event.

We are also looking for people who
are interested in volunteering to help
as a'Festival Maker’ on the day:
Guiding festival goers; checking wrist
bands for entry to the four indoor
locations; and generally spreading
some of the great Highworth cheer.
Interested? Please contact us using
the email address below. All Festival Makers will
receive a free Jazz Festival t-shirt!

There are only 350 tickets available in total and these
are selling fast. For more information and to buy your
tickets go to our website or email us.

E: organisers@highworthjazzfestival.com
W: www.highworthjazzfestival.com

News from Highworth Camera Club

For the club’s March meeting we welcomed two
members of Cirencester Camera Club to judge
images that members had submitted for our
monthly print competitions.

Our visitors gave us useful
feedback and selected their
winners. The competitions that
the club runs for members
through the year are a‘set subject’
and ‘open category’; so far for our
set subject category, we have had
‘Looking Out or In"and ‘Transport’.
The subject can be interpreted
however the photographer
wishes and, along with the open
category, this gives lots of scope
for different perspectives. There is
also a monthly digital
competition and February’s
winner was Margaret Andrews
with her image ‘Fingers.

David Rutter came to our April

Fingers by MargarerAm"{r,ews

meeting to talk about his photography. David is a
Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society with wide
photographic experience. This month we will be
looking into black and white photography, how to
adjust cameras to take BW images,
and how to process them. And in
June, the camera club is joining
forces with Highworth Artists’ Society
for the Highworth Arts and Literature
Festival - we look forward to seeing
you there.

If you are a keen photographer,
would like help, or to share your

| experience and your images, do
come and join us. We meet every
second Tuesday of the month at
Highworth Community Hall, The
Dormers, at 7:30pm. Do have a look
at the club’s website.

Hilary Beach
W: www.highworthcameraclub.com
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"M.J DOWELL LANDSCAPING &
" BUILDING SERVICES

ChipsAway
V LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED o sttt
T m— EST. 1993

Vehicle damaged?
Don't delay, repair it today ERIENDANFANDRRENAEIE

» Bumper Scuffs? » Paint Scrat.‘ches ? SERVICE INCLUDING ..

- ALL TYPES OF DRIVEWAYS
#% . PATIOS
| . FENCING
- | . TURFING
' . SHED BASES
. FOUNDATIONS & BRICKWORK
- DRAINAGE/CONCRETING
. ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS

FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

CALL 01367 243053 MOB 07767 241301
EMAIL: INFO.DOWELLLANDSCAPING @ GMAIL.COM

f

FIND US: @MJDOWELLLANDSCAPINGANDBUILDINGSERVICES

GARR\RDS

Garrards Limited, joinery company
specialising in manufacture, supply
and installation of bespoke high-
quality joinery.

With over 20 years experience,
Garrards Limited welcome the
opportunity to undertake a
bespoke, tailored service - designed
and built specifically to suit the
home and lifestyle of each client,
bringing your ideas to life.

07854 509887
peter@garrardsltd.co.uk

www.garrardsltd.co.uk
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YOUNG JOURNALISTS

The Holidays of May

Happy May everyone. As you know summer is just
around the corner, but before summer we have May
Day. Have you ever thought about where May Day
has come from and why we celebrate it?

First of all, it's not to be confused with the use of
‘mayday’ when lost at sea! This is an anglicised version
of the French phrase m'aidez, which means‘help me'
May Day has been celebrated for centuries and in the
UK it probably makes you think of fayres and dancing
around the maypole. The celebration is to say goodbye
to spring and welcome summer and this year it falls on
the fourth of the month (always the first Monday) -
this just so happens to be Star Wars Day as well. The
reference to Star Wars Day is because May the Fourth
sounds a bit like, “May the Force (be with you)!”

There are other holidays that use a twist on a date to
create a special event. There is Pi Day on March 14
(3.14 being the first few numbers of pi) and many
people use this as an excuse to eat pie! There is also
March 10 that can be read as Mar 10 - that's Super
Mario Day!

However you choose to celebrate May Day this year, |
hope you have a great time. Maybe I'll see you at the
Highworth Fayre in the Market Square.

Have fun and see you next month.

