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Established

Sephtons

= Kitchens of Distinction

Quality you can see ...

Also on show...

62 Park Road, Faringdon, Oxfordshire, SN7 7BZ

Studio Opening Times 9.00am to 5.00pm,
closed Tuesday & Sunday - Free Showroom Parking Available.

info@sephtons.com 01367 244641 www.sephtons.com




Covid and injustice

Covid seems to
have had the
consequence of
shining a light
on injustice.
Injustice issues
that have been
a part of society
for a long time
have been
brought to the
surface. The l \
virus has been -
very powerful in highlighting, for example,
systemic racial injustice (we are reminded by the
recent trial of George Floyd’s murderer), resource
injustice with the unequal sharing of Covid
vaccines across the nations and the continuing
injustice against women.
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Into this situation came the proposed European
Football Super League which it seems had been
in secret discussion for some time, but was then
announced by the big clubs as a result of lost
revenues from the lockdowns. The effect was
almost universal opposition; why? In an article |
read by Matt Jolley from the London Institute of
Contemporary Christianity, because of the
perceived injustice. The plan would benefit the
rich clubs at the expense of the poorer clubs; the

decision had
ignored the
powerless and
excluded those
clubs who did
not
automatically
qualify.

The writer in
this Christian
publication
pointed out we
find out what
we hold sacred when it's threatened. In this issue
the argument for justice and fairness resulted in
the plan being abandoned.

As we all look ahead to the Government
roadmap lifting of the restrictions which we have
endured for so much longer than expected, my
prayer for our society is that we can use the
opportunity of Covid’s searchlight on injustice to
bring blessing and good news out of tragedy.

| can’t help reflecting as a Christian teacher that
the good news Jesus came to preach and to live
out was of a Kingdom that specifically included
the poor, the powerless and the outsider.

Rev. Geoff Sowden, St Michael’s
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ask you to cut it. Articles may be longer
but get in touch first to save the
annoyance of a rejection. Photographs
and advertising artwork should be clear,
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minors.
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Local charity delighted with ongoing support

from Dandelion Financial

Dandelion

Financial of
Highworth
have again

this year :
e

Dandelion Fin ancial

christians
against
poverty

supported the
free debt

advice service
that Christians
Against
Poverty (CAP)
provide to our
area and
community.

CAP are
grateful to
Andy Carter &
Sarah Watch
for their
ongoing
support of our
charitable
community
work.

Through this
award-
winning
charity,
anyone in e =
Highworth and the surroundlng towns can
receive FREE professional, confidential, holistic
debt advice and support. CAP also run Job Club,
Lifeskills and Money Management courses.

THE

LIGHTHOUSE
BOOKSHOP

Christian Books & Bibles, CDs, DVDs, Cards and that Special Gift

01793765153

www.dandelionfinancial.co.uk
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If you want to find out more about how CAP can
help you, please visit our website www.capuk.org
or call 0800 328 0006 to book a free home visit.

(See article on Dandelion Financial on page 38)

caLLFree o 0800 328 0006

Weighed down by

debt?

capdebthelp org ‘ H
»
A

debt help

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Citizen of the Year 2020:
Your winner

Last year, our readers voted for the person
they wanted to elect as Citizen of the Year.
It was a tough choice between ten deserving
Citizens of the Month, but there was a clear
winner.

Your votes decided Finn Farnell deserved the
prize and Matt Ford was delighted to
present Finn with his trophy earlier in the
year.

5-year-old Finn made hundreds of NHS
rainbow key chains which he sold, raising
£1500 for the Great Western Hospital
Childrens’ Ward. Finn was nominated for his
hard work and desire to help other children.

Well done Finn — a very worthy winner!

SIMPSONS j/ “SERVICE

« Any make or model servicing
=, * MOT' from £40 FRREE
: % Aircon Regassing u;m”
. : (i
= Professional Valeting Hec
» Collection & Delivery available
- Expert Engine Diagnostics

£k servicing and repairs for all makes of cars/light commercials
Lk All work covered by the Simpsons Price Promise”™

£¥ We can expertly diagnose dash board waming lights
covering all cars, makes and models

£¥ Free local collection & delivery

£¥ Free courtesy car for Link Magazine readers
mm«:m

| i T
y for ? quote 01793 762234

"Blackworth Pavilion, Highworth SN6 7NA

www.highworthlink.co.uk 5



Spreading the love

If you were one of the many people that got out
walking over lockdown, you might have spotted
one of the many hearts dotted around our town,
spreading joy and reminding anyone struggling
with their mental health where to get help. We
spoke to Lynette Kotecha, the person behind the
hearts:

Lynette, how did the idea come about?

“In 2018 my twin sister set up a business called
‘Team Kotecha Dance Fitness’ which I've been
really involved with. It was founded following
the tragic suicide of our best friend, to keep her
memory alive. It started as a dance class, but now
it's so much more than that; it’s a really
supportive community for people who need each
other.

“Then my neighbour lost his wife recently and
was feeling very alone, and we wanted to do
something to stop people feeling like that. When
I moved to Highworth I loved the fact that |
always felt supported. People would smile and
say hello to me on the High Street, and when |
had my first child | joined a music group at the
library and everyone totally welcomed me in. |
wanted everyone to feel that way.

“So | hoped the hearts would bring a smile to
people who need it.”

How many
have you put
out?

“We put out
20 in January
and another
60 in March all
around
Highworth,
including the
old golf course @&
and '
Pentylands.
Now, we
replace them

as and when we notice they are missing. My little
boy is three and really enjoys getting involved!”

And what has the feedback been from the local
community?

“We've had
lots of lovely
feedback
from people
of all ages.
People
particularly
like the bus
stop hearts, as
it's a time you
often sit and
think about
things so it
could be a
time when
the help lines
are really
needed.”

It’s not the first time you’ve done something to
spread a little positivity around Highworth, is it?

“No! We did a Christmas trail in December where
we hid 20 Christmassy pictures around
Highworth. If you found them all, you took a
photo with your favourite and were entered into
a competition! It went down really well.”

How do people get involved with Team
Kotecha?

“Mly twin sister runs the business, based in Wales,
but I'm really involved and run challenges on
Facebook that | know a lot of people from
Highworth have joined. The challenges vary;
from walking 5000 steps a day, to walking 100
miles. There is a great, positive community and it
really is for everyone; our members range from
13 to 80!

“We also do dance fitness classes on Zoom, and a
free craft afternoon every couple of months.”

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Get involved on Facebook:

Team Kotecha Dance Fitness: https://www.facebook.com/TeamKotecha
Team Kotecha Daily Challenge: https://www.facebook.com/groups/

1208755866176767
If you need any support, don’t suffer alone:
Samaritans: call 116 123 for free 24 hours a day,

or visit https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/

Text SHOUT to 85258 for free, 24/7
Mind: www.mind.org.uk/information-support/

Lynette Kotecha

Ask AMS
80+ videos on 3 YouTube
‘AMS Accountancy’

A

What does the ‘Personal Tax Allowance’
mean?

Every person who is resident in the UK is given a
personal allowance each tax year.

The personal allowance is the amount of income
you can receive before paying tax —and it
generally increases each tax year. For the
2021/22 tax year, it is £12,570. So, if you earn
£20,000 in 2021/22, you will be subject to
income tax on £7,430 of your earnings.

The personal allowance is reduced when your
income exceeds £100,000 in a tax year (by £1 for
every £2 your income exceeds £100,000) - so
that if your taxable income reaches £125,140 (in
2021/22), you will no longer receive a personal
allowance.

01793 818400 \t ICAEW a
W CHARTERED
www.ams-accountancy.couk £ ACCOUNTANTS
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ITSUPTO WASHHANDS
ALL OF US o

L)

COVER FACE

SWINDON

I’'SUPTO
ALL OF US

/ WHEN
YOU GO & *'ﬂ‘
OUT:

COVID-19

NO MATTER
MAKE SPACE

www.highworthlink.co.uk

IF YOU HAVE

SYMPTOMS,

HOW MINOR:

ChipsAway

One stop quality car paintwork repairs

Before

Bumper scuffs - Kerbed alloys

Paintwork scratches - Minor panel damage

® COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Why not call in for a FREE estimate
Unit 3, Central Trading Estate, Signal Way,
Old Town, Swindon SN3 |PD.
07841 096883 or 01793 881883

www.chipsaway-sven.co.uk

Opening hours: Mon - Thu: 8.30- 1700 Fri: 8.30 - 14.00

REPAIRS ARE FULLY GUARANTEED
T

SELF-ISOLATE

SWINDON

IT'SUPTO
ALL OF US

GET TESTED

ki
KEEP OTHERS
SAFE




One million bubbles

In 2020, during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic,
2200 balloon artists from 81 countries took part in a
global campaign to spread love, joy and hope
through their art. Whether it was in front gardens,
public spaces, windows or balconies, thousands of
international balloon professionals joined forces to
be a source of light in a very dark world.

