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one hour online chat

ACCOUNTS
BOOKKEEPING
TAX

BUSINESS ADVICE

REQUEST A FREE COPY
OF OUR HOLIDAY
BROCHURE!

SRR e, e e

4 Castles, Canterbury, i Weymouth North Devon and
_,',,_,f-' Kent Folkestone Mon 1st April 2024 | Exmoor, lifracombe
B8 Mon 1st April 2024 ] 5 Days: From £429 ¥ Fri 5th April 2024 [{ Fri 5th April 2024
| 5Days: From £599 | Inc. Christchurch, * 4 Days: From £379 &4 Days: From £349
~Includes Eastbourne, fl Sandbank's Ferry, Includes Wells, I Including Fowey,
~ Walmer Castle, Deal, F Swanage, Poole, 8 Dunster, Barnstaple, ¥ Padstow, Polperro,
Rye, Chapel Down [ West Bay, Lyme Woolacombe, & Mevagissey,
Winery, Canterbury & Regis, Chesil Beach Bideford, Affinity -
& Rochester. * and Lyndhurst. & Shopping Centre,
e & Minehead.

o,
"

2 www.highworthlink.co.uk

The Best of Cornwall | Boundless South
fina Weekend, Looe

r

=ewn

a Coast Beauty, g‘
¥ Bournemouth Er
" Mon 29th Apr 2024 *

i 5 Days: From £599
Including Isle of
Wight with Blue
Badge Guide,
Highcliffe Castle and |
Abbotsbury
Swannery!




EDITORIAL

Welcome from the Editor

Exciting news, folks! It's a Leap Year!

| know it might seem like a weird thing, but adding an
extra day every four years is simply to keep our
calendar aligned correctly with the astronomical
seasons. As you know, a year in our calendar has 365
days, whereas a year of our earth travelling around the
sun is approximately 365.25 days. So you can see that
without the 29 February every four years our calendar
and the seasons would gradually get out of sync.

You might think it's even weirder that I'm getting
excited about a leap year, but the way | see it we get
the joy of an extra day. A whole 24-hours bonus.

So what will you do with your extra day?

In times past, 29 February was also known as ‘Ladies
Privilege’as it was the one day when women were free
to propose to men... so now’s your chance, girls! Or
maybe the sun will shine and you'll get out and about
since, according to folklore, the weather always

Front Cover image: Staff at TT Linnets say farewell, story
page 5. Keith Davidson Photography

changes on Friday in a leap
year. Maybe that'll give you
farmers some hope. You
even have one extra day to
read this issue of LINK
magazine!

I'm going to plan to do
something lovely,
something that means 29
February 2024 isn't just
another ordinary day. Why
don’t you join me and make the day count by meeting
up with someone you've not seen for a while? Or
maybe take a new route home from work or shopping,
surprise a stranger with a gift, or start a new hobby.
Whatever it is, let it be joyful.

And happy birthday to you leaplings (people who are
born on 29 February)! Are there any of you out there?

oA

| 2 [»
ﬂgls come
;07841106717 or

Email: phil.goodey @gmail.com
For more information

Ny, QULZ
 VEGHT

CHARITY QUIZ AND PLOUGHMAN'S

A fund-raising Quiz with a Ploughman's Supper of bread, cheese, pite, celery, lomatoes,
pickles, ehutney & butter followed by & f heme.

FRIDAY 8 MARCH 2024

Supermarine Foolball Club
Senndon, SN3 487
6.30pm for a prompt 7pm start

Enter a team of 4 to 6 people

Prizes for the winning team and the runners up

Tickets: £15 per person
‘Cash bar with a limited selection of drinks

For mora information and tickets contact
Ken Winslow

Email: rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com
Phone: 07710 228697

An event organised jointly by the Rotary Club of Swind

North and Tt
and the Inner Wheel Club of North Wiltshire. All the proceeds will go to Wiltshire
Treehouse (Reg charity No. 11_58?19] whm offers bn_lmmam support for

children and young people in & T believes
every child and young person should have access to support during their grieving

. It enables those in our local communities lo improve the coping strategies,
skills and confidence needed io baetter manage daily life.
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FIRST THOUGHTS

Winner!l....

You need never fail! You can always be ultimately
victorious. That sounds presumptuous, but this is a
revelation from the One who built this universe.
Read this:‘Now thanks be to God who always leads
us in triumph in Christ...! (2 Corinthians 2:14)

God wants you to ultimately triumph in every situation
in your life, but He does that by leading you. If you
want to be on your own rather than being led by God
then this article is not for you. However, if you are
willing to be led by God then this is exciting! No one
can lead you unless they have your mind focused on
them and that’s exactly what God asks of us, to focus

our minds on Him and not our problems. Consider this:

‘You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on You, because he trusts in You. (Isaiah 26:3)

scripture. To meditate is to mull over something, in this
case the scriptures.

You are what you think. If your thoughts are gloomy,
griping, and grumbling you will get the corresponding
results! However, if you spend time reading the
scriptures and meditating on them God guarantees
you ultimate victory.

Let me close with this scripture:

‘..But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law
he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree... And
whatever he does shall prosper. (Psalm 1:2-3)

Meditating on God'’s word produces faith, obedience,
prayer, and power.

Happy New Year.

The word translated peace is the Hebrew shalom. It
implies welfare, health, joy and prosperity. God will do
this if we stay (focus) our minds on Him. Staying your
mind on God is achieved by constant meditation on

Success for Highworth Cider Project

Thank you to everyone who bought cider and cider vinegar at the
2023 Christmas Light Switch on. We sold so much cider that
we were able to buy a second-hand 40-litre press and
replace the rubber bladder in our 80-litre press,
plus we made a donation of £150 to the
Highworth Community Shed

Richard, Cecilia and Zara presented the cheque to
Sue (Chair) and Gary (Shed Manager) who explained
that the donation would alleviate the pressure of
covering higher insurance costs and other Shed
outgoings.

Watch out for us selling cider at the May Day festival
g and check out Highworth

® Shed’s Facebook page and
Eventbrite for courses running
now.

If you wish to make an order for
cider just scan the QR code to
find us. If you know of any
events where we can have a
stall, then let us
know — more
cider sales means
| more community
money!

Rev'd Joseph Riberio
Highworth Methodist Church

Highworth
Flower Club

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday 1 February, 7:30pm, at
Warneford School where Anna
Steven will be our demonstrator,
speaking on ‘Seasonal Splendour".

Doors open at 7pm with plenty of
space for parking in the school car
park. Visitors are welcome at an
entry price of £5 and we look
forward to welcoming you.

07798 817249 (Michelle)
www.highworthflowerclub.co.uk

To advertise in
The Highworth Link
contact

deb.hodgson@tiscali.co.uk
or visit
www.highworthlink.co.uk
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COMMUNITY

Farewell to a Highworth Gem

I have had occasion to photograph many emotional
events over the past years, but this must be among
the saddest of those.

Highworth has been fortunate, for the past six years, to
have been home to one of the most welcoming social
venues that | have ever known. Not just what |
consider to be the best coffee served in Highworth,
but a place for meeting and socialising with a wide
variety of people. From the warm welcome to the
large, shared space tables, this has been a major part
of Highworth’s heartbeat.

| refer, or course, to TT Linnets. A gem of a place which
sadly closed its doors for the last time on 30 December
2023. 1 can't quite put my finger on it but, for some
reason, this place just worked. Whether it was the
coffee, the cake, the décor, or the atmosphere
engendered by just the right mix of staff, | don’t know.
But it simply did. A clientele from across the social

Snowdrops at Cotswold Farm

Join us for our Open Weekend from Saturday 17 to
Sunday 18 February, 11am to 3pm.

We are also open every Monday, 11am to 3pm,
throughout February.

Cotswold Farm is a beautiful Cotswolds Arts and
Crafts garden in a stunning location overlooking a
quiet valley on descending levels with a terrace
designed by Norman Jewson in the 1930s. We have
an established snowdrop collection with over 80
varieties, named and naturalised, in the borders and
along the woodland paths. A winter step garden with

scale met and chatted in a most relaxed atmosphere
whilst succumbing to the contents of the cake cabinet
or the waft of warm cheese and ham croissants
coming from the kitchen.

Lindsay built a superb team of baristas for whom
nothing was too much trouble. Kelsey, Marie, Caleb,
Summer, and Sophie, ably supported by Brian. Always
a friendly greeting and, even in the busiest of times, a
smile and a look that made you feel as though you
were the only customer being served.

| first heard of the impending closure back in July and
was optimistic that a buyer could be found to keep the
heart beating. Sadly, this has not happened, and we
must thank and say goodbye to Lindsay and her crew,
wishing them all the absolute best for the future.

Perhaps, by the time this goes to print, | will have had a
lottery win and bought this beating heart!

Keith Davidson Photography

scents and textures leads down to the magical bog
garden with streams and waterfalls.

£7.50 adult entrance (cash or contactless), children
can enter free of charge. Refreshments are available
and snowdrop bulbs can be purchased.

Additional Open Garden Weekends in 2024 include
1 and 2 June, and 31 August to 1 September.

Supporting National Garden Scheme (NGS) and A
Rocha.

www.highworthlink.co.uk 5



COMMUNITY

Swindon and District Samaritans Turn Blues into Brews

Brew Monday is a Samaritans takeover of Blue Monday  As well as reaching out to family and friends for a cuppa

- the third Monday in January which is often dubbed and a chat it’s also possible to raise vital funds for

the most difficult day of the year (although there’s no Swindon and District Samaritans to help ensure there's
scientific evidence to back this up). We're encouraging always someone there for anyone who's going
everyone to get together for cuppa and a catch-up at through a tough time.

any time, not justin January. People can donate whatever feels right to them. If they

At Samaritans we know there’s no such thing as Blue want to, they can bring their own cuppa and cake
Monday and that feeling whilst donating what it
low isn't just reserved for usually costs. A donation
Mondays, so we're saying of £5 is all it takes to cover
out with the blue and in SAMARITANS the costs of Samaritans

with the brew! answering a call for help.

For Brew Monday 2024, If you need to know more,
Swindon and District Samaritans is inviting everyone to please reach out: swindon@samaritans.org

hold a Brew Monday to catch up over a cuppa - it's such
a lovely way to check in with the people you care about.
It doesn’t matter if it's a Monday morning or a Saturday
night, or if you're drinking green tea, black coffee or
orange juice! It also doesn’t matter if you catch up in Telephone 116 123 — calls are free
person, virtually, or over the phone. If you're sharing a jo@samaritans.org
cuppa and listening, then you're helping to make a

difference in beating the winter blues.

Samaritans are always here every hour of every day of
the year - talk to us any time you like, in your own way,
about whatever’s getting to you.