Bored

| was bored,
| didn't know what to do,
My sisters were playing,
| wanted to play too,
| didn’t get the game,
So I didn't play.

| was bored,
| didn't know what to do,
| went outside,
| saw my mum,
She was cutting the grass,
| wanted to do that,
She said no.

| was bored,
| didn’t know what to do,
| went to my bedroom,
| decided to draw,
| didn't know what to draw,
So | gave up.

| was bored,
| didn’t know what to do,

Constance Davenport I saw a lovely bit of grass,
It was in the sun
! @ e So | laid there,
TERESA UDELL  bacp| 2= twas nice
MBACP DIP COUNS. | Registared Member 380472 '
MBACP It was warm,
Trauma Counsellor | was thinking,
It's ok to be bored sometimes,
Support with trauma, anxiety, depression, life transitions, So...
domestic abuse, family difficulties and other issues. | was bored.
Call 0773 309 3765 .
email teresaudell@icloud.com Sophie Nolan
’
Me_rcgr S Highworth Pet Care a
Palntlng & Nicola Dangerfield <
A € e,
Decoratlng /; + Licensed Home Boarding for Dogs N ". 7

mercerspainting@outlook.com

+ Cat care in Highworth

. o .
www.highworthpetcare.co.uk o fs \
07880 607 447 mjL B 4
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Bathrooms, En-Suites, Cloakrooms,
Power Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates & Advice
For a friendly, reliable and efficient service call:

01793 765063 (Mobile: 07767 663560)
Qndy Belcher, 60 Queens Road, Hannington, Swindon SNG FSD

* Your local Fast efficient house
clearance service

¢ Full or part house clearance

¢ Free no obligation quote

® 5 star google rated

¢ Flexible, Reliable & Trustworthy
discreet service

® Bereavement & Probate clearance
specialists

Email: mark(@greatwesternclearance.co.uk
Tel: 07734 650040 * www.greatwesternclearance.couk |

GREAT WESTERN

| CLEARANCE |

HOME & VIDEO

TUTORING

Since 2003, from KS2 to A Level
Maths, Science, “How to Learn”
(other subjects considered)

MARK DARLING

mark@darling.co.uk

3 J

Construction & General Builder

Lee Wilson

lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk M: 07894 759055 T: 01793 861714

19 Barra Close, Highworth, Wiltshire, SN& 7HX

FENCING & GATES (RESIDENTIAL/SECURITY/COMMERCIAL)

DRIVEWAYS | GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE | PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS | PLASTERING | GENERAL MAINTENANCE (NO JOB T0O SMALL)

MINI DIGGER HIRE AND SKIP LOADER WITH DRIVER

thg _

Available for Hire:
for Parties and other events
Pilates, Yoga and other

classes currently available
for further information
contact:
Sue Marland
01793 671421

or email:
susan.marland@gmail.com

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds

IDE[’)ECCﬂ It

Soft Furnishings
T: 07740 371334
E: info@rebeccatye.co.uk

€9 rebecca tye soft furnishings

FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE ® /

* Gas Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Installations A

* Gas work & Safety Certificates + Bathrooms & Showers

+ All Plumbing & Heating work undertaken « Power Flushing s=n
Tel: 07771 822810 / 07831 718929 / 01793 978451

e-mail: daveheadandson@gmail.com

HIGHWORTH
PAVING SERVICES LTD
Specialists in: ABRADSTONED

Assired

Block Paving, Drives, Patios, Paths,
Garden Walls, Turf Laying & Fencing
Over 25 years experience! - Call Craig on
01367 358356 or Mob: 07707 732375

www.highworthpavingservices.com

l‘-—?_e&—.__.ai.\_\.__.-ﬂ@_r—a#‘q
Well Hung Framing

by Kate Herbert
From medals and memorabilia to paintings, prints and certificates
I'stock a wide range of supplies to suit all budgets and also offer
frame repairs and reglazing. Please call or email to arrange a visit
to my studio in Watchfield to discuss your requirements, with no

time pressure to make hurried decisions.

07710 348 263

bykatcherbert(@gmail.com * wellhungframing.co

Bl (5

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Alison Talbert....

Tax Returns, Company Accounts,
Book-keeping, Payroll and Excel Help

0789 4659880 (.,

01793 764106 (Eve)

email: alison.talbert@actaservices.co.uk

TR~ ICAEW
CHARTERED
=  ACCOUNTANTS ?
www.actaservices.co.uk
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Bupa A Dental
Care

Subscribe to aihealthy smile
with Bupa Smile Plan

Cover regular check-ups and hygien& appointments
with bite-sized monthly payments®

Call Bupa Dental Care Highworth on 01793 762 231
or email Highworth@bupadentalcare.co.uk

“Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Payments 3fé gollected by monthly Direct Debit.

Scan for more
information

ANDREWS

QUALITY MEATS SIMPLY SEARCH
THE MEAL TITLE
~ ONLINE FOR
=7, 100’S OF GREAT
RECIPES -~

CHICKEN TIKKA
MASALA

An Indian dish of roasted marinated
chicken chunks in a spiced sauce.
The sauce is usually creamy
and made with yoghurt and spices.