Three different projects were held in 2020 and
thousands of artists from around the world took
part, creating marvellous works of art to make their
neighbours and friends, if even for a moment, smile.
The hashtag #onemillionbubbles was even trending
on Instagram on Easter weekend 2020.

This ‘campaign of kindness’ known as ‘One Million
Bubbles’ continued on April 24th and 25th, 2021. |
took part again to help bring smiles to the faces of
our local community.

My aim was to make people smile, even just for a
minute, and | hope that the balloons | made did just
that. Thank you to everyone who stopped by to
compliment them, your kind words mean so much.

If you missed them, there are lots more pictures on
my Facebook page; Balloons By Em.

Emily Gunn

SpeedWatchers wanted

" COMMUNITY
* SPEED WATCH

The Highworth Community SpeedWatch group
at Redlands has issued an appeal to residents to
make Highworth a no speeding zone.

The CSW scheme, run by Wiltshire Police, works
with volunteers to operate calibrated speed
cameras at sites with proven speeding issues.

Details of speeding vehicles are uploaded to
Wiltshire Police who take appropriate action.

The scheme at Redlands has been authorised to
recruit additional volunteers to operate on other
roads in the town. Suggestions are Shrivenham
Road, Cricklade Road, St Michael’s Avenue and
Roundhills Mead. Others would be considered.

A traffic survey will check the road meets the
criteria for a CSW site once a minimum of three
volunteers have indicated they are willing to
cover a particular road.

Volunteers must be over 18, able to stand during
a session, and able to read licence plates of
passing vehicles.

To volunteer, email highworthcsw@gmail.com or
DM the group’s Facebook page,
http://facebook.com/highworthcommunityspeed
watch

www.highworthlink.co.uk



We install a Range of Inspiring
Products to Suit Your Every Need

Windows - Doors « Roofline (Fascia, Soffit & Guttering)
Conservatories « Conservatory Roofs - Bifold Doors

Cladding - Secondary Glazing C=RTASS
No Gimmicks - Just Honest Prices

Request your free quote today!

01793 727 668

info@wiltshirewindows.co.uk

O
www.wiltshirewindows.co.uk QL\@ @*“Q



Are you no longer in full-time employment

or looking after a family?

The u3ais a
national
organisation
available to
you. It's for
people who
want to get
together to
share their
interests and
learn new
things in a
friendly and
informal
environment.
No
qualifications
required!

The Swindon
u3a covers

Highworth and the villages, and is very active,
having over 150 different sections! These span a
huge range of activities, including outdoor

groups such as
bowls, walking
and archery;
and indoor
interests for
example
languages,
keep fit, yoga,
literature,
hobbies and
pastimes you
can share,
photography,
local history,
aviation, and
many more.

In addition to
the groups
(which usually

meet in the daytime), there's a monthly meeting

_—T

Bridge players

Gardening

with an interesting speaker and the opportunity

to chat to other members over tea and coffee.

Some sections have trips, for example the
theatregoers, concertgoers and travel groups.

10

www.highworthlink.co.uk

The ‘third age’ is
the time in your
life when you
have the
freedom to
follow the
interests which
give you
pleasure and
will continue to
keep you active
and alert. There
is no upper or
lower age limit;

, it's ‘stage not

’

age’.

During the time
of COVID-19,
some sections
kept going

online using ‘Zoom’, but with the Government’s
‘opening up’ step, sections are coming back into
full swing.

The pictures
show examples
of enjoyable

| group activities.

Wednesday 2nd
June this year is
‘u3a Day’ and
there will be a
stand in the

| Brunel Centre in

Swindon all day,
so if you're in
town you can

™ talk to some

members.

For further
information
visit:

www.swindonu3a.org.uk, T: 01793 614629
or call Christopher Ockwell on T: 07712 078942.

Robin Clegg



Let's Keep »
Highworth Tidy

POSTER COMPETITION

Would you like to see your artwork displayed
for all to see?
If so, we would like you to design a poster which we
can display around our Town and use on social
media to promote our anti-litter campaign.

The competition is open to two age groups.
Junior: Ages up to 12
Senior: Ages 13 to 17

Why are we doing this?
Because litter is unsightly, a threat to the
environment and makes our beautiful Town untidy.

Please submit your hand drawn copies to Jacqui at HTC office in
Gilbert’'s Lane or email your design to
admin@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Closing date July 31st 2021.

HOW LONG DOES

LITTER LAST?
'“‘ 4
THIS IS WHY L
IT MATTERS 450 Years
1-5Years 200 Years
1 Million Years
)] B
/- =
Ei [ L= Y
1000’s of Years 450 Years 5Years 'eworth Communiy

www.highworthlink.co.uk 1



——— S Tony's topical tip of the month

OK, so it's that time again, when gardeners are
s ¢ SON | : being very busy sowing seeds and planting and
2 D oL asking themselves, “What did | sow in this or

S

X A\ P that pot and where or what was it that was

Collection/Delivery * Disspastic st planted in the greenhouse?”

. « All types of servicing

service and loan car S MOTins Mirnaed i

available Free of Charge . grakes, clutch & exhausts Obviously

Complete vehicle care at affordable prices + All mechanical repairs labels are

Knowledgeable and trustworthy - Fully insured the answer

mechanics providing genuine advice « Over 25 years experience and you
have many,
right at
the tip of
your

HIGHWORTH & DISTRICT finger.

Well, that
is if you
like ice
cream. The
lid off an
ice cream
tub will
make 10
or even 12
labels and

more can be made from the tub itself. The plastic
is not easy to work with so why not ask a friend

in Newburgh Place to help you cut some labels just like this; enjoy!

Open: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 4.30pm Tony Brewster
Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm

SCRRNGRE TR eGhrestana 8 Be Hedgehog friendly this June
quality unwanted items of Furniture, Clothing,

CHARITY SHOP

J 's t £
Bric-a-brac and Toys. hl::iegihzz %
If you have any large items these can be tip : to ask §
collected on Wednesdays or Saturday garaeners ¢
N : - to avoid N
mornings by arrangement. . g
Ot a using slug 2
Call: 01793 766800  JERGEE
during shop hours replace g
them with . &
alternatives g
4 L. "\ suchas *
To advertise in beer traps.
The Highworth Link Hedgehogs
are poisoned by slug pellets. Beer traps offer a
call 01793 764768 safer way to protect your plants and not harm
deb.hodgson@tiscali.co.uk our spiky friends.
Lauren Hogarth, Hedgehog friendly Highwort
\. J/ h, Hedgehog friendly Highworth

12 www.highworthlink.co.uk
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e 2 J 2
+¢  FOOTCAREATHOME &’¢
Enjoy a professional pedicure and relaxing
Foot Massage in your own home.
Common foot problems are also treated.
Niall McDiarmid B.Sc.(Microbiology) O.A. Dip. Foot
Health Practitioner
Full PPE worn.
01793 978419 or 07802 355762.

Avallable for Hire:
for Partles and other events
Pllates, Yoga and other
classes currently avallable
for further Information
contact:
Karen Mayell
01793 762770
or emall:
kmayell@btinternet.com

N
o

OVENCLEAN

The original oven cleaning specialists
Ovenclean will transform your oven and put the sparkle back into your kitchen!
" Friendly, professional and reliable v Removes grease, fat and bumt on

/ Completely safe, eco-fiiendly dl carbon deposits from: Ovens - AGAs
inpiccly sk e ey demiog DU g e Evoecars il NGOG
v No fumes, no mess, no bother Microwaves - Hobs - Ranges

Call Jeff today to book your oven clean
07535 545787 www.ovenclean.com

07834 785 068
E fnfo:dumblodambnmmok

HOME & VIDEO
TUTORING

Since 2003, from KS2 to A Level
1' Maths, Science, “How to Learn”
(other subjects considered)

MARK DARLING

mark@darling.co.uk

SRy, TOTAL BATHROOM &
> <,  KITCHEN SOLUTIONS

T
- =

23 GLEBE PLACE, HIGHWORTH, WILTS, SH6 TEN

FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE | E: JROBINSON330I@EMAIL.COM

Bl G Son - et

¥ Swindon
= g.-’[umlnnq & ﬂeatmq Fomelyof Abacrity — SNG THS
* Gas Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Installations
* Gas work & Safety Certificates + Bathrooms & Showers 4
* All Plumbing & Heating work undertaken « Power Flushing s

Tel: 07771 822810 / 07831 718929 / 01793 978451
e-mail: daveheadandson@gmail.com

]