HALF TERM 0.
ACTIVITY DAY |Offs

The Future of Ia)d ' ’ 3-5pm Thursday 15th February

As a country we rely on a complex collection of farmers, In St Michael's Church
importers, distributors, and retailers to feed us all. In our Craft, activities, cake -free but donations welcome
next talk, What might a sustainable food system look

like? Local organic farmer Jamie Carr will argue that this is Why ot stay for tea (a free hot meal)
not only a fragile arrangement which promotes short- 5.30 - 6.30pm - bring the family

term profit over long-term health and sustainability but e A AR
that there are lots of better ways forward. : P i.' / / /M
Drawing on over ten years of working in the organic
vegetable industry, he will lead discussion on topics such as
short supply chains, how much land do we really need to
feed everyone and, crucially, how much will all this cost? We
will also cover how different systems have radically different

outcomes for the planet and what might happen if we don't
change soon.

We will meet on Thursday 22 February at Highworth
Methodist Church on Lechlade Road, Highworth, from
7:30pm to 9pm. There is limited parking, refreshments are
available, and it is free to attend the talks.

\
+PDam=12 P g
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“M.J DOWELL LANDSCAPING
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1993

FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE
STERVGEYINGRYDN G

« ALL TYPES OF DRIVEWAYS

. PATIOS

. FENCING

. TURFING

. SHED BASES

. FOUNDATIONS & BRICKWORK
. DRAINAGE/CONCRETING

. ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS
FREE NO OBLIGATT
QUOTATT

CALL 01367 243053 MOB 07767 241301
EMAIL: INFO.DOWELLLANDSCAPING @ GMAIL.COM

f

FIND US: @MJDOWELLLANDSCAPINGANDBUILDINGSERVICES

Kéep your little ones swimming

Ask AMS

Can | claim Flat Rate Expenses

when working abroad?

The normal way to claim expenses when
overseas is to record your actual travelling
expenses (including flights, taxis,
accommodation and meals). You have to be
disciplined and convert any foreign currency
payments into Sterling for the actual
transaction date.

However, it may well be worth using the HMRC
benchmark rates for employees/directors who
are required to travel abroad. These
benchmark rates give the daily rates for food
and accommodation (not travel costs) that you
can claim, without needing to keep receipts.
The benchmark rates, for various cities/
countries, are available on the HMRC website.
Peter Bromiley ACA

01793 818400

M ICAEW
3 Youlube ﬁm m ‘és CHARTERED
www.ams-accountancy.co.uk £& ACCOUNTANTS

learning a valuable life skill by signing them

up to our Halo learn to swim programme.

Group Swimming Lessons: Children can learn to swim within a friendly
instructor lead group session. Lessons take place Monday-Saturday.

One to One Private Swimming Lessons: These lessons either follow the
Swim England national plan or they may just be to work on specific areas

of weakness for a short period.

All of our lessons are 30 minute sessions and run weekly all year around
(apart from two week break at Christmas). Our Halo Swim School lessons
are taken by approved Swim England qualified teachers.

www.haloleisure.org.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk




COMMUNITY

Start a New Year, a New Hobby or a New Skill

With the start of a new year, many people make New
Year resolutions to realise a personal goal. If this is
something that appeals to you, how about starting a
new hobby or learn more about your local history?

The National Trust’s Buscot and Coleshill Estate

SN6 7PT, which has only recently been fully opened to
visitors, is within easy local reach of Faringdon,
Highworth and Lechlade.

One of the biggest draws for visitors to Coleshill is the
Heritage and Rural Skills Centre showcasing expert
craftspeople who can teach people about the skills
that created and restored great houses and estates like
Coleshill. This is where you can start the new year with
a new hobby or learn more about bygone heritage
conservation skills with a beginner’s or hobbyist’s
course on blacksmithing, lime plastering or carving
(wood or stone).

Tom Ball is one of the Estate’s expert craftspeople and
a Lead Woodcarving Lecturer at City and Guilds of
London Art School. In November 2023, he won the
Heritage Crafts Woodworker of the Year Award 2023

ChipsAway

and received his
£2,000 prize and
trophy at a
presentation at St
George’s College,
Windsor Castle.

Coleshill’s Old
Carpenters Yard -
aptly named for
the trade that
was historically
carried on here -
features a
second-hand bookshop, café and welcome centre. The
bookshop offers a wealth of interesting pre-loved
books where book lovers can easily spend a whole day
browsing round the well-stocked shelves. The newly
renovated café has recently been taken over by Blakes
Kitchen, well-known for baking their own bread every
day and offering delicious sweets and savouries.

Tom Ball, weodworker

The Buscot and Coleshill Estate is somewhere new to
go for coffee, breakfast or lunch, sign up for a new
hobby or skill, or have an enjoyable family day out.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/oxfordshire-buckinghamshire-
berkshire/heritage-and-rural-skills-centre

@ *Truslpilot
LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED [ [ | o | |
. / N
Vehicle damaged? S=EilI=mSEl) -
Don't delay, repair it today Highworth Twinning Associetion
Trip to our Twin Town
» Alloy Repair? » Minor Dents? Wassenberg, Germany
Depart: Thursday May 9th 2024
Return: Sunday May 12th 2024
Travel by coach and Eurotunnel
Call or go online today for your FREE estimate Cost: £200 approx
Unit 3, Central Trading Estate, Signal Way, Swindon, SN3 1PD Accommodation, meals and visits will be
- provided by our German hosts
0784] 096883 | 01793 881 883 If you are interested, or would like more details, please contact
WWW.Chipsaway.CO.UR.{SWindon Richard Pearce on 07513 009044 or riinpearcehta@gmail.com /

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Celebrations for Southfield Girls’ Team

Against stiff opposition from girls’
football teams from Swindon primary
schools, Southfield Girls smashed
through to earn their place in the
Wiltshire tournament where they will
play against teams from around the
county.

The girls’ training has paid off and they are
so excited to be representing Swindon as
they move forward in the tournament. A
mix of year 5 and year 6 students, the girls
say the best thing about football is the fun
they have and working as a team. Training
once or twice a week with Neil, their
‘Inspired Football’ coach, the girls were
quick to praise him explaining, ‘He's
different to other coaches. He’s calm, not -
mean!’ - Photograph: Neil George
Head of School Mrs O’Sullivan said, ‘This is
the first all-girls team Southfield have had in almost 20  game and win together, said one player.’And don't be
years. We're so proud of all our students and the whole  scared to play football. (‘Cos you can beat the boys!’)
school is backing our girls’team as they head to the
next part of the tournament.

Special thanks to Richard James estate agents for
kindly sponsoring the school football kit which both
‘Southfield isnt a competitive school, we're not trying the girls and mixed teams love wearing to represent
to be better than each other. We all get to be part of a Southfield.

Fairford and District Choral Society Delight Audience

The concert on Saturday 2 December
2023 took us on a journey through
oratorio excerpts through the ages.
With helpful and carefully researched

introductions to each item read by q
James Chute, the choir treated us to
music ranging from Vivaldi, Bach,
and Handel to Mozart, Mendelssohn,
and Fauré. : "
The contrasting styles and moods made Jan CroBel = Barysio * .
for a pleasingly varied programme and : -4
the choir’s enthusiasm transmitted itself to the The choir was ably accompanied by organist lan
audience, despite the temperature in the church. Crabbe who contributed further variety with solos by
The choir’s conductor, Marysia Gorska-Saj, in this her Bach and César Franck. The final item, a spirited
final concert, did much to encourage the musical rendition of the Hallelujah chorus brought the evening
lines, and careful attention had been paid to speeds to a rousing conclusion. The smiles told of a concert
and dynamics. well received.

Colin Dowdeswell

www.highworthlink.co.uk 9



COMMUNITY

Five Ways to Change Your Mindset on Money

and Reclaim Control
Build a budget

We all have so many things to pay for and with a mix of
bills, food, treats, subscriptions and unexpected costs,
managing money can feel overwhelming at times.
Building a budget can help you see your financial
situation more clearly, meaning you'll be able to make
decisions about where to cut costs and feel more in
control. There are lots of free budgeting resources and
tips available online, including
www.capuk.org/budgeting.

Talk to others

Struggling with money can be an extremely isolating
experience. This can become a vicious cycle as we're
less likely to seek help and support when we feel
alone. By sharing our worries and experiences with
another person, we start to take back control and
lessen the burden that we've been carrying alone. If
you'd rather speak to someone impartial, you might
find it useful to contact an organisation such as
Samaritans (call 116123) or SHOUT (text 85258).

Set goals
Having a goal to work towards can make us feel more

Carols on the Podium

Undeterred by the looming rainclouds, crowds
gathered in Highworth’s Market Place for an outdoor
community carol service in late December. Piloted by
Phil Goodey and Matt Ford from Highworth
Churches Together, Christmas carols, both traditional
and new arrangements, rang out. A special
Christmas choir of around 30 people, led by Kathryn
Ford, created a joyous event.

christians
against

positive. Even a small amount of
progress bit-by-bit gives us
something to celebrate and feel
proud of. Choose an aim that’s
realistic, such as saving up to go out for a meal or
buying a new pair of shoes, and remember to set a
new goal once you've smashed it!

Have fun for free

There are tons of free and cheap activities and days
out available in communities across the UK. Find out
what events are going on at your local church, and
keep an eye on www.capuk.org/blog where you can
find useful tips and tricks throughout the year.

Get support

Everyone needs help at times. It's nothing to be
embarrassed or ashamed about. If you're struggling
with your finances, support is available for free from a
range of charities and organisations including
Christians Against Poverty (CAP). CAP provides expert
debt advice, guidance on finding work and money
education. To find out more, see www.capuk.org/help.

Fun and solemnity combined leaving those gathered
in no doubt as to the real meaning of Christmas.

A member of the crowd commented, ‘There was
almost a tangible shift in the atmosphere. Something
changed when they spoke about what Christmas

is all about!

Photography: Keith Davidson Photography

10 www.highworthlink.co.uk



aillier 100 %

Years ~n’
Your Local Family Run Funeral Service ERES S ERas
- Independent and Family Run
- Private Chapels of Rest
- Funeral Plans Available
- Comfortable Arrangement Room

Info@hillierfs.co.uk
01793 764337

7 Lechlade Road, Highworth,
Swindon SN6 7HF

* A great range of used cars
between £5k@nd £50k SSE e A“{i I‘rllake or
« Excellent partyexchaig _ m‘o G 59“"""19
values given .-.~ Alrcon Regassmg
- S
+ Looking'§ NG —

We willbuyt==e ~-_Collection Er%De very avallabfe

& mﬂr‘a{te[fjme:nce available - Expert Engine Diagnostics

VIEW OUR RANGE OF USED CARS ONLINE: BOOK A SERVICE OR MOT ONI:INE AT
WWW.SIMPSONS-CARS.COM/USED-CARS WWW.SIMPSONS-CARS. {OM/§/ERVI(E-BODKING

01*793 767000

AIL: INFO@SIMPSONS-CARS.COM

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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COMMUNITY

Obituary: Wendy Barbara Ratcliffe (1945t02023)

Wendy Ratcliffe, who passed away on the
1 October 2023, was well known to many
in the town, particularly for her
commitment to St. Michael’s Church for
many years. Her funeral was held on 17
October 2023, led by the Rev'd John
Martin, and attended by many former
parishioners, friends, and relatives.