AVAILABLE AT BOTH HIGH STREET SHOPS

HIGHWORTH 01793 762085
MARLBOROUGH 01672 519915

www.highworthlink.co.uk




SPORT Compiled by Jason Daniels

If you have a sport story email jedsport12@gmail.com

Shrivenham Park Golf Club

At the end of March the new Captains, Danny Spicer
and Carole Lee, swung into action at SPGC and began
their year in office. Their chosen charity this year is the
Pennyhooks Learning Centre run by Lydia Otter on
Pennyhooks Farm. How wonderful that Lydia was
knighted recently for her amazing work!

There were lots of teams playing in the inaugural
event and the winners in the Florida Texas game were
S Durham, N Bugden, R Edmunds and N New, scoring
51.3 to take the win ahead of L Hullins, D Hutton, L
Spalding and T White occupying the runners-up
position on 53.1. Thanks to Paul Shurmer and Ady
Betterton for their sterling work staging it for the
Captains and we wish the new Captains every success
in their year ahead.

The season feels well and truly underway.

Over the Easter bank holiday a USA
Greensome competition took place (results
to follow). The Juniors are working hard in
their programme under the tutelage of Jim
(supported by Paul and Carole), the Social
Putters have reverted to their afternoon
sessions (2pm to 4pm) and the Scything
Group and Parkies Pals continue to meet.
(Parkies Pals meetings are now held on the
first Tuesday of each month, 10am to
12pm to avoid bank holidays).

By the time this is printed we will also have
entertained the Twelve Oaks Golfing
Society (TOGS) in their first meeting of

the year and on 4 June the ‘US Kids Golf’
are holding their meeting for Juniors on
our course; new youngsters are

always welcome.

We're introducing Monday Golf Ladies to
our programme this year with the aim of

PP P PP

Highworth Town Football Club

Following the Easter weekend, HTFC sat in a play-off
position after scoring two goals very late in added
time to beat Westfields 2-1 on Good Friday and grab
three points. With five games in 12 days plus a cup
tie, it was always going to be tough but hopes
remained high.

bringing more ladies to our course (our own ladies are,
of course, welcome). As with our Juniors, members or
visitors playing a full round will be given priority and
allowed to ‘play through'if needed. Meeting at 11am,
nine holes will be played on Holes 10 to 18 at a price of
£10, including a round of sandwiches. With two dates
per month up until September, the next few are 8 and
22 April, and 13 and 20 May.

We welcome everyone who has an interest in golf.

Please do get in contact for any information on the
above and don't forget that Sunday lunches at the

club are amazing!

Carole Lee
T:01793 783 853
M: 07467 657 964

Shrivenham Park Golf Club
lunior Open Thursday 22" August
Entry fee £10 18 Holes / £5 9 Holes (payable on the day)
Boys and Girls
All Juniors welcome up to age 18 (1% Sept 2024)

First tee time expected to be 12 noon.
(Times will be advised by text)

18 Holes handicap index — par competition
(Handicap 2 categories depending on players entered, you will be
advised before the day)

9 Holes - Sixes Stableford scoring (holes 10 to 18)
(Non-handicap index-por players also less experienced players)

Prizes
1% place and runner up in each section plus Birdie prizes!

Food available on the day at own cost.

s b a2 g

Enter by contacting
Junior Organiser, Carole Lee on 07467 657 964

COME AND ENJOY THE SHRIVENHAM HOSPITALITY, WE CATER
FOR ALL ABILITIES AND AGES ON OUR TREE LINED COURSE!

Whatever the results in the weeks between then and
now, the club have recovered brilliantly from the trials
and tribulations of last season thanks to the
management team, players, supporters, volunteers,
and the hard working committee.

Come along or find and follow us on social media.

Derek Lloyd
W: www.pitchero.com/clubs/highworthtown
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SPORT

Wrag Barn Golf Club

An unsettled Easter weather forecast didn't stop play
for the Ladies’ Easter Waltz on 26 March and for once
the sun was shining. We welcomed a group of 72
visitors from surrounding clubs to play in a fun
competition and enjoy a delicious lunch in our newly
refurbished rooms. Naturally the prizes were Easter
eggs, and the competition was won by a team from
the Kendleshire Golf Club. Congratulations to the
committee who ran the day and provided beautiful
raffle prizes and flowers, not forgetting our awesome
team who always go the extra mile to ensure that
everyone has a good time. The summer season
officially started on 1 April and we have a packed
calendar of competitions and social events for
members and visitors. To find our more, please visit our
website or drop in for a coffee and ask a member of
staff for more information.
Verity Manners
W: www.wragbarn.com

Highworth Town Walking Football Club

The friendly Highworth Ladies’ team are always
looking for new players to come and join them on
Monday evenings at New College Swindon, 8:30pm to
9:30pm. If you are over-35 and want to get some
exercise in a fun team environment, why not come
along and join us? For more information, please
contact us or just come and see us.