Granklire Womorials a(éd/

Unit 14, Blackworth Industrial Estate, Highworth SN6 TNA

Independent
BRAMM registered * Licenced Memorial Mason

= Free Quorations
B g 2 = )‘wﬁf P alb
M, 01793 766715 s pias
b paul@ franklinmemarials.com
_ Brochure available or home visits can be trranged
@ teaning and reftorbishing 1 eisling mema; wald

www.franklinmemorials.com

A Hig hworth Pet Care
Dog Walking, Licensed Home Boarding,
Pet Taxi, Small Animal & Cat Care

Call Nicola on 07880 607447
www.highworthpetcare.co.uk

Consmlcuon & General Builder

Lee Wilson

lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk M: 07894 759055 T: 01793 861714

19 Barra Close, Highworth, Wiltshire, SN& 7HX

FENCING & GATES (RESIDENTIAL/SECURITY/COMMERCIAL)

DRIVEWAYS | GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE | PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS | PLASTERING | GENERAL MAINTENANCE (NO JOB T0OO SMALL)
QUALIFIED MACHINE & DUMPER DRIVER

13
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Registered by Funeral Planning Assoclation

7 Bereavement care

Eillier

Funeral Service

4 Prepayment plans
Compassionate, professional service
Family run and independent

Please contact us on 01793 764337 for more details AEZ

www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk enquiries@hillierfuneralservice.co.uk



From the Lions Den

My last contribution to the Link was in the
February edition. It seems a long time ago but a
lot has happened since then.

Following step two of the Government’s Road
Map, we were able to open our Charity Shop in
April. Unfortunately, we were only able to open
for four and a half days owing to staff shortages
and, because of stock problems, we were not
able to take donations. This situation has
improved, but we can still only take a limited
amount of donations and we are not able to
carry out collections from customer’s homes.
Hopefully this will improve.

President Norman Little, Lion Keith Ratcliffe, Lion Rodney
Davis, and Lion Jack Thornton

Unfortunately, Club activities have virtually
ceased other than Zoom meetings, but a
welcome distraction from our problems was
provided by a local lady called Sam. She was
celebrating a landmark birthday in the week
before Easter by going around the streets of
Highworth and surrounding areas dressed as an
Easter Bunny. Luckily, she had a Lions collection
bucket with her and she managed to raise the

magnificent sum of £432.22 for the Lions Club
from cash and online donations. Well done Sam
and her helper, and thank you.

For the remainder of the year, we hope to put on
a ‘Meet the Lions’ stall on the Podium and, if
COVID-19 stays away, have an outing for the
elderly, as usual, in September. We hope to have
our usual Christmas activities with Father
Christmas, etc, and continue to support local and
National charities and good causes whenever
possible. We could do so much more if we had
more active and committed members and
volunteers so please do get in touch if you'd like
to get involved.

I have been putting the list of major monthly
donations on the Charity Shop door during
closure but, in case you have missed them, here is
the list since January:

JANUARY

Visit Highworth Ltd. £250.00
Brain Tumour Research £250.00
Highworth Mayor’s Charity £150.00
FEBRUARY

Brighter Futures, GWH £200.00
Swindon Food Bank £200.44
MARCH

Visit Highworth Ltd. £250.00
Wiltshire Air Ambulance £500.00
Swindon Woman'’s Aid £250.00
APRIL

R.N.L.I. £500.00
Wiltshire Search & Rescue £500.00
Highworth Forget-me-not Café £200.00.

One last word: you've probably noticed that we
have moved the defibrillator from the old Police
Station to the Westrop Surgery in Newburgh
Place.

Rodney Davis,

Highworth and District Lions Club

www.highworthlink.co.uk 5




Inspected and rated

Outstanding Yy
Q CareQuality
Commission

Discover a new world of safe,
™ expert care from Home Instead

The amazing care you are looking for -
in the comfort, familiarity and privacy of
your own home.

We all want to continue to enjoy a fulfilled life. Even in older age.
And that's where the experts at Home Instead can help.

Our award winning range of care services provides you with the
constant reassurance that there is care and companionship in the
home, every day.

All our care is tailormade for each person's current situation:
helping out, giving personal assistance, providing real

]

@ Home Instead.
7o us, ils personal

companionship. And itis always delivered by expertly trained
people who also have a deep-down desire to care for others,
Whatever questions about care you might have, we have lots of
answers to discuss with you. Contact us today to find out more
how Home Instead can help you and your loved one enjoy a
more fulfilled life.

Contact us today on 01793 988526
email: admin.swindon@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/swindon/contact-us

richardjames.uk

richard james

What makes us different?

Qur local property
specialists have a wealth
of experience between
them, particularly when it
comes to understanding
the fundamental values of
village and country homes.

Qur passion for property,
together with quality
service and genuine
commitment, results in a
company you can trust.

01793 765 292

highworth@richardjames.uk

We delight in offering
clients a quality service
tailored to their needs,
as we appreciate that
every home is different,
and so are the people
living in them.

At Richard James, it's
not just important to
do things our way, it's
important to do them
your way, too.

nick sollis laura white

fredy saju alyssa kent




Highworth War Memorial: 100 years

For those people
new to our town,
here is a brief
account of how the
memorial came into
being 100 years ago
on Sunday 3rd April
1921.

In May 1919, a
group of ex-soldiers
asked the town
council how
Highworth would
remember the dead.
A public meeting
was held and a lot of
ideas put forward.
At this stage, no-one
suggested the
memorial that we
see today. Mr. Wolfe- |
Barry of Parsonage
Farm offered to give
the old Tithe Barn field, (the area now covered
by the two Brewery Street car parks and the
road), but only if a community hall was built. This
idea was popular, especially with the

Headmaster. It would save the school hall from
smelling of tobacco and drink on a Monday
morning.

Mr Moulton favoured a fountain and horse
trough in the Market Place, but Mr Percy Clack
had the most ambitious idea. The field had a
spring, so why not a swimming pool and a hall?
Carried away, he then proposed a free library, a
garden and a band stand!

February 1920 saw another meeting and it was
decided to have two memorials. One would be
for peace. The cricket field, now the top Rec,
would be bought by the council. This would give
a safe place for children to play. The soldier’s
memorial would be the one that we see today.

Another meeting was then held to decide on the
site. Rev. Bailey, the Congregational minister, felt
that it should be by the road so that everyone
who passed by would see it and remember. It
was agreed. Finding the money was a problem
and two appeals had to be made before the

money was found in November.

So, on April 3rd 1921, Mrs Arkell unveiled the
memorial. It was estimated that about 1000
people attended. The families of the dead stood,
half-shielded by the church trees, but their sobs
could be heard.

Over the years the memorial became very shabby
and the Historical Society took on the project to
have it cleaned. Donations came in from local
traders, the Freke-Norton Trust, private towns-
people and fundraising by the society. Work was
completed and the memorial re-dedicated on
Sunday May 3rd 2015.

Christine Suter. Chairwoman, Highworth
Historical Society

www.highworthhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Hopefully, the Historical Society will be able to
start meeting again in the autumn. In the
meantime, our little museum in Visit Highworth
may be open shortly. They stock our books on
some aspects of Highworth life. This includes
‘Highworth Remembers’ (£3) which gives the
story of the town during WWI.

www.highworthlink.co.uk 17



Highworth Library book reviews

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell
(London: Tinder Press, 2020)

Nominated Winner of the 2020 Women's Prize
for fiction and Waterstones Book of the Year
2020.

Set in 16th century England in the time of the
Black Death Plague, this is a very different book
to Maggie O’Farrell’s usual modern day,
contemporary settings. | was not disappointed; a
book about love, loss and grief and finding a
way back from the brink; topics on which
O'Farrell writes very sympathetically and
touchingly.

On a summer’s day in 1596, a young girl in
Stratford-upon-Avon takes to her bed with a
fever. Her twin brother, Hamnet, searches

THE SUNDAY IS BESTSRILER

MONT,

gy ® My Garden World:
DON_‘;- the natural year

¢ by Monty Don
(London: Two Roads, 2020)

| A must for a time when
we're all spending a lot

more time in and around

our homes and gardens.

‘My Garden World’ is a

M& celebration of every living
creature that we all share, from the ubiquitous
blackbird to the feisty fox, interspersed with
interesting little facts along the way. Did you

The Thursday Murder Club
by Richard Osman
(Leicester: Charnwood, 2020)

This is an exceptionally clever book, the plot
being deft and daft in equal measure (maybe a
few too many red herrings as one nears the
end?).

It is centred around four friends in a retirement
home; Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might
be pushing 80 but they still have a few tricks up
their sleeves. Can our unorthodox but brilliant
gang catch the killer before it's too late? Well, |
think you already know the answer to that!

everywhere for help. Why
is nobody at home? Their
mother, Agnes, is over a
mile away, in the garden
where she grows medicinal
herbs. Their father is
working in London.
Neither parent knows that
one of the children will
not survive the week.