When the family moved to Highworth they
joined St. Michael’s Church and it wasn't
long before Wendy was PCC Secretary and
an assistant to the vicar, Richard Dent. She
was very active in those days with Highworth Churches
Together and helped organise the holiday club which was
offered to all children in the town in the summer months.

This led to her close friendship with Jean Ashton who
persuaded her to help with classroom work in Southfield
Junior School. After a few years, Jean guided Wendy to
apply for a vacancy in Warneford School to be on the staff
as a learning support assistant in a department led by the
late Alice Hignett. She later studied at college and
qualified to teach after-school classes improving literacy

and numeracy, until her retirement.

Her husband Keith received many cards
mentioning Wendy's inspired leading of
individual journeys into deeper faith and
her deep biblical knowledge and wonderful
example of faith in action.

Wendy worked with Arthur Randall to help
set up the first Christian bookshop
(Lighthouse Bookshop), in those days
working in a room above Silk’s grocers
(which is now Two's Company).

Keith has been supported by his daughters, Jaine and
Helen, guiding him through the practical and legal
formalities after Wendy’s passing. Jean Ashton has also
been very helpful at this time.

Wendy will be missed and remembered by many. She
faced the end of her earthly life with confidence and
peace. She is now with her Saviour in a much better place
where we hope to meet her again one day.

Mair Huband

Obituary: Janet Vockins (1933t02023)

Janet was born in Southampton to parents Ronald and
Ann Gould. Ronald owned Gould’s Garage which was
unfortunately bombed at the start of WWII, and the loss
of his business saw him finding work at Vickers. During
this time, the family became somewhat nomadic as
Ronald continued to find new jobs and Janet was
evacuated to Castle Carey in Somerset, which she

really enjoyed.

After the war, Janet’s father accepted a full time position
as Head of the Flight Shed at Vickers South Marston and
so the family moved to Swindon.

As a teenager, Janet attended the
Commonweal Grammar School
where she met her future husband,
Alan. Together they moved to a
detached house in Cleeve Lawns,
Swindon, and were thrilled to see
three of their children (lan, Susannah
and Janetta) born there. Their fourth
child, Shaun, was born in Barra
Close, Highworth.

In her youth, Janet enjoyed ballet

and keep fit classes, but she particularly loved her car and
was known as a courageous driver. Indeed she was very
proud of her Advanced Driver Certification status.

Later in life, Janet became an active member of three local
choirs and was very keen to serve the community by
volunteering as Chair of the Highworth Guides and
Brownies, President of the Highworth Evening WI, and as a
member of both the South Marston Friendly Club and the
Floral Art Society. Whilst living in Sevenhampton, Janet
also served as a church warden and was a proud member
of The Wrens, being Chair of the Swindon branch for seven
years. As a Leading Wren she had served on the Thames in
London on HMS President.

Later in life her increasing lack of
mobility did not stop her enduring
passion for gardening, a pastime
which gave her hours of pleasure.
Known as a loyal friend to many and a
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother, she will be sadly
missed by all who knew her.

lan Vockins

12 www.highworthlink.co.uk



VALUE FOR MONEY IDEAS  ~—

GET GREATIVE AND
GOOK UP A GLASSIG
S[IR-FRY WITH
ONIONS AND PEPPERS -

ANDREWS

QUALITY MEATS

HIGHWORTH 01793 762085
MARLBOROUGH 01672 519915

Orafr O

4a Market Place

. Only available until
' stocks last

Jewellery for all budgets & bespoke pieces
Wedding & engagement rings
Buy gold for cash

www.highworthlink.co.uk 13



VEA“r_E’S “Getting you
WHEELS around

tRAMNSEERS

€ 07 400 400 316

For further information about prices, and
services offered, or to make a booking, go to:

Highworth,
and beyond.”

bookings@vealeswheelstransferssom
or www.vealeswheelstransferg&€om
or call 07 400 400 316

Commercial and domestic
work undertaken
FELLING | PRUNING
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE TRIMMING
TOPIARY | PLANTING
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

Please contact Richard on:
07971 310619 0r 01793 791722
" email:

i, info@topofthetrees.co.uk

TREE SURGERY

Free consultations
throughout the
Wiltshire area

Dandelion

Making money make

sense for you

B Investments, Pensions & Inheritance Tax
. planning
- M Mortgages / Remortgages*/ Equity Release
QN W Life Insurance / Income Protection

&Andy Carter JS™§ and LPAs (viaa separaﬁ(ompany]
32 High Street, '-) mm.urh repossessed if you d

Highworth,

SN6 7AQ

01793
765153

paid upfront for mortgage o2
E: office@dandelionfinancial.co.uk
W: www.dandelionfinancial.co.uk

Isis Chimney Care

Brush and vac chimney sweep
Certificates issued
Fully insured
Bird guards supplied and fitted
Solid fuel appliances installed

Call Ali Swainston :

07729 834 864
www.isischimneycare.co.uk
Registered with Hetas
Accredited by:
www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

g home
stairlifts
Would a stairlift

make your life easier?
DID YOU KNOW...

|
YYou can rent or buy a stairlift from us to

| £
r A
= b
—a -
,
suit most stair cases. We are a local company,

with over 20 years' of experience in the industry.

Would you like to know more?
Please call us on 07517 392118

<
or email us at info@home-stairlifts.co.uk
www.home-stairlifts.couk ‘

THE HIGHWORTH CLINIC

R.B.POPE B.Sc.(OST), D.O.,M.A.O.
C.S.OPENSHAW D.B.Ch. M.P.S.Pract

Qualified Practitioners, Treating Physical,
Muscular & Chirepody Problems.

For Appointments Tel (01793) 763752

First Floor, 15 Sheep St. Highworth SN6 7TAA

D.G.Home Improvements Ltd

FROM PATIOS TO
GARAGE / LOFT CONVERSIONS
Fencing, Flooring, Wood/Tile, Kitchens,

Windows, Doors, Wood/UPVC,
Gardens, Painting/Decorating

Call Dave: 30 yrs professional experience

01793762314/ 07714770374

&7
m' SWINDON

A personalised service offering

creative and beautiful memorial

that reflect the uniqueness of
your loved one.

Unit 19, Blackworth Ind Est, Highworth, SN6 TNA
T: 01793 766 138 | M: 07532 032 054

E: info@swindonmemorials.co.uk
www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

14 www.highworthlink.co.uk



COMMUNITY

Stuart Lloyd Gould Goes Nuts at Westrop School!

We were very lucky to have a local author, Stuart
Lloyd Gould (a former Westrop pupil), visit us to
share his fabulous book ‘Nuts"

We loved finding out about all the animal characters
including a Squirrel, Otter, Owl, Beaver and Fox. Stuart
read us the story and then answered some of our
questions about what it is like to be an author.

We are still enjoying Stuart’s story book as it's one of
our recommended reads in the school library.

New Dates for Shrivenham Park Social Groups

The Social Putting Group enjoyed their Christmas
traditional lunch. 15 people sat down to the meal
which completed a pleasant morning’s
entertainment of seasonal music by both the
Shrivenham St. Andrew’s handbell ringers and
Graham Wiltshire, keyboards.

want to join a new group this year.

Parkies Pals meetings continue to be held at the golf
club. The group meets once-a-month on a Tuesday,
10am until 12 noon, at a cost of £3. The upcoming
dates are 6 February and 5 March, and newcomers
are always welcome.
The group is looking forward to the 2024 season when Carole Lee
we meet each time from 10am to 12 noon at a cost of
£2 each session (includes a hot drink and biscuit or
savouries). The dates for the next meetings are 12 and
26 January, 9 and 23 February, and 15 and 22 March.
From April the Social Putting Group will be back on the
putting green and meeting from 2pm until 4pm.
Everyone is welcome. Do come and meet us if you

HIGHWORTH & DISTRICT
LION CLUBS

;L-J W\

y ""
Z2RTION

Lechlade History Society

On Monday 19 February, our speaker will be Bill
King who will tell us the fascinating story of the
bicycle, titled ‘On Two Wheels.

The bicycle can be considered as one of the
greatest inventions, providing mobility to millions

CHARITY SHOP

in Newburgh Place

of people across the world and providing the basis
for the development of motorcycle and the
motorcar. Bill's broad non-technical talk outlines
its development over the last 180 years and
considers its sociological impact in modern culture
as the ecologically-friendly, green alternative for
urban travel.

Join us at The Memorial Hall, Lechlade, GL7 3AY, at
7pm (tea and coffee) for a 7:30pm start.

Ros Godden

Open: Tues « Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm
Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm

Help us to help others by donating you
good quality unwanted items of
Clothing, Bric-a-brac, Toys and

small items of Furniture

Call: 01793 766800

during shop hours
Charity Number 285690

www.highworthlink.co.uk 5



COMMUNITY

Busy Christmas for Westrop Primary School Choir

Christmas saw our choir
busier than ever with
many performances
around the Highworth
community.

At the end of November,
the choir sang at the
Highworth Christmas
lights switch-on and also
gave a performance at the
Lechlade Garden Centre.

We returned to the WI for i

our annual visit to sing at the Methodist Church for Our last event was held by the Highworth and

their Lunch Together group, entertaining members of Shrivenham Good Afternoon Choir, with Westrop

the community who enjoyed a meal together. After School Choir as their special guests. The children were
the performance, the children stayed for a drink and able to listen to the adult choir sing before their own
chat with the audience. Another favourite event was performance and then the choirs joined together to
singing at Newburgh House - it gave the choir great sing carols with the audience.

pleasure to see the residents joining in with their
favourite carols. (And it was a bonus being treated to a
bag of sweets as a reward too!)

Mrs. Humphreys, choir teacher, said, ‘I am so proud of
every member of the choir. They have worked hard
learning a lot of new songs and their dedication shone

It always adds to the atmosphere when the children at each performance. A big thank to parents too for
sing at our annual school Christmas Fair. The choir their continued support — we really couldn’t do it
performed in the library area where many relatives without you!

watched after purchasing refreshments from the

staffroom.