If you are interested in playing competitive or social
walking football, there are men’s sessions held on
Thursdays and Sundays, 11am to 12 noon, both at
Grange Leisure in Stratton as well as a Friday session,

: “Easter ce/ébr&ﬁbhs-'i_zr Wrag Barn

11:30am to 12:30pm, held indoors at The Rec in
Highworth. We are always looking for new players to
come and join our friendly recreational sessions.

All sessions are ‘pay & play’ meaning men over the age
of 50 and ladies over the age of 35 are welcome to
come and play - £4 payment per Thursday and Sunday
session, and £3.20 per Friday session. Ladies’ Monday
sessions are £3 per session. All are payable by
credit/debit card only, no cash, direct to the sports
centre. For more information please do get in touch.
Graham Seeley
T:07769 703702
E: highworthwfc@outlook.com
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Highworth Bowls Club

HBC is a mixed lawn bowling club, established in 1936.
Located on the Swindon Road as you enter Highworth
from Swindon, our six-rink green is one of the best in the
area and our roomy clubhouse and bar offer a friendly
welcome and excellent facilities for our bowlers, social
members and guests. Our bowlers compete in the Bowls
Wiltshire and Swindon & District leagues as well as a full
programme of internal competitions and friendly
matches, where men and women can compete on an
equal footing. Lawn Bowls is open to everyone of all ages
and abilities, but you don't have to bowl to be a member
of Highworth Bowls Club; social membership is available,
giving access to the bar and all club social events. New
members are always welcome!

We are holding‘Introduction to Bowls’open events on
Saturday 25 May, 10am to 1pm, and Sunday 26 May,
11am to 3pm. Please come along and meet some of our
friendly members and try your hand at bowls. Tea, coffee,
and bacon rolls will be available on the Saturday with
homemade cakes being provided on Sunday. The bar and
clubhouse will be open to everyone throughout the
weekend. There will be qualified coaches on hand to point

at HighworthiRec
ot bt

Keep your little ones swimming and

nyone for bowls?

you in the right direction and introduce you to the game.
No need to book in advance. Should you be unable to
attend the open weekend, you're most welcome to come
along to the club and take a look around at another time.
During the summer, you'll find the club in use most
evenings, Friday, and weekend afternoons. We have plenty
of seating around the green for spectators, and what
could be more relaxing on a warm summer’s afternoon
than watching a game of bowls?

For more information, please contact our membership
secretary, Christine Biles, or visit our website.
Kevin Brown
E: christine.biles@btinternet.com
W: www.highworthbowlsclub.org

learning a valuable life skill by signing them

up to our Halo learn to swim programme.

Group Swimming Lessons: Children can learn to swim within a friendly
instructor lead group session. Lessons take place Monday-Saturday.

One to One Private Swimming Lessons: These lessons either follow the
Swim England national plan or they may just be to work on specific areas
of weakness for a short period.

All of our lessons are 30 minute sessions and run weekly all year around

(apart from two week break at Christmas). Our Halo Swim School lessons
are taken by approved Swim England qualified teachers.

www.haloleisure.org.uk
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OUR REPRESENTATIVE

News from Justin Tomlinson MP

I was very sad to see Chris and Heather
announce their well-earned retirement from
the Highworth market after 38 years of
running their popular fruit and veg stall. As a
regular customer it was a real pleasure getting
to know them. They were always beavering
away with a smile, despite their extraordinarily
early starts, and they will certainly be missed!

In April, I was delighted to meet with Mike
Harrison to discuss the innovative work he has
been doing to support young people at risk of
joining gangs/committing knife crimes. Mike, an
armed forces veteran, has great insight and
firsthand experience of educating those most at
risk and he is hoping to offer his supportive
schemes to local schools
(www.greentreesforestschools.co.uk), something
| have been happy to assist with through
introductions. Whilst the government and police
have been cracking down on this menace, | have
long been pushing for more constructive
activities to keep young people engaged. It is
clear the greater opportunities that young

people have, the less likely they will drift towards HIGHWORTH & DISTRICT

gangs or anti-social behaviour.

Mike Hattison and Justin Tomfinson

LION CLUBS

On local issues, | continue to press for a decision from
Swindon Borough Council regarding the future of the
former Highworth Golf Course. Working with the _
fantastic Save Highworth Golf Course volunteers, your -
borough councillors and Highworth Town Council, we [5
are united in pressing for this becoming a community 5‘I:

asset. The delays, broken promises and meetings W

behind closed doors are unacceptable. Highworth is %ﬁgﬂ“\\&

already seeing over 1,000 new homes over five years —

it is only fair that this is offset by protecting this vital CHAR’TY SHOP
community green space.