HAM

Maggic O'Farrell

Hamnet is a novel inspired
by the son of our famous
playwright, William Shakespeare. It is a tender
and unforgettable reimagining of a boy whose
life has been all but forgotten, but whose name
was given to one of the most celebrated plays
ever written.

know that the mole can dig at a rate of 15ft an
hour, midges are indiscriminate about their prey;
humans, cattle or deer are equally attractive,
there are eighteen different species of British bat
and that the droppings of a bat are made up
entirely of the wings and bones of their prey and
have almost no liquid content at all?

‘My Garden World' is Monty Don’s personal
journey through the natural year, month by
month, season by season, observed from the
immediate world around him. A beautiful read
indeed, which brings us ever closer to the natural
world around us.

It is catalogued as a crime
book and indeed more
than one person meets an
untimely end, but its real
strength lies in the acute
observations on old age,
middle age, family
dynamics and really just on
life generally. It is also
funny; a wry wit which
manages to hit the spot
without tipping over into
cruelty about human
frailty.

RiCHARD
0SMAN

LTy ——
= et Atk =8 o et Eomrisstoniiog o

One of the most popular new titles of 2020.
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Children’s Corner

The Night Bus Hero

by Onjali Q.Rauf

(London: Orion, 2020)

Told from the perspective of a bully, this book
explores themes of homelessness, while

celebrating kindness, friendship and the
potential everyone has to change for the good.

Inspired by Onjali’'s own childhood experiences of
growing up in London and seeing the impact of
homelessness on those around her, ‘'The Night

< The Diary of a
Vi Wimpy Kid -

' The Deep End
by Jeff Kinney
. (UK: Puffin, 2020)

Book 15 of the diary of
the Wimpy Kid series
| keeps on giving.

Bus Hero’ follows an
unlikely friendship
between our narrator and
Thomas, who lives in the
park.

Can they get to the
bottom of some unusual
thefts taking place across
the city and discover what
it takes to be a real hero?

LI Q. RAUF

In ‘The Deep End’, Greg Heffley and his family
hit the road for a cross-country camping trip,
ready for the adventure of a lifetime. But things
take an unexpected turn and they find
themselves stranded at an RV park that's not
exactly a summertime paradise.

When the skies open up and the water starts to
rise, the Heffleys wonder if they can save their
vacation or if they're already in too deep!

Alison Dutton, Highworth Library

@ High Performance Felt
@ GRP Fibre Glass @ Single Ply
@ General Flat Roof Repairs

Over 40 years Experience
Free Estimates & Advice

Acupuncture

An effective treatment for many
health problems.

Hazel Andrews uicac macs
7 Ash Gardens, South Marston

01793 827507

www.acuhome.co.uk

thecatnap s

High quality boarding cattery in
Fairford - 5 rated by Cotswold
District Council. Modern heated
chalets, fully licenced and insured.

1 Come and have a look, we are sure
your cat will love it!

Please call 01285-711214 or email

becky@thecatnap.com for more
information.

www.thecatnap.com

\ T-01793 764093 M: 07543 492452 |

MKJ Plumbing & Heating
Services Ltd

——= Heating installations
———— - Boiler service and breakdowns
- - Bathroom installations
- - All other aspects of plumbing
Services Ltd dﬂdﬂeaﬁng

@ @ | Aworcester
e Bosch Group
546_2_1-6 Accredited Installer

01793722931 07747896728

Vi Sty Norumental Seulptor of Marlborough

New Memorials illd S'HI]IdOII
Renovations BRAMM
Additional Inscriptions  Visit our Website
Email martin@mijsly.co.uk | www.misly.co.uk |

Memorial Studio: 33 Morley Street, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 1SG
Telephone 01793 511008
Open by appointment only Monday to Saturday *and evenings*

Workshop and Studio:

Pelham Court, London Road, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 2AG
Telephone 01672 516797
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Spor t Compiled by Jason Daniels

If you have a sport story email jcdsport12@gmail.com

Swindon Croquet Club

All white at the back

Swindon Croquet Club members recently
gathered to spruce up the Clubhouse and
Equipment Store with bright white paint. It was
definitely a case of ‘many hands make light
work’ and following successful completion of the
project, Chairman Clive Smith declared that the
Clubhouse could now be seen from outer space!

The club is always keen to welcome new
members and free trial sessions, with equipment
and tuition provided, are available. For further
details please visit our website or contact John
below.

Beverly Briggs

W: www.swindoncroquetclub.org.uk
T: 1John Airey 01793 873 026

Highworth Town Junior Football Club

The junior football club are back in action
following the latest FA and Government
guidelines. After several months of no action for
all the children, everyone was delighted to be
back as we re-opened for training sessions in
April.

It was fantastic to see the joy on the children’s
faces as they met up with their team mates and
joined in with the sessions provided by the club’s
coaches. Whilst they were delighted to be back,

20

unfortunately the club has suffered a number
mindless vandalism attacks which have all been
referred to the Police, along with the CCTV
footage that has thankfully caught everything on
camera. For some time now we have had
unwanted guests gathering in the club in the
evening and leaving a trail of rubbish and
broken glass behind. An incident involving
youths hanging off of, and eventually pulling
down, our guttering was only eclipsed when a
car drove into, and smashed, the gate at our
entrance causing hundreds of pounds worth of
damage. The latter resulted in our club member
Dominic Rosato launching a Go-Fund-Me page
and within two days the club had raised over
£1000. | would like to thank Dominic for coming
up with the idea and also thank the local
residents and members of the club who
contributed.

Joyful Juniors

My extended thanks go to the Great Western
Building Services, a local business who kindly
offered to purchase and replace the gate. |
cannot believe how quickly local residents
responded to come to our aid. Thank you on
behalf of everyone at HTJFC; we will use the
money to improve the security to help discourage
these type of incidents.

Mark Collett (Chairman)

W: www.highworthtownjuniorsfc.co.uk

www.highworthlink.co.uk



Highworth Town Football Club

The club has re-opened for members and
hopefully by now, (I wrote this in April) the
‘outside only’ restrictions will have been
removed.

We've been informed that the Southern and
Hellenic leagues will undergo a restructuring as
part of the Football Association’s national review
and it seems the First Team's visits to the South
Coast may be a thing of the past with several
Oxfordshire clubs
replacing us. The
reserves opposition
in the Hellenic
league will also

| change, leaving us
with a more

| westerly base.

HIGHWORTH TOWH FC

£
[}
=
z
=
=
2
=
=
=

| If you are interested
~ in following our
progress, please do
look us up us on
social media or via
Re-shuffling the League Packs our website.

Derek Lloyd

W: www.highworthtownfc.com

Wrag Barn Golf Club

Third Time Lucky? After a long winter of
lockdown, it has been wonderful to see so many
golfers at Wrag Barn enjoying the triumphs and
tribulations of chasing that little white ball.
People haven't forgotten how to play and there
have been some fabulous scores which bodes
well for the Championships later on in the
summer. For now, there is a full calendar of
competitive and fun competitions scheduled to
go ahead at Wrag Barn Golf Club in the coming
months.

One of our first charitable events took place in
April in aid of the British Heart Foundation. It
was a mixed event and 24 teams braved one of
the wettest days this spring to help ‘Beat
Heartbreak Forever’ by raising £705 for the local
branch in Faringdon. To find out more about the
British Heart Foundation please take a look at
their website www.bhf.org.uk. As lockdown
eases, we are planning to hold functions again in
the Clubhouse and are looking

; T
Our Members Enjoying the Sun

forward to celebrating long-anticipated
weddings and parties, not forgetting a
programme of Tribute Nights. Please look us up
online to find out more.

Verity Manners

W: www.wragbarn.com

Highworth Running Club

Running social distances

Whilst we had to cancel our races again this year,
Boris did say we could resume our training runs
in the spring which was an enormous relief to all.
Running on your own is fine, but we do enjoy a
natter at the same time. Normally we’d invite

anyone interested in us to come along and join
us on a run, but due to our need to track and
trace those we run with, our training sessions are
currently only open to club members.

Please keep an eye on our website for protocol
updates if you are keen to join us.

Jason Daniels
W: www.highworthrunningclub.com
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Cotswold Farm Gardens open weekend

Supporting National
Garden Scheme (NGS)
and A Rocha.

Saturday and Sunday, 12th
& 13th June (2pm - 5pm)

Cotswold Farm,
Duntisbourne Abbots,
GL7 7JS

Tickets £7.50, children
are free (pre-booking
available via the NGS
website for the weekend
or on-site contactless
payment)

A beautiful Arts & Crafts
Cotswold garden in a
stunning location,
overlooking a quiet valley
on descending levels with
terraces designed by :
Norman Jewson in the 1930s. Enclosed by T: 01285 821837,

Cotswold stone walls and yew hedges the garden ~ W: www.cotswoldfarmgardens.org.uk
has all year-round interest.