Highworth and
District Probus Club

Our annual Christmas lunch was again

held in the Wrag Barn Dining Room with its
welcome bar, and members, wives, and friends

thoroughly enjoyed a superb menu. It’s a bit early for outside
trips but our Social Secretary will be busy investigating some
exciting purely optional days out. Janua

We have a lot of new talks coming up in 2024. 5 March is
‘Artistry of Mosaics’and on 19 March we have ‘St. Helena
Airport Construction’ Both will be very interesting talks by serving between

professional speakers. 5.30pm - 6.30pm

We are still inviting retired gentlemen from Blunsdon and
Highworth to come and check us out at one of the meetings
mentioned above, with no obligation, but hope that you enjoy
our club enough to become a member. 14 May will be our
annual Ladies Day, so members are pleased to invite wives and
partners to enjoy a special day.

16 www.highworthlink.co.uk
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Come BIOﬂg an& meet HOUI‘ local Q

Commum'ty Good Afternoon Cho:r

7% HIGHIWORTH

with SHRI\IENHAM
goodafternoon

Meet every WEDNESDAY ¢rom 1:00pm - 3:00pm

a¢ Highworth Community Centre (Room 8)
Our Choir Leader is JESSIE THOMPSON

We smg all tgpes of music and suPPort local
grouPs wntl'l our concerts and Funclralsmg

There are No ﬂut:(ﬂiom
and your first ‘meet us’ visitis FI2ZE S

| www.goodafternoonchoir.org |

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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NIy 9(onumcnlal Scuptor of Maﬂborough

Renovations BRAMM,
Additional Inscriptions Vit our Website
Email info@mjsly.co.uk

Memorial Studio: 33 Morley Street, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 156
~ Telephone 01793 511008 \
Open by appointment only Monday to Saturday *and evenings*
Workshop and Studio:
Pelham Court, London , Wiltshire. SN8 246
Telephone 01672 516797

General Handyman

Locally based in Highworth
NO JOB TOO SMALL

« Painting & Decorating -

\ « CeramicTiling « Carpentry -

(Sorry, no gas or electric enquiries)

/
Call Bob on

bobfixeditforme52@gmail.com—/

erpertrathd

Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning
Brickwork Cleaning =
Patio & Driveway Cleaning

Solar Panel & Skylight Cleaning

Installation of Bird Protection

01865 362797
info@mossinator.co.uk

RES

« No call out charge

All Plumbing & Heating
* Repairs, Maintenance
* Upgrades

» Bathroom Installations

Call or email today to discuss your needs
and receive a free estimate!

01793764815 07711327585

enquiries@rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk
www.rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk  Highworth SN6 7AU

Down to ‘Earth

Garden Maintenance Ltd
Grass Cutting, Planting, Landscaping,
Tree surgery. Paths & Patios laid.
Fences & Walls put up & repaired
Hedges planted & pruned
Mowers sharpened & Serviced.
Rubbish removed.

No Job Too Small; Free Quotes & Estimates

PHONE GORDON & EMMA WHITE
(01285) 810445 or (07971) 668912

v LEAK STOPPER

For all your plumbing maintenance

Work undertaken — Leaking Taps » Central Heating Systems

Moving Radiators « Showers « Blocked Drains « Ball Valves

Cold Water Tanks + Hot Water Cylinders « Bathroom Suites
All Pipe Work... And much more

Competitive Rates - Fast Response - Excellent Customers Service
Reliable - No call out charge - No hidden extras

24 Wow eymergevicy call oul

Doy T wanT e A1's 1o fole
Call Dave — 01367 253012
Mobile - 07852 558759

Email /smithytafT@gmail.com
Web Site f'www.plumber-leak-stopper.counk

HERITAGE

[ ] BUILDING RESTORATION |
[ ) = wu | U O n
s e i ]

— WORKING ALONGSIDE HISTORY se———

07790 377595

info@heritagebr.co.uk

AUTO
SERVICES

01793 296700 - 07746 525949 - Ismobilemechanic@gmail.com

0ld Farm Barn, Nightingale Lane, Swindon SN3 4SL

Servicing © Brakes ° Suspension A
Cambelts = Clutches
MOT Testing & Repairs
Diagnostics * Tyres Vilage

S\ Thomg,

00 Vicarage Lane

Cars ° 4x4s * Light Commercial

A419  SWINDON A419
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COMMUNITY

Knees-up at the Market

Saturday market shoppers and stall holders were
delighted to see Chris and Heather Newnham back in
action on 16 December with their legendary fruit and
vegetable market stall.

We'd missed them for a few weeks while Chris
recovered from surgery on his pesky knee. And now
he’s back!

It's a long day for them driving their van from Somerset
to Highworth, via the Bristol Market, in good time to set
up for 8am. I've lived here since 1994 and, as far as | can
recall, they were trading here then. Over the years they

have given countless youngsters their first job.

Chris and Heather, we salute you for the long service
you have given us and the tonnes of delicious fresh fruit
and vegetables you've put on our tables.

Adrian Young, story and photo

Celebrations, Elves and Authors at Eastrop Infant School

Our Little Acorns recently learned all about Diwali,
the Festival of Lights. They had a lot of fun making
rangoli using coloured rice as well as diyas (tealight
holders). The children loved decorating the nursery
and dancing to some music. We used the book The
Best Diwali Ever to help the children learn about all
the various customs used to celebrate Diwali around
the world. We noticed that
there are lots of
similarities with some of
our customs too!

We are really proud of our
Shooting Stars who attend
our after-school club. This
year they decided to
become Santa-gram elves

and make gifts and cards to be given to seniors in the
community who would not otherwise receive
anything at Christmas time. They were visited in late
November by a chief elf who officially certified them as
Santa-gram elves!

On Wednesday 29 November, Years 1 and 2 had a
virtual visit from the author John Dougherty, who
spoke to the children about writing stories and books.
The children really enjoyed listening to him talk and
also had the opportunity to ask him lots of questions.
He has written many books which we love at Eastrop,
including the Stinkbomb and Ketchup-Face series as
well as There's A Pig Up My Nose! and The Hare
Shaped Hole.

www.highworthlink.co.uk 19



COMMUNITY

The Lighthouse

For many years the Lighthouse Bookshop has been a
‘light on the High Street' It was established in the
early 1980s when John Silk, a former Highworthian
and son of Jack Silk the grocer, inspired retired
butcher, Arthur Randall, to set up a Christian book
distribution system for Highworth and the
surrounding villages.

Ironically, Arthur was not an avid reader of books but
felt a calling to make Christian books readily available to
those who did not have easy access to a Christian
bookshop. The business was launched from Arthur’s
spare bedroom and saw mobile bookcases placed in
churches around the area. As sales increased, the
business was registered in 1983 as a charity, 'The
Seekers Light Trust’ As trade improved, Arthur was able
to move the base from his house to a room above Silk’s
grocer’s shop in the High Street.

The business continued to grow and in 1990 Arthur
retired and handed it over to Tony Chapman. Again,
trade increased and in November 1993 ground floor
premises were secured at 40 High Street. Customers
would travel into Highworth from a wide area, many of
them taking the opportunity to spend some money in
the local cafés! Still bookcases were being sent out to
the village churches and they continued to supply
Christian conferences with bookstalls.

When Tony retired, Malcolm and Val Swift took over
managing the business. The irony was that Malcolm had
become a Christian after reading a book given to him by

Highworth Historical Society

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 28 February
when our speaker will be Seren Kitchener. Seren is
the Project Manager of the National Collections
Centre at Wroughton - this is part of the Science
Museum, with half a million of their records held
there. She will look at the history of the site from its
use by the RAF to the present day. The museum will
be opening to the general public later in 2024.

For those new to the Highworth, we meet at St.
Michael’s Hall on Lechlade Road. Doors open at 7pm
for a 7:30pm start. Visitors are always very welcome for
a small charge of £3 cash on the door. There is always
tea and coffee and a display of some of our collection
of items. Our books are also on sale.

Val, called’A Whole New Ball Game’ written by Gerald
Williams, the BBC tennis and football commentator. So,
in taking on the bookshop, both Val and Malcom knew
the potential for people’s lives being transformed
through reading a Christian book!

Over the years, the Lighthouse has indeed proved to be
a real resource for Highworth and the surrounding area.
People loved being able to find the latest Christian
books and music locally and to obtain a Bible that
suited their needs. In addition, the Lighthouse did a
roaring trade in greetings cards and gifts, and it always
carried a range of materials suitable for children.

Many people came into the shop to post Scout
Christmas Cards or to purchase tickets for local events.
In addition, the Lighthouse acted as an Information
Centre for visitors to the town. Others came into the
shop just in need of someone to talk to.

Over the years, the management have been supported
by a great team of volunteers.

Sadly, following the Covid epidemic and the decline in
the reading of books, sales began to drop. This was not
helped by people finding it easier and cheaper to
purchase their requirements online.

As a result, the trustees recently took the decision to
close the Lighthouse from the 31 January. This is truly
an end of the era for an establishment that has been a
key part of the High Street for nearly 40 years.

Phil Baker

Many of you will be pleased to know that our popular
annual Open Day will be held at Highworth
Community Centre, The Dormers on Saturday 16
March from 10am to 4pm. Admission is free, but
donations are always welcome. Our theme this time is
based on our latest book, Highworth Through Time.
We are aiming to take you on a journey into
Highworth's past through displays and photos. If you
have any questions you would like answered, or
information about an item that you have found, we
will do our best to help you.

More details in next month’s Highworth LINK
magazine and on our website.
www.highworthhistoricalsociety.org.uk
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COMMUNITY

Highworth Lights Up

It was a seasonably chilly
day as stallholders and
townspeople melded
together in the centre of
Highworth. Along the
High Street, the Market
Place and in the welcome
balminess of St. Michael’s
Church, shoppers could
find the best that local
crafters had to offer.
Thankfully there was
plenty to warm up with as
festive cakes, hot
savouries and soothing
drinks were in abundance.
Such friendly joy
continued to fill the streets as day made way for the
darkness of the evening, and with that arrival came
the switching on of the lights!

whole day from the Podium (special thanks to Mike
Wilson for all his technical support with sound) and as
a town we thank the team from Highworth Town
Council for organising another splendid event.

Mayor Keith Smith did an excellent job of hosting the . .
Photographs: Keith Davidson Photography

\ s &7 SN WY o7 ST
\. Volunteer with Kelmscott! =

: Have some free time and enjoy sharing history,
{q the arts and crafting?

=

We’re looking for:
Room Stewards
Front of House
Learning & Outreach
Activity Facilitators
And more!

g Tolearn more, scan the QR code or visit
/ https://kelmscottmanor.org.uk/support-us/volunteering/

g .\ I\ \N\h/&F a1\ "’;3
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Highworth has been given an exciting opportunity to
develop its own community radio show to
be broadcast on Swindon 105.5FM.