Finally, | was delighted to welcome students from in Ne“rbur‘(_{h Place
Warneford School to my community office for the first =
round of work experience weeks. Every year | welcome Open: Tues - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm

a huge mixture of students from different schools, and Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm

itis aIWayS interesting to bl’ing them together and Help us to ileip Dthers b)r dondtlng }.vour
hear their different views and opinions — we certainly good quality unwanted items of

; | ;

have some lively debates! We are always‘ looking fc?r. Clothing, Bric-a-brac, Toys and

students aged 14 to 15 who have a passion for politics L3k S
small items of Furniture,

and would like to join in, so please get in touch if this is
you or someone you know. et Call' 01793 766800
A0 : during shop hours
" Charity Number 255690

Justin Tomlinson MP
E: justin.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
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HIGHWORTH
NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN 2

HAVE YOUR SAY ON IMPORTANT
PLANNING POLICIES THAT WILL SHAPE
THE FUTURE OF
HIGHWORTH, SEVENHAMPTON AND HAMPTON

REGULATION 14 PUBLIC CONSULTATION
11th MAY TO 24th JUNE

B DN WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?

When decisions are made on any
development in our town the Swindon
Borough Local Plan and Highworth
Neighbourhood Plan policies must be
considered. The plan seeks to shape,
direct and help deliver sustainable
development by influencing the
planning policies and decisions made
by Swindon Borough Council.

WHERE AND WHEN CAN | GO TO VIEW
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2?

Highworth Town Council will be holding face to face public events
in order for you to ask questions and for you to provide your invaluable feedback.
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Public consultations will take place in the Highworth Town Council community room,
3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth on the following dates:

Saturday 11th May. 9am until 2pm / Thursday 16th May. 6pm until 9pm

Saturday 15th June. 9am until 2pm / Thursday 20th June. 6pm until 9pm

HOW TO VIEW THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2 IF YOU
CANNOT ATTEND A CONSULTATION

You can go online by visiting the
Highworth Town Council website at www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Alternatively you can view the Neighbourhood Plan 2 documents at the locations below:

Highworth Town Council Offices, 3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth.
The Highworth Visitor Centre, 7 High Street, Highworth.
Highworth Library, Brewery Street, Highworth.

Highworth Community Centre, The Dormers, Highworth.

www.highworthlink.co.uk



HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

K o,

SATURDAY 4TH MAY 2024
10AM TILL 4PM
Here is just a little taster of what the day holds!!
\ Church bells from 9:30am
b ’ Official Opening by The Mayor
80

Elias Performing Arts ‘% ’
g@& Noisy Oyster (street entertainer) \ @
Morris Men
!’ Jack in the Green & Dancing around the Maypole @ S0
‘@g& Kawabana (street entertainer) QE @ )
Q. & Richard (street entertainer) M
Jack in the Green - Strip the Jack
Ruby (singer)
School Parade
Morris Men
We also have over 60 independent stalls, licensed bar, food outlets, farm animals,
balloon artist, stilt walkers, face painting and live music.

Y So much to entertain the whole family all day, we look forward to seeing you all!

S r HIGHWORTH

m“"“-"tonéwtb']aﬂtﬁﬁ mtiéngxteh' -& \\ SKATEPARK EVENT

SATURDAY
29TH JUNE 2024
1AM TO 2PM

\

o

SEE QUR WRBAYH'ERA GASKTS

MWW..Hi@HWO RTHTOWNCOUNCIL._GOV.UK
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REPRESENTATIVES

News from
Highworth’s Mayor

I recently gave the town'’s
best wishes to Chris and
Heather on their
retirement. They had the
vegetable stall at
Highworth'’s Saturday
market for 38 years.

| reflected on this
achievement and realised
many people had also had
jobs for 38 years. | asked myself, “What is
different? Did | get up at a ridiculously early hour,
drive my van to the market place, unload my
office or my workshop, construct it, fill it with
produce, all by eight o'clock in the morning? Did
| then stand for six or more hours serving
customers in all weathers? And when trading
finished, did | put my unsold stock back in the
van, deconstruct my office or my workshop, load
it on the van and drive home, knowing that | was
going to repeat it the next day and the next for
38 years?! Of course not!

Chris and Heather deserved the best send off
into their retirement we could offer. It was a
pleasure to see so many loyal customers present
and Chris and Heather spoke to each of them.
The traders and customers had jointly raised a
princely sum for a gift, presenting them with two
matching garden ornaments of wading birds - |
presume they were herons (my ornithological
skills are sadly lacking), but | am sure there were
no egrets. They also received cash to buy a
luxury item of their own choosing. Their thanks
to all were truly heartfelt.

I know regular Saturday shoppers will miss them
a great deal. | think they were actually an
institution in themselves and will be long-
remembered. Also, many of our young people
will remember them for giving them their first
Saturday job, working outdoors on their stall and
in all weathers.