Four Phenomenal Women present a lighthearted evening
of drama and poetry

Saturday 24th July, 7.30pm. Highworth St Michael and All Angels Church.

Tickets are £10 (including a drink) and are available from the Lighthouse Bookshop
from mid-June or T: 01793 763337.

All proceeds to Swindon Branch of the Samaritans (Charity no 219432).

We of fer 15 and 30
wrap around : hour funded
care from - d y : 3-year olds
7.30am until { w ¢ and 15-hour
5.30pm ) - 2-year olds.
Ladybird Room Nursery @ URSERYESCH OO
3-4 year olds

Contact Information: Telephone number:01793 762897 Email: nursery@westrop. swmdan sch uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/westropnursery/

* We are a professional, committed and recognised workferce, with an Early Years family coordinator.
* We are an inspiring learning environment that is inclusive and meets the needs of all children.
* We ensure children play their part as caring and active citizens both in school and the local community.

= We strive to deliver exciting and engaging curriculum, by using the children's interests in the planning.

22 www.highworthlink.co.uk



glide
sliding door wardrobes
® Over 30 years experience

® Made to measure wardrobes

® Bespoke interiors and bedroom furniture
® Large range of designs and styles

m Call for a FREE, no obligation, quotation

Visit your local showroom in Coleshill, by appointment

Call David on 01 793 861 584

www.superglidewardrobes.co.uk

10% oFF when you mention the Highworth Link Magazine | [

*-DEACONS .........

o -ﬁz for DI'AMONDS superb range of new,
Y s . e b bespoke and pre-owned
Y R W diamond jewellery

Same day ring

Items featured
sizing service

subject to stock

on all new availability
purchases

Deacon & Son (Swinpon) Ltp

Established 1848
11-15 Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon, SN1 4AN  Tel: 01793 522072 /527530
Email: swindon@deacons-jewellers.com www.deacons-jewellers.com
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Dear Highworth,

Before the pandemic, my mum,
Carole Farmer, ran children’s groups
in Highworth for 10 years in total.

Sadly, she is unable to continue
running these groups as over the
past year her hip has unfortunately
deteriorated and she’s waiting for an
operation. She has felt really down
about not being able to start back up
again and thinks that she is letting
people down.

I am so proud of her. Her amazing
groups allowed mums and dads with
young children a chance to make
new friends and provided a safe
place for children to have fun in
Highworth. | would like her to realise
the impact she had on so many
parents and children.

Many thanks.
Jennie Farmer

Dear Editor,

| am writing this to share my open water
swimming adventure especially as we are
seeing lots of positive press on the mental
health benefits. | started swimming in the
Cotswold Water Park with my daughter, Alice,
three years ago. We love it; it has an addictive
quality.

We swim skins (no wetsuit) and this year have
dipped through the winter. On the 27th Dec |
achieved 100m and Alice 200m at four
degrees! (Alice is much more hardy). | am now
training for a Relay English Channel Swim. To
qualify I have to double dip in water colder
than 16 degrees; swim for 1"z hours followed
by a break and then back in for 1 hour. | have
attached my blog and fundraising page for
support and interest.

I’'m happy to be a swim buddy for any
Highworth people!

https:/iclarewiddop.wixsite.com/clareschanneldip/post/welcome-to-my-adventure

https:/iwww.totalgiving.co.uk/mypagel/clarewiddop
Claire Widdop, clarewiddop@live.co.uk
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BEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS
STUNNING SHOWEROOMS
WONDERFUL WETROOMS

 THE ©
BATHROOM

COMPANY

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALLATION

www.lavenderbathrooms.co.uk  info@lavenderbathrooms.co.uk ¢ 01793 674477

YOUR LOCAL § e
PLUMBER ¢ ;

PEOPLE
Our team of professional engineers are on hand
to fix any problem that is in some way connected
to your plumbing or heating. Here's some of the
things we can help you with:
v~ Service your boiler
v Sort a seized tap or low pressure
v~ Upgrade your bathroom
v~ Install a new radiator
v~ Upgrade your heating system
v Install a water softener
v Install a disability toilet or shower
v Install an outside tap
v~ Fix your dripping overflow

CALL \.01793 674474 &\ 44 7™ wmic)

Find us on
Facebook!

&4 info@purpleplumbingpeople.co.u www.purpleplumbingpeople.co.uk f |
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HAIR GBEAUTY
R K
\" 3 Bespoke hair and beauty therapist

Tailor made treatments and packages
MOBILE SERVICES AVAILABLE
Email: contact@beauty-ruralbespoke.com Call: 07893813356

@ ruralbespokehairandbeauty.co.uk

Cl.IFF'S A

Contact CIlFf cI:if sellars@gmail corn- '

07506 698718
NOJOBTOO SMALL

L.N.E

Lee Newson FElectrical
Domestic » Commercial « Industrial

-
RNEE ERIE
RAPPROVED
CONTRACTOR
Millbrook House, Westrop, nghworth SN6 7QH
leene lectrical hoo.com
07860 6221 22

Cat Care
& Services

If you need help caring for your pet or

are away from home and don't want the
stress of the cattery ‘Cat Care & Services’
will meet yours and your pets needs.

Our Visits will include:

G. R. ACKLING

DECORATOR

Apprenticeship Served
Advanced City & Guilds

QU}IIiﬁed + Lots of socialising, play, lap time
Free Estimates Bdcucumtsorvicns  andattenton orjourpet
i g Helen Spring: + Swindon and surrounding
0777 0767 916 areas

Call (01793) 764983

Helenspring1146gmailcom + £10 pervisit, (visits are 1 hour)

i » 2%, Inside Out
S % Services
;/' 2 AL S
Need help in your Home or Garden?
STYLISTS' TERESA & KERRY Local family business offers high quality services
Professional house cleaning + General maintenance & repairs
BEAUTICIAN: NA /A Interior painting & decorating « Interior window cleaning

Gardening « Shed & fence painting « General repairs & DIY jobs
NO JOB TO SMALL « FULLY INSURED
For a reliable and trustworthy service contact Richard
Phone: 01793 725091 or 07443 951066
Email: richard@insideoutservices.me.uk

01793 762 929

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

HOME PLAN

Plans drawn for Extensions,
Conversions & New Builds

Free Estimates NO VAT Call Rod

01793 762368 or
07798 864291

www.home-plan-design.co.uk

Independent
Funeral Celebrant

Lewis Watson

multitude of events in

% Children's Parties
Sports & Fitness Classes

% Barn Dances

} * Quiz/Race Nights

Meetings and other events

Free impartial advice
01793 764732 or 07966 485654

PLASTERING SERVICES LTD
City and Guilds Qualified
* Skimming of Walls and Ceilings
* Interior,/Exterior Rendering
* Interior/Exterior Painting
* Covering Artex * Repairs
» Clean and Reliable
For a free quote please call Adam
079 4187 1323
www.adamgoughplastering.co.uk
HIGHWORTH, SWINDON

Gogglebox

v Repairs, Tunings
& Set-ups

Regular & one-off cleans
Consistent cleaning quality
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call Darryl Pace ; ' ,
* Equipment & Supplies provided

01793 812738
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MICHAEL WOOLMER
ELECTRICS

Industrial » Commercial » Domestic

APPROVED

34 Tue DORMERS Dayrive Mog: 07909 544620
Hignworti, Wiits SN6 TNZ - Evesives TeL: 01793 763648
mic.wool@ btinternet.com




Dear Editor,

The staff and parents at my son’s pre-school
recently organised various fundraising events for a
beautiful, courageous, little 5 year-old girl called
Avaya who is fighting Neuroblastoma (a very rare,
but aggressive childhood cancer).

She has gone through various treatments but
unfortunately it’s still not enough. The National
Neuroblastoma panel are looking at alternative
treatment, but this won’t be covered by the NHS.
This treatment will come at a cost far beyond the
family’s means and that’s why they need your help.

As soon as | became aware of Avaya’s illness, |
wanted to help save her life. | heard about a
challenge that was well out of my comfort zone,
which | knew would test me.

| decided to run four miles, every four hours for 48
hours (in total, 48 miles) starting at midday on
Friday 30th April, finishing at 8am on Monday 2nd
May. As a firefighter, | felt it would be challenging
and appropriate to run the last four miles in fire
kit, and | was overjoyed to be joined by other
firefighters. Seeing all the support, including Avaya
and her family, made me pull my socks up and give
it one last push.

| can’t thank everyone enough for all their support
over the weekend and leading up to the challenge.
Please help to save Avaya’s life by donating to my
GoFundMe page.