Are you interested in being involved? Perhaps you :

have some ideas for programmes. Email Rachael at 65“‘" ’4
editor@highworthlink.co.uk with any 9
thoughts, suggestions, or questions and .

we'll connect you with the team that is 6 S-'l" l l/,
putting together a plan. @

Schools, businesses, churches and community
organisations, this is your chance to get ’Y’\N 0
creative! We're looking to promote all the O V\ e) = 0
town has to offer, from local shops and @
businesses to the creativity of school children, nothing A

is out of the question. Or perhaps you have a talent for Y,
recording or producing. Give us a shout — we need your skills! Q)

Highworth is an amazing community and we want the &
world (or at least Wiltshire) to know! O

It's your

- Scouts Christmas Post Y\ Scouts Scarecrow Trail 2024

As mentioned in the last edition of Highworth LINK

Thanks for all your support once again. We sold magazine, the trail will run between the 30 March
4152 stamps which was down by 129 on 2022, and 14 April. This year’s theme is Animated Films.
but deliveries were very slightly up at 3573 cards.

After deduction of a few costs we will have raised You can find details of registration on the events section
alittle over £1300 for group funds. As always a of our website or you can email us. Details below. Please
huge thanks, for the last time, to Malcolm, Val and do not start working on your scarecrow until you have
the all the volunteers at the Lighthouse Bookshop confirmation that it is has been accepted - the earlier
for selling the stamps for us over the past few you register the better the chance of getting your

years. They first helped us when we were let choice accepted.

down at the last minute and we could not have

Further details such as where you can buy the trails and
done it without them ever since.

cost etc. will be in a future edition.

Look out for a new location for buying your David Roblin

stamps for Christmas 2024. scarecrow@highworthscouts.org.uk
J www.highworthscouts.org.uk

Westrop
Nursery

o = L

At Westrop Nursery we follow the cur‘iosity_ apbroach, our rooms are calm
and neutral, encouraging us to create the ‘thinkers & doers’ of the future.

Our learning environment is full of meaningful and mindful spaces that put the child at the centre of every activity.

L]
e Children will benefit greatly learning through play and become confident, curious and self-motivated to learn.
® Highly qualified staff feam with a wealth of experience ® Government Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year old

® We offer dedicated early years wrap around care from 8.00am to 5.00pm

Contact: Westrop Primary & Nursery School
Telephone: 01793 762897 Email: nursery@westrop.swindon.sch.uk Website: www.westropprimaryschool.co.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk 23
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Family Gatherings

Wedding Receptions e Conferences
Club and Society Meetings e etc...

) |

Details of our wide anhd Varied
aCtivities are on our wepsite

01793 765408

and |eave a message




CHARITY & FUNDRAISING

Change Ahead for Highworth and District Lions Club

Things may feel different in our charity shop over the

weeks ahead as member and volunteer Susan
Bodman resigns from her work in the shop.

Sue has decided to leave the Highworth and District
Lions Club for ongoing future work plans and the Lions
Club team offer our thanks and best wishes going
forward. Sue has volunteered with us since February
2022 and has made a greatimpact on the Lions Club as
a whole, particularly on the relaunch and restructuring
of the charity shop. Sue has become personally known
to many through the shop operation and will be missed
by all.

We are a small team of people who rely on volunteers
from all walks of the community to be members and to
help run the shop and other Lions Club projects to raise
funds for local, national, and international disaster
projects. If you are interested in committing some of
your time, skills, or knowledge to support our local
community interests then please get in touch.

As most of you would have seen, we again had the
pleasure of having Santa join us on our yearly Christmas
fundraising event. We would like to thank everyone
who came out to meet us as well as for the kind
donations. We enjoyed meeting everyone and really
loved people bringing their dogs to see Santa as he

¥ g s oy By

PRI e "ol

assures me they are on the good list too!

Also, a huge thank you to all the businesses and
volunteers that assisted us, from storing our sleigh
safely all year round to towing the sleigh on events, and
helping us raise vital funds for those in need this
coming year.

Christmas is our busiest fundraiser of the year and a lot
of time and effort goes into it (we have a lot of fun along
the way too). If you would like to know more about
volunteering with us please do get in touch.

Norman Little, President of Highworth & District Lions Club
highworth@lions105sc.org

Christmas Memories from Bourton

2023 was the year that Bourton’s own choir, Village
Voices, was founded by Sue Hayes and the choir gave
performances at the Bourton Club, the village hall, and
also at the Christmas Eve service at the parish church.

The concert in the Bourton Club was really well
attended and the club kindly gave a large donation to
the church as they were so pleased with the venture.
Lisa, from the club, thanked everyone who had
supported them this year and wished everyone a happy
New Year!'

Look out for more events at the club later this year.

The second concert was on a smaller scale but relived
memories of past years when local talent was on show.
Finally, the Christmas Eve service at St James’ Church,
Bourton, was well-attended, and Nimrod the pony put
in a guest appearance when Edna the donkey proved
too shy to attend!

Our church services welcome everyone and are family-
focused. We will be meeting at 10am on Saturday 3

February and Sunday 18 February, and also Saturday
2 March and Sunday 17 March. Everyone is welcome to
attend and share coffee and a chat after the services.

Well done to everyone for a great Christmas season.
Special thanks to Lisa and the Bourton Club, to Sue for
having the vision of forming a choir, and to choir
members. Great camaraderie, and a splendid way to
end the year on a high note!

Carole Lee

7 feadlines

1]

Weare now able to offer more hairdressing
appointments, alternatively 'walk-ins' may
also be available

01793 762 929

SNGE 7HL

35 High St., Highworth
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...0 DEACONS 1 75 Make this

Valentine’s Day Special
with a Diamond
from Deacons

Item featured
subject to stock
availability

DEeacon & Son (SwinpoN) Ltp
11-15 Wood Street, C own, Swindon, SN1 4AN 1 0179
'ONnS-jew ww.deacon:

44-45 High Street, Marlborot HQO el: 01672 519955
@deaconsjewellers Email: marlborough(@ ons-fewellers.com

Bupa A Dental
Care

- Ny >
Subscribe tp aihealthy smile
with Bupa Smile Plan

Cover regular check-ups and hygien@ appointments
with bite-sized monthly payments®

Call Bupa Dental Care Highworth on 01793 762 231

or email Highworth@bupadentalcare.co.uk

*Terms ar fitions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Payments récollected by monthly Direct Debit.

i Scan for more
a trading name asis De ed. Registered in England a ,Lwa:esn 004 ..f.- s information

www.highworthlink.co.uk




ARTS

The Arts Society Upper
Thames

You are welcome to join us as a visitor at our
February lecture on Thursday 8 February, 2pm,
where Susan Kay-Williams will discuss ‘Imperial
Purple to Denim Blue - the Colourful History of
Colour in Textiles"

This lecture explores the fascinating story of how dyes
were discovered, made and used from the earliest
time to the end of the 18th century. It will show the
social importance of certain colours including red,
blue and purple, and tell the story that travels from
Europe to India and the Americas, a story of
exploration, invention, war, the church, money, power
and sex.

Amongst her other achievements, Susan is Chief
Executive of the Royal School of Needlework, based at
Hampton Court Palace, and has a longstanding
interest in textiles, especially colour. Her first book,
The Story of Colour in Textiles, was published in 2013.

We meet at Lechlade Memorial Hall. If you wish to
attend please register first at
info@tasupperthames.org.uk.

Recreating Van Gogh with
Highworth Artists’ Society

We have two group activities to tell you about this
month!

Firstly, as promised, our painting taster session held
on 4 November 2023. Visitors tried out oils,
watercolour, pastel, and acrylics, helped by members
of HAS. All very different subjects but a great way to
try out different media, especially if you have no
experience! We had such a busy time that there are no

Highworth Community
Cinema

The film for Friday 23 February is a drama about
the power of human connection during turbulent
times, set in a cinema in the early 1980s, and stars
Olivia Colman and Micheal Ward.

We meet at St.
Michael’s Hall,
Lechlade Road,
SN6 7HQ at
7:45pm (doors
open at 7:15pm).

‘Empire of Light'is
setin and around
afaded old
cinemain an
English coastal
town in the early
1980s. It follows
Hilary (Colman), a
cinema manager
struggling with
her mental health, and Stephen (Ward), new
employee, who longs to escape this provincial town
in which he faces daily adversity. Both Hilary and
Stephen find a sense of belonging through their
unlikely and tender relationship and come to
experience the healing power of music, cinema, and
community.

115 mins Cert 15

There is no membership fee. Admission £6 on the
door. 50p for tea/coffee and biscuits.

01793 763907
highworthfilms@gmail.com
www.highworthfilms.org.uk

photographs - you'll just have to come and see for
yourself next time!

Our next group activity for members was a fun session
repainting Van Gogh's Wheat Field with Cypresses. Of
course, we had no idea that was what we were
recreating, each of us with a small segment of the
original. Fortunately this was done before the mulled
wine was dished out along with our Christmas bring-
and-share lunch! What do you think of our finished
result? All answers treated confidentially!

Hilary Sinclair
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ARTS

Highworth Camera Club Annual Presentation Evening

Highworth Camera Club invited friends
and family to join them for their end-of-
year Christmas party and presentation of
trophies and certificates for club
competitions run throughout the year.
Highworth’s mayor, Keith Smith, was
invited to join us and present the awards.
He was also invited to judge a
competition of colour prints taken by
members. The first place winner was
Peter Osbourne with an image taken at
Autumn Mop fair held this year.

Award Winners

Print Of The Year, as voted by members, was an image
of a great spotted woodpecker, taken by Steve Fowler.
Other first place trophy winners were Neil George,
Peter Crane, Pauline Godwin, Kevin O’'Donoghue and
John Kennedy. A special presentation was made to
Angela Kennedy for her support to the club.
Congratulations to all certificate winners and
especially to Lorna Legg as the club’s rising star. After
the presentations we enjoyed a quiz, refreshments and
raffle. The Camera Club meets on the second Tuesday
of every month and holds competitions, both prints
and digital images, for the members.

We have a varied programme throughout the year
including speakers on different photographic topics,
external judges who give useful feedback, monthly
competitions, and discussions aimed at helping us
improve our photography. The club also participates in
competitions with other local camera clubs. If you
would like to join us, do come along to Highworth
Community Centre, The Dormers, SN6 7PQ, at 7:30pm,
on the second Tuesday of the month.
Hilary Beach
www.highworthcameraclub.com
Facebook: Search ‘Highworth Camera Club’

» - Available for Hire:
Highworth Pet Care , ' for Parties and other events
Nicola Dangerfield Pilates, Yoga and other
classes currently available
+ Licensed Home Boarding for Dogs for further information
+ Cat care in Highworth ' -
' Sue Marland
www.highworthpetcare.co.uk . = oy 01793 671421
07880 607 447 o Hannington Village Hall or email
susan.marland@gmail.com
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® Over 30 years experience

® Made to measure wardrobes

® Bespoke interiors and bedroom furniture
® Large range of designs and styles

m Call for a FREE, no obligation, quotation

Visit your local showroom in Coleshill, by appointment

callpavidon 01793 861584

www.superglidewardrobes.co.uk

10% oFF when you mention the Highworth Link Magazine

s
&

VISIONVISIT

- mobile eyecare

"~ Would you like an

4 Eye Test at Home?

As a local family run mobile optician,VisionVisit can come to you for your

eye test. Our fully qualified optometrist uses the latest eve test equipment

Ex("

to give you a precise prescription and thorough health assessment. Not only
that, but the test is free with no call out, if you are covered by the NHS. We

have a wide range of glasses, from budget to designer, delivered and fitted in

your own home.