Thank you Chris and Heather for your 38 years of
loyal service. Three cheers indeed!

Keith Smith, Mayor

HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN

Keith Smith, Flat 35, High Street SN6 7AQ
07836 382827 keith.smith@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

DEPUTY MAYOR & VICE-CHAIRMAN

Anthony Houghton, 40 The Dormers, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7NZ

01793 266473 Mob: 07880 793062
anthony.houghton@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Simon Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 7SL

07850 468095 simon.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Gemma Dennis, 34 Sevenfields, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7NF
07743 859874 gemma.dennis@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

lan Durin-Duffy, 78A Westrop, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7HJ
07821937159 ian.durninduffy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA

01793 226337 nick.gardiner@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Lesley Gow, 23 Queens Avenue, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7BA
07840 273750 lesley.gow@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Fraser Haines, 222 Windrush, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7EE
01793861109 Mob: 07939 032451
fraser.haines@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Natalie Key, 30 The Willows, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7PG
07971 485359 natalie.key@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Julie Murphy, Rosedene, Inglesham SN6 7RA
07803 602568 julie.murphy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Paul Newton-Smith, 41 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07939 467907 paul.newton-smith@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Graeme Olley, 97 Eastrop SN6 7PP
Work: 01793 763700 graeme.olley@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Kenneth Saunders, 343 Windrush SN6 7EF
01793 763071 Mob: 07968 640136
ken.saunders@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk
Richard Williams, 7 Park Avenue SN6 7AW
07789781151 richard.williams@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA
01793 226337 Mob: 07392 871243
Ngardiner3@swindon.gov.uk
Vijay Manro, 38 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07545 429367 vmanro3@swindon.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk

Council Offices
3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth SN6 7FB
Tel. 01793 762377 / 763511

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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CHURCHES

St. Michael’s Church Highworth

The church is open daily for private prayer.

10:15am Sunday Service

We meet in church and stream live at
www.twitch.tv/stmichaelshighworth or on YouTube by
searching St. Michael’s Church Highworth.

Morning Worship is held on the first, third and fifth
Sundays of the month. Holy Communion is held on
the second and fourth Sundays of the month.

8:45am Holy Communion
On the first Sunday of the month.

10:15am Midweek Communion

On the third Wednesday of each month, from 11am.
Coffee and cake will be served from 10:15am.
Prayers

Tuesday Prayers from 9am.

Friday Blessings from 9:15am.

The second and fourth Mondays sees Prayer Hour in the
Church Room at the new time of 7.30pm.

Special Services

9 May, Ascension Day Service, at 7:30pm.

We remember those who love and miss

Gordon Charles Ockwell
William Gardner

Janet Kinch
David Williams

We welcome in Holy Baptism

Evelyn Kinnear

Praying for the roads in the town

05 May The Green and Grove Hill.
12 May Grove Orchard and Hammond Close (includes
Cobbett Court and Styles Court).

19May Hampton and Hanover House.

26 May Highworth's schools: for all who work or attend
Blackworth Industrial Estate: for all who work
there.

St. Leonard’s Parish Church
Stanton Fitzwarren

Sunday 5 May Morning Praise, 9:30am.

Sunday 12 May  Family Service, Pentecost, 11am.

Sunday 19 May  Team Service at St Margaret’s
Stratton, 10am.

Sunday 26 May = Holy Communion, 9:30am.

Stanton Coffee morning will be on Wednesday 14
May at Stanton House Hotel. We will meet at 10:30am
for coffee and a chat before hearing from our speaker,
Rachael Laing Smith, editor of the Highworth Link
magazine, at 11am, and we usually finish by 12 noon.

The church building will be open every Wednesday in
school term time from 10am to 4pm, or you can
‘phone Liz and Roger on 01793 762935 to organise for
the building to be left open for you to visit safely.

There may be changes to this schedule. Please go to
www.stantonchurch.info for updates.

25/4/2024

husband, Dad, Gramp and Great Gramp.
Jean, Beverley, Sharon and families.

With thanks to all those who have sponsored
the floodlighting of St. Michael’s Church

Frank Dean — Remembering and missing a dearly loved

21/5/2024
In loving memory of Eric Craigie.
Sadly missed by Joan, Emma, Kate and all your family.

Floodlighting forms are available from St. Michael’s Church office, Vicarage Lane, or the Church website at
www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk/floodlighting. Your dedication will appear in this magazine.

All submissions to the Church Office by Friday 25 April for the June 2024 publication.