‘Avaya’s fight against Neuroblastoma’:
https://gofund.me/4c19fac3

Many thanks.

Dear Editor,

Recently | was lucky enough to have spotted a
pair of beautiful tawny owls in the trees at the
bottom of Highworth.

I managed to get a quick photo and | wanted
to share it!

Steph Bath
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LAN DSCAPES

DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS & PATHS
BLOCK PAVING
FENCING
ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TURFING

GRAVEL

FULLY INSURED

6a Windmill View, Watchfield,
Swindon, SN6 8TR L _A

Tel: 01793 259 677 * Mobile: 07458 920 502

Email: info@lovell-landscapes.couk * www.lovell-landscapes.co.uk
-~
h{gw ¥OU ARE ENTITLED TO A 14 DAY
“ - COOLING OFF PERICD & Ye" 7

Isis Chimney Care

Brush and vac chimney sweep

Certificates issued

ly insured

Bird gL and fitted

Solid fuel a es installed

Call Ali Swainston :

01793 745553 or 07729 834 864
www.isischimneycare.co.uk
Registered with Hetas
Accredited by:
www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

PR\

BT ON\E

Noble Prope!tv@WEmlh Advice

Unlock the money within your home to
help you in retirement

If you're 55 or over and own your own home, you could be
eligible for a Lifetime Mortgage

+ Repay your existing mortgage v Holiday of a lifetime

v’ Home improvement ~* Helping the family

Get in contact with our advisor today for a non-cbligation phone call to
discuss how he can help you.

lan Noble Cert CIl (MP & ER)
Phone: 07368201057 Email: ian.npwa@gmail.com

THE HIGHWORTH CLINIC

R.B.POPE B.Sc.(0ST), D.O.,M.A.O.
C.S.OPENSHAW D.B.Ch. M.P.S.Pract

Qualified Practitioners, Treating Physical,
Muscular & Chiropody Problems.

For Appointments Tel (01793) 763752

First Floor, 15 Sheep St. Highworth SN6 7AA

e LEAK STOPPER

For all your plumbing maintenance

B i

Work undertaken — Leaking Taps « Central Heating Systems
Moving Radiators « Showers « Blocked Drains « Ball Valves
Cold Water Tanks + Hot Water Cylinders « Bathroom Suites
All Pipe Work... And much more
Competitive Rates - Fast Response - Excellent Customers Service
Reliable - No call out charge - No hidden extras

24 Hour emergency call out Don't wait until it’s too lote

Call Dave - 01367 253012 Email /smithytalf@gmail.com
Mobile - 07852 558759 Web Site /www.plumber-leak-stopper.co.uk

Down to Earth

Garden Maintenance Ltd
Grass Cutting, Planting, Landscaping,
Tree surgery. Paths & Patios laid.
Fences & Walls put up & repaired
Hedges planted & pruned
Mowers sharpened & Serviced.
Rubbish removed.

No Job Too Small; Free Quotes & Estimates
PHONE GORDON & EMMA WHITE

(01285) 810445 or (07971) 668912

General Handyman
Locally based in Highworth

NO JOB TOO SMALL
« Painting & Decorating «

« CeramicTiling - Carpentry «
(Sorry, no gas or electric enquiries)

Call Bob on
07505 255 499

bobfixeditforme52@gmail.com i-—/‘
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Edward Bays Limited

Plumbing & Heating

01793 763790

www.edwardbaysltd.co.uk




~ Extensions

~ Conservatories

/ Orangeries

/ Windows & Doors
v Plumbing & Heating

WINSHAW

REINVENTING HOMES
v Kitchens

/ Bathrooms

v Tiling

v Carpentry

+ General Building

/ Fascia, Soffits & Guttering
/ Fencing & Landscaping

« Painting & Decorating

~ Aids & Adaptations

www.winshawdesignandbuild.co.uk
Info@winshawdesignandbuild.co.uk Call: 01793 634059

“'.-\,:_.;F VISITOR INFORMATION
i, & CRAFT CENTRE
Pop in for

A goodp uali

~ = arts and crafts

HIGHWORTH

7 High Street
Highworth
'SN6 7BE

* "MARTIN -~

07971 666001

Fully qualified with 30 years experience.

Interior & Exterior work undertaken.
Prompt, friendly and reliable service.
Call Steve on: 07955 921 355
or01793 764853
Painter. & Decorator

Lae 1984

L

mindset performance

Personal life and Mindset coaching
First Aid for Mental Health courses

JL mindset performance.co.uk

07947 808675

RES

« No call out charge

All Plumbing & Heating
» Repairs, Maintenance
» Upgrades

« Bathroom Installations

Call or email today to discuss your needs
and receive a free estimate!

01793764815 07711327585

enquiries @rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk
www.rowlandsenergysolutions.co.uk  Highworth SN6 TAU

FROM PATIOS TO
GARAGE / LOFT CONVERSIONS
Fencing, Flooring, Wood/Tile, Kitchens

Windows, Doors, Wood/UPVC,
Gardens, Painting/Decorating

Call Dave: 30 yrs professional experience

01793 762314/ 07714770374

www.topofthetrees.co.uk' _



St Michael’s Church

The Church remains open daily for private
individual prayer. All activities in Church are
subject to change in line with Government
guidelines.

In accordance with current Government
guidelines face coverings must be worn in
Church. Hygiene and social distancing guidelines
must be adhered to. Hand sanitizer is located in
the South Porch for use on entering and exiting
the Church.

10.15am Sunday Service:

The 10.15am Sunday Service is being held in
Church and streamed live. Please contact the
Church office to book a seat at the service.

The live service can be found at
www.twitch.tv/stmichaelshighworth

Service sheets, summaries, prayers and blessings
can all be found on the Church website.

Other Services
Sunday 13th June at 3pm. The 3 — Family Service

Wednesday 16th June at 11am.
Midweek Church Holy Communion Service

Youth Worship every Sunday at 7pm.

(term time only)

Prayers

Tuesday Prayers are held every Tuesday morning
at 9.30am.

Friday Blessings are held every Friday morning at
9.15am.

Remembering the recently bereaved:

Margaret Hobbs

Fredrick Millwall

Mary Gadd

Kenneth Watts

Eileen Head

29/6/2021

With thanks to all those who have sponsored
the floodlighting of St Michael’s Church

Eric Ryder: Remembering and missing a dearly loved Dad and Bamp. Forever in our hearts.

10/3/2021
Love from Janice & Pas, Louisa & Chris, Pep & Amy xxxx
12/04/2021 In memory of Steve Pope. A good friend and our Best Man. Pete and Denny xx
21/04/2021  Cyril Knight, 16 years Dad since you passed away. Miss you & think of you every day.
Love you lots, Lyn, Ruth, Patrick & all of your family xxxx
25/4/2021 Frank Dean: On this 16th anniversary. Miss you more each day, always with us.
Jean, Beverley, Sharon & families xx
28/04/2021  Ivy Ponting - Remembering a dearly loved Mum, Nan and Great Nanny, Shirley and family

19-21/6/2021 In memory of Gordon and Tim. Missing you both so very much. Trish, Tanya, Ben & Claire

Gordon, forever in our hearts, loved and missed. Sue, Liz, Hannah and Alex

To sponsor the floodlighting, please collect a form from the Church or from the Lighthouse Bookshop,
or fill in the electronic form at www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk If your dedication misses the copy
deadline it will always appear in a later edition.

Please send all church lighting requests to St Michael’s church office, Vicarage Lane.
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Prospect Hospice

—

BeGambleAware org
Players must be 16 years or over

Prospect Hospice is licenced by the
Gambling Commission under the Gambling Act 2005

Prospect Hospice Ltd. Registered Charity No. 280093

' M.J DOWELL LANDSCAPING &

BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1993

FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE
SERVICE INCLUDING..

« ALL TYPES OF DRIVEWAYS
. PATIOS
. FENCING
. TURFING
% . SHED BASES

. FOUNDATIONS & BRICKWORK
. DRAINAGE/CONCRETING
« ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORKS

FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

CALL 01367 243053 MOB 07767 241301
EMAIL: INFO.DOWELLLANDSCAPING @ GMAIL.COM

f

FIND US: @VJDOWELLLANDSCAPINGANDBUILDINGSERVICES

Wedding | Engagement rings
Gold . Silver . Diamonds . Pearls
Amber . Semi-Precious Stones
Made-to-Measure pieces
We cater for all budgets
Repairs - On-Site Workshop
Buy Gold for Cash - Top Prices Paid

[0am - 4.30pm ~
T: 01367 244615 Orafrw
4A Market Place JEWELLERS
Faringdon, Oxon SN7 THL

faringdonjewellers.com

VISIONVISIT

Eye Test at Home?