So if you struggle to get to your local optician or would just prefer
a test within the comfort of your own home, call us now or visit
our website for more details.

01793 232 588

www.highworthlink.co.uk 29
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What | did at Christmas

On Christmas Eve, we went for our traditional walk in
the lovely countryside to collect reindeer moss. After
that, my family prepared for Santa to leave presents
in the stockings and under the tree.

What do you do on Christmas Eve?

Christmas Day in my house was brilliant. (Apart from
not being able to sleep as | was so excited!) Once we
had all woken up we unwrapped all our presents from

TERESA UDELL

MBACP DIP COUNS.

Trauma Counsellor
Support with trauma, anxiety, depression, life transitions,
domestic abuse, family difficulties and other issues.
Call 0773 309 3765
email teresaudell@icloud.com

Registered Member 380472
MBACP

Clrem:esler
College

MORE CHOICE AT YOUR SPECIALIST SIXTH FORM
; REGISTER ONLINE

10:00am - 3:30pm For more information visit:
FARE www.cirencester.ac.uk

¢ Open Day

Saturday 16th March 2024

Specialist teaching for 16-19 year olds
Tailored Support ¢ Excellent Results
Huge Enrichment Programme
Subsidised Transport

the stockings, then we all got dressed in our Christmas
jumpers before having breakfast. | had the potato
from my stocking! After that we unwrapped the rest of
our presents.

I had so much fun that day and can’t wait for next year.
Have an excellent February and I'll see you in March.

Constance Davenport

HOME & VIDEO
TUTORING

Since 2003, from KS2 to A Level
Maths, Science, “How to Learn”
(other subjects considered)

MARK DARLING

mark@darling.co.uk

]

17th & 18th August

Fairford Steam, Classic
& Retro Show

Lady Lamb Farm, Waiten Hill, Fairford, GLT BT

Steam Engines Miniature Steam

Classic & Retro hicles

Fairground Rides

Traders & Auto Jumble Static Displays

Craft Tent Local Food & Drink

Local Charity Stalls Beer Tent

Early Bird Ticket Sales and Exhibitor Applications

NOW OPEN!"
www.fairfordsteamshow.co.uk
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Unir 14, Blackworth Industrial Estate, Highworth SN6 TNA

Independent
BRAMM registered * Licenced Memorial Mason
i e Free Quotations ”~ 5

oy, 01793 766715
Ny ponal i framk limmemarabs. com
Brochure available or home visits can be arranged
(ge" A ring and Hﬂfr&.’.{f'm/ reilitg meno wiéceds

www.franklinmemorials.com

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Alison Talbert....

Tax Returns, Company Accounts,
Book-keeping, Payroll and Excel Help
0789 4659880 (.y)
j& AW 01793 764106 (ive)

email: alison.talbert@actaservices.co.uk
www.actaservices.co.uk

Mercer’s
Painting &

mercerspainting@outlook.com

’2 07710 348 263

Well Hung Framing

by Kate Herbert
From medals and memorabilia to paintings, prints and certificates
I stock a wide range of supplies to suit all budgets and also offer
frame repairs and reglazing. Please call or email to arrange a visit
to my studio in Watchfield to discuss your requirements, with no
time pressure to make hurried decisions.

bykateherbert(@gmail.com * wellhungframing.co

=) (9

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds @ Rebecca Tye Soft Furni

l@fbf((ﬂ It

Soft Furnishings
T: 07740 371334

E: info@rebeccatye.co.uk

-sewn and lined

& furnichi erlined to
€9 rebecca tye soft furnishings . .

g curtains available.

FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE

HIGHWORTH
PAVING SERVICES LTD

Specialists in: 4A.BRADSTO N“EQM
Block Paving, Drives, Patios, Paths,
Garden Walls, Turf Laying & Fencing

Over 25 years experience! - Call Craig on

01367 358356 or Mob: 07707 732375

www.highworthpavingservices.com

* Your local Fast efficient house
clearance service

¢ Full or part house clearance

* Free no obligation quote

* j star google rated

¢ Flexible, Reliable & Trustworthy
discreet service

* Bereavement & Probate clearance
specialists

Email: mark(@greatwesternclearance.co.uk
Tel: 07734 650040 * www.greatwesternclearance.co.uk

b

(.(/}({f/z'/'oom ‘%?/(J?y & Tl (}:zy\

Bathrooms, En-Suites, Cloakrooms,
Power Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates & Advice

Fora ﬁ'.r'rﬂdfy, reliable and ﬁriﬂu service eall:

01793 765063 (Mobile: 07767 663560)

thg

Lee Wilson

lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk M: 07894 759055 T: 01793 861714

19 Barra Close, Highworth, Wiltshire, SN& 7HX

FENCING & GATES (RESIDENTIAL/SECURITY/COMMERCIAL)

DRIVEWAYS GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE = PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS PLASTERING = GENERAL MAINTENANCE (NO JOB TOD SMALL}

Construction & General Builder

mey Belcher, 60 Queens Road, Hannington, Swindon SN6 7. &

MINI DIGGER HIRE AND SKIP LOADER WITH DRIVER

+ Gas Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Installations
+ Gas work & Safety Certificates + Bathrooms & Showers Pt

A

* All Plumbing & Heating work undertaken * Power Flushing
Tel: 07771 822810 / 07831 718929 / 01793 978451

e-mail: daveheadandson@gmail.com

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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SPORT Compiled by Jason Daniels

If you have a sport story email jedsport12@gmail.com

Swindon Croquet Club

Dressed in festive attire, 21 hardy Swindon Croquet
Club members braved the elements just before
Christmas to compete in the annual Sausage Sizzle
tournament. Competitors were paired with the format
being the best of nine hoops, i.e. the first pair to win
five hoops, with everyone playing four games.

Teresa Hill and Jeff Hannath were in top form,
dominating throughout to remain unbeaten and win
the tournament. Social Secretary Sharon Smith did a
super job serving hot dogs and trimmings along with
liquid refreshments. A very enjoyable, fun event.

The club is currently closed until 1 April for the
grounds team to work their magic and restore the
lawns to their immaculate best for the 2024 season.

If you would like to give croquet a try please see our
website, find us on Facebook or email for more
information.

swindon.croquet@outlook.com
www.swindoncroquetclub.org.uk
Beverly Briggs

Chairman Clive Smith (centre) with winners
Jeff Hannath and Teresa Hill.

32

A new season dawns

Wrag Barn Golf Club

The start of the New Year is always an exciting time as
the days are getting longer and signs of spring are
beginning to emerge as the snowdrops and aconites
come into flower. There were long spells of wet
weather in 2023 which meant we were able to see the
benefit from the improved drainage of several fairways
and the new paths which helped improve accessibility
for golfers needing a trolley or buggy. As always, there
is more to be done. One positive outcome from the
rain was the opportunity for the green keepers to work
on repairing the drought patches from 2022, and with
the purchase of new machinery the outlook for 2024 is
bright. As always in February, we say thank you to the
previous year’s Captains and welcome the new team-
in-post. The Captains and their committees are
responsible for the smooth running of competitions
throughout the year and | would like to thank Ash
Green, Suzanne Hunt, Jack Arkely and Ollie Webb for
their wonderful leadership in 2023. This year we
welcome Shaun Judd, Suzanne Hunt (for a second
term), David Brownsell and Louis MacDiarmid to their
Captain’s year and look forward to an entertaining
mixture of social and serious golf. For anyone from the
age of four upwards whose New Year's resolution is to
take up something new, we have an amazing team of
pros who give individual and group coaching. For
more information, contact the pros shop and start the

process towards a new hobby.
01793861327

www.wragbarn.com
Verity Manner

Sport continued on page 35
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Has your home
caught the

4 lighting bug?

&

’L_[ sales@lighting
% l_|gh’|[lljg Bug www.lig

ighting specialist Unit 16 We 1ead Ind. Est. Swindon

Thoughtful - Adventurous - Ambitious
“Our mission is to develop thoughtful, adventurous and ambitious
young people who are life-long learners.”

Situated in a beautiful 230 acre estate between Cheltenham and Cirencester, o555
in the heart of the Cotswolds. RENDCOMB

www.rendcombcollege.org.uk Sﬁq %,{T].E(.{.E\

www.highworthlink.co.uk




CELEBRATE

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

" 3 L] . on
Professional Tree Surgeons 1 o Ma rch 2024
with a 2 course carvery at Wrag Barn
to make her day complete
Menu can be viewed on our website

£24pp

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

v Pruning and Sh

ingand R

¥" Stump Grinding
v Tree Planting

Free guotations and advice
Calllan Walding v

01793790210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

Inspected and rated =

K or a new world of safe,

Qcamo“my expert care from Home Instead

Commission

The amazing care you are looking for -
in the comfort, familiarity and privacy of
your own home.

We all want to continue to enjoy a fulfilled life. Even in older age.
And that's where the experts at Home Instead can help.

Our award winning range of care services provides you with the
constant reassurance that there is care and companionship in the
home, every day.

All our care is tailormade for each person's current situation:
helping out, giving personal assistance, providing real
companionship. And it is always delivered by expertly trained
people who also have a deep-down desire to care for others.

N Whatever questions about care you might have, we have lots of
l answers to discuss with you. Contact us today to find out more
! e C : how Home Instead can help you and your loved one enjoy a
more fulfilled life.
@ Home Instead. Contact us today on 01793 988526
7 us, gﬁ/m@mé email: admin.swindon@homeinstead.co.uk

www.homeinstead.co.uk/swindon/contact-us
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Nathan Barnes finishing strongly last year

Highworth Running Club

With February now here, attention will soon enough
be on St. Valentine’s Day, then in a blink or two Easter
and after a blink or two more we'll have that familiar
trio of events to distract us: the Oxford & Cambridge
Boat Race, the Grand National, and the London
Marathon - the latter making us all feel a bit guilty
about not trying our luck in the ballot. Well, the
Highworth Running Club can help offset that guilt by
offering every reader of the Highworth LINK Magazine
(aged 15+), the opportunity to enter the town’s annual
springtime 5 Mile Race. On Sunday 7 April every
Titan-of-Tarmac entered will begin their campaign on
the rural, one-lap course at 11am before flying down
Fresden Lane, cantering along Coleshill Road and
embracing Eastrop Hill with their most stoic of smiles.
After reaching the summit, all Pavement Protagonists
will shoot down Shrivenham Road before finishing on
Warneford School’s playing fields amidst a cacophony
of well-wishing spectators. Every finisher receives a
memento to honour the day’s efforts and the
Highworth Running Club will welcome you home with
plenty of home-made refreshments back at the
School. All information on how to enter is on the
club’s website, as too are its training sessions to tease
anyone out of retirement or coax a newbie to ‘give it a
go' We very much look forward to seeing you in the
not-too-distant future and remember, entries to the
race are now...OPEN!

www.highworthrunningclub.co.uk

Jason Daniels

Shrivenham Park Golf Club

There were many different activities at
Shrivenham Park Golf Club this past year.
Juniors enjoyed their Christmas party in
December with plenty of party food. As well
as playing traditional party games the
youngsters were also entertained by a
member who became a conjurer! What fun!
The other activities over Christmas were the
Ladies Christmas traditional roast lunch, the
Seniors 18 hole Texas game (when the Ladies
were invited to play) and the Club Texas
Scramble.