E: office@stmichaelshighworth.co.uk « www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk
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SE I SE - A
s s SWIMATHON

Highworth Twinning Association IN AID OF THE SWINDON DOWN'S SYNDROME GROUP
HELPING OUR MEMBERS WITH DOWN'S SYNDROME TO LEAD FULFILLING LIVES

€,
Safari Lunch SUNDAY 23 JUNE 2024 from 10am

HIGHWORTH RECREATION CENTRE

THE ELMS, HIGHWORTH, SN6 7DD

A Charity Swimathon promoted especially for the entrants to
J une 2 0 2 4 raise funds for a club, organisation or charity of their choice

MON | TUE |WED |THU |FRI |SAT |SUN

Date for your diary!

1

10 11 12 13 14 15

17 18 19 20 21 22

2
9
16
23 . b T ;
24 |25 |26 |27 |28 |29 K30 )
For further information, entry forms and sponsorship forms

visit www.rotaryswindonnorth.org.uk and go to the SWIMATHON page
or phone 07710 228697 or email rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com

Details to follow...Details to follow..

WITH GRATEFUL THANKS TO SPECSAVERS (SWINDON) FOR THEIR FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE ROTARY SWIMATHON 2024

TRefreshments
served

Craft Group q 3 Vicarage Lane, Highworth SN6 7DG
“ Tel: 01793 764544
; A Website: h
TueSday’ 7th & 215 ] sl | www.highworthmethodistchurch.org.uk Wednesday, 8°
10aMm-1pMm / bvw.facebook.com/HighworthMethodist 2.30pm
. Church

www.highworthlink.co.uk 41



USEFUL CONTACTS

e

-

LOC

L CON

C

EMERGENCY NON-EMERGENCY
Police, Fire, Ambulance  Emergency 999 Police Non-Emergency 101
Gas Emergency 0800111999  NHS Non-Emergency 111
Electricity Emergency 105 Pest Control Non-Emergency 07789781151
Water Emergency 08003169 800
BUSES DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS SCHOOLS
Stagecoach Swindon 01793 521415 Highworth Surgery 01793762218 Eastrop Infants 01793 763772
Thamesdown Transport 01793 428400 Elm Tree Surgery, (Shrivenham) 01793 782207 Southfield Junior 01793762210
Dial-a-Ride 01793 616050 Great Western Hospital 01793 604020 Westrop Primary 01793 762897
Comn?umty Transport 01793617828 Warneford Secondary 01793 762426
Traveline 08712002233 LIBRARY
COLLEGES Highworth Library 01793 463500 TAXIS
Cirencester College 01285 640994 RECREATION Veezu 01793701701
New College Swindon Highworth Rec 01793 762602 TRAINS
Queens Road Campus 01793 611470 i ) -
Swindon College Campus 01793 491591 PHARMACIES National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950
i Great Western Railways 03457 000125

LAW & ORDER rldhwortn farmacy e Disabled and Assistec{ Travel 08001971329
Crimestoppers 0800555111 Home Farm Pharmacy 01793 861392
Victim Supportline 08081689 111 Jones Graham Pharmacy
Action F ppd 0300123 2030 (Shrivenham) 01793783336 OTHER SERYICES

ction Frau Citizens Advice Bureau 08444994114
COUNCILS PRESCHOOL/NURSERY Trading Standards (business) 0207 830 6000
Highworth Town Council 01793762377 Eastrop Nursery 01793763772 Trading Standards (consumers) 03454 04 05 06
Swindon Borough Council 01793 463000 Westrop Nursery 01793762897 Alcohol and Drug Service 01793 695405
Streetsmart 01793 445501 Westgate Nursery Pest Control 08000 988652
FIRE SAFETY School & Créche 01793 861268 Samaritans 01793 537373
Home fire safety check 0800 389 7849 South Marston Pre-school 01793 823379 Women's Refuge 01793610610

High Worth LINK magaZi N€ published under the auspices of Highworth Churches Together.
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Publishers: The Leadership of Highworth

Churches Together
Editor: Rachael Laing Smith

E: editor@highworthlink.co.uk

Production: Simon French
T: 07716 197236

E: highworthlink72@gmail.com

Advertising: Debbie Hodgson

E: advertising@highworthlink.co.uk

Highworth Distribution: Clive Hall

T: 07801 365282

E: clive7045@btinternet.com

Peter Croton
T:01793 762025

Villages Distribution: Keith Ratcliffe

T:01793 861122
Treasurer: David Roblin

Highworth Link,

c/oThe Bridge Centre,

8a Sheep Street, Highworth
SN6 7AA

Highworth LINK magazine is published
monthly except in January and August.

Opinions expressed or implied in any
contributions are not necessarily those of the
editor or management committee.

No responsibility can be accepted for any
error of fact in the magazine or website.
Please inform the editor of any errors so they
can be rectified.

Contributions:

May be published in the magazine and/or the
web. Make clear any limitations you have
about what, how and when we may publish
your contribution.