I Asalocal family run mobile optician,
VisionVisit can come fo you for your eye
test. Qur fully qualified optometrist uses

the latest eye test equipment to give you a
precise prescription and thorough health
assessment. Not only that, but the test 15 free
with no call out, if you are covered by the
NHS. We have a wide range of glasses, from
budget to designer, delivered and fitted in
vour own home.

So if you struggle to get to your local
optician or would just prefer a test
within the comfort of your own home,
call us now or visit our website for

more details.

-
1793 232 588

E:____

www.visionvisit.co.uk 0
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The Bridge Centre: here to support you

Do you need help with something and are not
sure which way to turn? The Bridge Centre on
Sheep Street exists for this very reason! With
Christians Against Poverty Debt Advice Centre,
Swindon Food Collective (Food Bank), Benefits
Guidance and a range of sessions for people of
all ages, there’s something for everyone.

But The Bridge Centre is much more than a
service provider. Our volunteers offer a listening
ear and a friendly face too and we would love to
get to know you. Rooted in our Christian faith,
we want to show the love and the kindness of
Jesus to everyone who walks through the door.
We want you to know that you are welcome, no

matter what your background or life experience.
We've invested significantly in becoming
COVID-19-secure so we can keep serving our
community safely.

Why not call in and say hello? As social
restrictions hopefully lift at the end of this
month, our new drop in times will be from
11am-1pm Monday to Friday. If you need help
with something specific, then pop your head
round the door anytime, call us 01793 765060 or
email bridge@highworthchurch.co.uk.

We'd love to meet you and we're happy to help.

Jon Hares

Highworth Churches Information

Hope for Highworth:

Email your personal needs or concerns to
churchispraying@gmail.com and the church will
pray for you.

Saturday Prayers:

At 12noon every Saturday until the end of the
crisis we will all pray together for the town and
the nation. Everyone who is a part of the
Highworth Churches will do this wherever they
are, many outside, and anyone is free to join in
where they are as we consistently pray for hope,
wisdom, healing and an end to the troubles.

VIRTUAL CHURCH SERVICES:

St Michael’s Church Services:

The 10.15am Sunday Service can be watched live
at www.twitch.tv/stmichaelshighworth or by
clicking on the service link on the Church website
at www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk.

Service sheets, summaries, prayers and blessings
can all be found on the Church website.

Roman Catholic Church:

You can watch a daily Mass live from Clifton
Cathedral at 9.30am using this link
https://www.churchservices.tv/cliftoncathedral/em
bed#tab-player

Highworth Methodist Church:

We are streaming a live Zoom service every
Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. If you wish to take
part, please email
highworthmethodistchurch@gmail.com for the
login details.

Rev David presents an online service which is
available to watch on YouTube at
http://bit.ly/2LplZB7. A new video is posted at
10.30am for each Sunday while we are unable to
meet together. All previous services are also
available to watch.

United Reform Church

There is a full list of URC churches offering live
and recorded services at https://urc.org.uk/latest-
news/3385-coronavirus-worshipping-digitally

Highworth Community Church

We are currently streaming every Sunday and
Wednesday 11am and 7pm respectively.

All the details, content and more can be found
on our YouTube Channel (type Highworth
Community Church into the search) or via our
website: highworthcommunitychurch.org

We are planning to have in person services in the
Parish Church at 4pm over the Summer.

32 www.highworthlink.co.uk



AN Y. 2 % 5 T O O N \\\\

YYY /3

\ B ri d ge Ce ntre 8 Sheep Street, Highworth ® 01793 765060

www.highworthcommunitychurch.org/the-bridge \

\ We're here to help \
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Highworth Church contacts

St Michael’s and All Angels Vicar: Rev Geoff Sowden T: 01793 765554

St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church Priest: Fr Michael McAndrew T: 01793 535089
Highworth Methodist Church Minister: Rev Rachael Wilson T: 01793 764330
United Reformed Church Minister: Rev Robert Jordan T: 01793 513039
Community Church Leader: Matt Ford T: 07712 521046
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From our MP

As Spring ends and the days draw out into
(hopefully!) a warm hazy summer, it is a great
opportunity to get out into the garden; whether
it is mowing the lawn, cleaning the patio or
tending the flowerbeds.

Maintaining a garden is not easy. As Kipling
observed, “gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh,
how beautiful,” and sitting in the shade.”
However, the joy and peace of mind that being
in nature brings is immensely beneficial to our
mental health, especially over the past year when
it could have been easy to feel cooped up during
the pandemic.

In and around Swindon, we are fortunate to
have access to some beautiful open spaces as
well as the fields and countryside around
Highworth. In addition to this, there are some
amazing community gardening projects such as
Twigs garden at Cheney Manor and Every Cloud’s

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

Professional Tree Surgeons

‘(_._.uﬁm b JUBLE B

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

“ Pruning and Shaping
* Felling and Removal
“ Hedge Cutting

“ Stump Grinding

* Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Callllan Walding iv.cHort /N0 Ab)

01793 790210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk
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tearoom & garden at Stanton Park. Both of these
fantastic charities provide vital support to people
struggling with their mental health, offering
them a peaceful space to relax and take their
mind off their worries.

I am always happy to support them and will be
visiting Twigs as they re-open again as part of
national mental health week. After such a
difficult year, taking care of our mental health
has never been more important.

With people unable to see family, or having to
shield or self-isolate, it has been easy for people
to feel isolated and alone. Further to this, a huge
amount of anxiety would have been felt as the
pandemic unfolded. Community spirit has never
been more important, supporting our neighbours
and community has been vital.

I am delighted that we are having more open
and honest discussions around mental health and

FULLY FITTED

ROLLER
GARAGE

DOORS
“EROH:=:

WHATS INCLUDED: s (€

Made To Measure...
ACOUSTIC & THERMAL

INSULATION
TWO REMOTE CONTROLS

EXPERT MEASURING &
FITTING

24 COLOURS AVAILABLE

GAROLLA
ROLLER
SHUTTER
DOORS

www.garolls.co.uk

ROLLER GARAGE DOORS

Garolla can save a lot of space inside
your garage. Rolls up vertically into
a box. Takes only 8 inches of head-
room! Opens vertically so you can
park up close to the door. Remotely
open/close the garage even from
inside your car.

CALL US TODAY
Phone:

01793 205 084
Mobile:

07537 149 128




that stigma around the issues has decreased
significantly; initiatives such as national mental

health awareness certainly play a key part in this. |

hope that we can continue to build on this and
encourage more people to speak out on the
subject and support each other. In particular we

must continue to utilise our fantastic open spaces

to help improve our physical & mental health.

MPs Office, First Floor, Customer Service Hub,
Orbital Shopping Park, Swindon SN25 4AN
T: 01793 533393

W: www.justintomlinson.com

E: Justin.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
Facebook.com/justintomlinsonofficial
Twitter @JustinTomlinson
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Highworth Forget-Me-Not Café
Spring into Summer Zooms!
We would like to invite you to our Spring Zoom Café Sessions.

We will get together online with live Café sessions and will be meeting
on the last Thursday of each month from 2.30-4.00pm via Zoom.
(please email us by the Tuesday before, to book your place)

Zoom links will be sent out prior to each session and if you need any help setting up
Zoom on your device do let us know and we'll try and help get you connected.

s fOLY WS
PleaseJ?T 5 30pm - 4.00pm

Thursday 29th April
Thursday 27th May
Thursday 24th June

We'd love to see you this Spring and help bring the café to you!

We want to bring you ongaing suppert and encouragement, fun, laughter, music, quizzes
and most of all a smile to brighten your day!