Junior coaching has been a great success
during the year with our coach, Jim Boyes.
We are eager to commence the 2024 year
with further coaching dates being 10 and 24
February and 9 and 23 March. The cost for
the one hour coaching session is £5. Juniors,
when proficient, are encouraged to put in
their cards for handicaps, and various competitions are
planned for them. Coaching is open to all youngsters
and we will be holding a Junior Open this Summer in
August as part of a fun week. Do get in contact for
more details. We look forward to welcoming you in
2024.

07467 657 964
www.shrivenhampark.co.uk

Carole Lee

p

Swindon Robins Speedway

It is of course with quite a melancholy state of mind |
put fingers to keyboard when thinking about the
Swindon Robins Speedway and 2024. Growing up on
the Western edge of Highworth meant my memories
of Saturday evening’s were filled with the periodic
rumblings of strange noises being carried in the night

www.highworthlink.co.uk 35



air as heroes piloted
brakeless rockets
around the 410 yards
of Blunsdon Abbey
Stadium’s cinder
track, all in the name
of sport and in search
of spoils. Once of an
age to comprehend
these heroics, my first
attendance opened
my eyes to the
intoxicating insanity
of Speedway,
watched by many
holding a plastic pint
glass and polystyrene
tray of chips. A four
lap, fifteen-heat
motor sport that brought icons to your doorstep and
left an unmistakable aroma of spent methanol fuel in
your nostrils for the journey home. The Robins were
founded just after the second World War and during
their existence won many, many trophies, even
winning the SGB Premiership as recently as 2019. Itis
therefore with a huge amount of sadness that the
economics of sustaining such a sport, the challenges
brought with an unprecedented viral pandemic and
the expectations of housing development conspired
to ensure all great things must, after 73 glorious years
come to an end. Reading many online forums there is
certainly huge interest in a Robins’ renaissance and a
relocation to a more prosperous, universal venue, but
so far, nothing concrete (if the pun can be excused)
has materialised. When or if that day happens, many
fan's hearts will beat a little faster again and give joy
back to a part of the town that has maudlinly missed it.
Every Robin needs to fly of course, so here’s hoping!

Photograph courtesy of
www.swindon-speedway.com

Jason Daniels

Highworth Town Football Club

HTFC ended the year in sixth place in the Hellenic
Premier Division 1; out of the play-offs but with games
in hand. The year ended with two big wins, 3-1 away
at Royal Wootton Bassett Town and a calendar year’s
best by thrashing Worcester Raiders 5-0 at home. 13
January saw us visit SCEL (Southern Counties East
League) side Holmesdale in Bromley in the last 32 of
the FA Vase. Another tough away draw but given the
performance at St Austell in December hopes were
high of further progress.

As always, the Worthians would love support when
playing at home so please do look up our fixtures and
come along and give a cheer.

www.pitchero.com/clubs/highworthtown
Derek Lloyd

Photograph courtesy of the HTFC Facebook group.

B oy
Highworth hit threejpast Hereford

LIFF'S CARRL 0

N ERALE WU SEW W HRESAGUERT Y ot
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A Contact Cliff: cliff.sellars@gmail.com

X 07506 698718
NOJOB TOO SMALL

v adl

Acupuncture

An effective treatment for many
health problems.

Hazel Andrews . was
7 Ash Gardens, South Marston

01793 827507

www.acuhome.co.uk

7% Inside Out o

ol

A Services *¥?

Need help in your Home or Garden?
Local family business offers high quality services
Professional house cleaning + General maintenance & repairs
Inkerior painting & decorating + Interior window cleaning
Gardening - Shed & fence painting « General repairs & DIY jobs
NO JOB TO SMALL + FULLY INSURED
For a reliable and trustworthy service contact Richard
Phone: 01793 725091 or 07443 951066

Email: insideoutservices100@gmail.com

36 www.highworthlink.co.uk



EXCEPTIONAL FUNERAL CARE IN HIGHWORTH

Unattended Attended
Funerals Funerals
from from

£985 £2,:320

27 Newburgh Place, Highworth,
Wiltshire SN6 7DN

01793 765138

We're here for you anytime.
Whatever your wishes or budget,
we can provide a funeral to suit you.

& L. EVANS

Taking the greatest care
in and around Highworth "

DIGNITY

What's on
in February?

TRefreshments
served

Craft Group y Vicarage Lane, Highworth SN6 7DG
Tel: 01793 764544
h Website: B
’rueSday" Bth ¢ 20 www.highworthmethodistchurch.org.uk Wednesday. 1
10am-1pm ] facebook.com/HighworthMethodist 2.30pm
Church
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HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

Highworth Market

Are you a stall holder who would be
interested in having a stall at our
Saturday Market? We are keen to
expand our market and are looking
for new stall holders .

We had so many great new stalls at
our Christmas Event, it would be
great to welcome some new traders
on either a permanent or casual
basis. Please get in touch!

Bell Restoration

In September 2023, the bell at
the chapel was removed for
restoration.

The work was carried out over a
few weeks and we were pleased
to see it reinstated at the chapel
in October 2023

Highworth Allotments

Allotment Renewals are due 1st

February 2024. You should have m&
received your reminder by now. I | :
The cost remains unchanged, at £30 ‘yugy— - Y 3

per plot.

Please ensure prompt payment and
return your signed agreements
having read the new Rules &
Regulations.

We do have a waiting list, so if you
wish to surrender your allotment
please email us.

HIGHW

¥

Thank you Highworth

I know Christmas seems a while ago
but we wanted to thank the
residents of Highworth and the
companies of Highworth who
amaze us year after year.

Our Christmas Event was a great
success and the High Street was
extremely busy from 10am through
until the light switch-on at 5:30pm.
Thank you to all those businesses
who donated prizes, mince pies etc

38 www.highworthlink.co.uk



REPRESENTATIVES

News from Highworth’s Mayor

Happy New Year everyone!

| feel rather like Janus
looking both backward to
the old year and forward to
the new. The old year has
been a journey like no other.
| have met so many lovely
people, enjoyed so many
different events - it has
been breathtaking — and yet
there’s so much to look forward to.

Among the highlights were visits to our primary
and infant schools. The council wanted to tell them
of our plans to rebuild their play areas so that the
apparatus is modern and accessible for every child
in Highworth, and to ask their opinion of our
proposed designs. | was so impressed by the way
the children listened, asked their intelligent
questions, and presented some of their ideas we
had not thought about and which we are now
looking to incorporate. | was also heartened by
their genuine concerns for those children who are
less fortunate than themselves. The town needs to
nurture these young people and take the time to
listen, young as they are.

Thank you Southfield, Eastrop and Westrop schools
for accommodating us. We will be back!

What for the future? Only five months left before
my term ends.

In August 2023, we were delighted to welcome the
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Shirley
Ludford, to our Arts and Literary Festival. Shirley is
the manager of the radio station 105.5 fm. During
her visit she invited us to put Highworth further on
the map by producing a regular fortnightly or
monthly broadcast. She is prepared to train
residents in the secrets of broadcasting, help to
produce the first programme, and offer expertise.
This possibility is now being seriously considered
by representatives from the council, Visit
Highworth and Highworth LINK magazine. As they
say, watch, or perhaps listen, to this space!

Keith Smith, Mayor

Note from editor: See page 23 for more information
about the radio programme and for opportunities to be
involved.

HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN

Keith Smith, Flat 35, High Street SN6 7AQ
07836 382827 keith.smith@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

DEPUTY MAYOR & VICE-CHAIRMAN
Anthony Houghton, 40 The Dormers, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7NZ
01793 266473 Mob: 07880 793062
anthony.houghton@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Simon Apps, Ambar Cottage, 12 Swindon Road, Highworth SN6 7SL
07850468095 simon.apps@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Gemma Dennis, 34 Sevenfields, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7NF
07743 859874 gemma.dennis@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
lan Durin-Duffy, 78A Westrop, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7HJ
07821 937159 ian.durinduffy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA
01793 226337 nick.gardiner@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Lesley Gow, 23 Queens Avenue, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7BA
07840 273750 lesley.gow@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Fraser Haines, 222 Windrush, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7EE
01793861109 Mob: 07939 032451
fraser.haines@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Natalie Key, 30 The Willows, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7PG
07971 485359 natalie.key@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Julie Murphy, Rosedene, Inglesham SN6 7RA
07803 602568 julie. murphy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Paul Newton-Smith, 41 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07939 467907 paul.newton-smith@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Graeme Olley, 97 Eastrop SN6 7PP
Work: 01793 763700 graeme.olley@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Kenneth Saunders, 343 Windrush SN6 7EF
01793 763071 Mob: 07968 640136
ken.saunders@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk
Richard Williams, 7 Park Avenue SN6 7AW
07789781151 richard.williams@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA
01793 226337 Mob: 07392 871243
Ngardiner3@swindon.gov.uk
Vijay Manro, 38 The Dormers SN6 7NZ
07545 429367 vmanro3@swindon.gov.uk
Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@swindon.gov.uk

Council Offices
3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth SN6 7FB
Tel. 01793 762377 / 763511

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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CHURCHES

St. Michael’s Church

The church is open daily for private prayer.

10:15am Sunday Service

We meet in church and stream live at
www.twitch.tv/stmichaelshighworth or on YouTube by
searching St. Michael’s Church Highworth.

Morning Worship is held on the first, third and fifth
Sundays of the month. Holy Communion is held on
the second and fourth Sundays of the month.

8:45am Holy Communion
On the first Sunday of the month.

Prayers
Tuesday Prayers are held every Tuesday morning at 9am.

Friday Blessings are held every Friday morning at 9:15am.

Prayer Hour is held in the Church Room at 8pm on the
second and fourth Mondays of the month.