Email is preferred; otherwise deliver to The
Bridge Centre.

Make sure you are writing for a general
audience, not just your own organisation.
News stories should not exceed 150 words. If
it's too long we will ask you to cut it. Articles

may be longer but get in touch first to save
the annoyance of a rejection. Photographs
and advertising artwork should be clear, with
good contrast. JPEG electronic format is
preferred. The print process requires images
ideally to be 300dpi for best results, low
resolution images, that appear clear on
screen, will print blurred depending on the
size and resolution of the image supplied.

Make sure any people in photos agree that
the photo can be published in the magazine
and web. Get parental consent in the case of
minors.

We reserve the right to edit contributions and
to not publish any contribution or
advertisement that is either unsuitable for our
format or is inconsistent with our editorial
policy.

Submission Deadlines:

1st of the month before publication - news,
articles, advertising and letters.

www.highworthlink.co.uk



§ Garden Maintenance,
.n.r'emf Lawn

- LUKE SHAYLER

Telephone

- 01793 766881

~ Mobile
07833 752426

293 The Cullerns,
Highworth SN6 ZNW

Garden Maintenanee.

I i(e.;ha)d er5@gmail.com I

REMOVE GARDEN"WASTE
SMALL OR LARGE JOBS

CONTACT BAZ

bazz aqu@gmail.cbi’n

HOME PLAN

Plans drawn for Extensions,
Conversions & New Builds
Free Estimates NO VAT Call Rod

01793 762368 or

07798 864291
www.home-plan-design.co.uk

Brows - Nails - Lashes - Piercings
Semi-permanent Makeup
FacesooK : Sage Beauty - INSTAGRAM : Sagebeauty_nm
FRESHA BOOKING : Sage Beauty

Appointment only - Call Natalie
Highworth 07710 657040

Find my PRICE LIST on PAGE 21 of April's Highworth Link:

www highworthlink.co.uk/2020-magazines-2/

IAN NICKELS
PLASTERING

All work insidefoutside

+ RENDERING + COVING
+ CEILINGS « WALLS
+ SKIMMING + INSURANCE WORK

Over 40 years' experience — apprentice serviced
For all your plastering needs

lanNickels66@hotmail.com « Tel: 07790 273725

L.N.E

Lee Newson Flectrical
Domestic » Commercial « Industrial
L L= H

CONTRACTOR
Millbrook House, Westrop, Highworth SN6 7QH

leenewsonelectrical@yahoo.com
07860622122

We are now able to offer more hairdressing
appointments, alternatively ‘walk-ins' may
also be available

01793 762 929

Eracke_tl Screens e Water Damage
5 Purt[!harger[!hanges
Replacement Baﬂkenes
i Diagnosing Faullts

Warren Saunders « 07393 521793

Acupuncture

An effective treatment for many
health problems.

Hazel Andrews ucac macs
7 Ash Gardens, South Marston

01793 827507

www.acuhome.co.uk

G. R. ACKLING

DECORATOR

Apprenticeship Served

Advanced City & Guilds
Qualified

Free Estimates

Call (01793) 764983

Edward Moss

Picture Framing

Framing at a competitive price

www.mosswildlifeart.com
Instagram: @mosswildlifeart

i

5 Inside Out 4.
4 »
‘2 Services *}.

Need help in your Home or Garden?
Local family business offers high quality services
Professional house cleaning + General maintenance & repairs
Interior painting & decorating « Interior window cleaning
Gardening + Shed & fence painting + General repairs & DIY jobs
NO JOB TO SMALL » FULLY INSURED
For a reliable and trustworthy service contact Richard
Phone: 01793 725091 or 07443 951066
Email: insideoutservices100@gmail.com

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)

Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

lEANI

CLFFSC

WEN ERALS

“lre

(AR

Contact Cl|ff cllff sellars@gm all com

< 07506 698718
3 NOJOBTOO SMAU.{

¥

City and Guilds Qualified
* Lime Plastering and Rendering
* Skimming of Walls and Ceilings
* Interior/Exterior Rendering
* Interior/Exterior Painting
* Covering Artex * Repairs
* Clean and Reliable

For a free quote please call Adam
79 4187

www.highworthlink.co.uk 43



WILTSHIRE

We Install A Wide Range Of Inspiring _
Products To Suit Your Every Need

Windows « Doors « Roofline (Fascia, Soffit & Guttering) |
Conservatories « Conservatory Roofs « Bifold Doors
Cladding - Secondary Glazing

No Gimmicks - Just Honest Prices

Request your free quote today! e WA
01793 727 668
info@wiltshirewindows.co.uk f

www.wiltshirewindows.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL, GENUINE, FAMILY RUN COMPANY

Coming Soon - Showroom Opening!