We remember those we love and miss
Janet Vockins Thomas Bolter

Audrey June Smith Sybil Eileen Humphries

Praying for the roads in the town
4 February
11 February

Brewery Street, Brookfield and Bute Close

Bydemill Gardens, Cherry Orchard
and Church View

Coffin Close and Copper Beeches
Cotswold Way and Crane Furlong

18 February
25 February

St. Leonard’s Parish Church
Stanton Fitzwarren

4 February Morning Praise, 9:30 am

11 February  Family service (Elizabeth mother

of John), 11am

18 February Team Service at St Margaret’s Stratton,
10am
25 February  Holy Communion, 9:30am

Stanton Coffee morning will be on Wednesday 14
February at Stanton House Hotel. We meet at 10:30am
for coffee and a chat before our speaker begins at
11am, and we usually finish by 12 noon.

The church building will be open every Wednesday in
school term time from 9am to 3pm, or telephone Liz
and Roger on 01793 762935 to organise for the
building to be left open for you to visit safely.

There may be changes to the programme. Please go to
www.stantonchurch.info for updates.

31/1/2024
Remembering a dearly loved husband and father - David
Cox - from Shirley, Nicola and Neil

2t04/2/2024
In loving memory of Jim Prew. Sadly missed.
From all the family

With thanks to all those who have sponsored
the floodlighting of St. Michael’s Church

9/2/2024
In loving memory of Clive Angood.
Missed as always, Christine and family
We all miss you and talk of you often.
Lots of love, Lyn, Ruth, Patrick and all your family xxxx

22/2/2024
In loving memory of Joan Prew. Sadly missed.
From all the family

Floodlighting forms are available from the Lighthouse Bookshop or the Church website at
www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk/floodlighting. Your dedication will appear in this magazine.

IMPORTANT SUBMISSION UPDATE
Please note the submission to the Church Office date is changing to ensure floodlighting requests can meet the Link deadline. We
now need submissions by the last Friday of the month, 2 months prior as any submissions must be with the Link on the Tst of the
previous month with no late submissions now possible. It's hard to get that in writing so please do contact the Church Office on
01793 762702 ifyou need clarification.

Submission date: Friday 26 January for the March 2024 publication.
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IPONE
TEL R HIRS

Cracked Screens o Water Damage

Port Charger Changes
Replacement Bzﬂﬁn’es
Diagnosing Fadlts

Wanen Saunders « 07393 521793

Edward Moss

Picture Framing

Framing at a competitive price

www.mosswildlifeart.com
Instagram: @mosswildlifeart

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)

Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

ADAM GOUGH
PLASTERING SERVICES LTD
City and Guilds Qualified
» Skimming of Walls and Ceilings
* Interior/Exterior Rendering
* Interior/Exterior Painting
* Covering Artex * Repairs
* Clean and Reliable

For a free quote please call Adam
079 4187 1323

www.adamgoughplastering.co.uk
HIGHWORTH, SWINDON

HOME PLAN

Plans drawn for Extensions,
Conversions & New Builds
Free Estimates NO VAT Call Rod

01793 762368 or
07798 864291

www.home-plan-design.co.uk

IAN NICKELS
PLAST G

All work inside/outside

+ RENDERING + COVING
+ CEILINGS « WaLLs
+ SKIMMING « INSURANCE WORK

Over 40 years’ experience — apprentice serviced
For all your plastering needs

lanNickelsé6ahotmail.com « Tel: 07790 273725

}. Garden Maintenance,
o Generalla Mowing
& Garden
also Seasonal Work
Undertaken

LUKE SHAYLER

Garden Maintenance obiie

255 515 L7 07833752426

293 The Cullerns,
Highworth Sh6 7NW

Telephone
01793 766881

IuEe.;hayIEIS::Ei:gmaii.(ur;a !

OSTEOPATH & WELLBEING

' Highworth Recreation Centre
Amykatebryant.com % 07592128522 @amykatebryant

v ‘HIGHWORTH N

REMOVE GARDEN WASTE
SMALL OR LARGE JOBS

~ CONTACTBAZ
IL bazzagq60@gmail.com .»I:"'

i ——— ———l

TUTOR 4

\7 l
FY ACGES4QOVEARSOLD,, .4
&0 Maths fod English.
With over 30 vears of primary school

teaching experience, [ offer personalised,
effective, and fun home tutoring

Coll frs 4 To-bosh.a 4
30 minute fpee il class! i

07931 583268

LASH, NAILS & BEAUTY

New client offer 10% off all beauty
treatments on your first visit
By appointment only - call or book via our
website and quote ‘NEW’

28 HIGH STREET, HIGHWORTH SN6 7AQ

G. R. ACKLING

DECORATOR

Apprenticeship Served
Advanced City & Guilds
Qualified
Free Estimates

Call (01793) 764983

L.N.E

Lee Newson Flectrical
Domestic « Commercial « Industrial
-Il= =

CONTRRCTOR
Millbrook House, Westrop, Highworth SN6 7QH

leenewsonelectrical@yahoo.com
07860 622122
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£ 34 JANE BEDFORD
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Toenail cutting - Thickened/hard to reach nails - Hard sk
Cracked heels & coms » Fung

07526 420953 « ¢ hello@janebedfordchiropody.co.uk

\ www.janebedfordchiropody.co.uk )

RDB Property Services

Decking, Fencing,

Decorating &
General Property
FULLY INSURED
roberthowlesB6@yahoo.com

Maintenance
07713 857957

www.highworthlink.co.uk 41



USEFUL CONTACTS

7

LOC
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EMERGENCY NON-EMERGENCY
Police, Fire, Ambulance  Emergency 999 Police Non-Emergency 101
Gas Emergency 0800111999  NHS Non-Emergency 111
Electricity Emergency 105 Pest Control Non-Emergency 07789781151
Water Emergency 08003169 800
BUSES DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS SCHOOLS
Stagecoach Swindon 01793 521415 Highworth Surgery 01793762218 Eastrop Infants 01793763772
Thamesdown Transport 01793 428400 Elm Tree Surgery, (Shrivenham) 01793 782207 Southfield Junior 01793762210
Dial-a-Ride 01793616050 Great Western Hospital 01793 604020 Westrop Primary 01793 762897
Community Transport 01793617828 LIBRARY Warneford Secondary 01793 762426
Traveline 08712002233 ) i
Highworth Library 01793 463500 TAXIS
COLLEGES
Cirencester College 01285 640994 :FChREAT:]O: 01793 762602 Veezu 01793 701701
New College 0808 1724445 ighworth Rec TRAINS
Swindon College 01793491591 PHARMACIES National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950
LAW & ORDER Highworth Pharmacy 01793762220 Great Western Railways 03457 000125
Crimestoppers 0800555111 Home Farm Pharmacy 01793 861392 Disabled and Assisted Travel 08001971329
icti i Jones Graham Pharmacy

VICl:Im Supportline 08081689111 ) OTHER SERVICES
Action Fraud 03001232030 (Shrivenham) 01793783336 i ,

Citizens Advice Bureau 08444 994114
COUNCILS PRESCHOOL/NURSERY Trading Standards (business) 0207 830 6000
Highworth Town Council 01793762377 Eastrop Nursery 01793763772 Trading Standards (consumers) 0345404 05 06
Swindon Boro. Council 01793 463000 Westrop Nursery 01793762897 Alcohol and Drug Service 01793 695405
Streetsmart 01793 445501 Westgate Nursery Pest Control 08000 988652
FIRE SAFETY School & Créche 01793 861268 Samaritans 01793 537373
Home fire safety check 0800 389 7849 South Marston Pre-school 01793 823379 Women's Refuge 01793610610

LINKmagazin

e

Published under the auspices of Highworth Churches Together.
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Publishers: The Leadership of Highworth

Churches Together

Editor: Rachael Laing Smith
E: editor@highworthlink.co.uk

Production: Simon French
T: 07716 197236
E: highworthlink72@gmail.com

Advertising: Debbie Hodgson
E: advertising@highworthlink.co.uk

Highworth Distribution: Clive Hall
T: 07801 365282
E: clive7045@btinternet.com

Peter Croton
T:01793 762025

Villages Distribution: Keith Ratcliffe
T:01793 861122

Treasurer: Terry Williams

Highworth Link,

c/oThe Bridge Centre,

8a Sheep Street, Highworth
SN6 7AA

Highworth Link is published monthly
exceptin January and August.

Opinions expressed or implied in any
contributions are not necessarily those of
the editor or management committee.

No responsibility can be accepted for any
error of fact in the magazine or website.
Please inform the editor of any errors so
they can be rectified.

Contributions:

May be published in the magazine
and/or the web. Make clear any
limitations you have about what, how
and when we may publish your
contribution.

Email is preferred; otherwise deliver to
The Bridge Centre.

Make sure you are writing for a general
audience, not just your own
organisation. News stories should not

exceed 150 words. If it's too long we will
ask you to cut it. Articles may be longer
but get in touch first to save the
annoyance of a rejection. Photographs
and advertising artwork should be clear,
with good contrast. JPEG electronic
format is preferred but we can scan from
good quality prints. Make sure any
people in photos agree that the photo
can be published in the magazine and
web. Get parent’s consent in the case of
minors.

We reserve the right to edit contributions
and to not publish any contribution or
advertisement that is either unsuitable
for our format or is inconsistent with our
editorial policy.

Deadlines:

1st of the month before publication -
news, articles, advertising, what's on

and letters.

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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We Can Help

THE PURPLE
PLUMBING
PEOPLE ™

- W .,!-_;gg:!!-

Mobility / Accessible
Bathrooms

o Comfort Height Toilets
e Open Space
o | evel Accessible Showers - perfect
tor wheelchair use
e Grab rails in key locations
pepiv PSRN S, e Safety flooring
Yoo e Appliances casy to access

—y

THE

LAVENDERBATHROOM
COMPANY

01367 235989

info@lavenderbathrooms.co.uk
lavenderbarhrooms.co.uk @

VAT Exempt - You may be eligible for VAT free. Wt W

Call us for further info t&c's apply.

* Central Heating Installations ~ © Smart Technology * Hybrid Technology
* General Plumbing Services * Landlord and Agent Services * Water Softener and
« Underfloor Heating * Gas, 0il & Lpg central Cylinder installations

heating services and repairs

01367 252807 | info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk
purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk
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/ WILTSHIRE \
WINDOWS
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We Install A Wide Range Of Inspiring
Products To Suit Your Every Need

Windows « Doors « Roofline (Fascia, Soffit & Guttering)
Conservatories » Conservatory Roofs « Bifold Doors
Cladding « Secondary Glazing

arTA
No Gimmicks - Just Honest Prices
CERTIF g INSTALLE

Request your free quote today! s

01793727 668

@_ info@wiltshirewindows.co.uk

www.wiltshirewindows.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL, GENUINE, FAMILY RUN COMPANY!