For more details please email Kevin at forgetmenot. highworth@gmail.com
orcallRuth on 07970543423 [ Facetook

@Homelnstead  %a_ Dementia R Dental ‘,P
Fuadepounnt WP Loy 5

HIGHWORTH TOWN COUNCILLORS

Council Offices, 3 Gilberts Lane, Highworth SN6 7FB
Tel. 01793 762377 / 763511

TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN
Richard Williams, 7 Park Avenue SN6 7AW
01793 763514 Mob: 07789 781151
richard.williams@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

DEPUTY MAYOR & VICE-CHAIRMAN
Julie Murphy, Rosedene, Inglesham SN6 7RA
Mob: 07803 602568 Mob: 07803 602568
julie.murphy@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Kim Barber, Stable House, Eastrop, Highworth SN6 7AT
Mob: 07881 922861 kim.barber@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Julia Hazel Bishop, Sandstone, 37 Fitzgerold Avenue SN6 7))
01793 762807 Mob: 07773 045270 alanandjuliab@outlook.com

Alan John Bishop, Sandstone, 37 Fitzgerold Avenue SN6 7JJ
01793 762807 Mob: 07773 045270
alanandjuliab@outlook.com

Gerry Evans, 1 St Michaels Avenue, SN6 7JZ
01793 764236 gerry.evans@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Nick Gardiner, 12 Coffin Close, Westrop SN6 7HA
01793 226337 Mob: 07392 871243
nick.gardiner@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
Paul Newton-Smith, 41 The Dormers SN6 7NZ

01793 764575 Mob: 07939 467907
paul.newton-smith@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Graeme Olley, 97 Eastrop SN6 7PP
Work: 01793 763700 graeme.olley@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Maureen Penny, Squires Court SN6 7FH
07787 977884 maureen.penny@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Keith Smith, Flat, 35 High Street SN6 7AQ
07836 382827 keith.smith@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Kenneth Saunders, 343 Windrush SN6 7EF
01793 763071 Mob: 07968 640136
ken.saunders@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Lynn Vardy, Old School House, Eastrop SN6 7AT 01793 762521

Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close, SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
steve.weisinger@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

Simon Wolfensohn, 34 Shrivenham Road SN6 7QQ

01793 763279 Mob: 07736 082552 Work: 01793 765335
simon.wolfensohn@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Alan John Bishop, Sandstone, 37 Fitzgerold Avenue SN6 7JJ
01793 762807 Mob: 07773 045270

Maureen Penny, Squires Court SN6 7FH
01793 861862 mpenny@swindon.gov.uk

Steve Weisinger, 8 Barra Close, SN6 7HX
01793 764668 Mob: 07791 122843
sweisinger@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
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If you have a business story email: editor@highworthlink.co.uk

Andrews Quality Meats

“We’'re still open, 8am-3pm. We’re continuing
our deliveries which were popular over lockdown
and have a new, online shop:
https:/iwww.andrewsqualitymeatsitd.co.uk.

“We‘ve been here over 26 years and you get to
know people in that time so when they don’t
come in, you do notice! We’re seeing customers
we haven'’t seen since February or March last
year and it’s really nice to see people again.”

Bloomfields

“As a food retailer we’ve been lucky to remain
open. Before the first lockdown, we decided to
offer essential supplies alongside our usual food
and drink and were able to supply the
community when supermarket shelves were
empty.

Highworth is open!

It's been a tough year for small businesses, and we’re
delighted to see much of Highworth open up again,
ready to welcome you back with open arms. There’s
never been a better time to support local. We asked a
few businesses for their thoughts:

“We supplied lunches to local schools and in
April we started a home service to those
isolating. We have managed to survive as a
business because of the support from our lovely
customers, the dedication of our amazing staff,
our flexibility and of course, lots of hard work.

“Thank you for shopping local and supporting
us.”

i

AR & BEAUTY

STYLISTS: TERESA & KERRY
BEAUTICIAN: NAJWA

01793 762 929

35 High St., Highworth, SN6 7HL

Headlines Hair and Beauty

“We're open again and very pleased to be back.
It’s been full on and so lovely to see everyone!
We would like to say a big thankyou to all our
clients for their continued support.”

Highworth Emporium

“The third lockdown was definitely the toughest,
so we decided to come back in style and
decorate the shop with a rainbow balloon
garland.

www.highworthlink.co.uk



“We’d like to thank all our customers who have
visited since we reopened for their continued
support.”

00 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 00 000

The Freke Arms

“By the time you read this we’ll be open, and if
you haven't visited yet you can expect some big
changes! We have decorated the whole pub and
the big news is that we’re going to be open as a
grill house; ‘The Grill on the Hill’. We're very
excited.

“The new signage is currently being made, and
of course we’ll have a new menu, featuring all
our popular classics alongside an extended steak
and grill options.

“We are fully open now and we still operate our
website (www.highworthemporium.co.uk) for “We’ve missed all our regulars and are excited
‘click and collect’ and home delivery. We cannot about meeting new ones!”
thankourcustomersenoughforallthehelpand ©0000000000000000000000000000000 00

support we received during lockdown and we’re e .

looking forward to welcoming you back at the Visit nghworth
Emporium. Rest assured, we have all safety
measures in place to make your shopping
experience pleasant and safe.”

The Saracens Head

“We‘ve been busy making the outside space
great; a new marquee to cover our outside
courtyard, new heaters and card machines that
can reach outside. We're offering full outside
service, food and drink (see times on our
Facebook page) and we’re looking forward to
hopefully opening inside by the time you read “We re-opened our doors in April and, if we
this, as well as showing the Euros in June. haven't seen you yet, look forward to welcoming
- you with an abundance of new local arts and
crafts to peruse. We are very pleased to welcome
Marlborough bronze Sculptor Patrick Bull who is
inspired by nature. Pop in and see his wonderful
craftsmanship.

“We are pleased to announce that, with the help
of Paul Moore and Robin Clegg, we have
reproduced the ‘Walks around Highworth’
displayed on the podium board into a booklet,
this can now be purchased from the Visitor
Centre for £4.

“Guided Town Tour walks, arts and craft
workshops and evening talks will take place from
July for a nominal fee. The Museum will
hopefully have opened at the end of May.”
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Dandelion

Making money make sense for you

M Investments, Pensions & Inheritance Tax
planning
B Mortgages / Remortgages*/ Equity Release

LGl I Life Insurance / Income Protection
&Andy Carter | will writing and LPAS (via a separate Company)
32 High Street, ’ fyou d
Highworth,
SNE TAQ poid g £69 ’
WIWEER E: office@dandelionfinancial.co.uk
YGCRAEEN W: www.dandelionfinancial.co.uk

GODWIN
CONSTRUCTION

e Extensions e Alterations e Conversions
© Renovations ® Maintenance e Repairs
o Groundworks e Natural Stonework Specialists
® Brickwork e Free Estimates
e All aspects of building undertaken
® New Builds ® Quality Workmanship
Tel/Fax: 01793 574856

Checkatrade.com  pgp: 07808 928330
kwww-godwinconstruction.cn.uk )

COTSWOLD
BOAT HIRE

\qst.ﬂﬂa} We offer small ele powered boats & cruisers
W
= J B for 2-4 hours & I motor cruisers for

full d: Ay hires. (Max 6 people per boat at present)

\W ve been offering our boat hires from the Trout Inn for 30 years and stll
work closely with them. This season you MUST prebook — by phone or online.

Typically you'll now collect your craft from out boatyard at Buscot, Brandy Island,

so we can offer you a socially distanced handover and still show you what to do at the locks!
WE ARE OPEN from APRIL to OCTOBER, adbering to Covid regulations - ring if unsure
For More Boat Hire Information check out our website, phone us or drop us an email.
We also offer private and visitor moorings at our own Brandy Island site at Buscot & Boat sales,
Marine services and Winter storage — contact the office for details.
Telephone number: 01793 727083 Wel
Mobile: 0794 7993784  Email: info@cols

w.colswoldboat .co.uk
woldboal.couk

To advertise in
The Highworth Link

call 01793 764768
deb.hodgson@tiscali.co.uk

\. J

Keeping it in the family

Financial planning firm Dandelion Financial is
keeping it in the family by welcoming the
director’s son into the business.

Mortgage specialist Ben Watch has joined
Dandelion Financial, run by his mother Sarah
Watch and business partner Andy Carter, after
spending more than four years as a mortgage
advisor in Bath.

Ben is the third generation of his family to work
in financial planning. Sarah’s father worked for
the Prudential and two of her brothers are
financial advisors.

At Dandelion Financial, he will offer mortgage
advice as well as advise clients on life and critical
iliness cover and income protection. He'll also
have a paraplanning role and is currently working
towards his qualifications to become a financial
advisor.

Sarah and Andy have been providing
independent financial advice in Highworth for
more than 15 years - seven of these at
Dandelion’s High Street offices.

For further information visit
www.dandelionfinancial.co.uk
or T: 01793 765153.

Mortgage specialist Ben Watch
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CARDS JGIFTS &4 HOME

HIGHWORTH EMPORIUM

CARDS & GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

WWW. HIGHWORTHEMPORIUM.CO.UK

ii
| bos i

HIGHWORTH EMPORIUM, 46 HIGH STREET
HIGHWORTH, SN6 7AQ TEL.01793 763 675
hello@highworthemporium.co.uk
www.highworthemporium.co.uk
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If you have a story please email editorathighworthlinkg13@gmail.com

LECHLADE

Lechlade Collectors Club

It is with a heavy heart that the Committee had
to take the decision to cancel the Rally for a
second year. This decision was not taken lightly,
but despite the new vaccine rollout, the
pandemic continues to impact all those that we
care about: our family and friends, our Rally
Family; Exhibitors, Members, Stall holders,
Marshals, Helpers, Caterers, Entertainers and the
Public who come along to enjoy the Rally.

We are now planning and looking forward to
our 8th Lechlade Annual Vintage Rally & Country
Show in 2022. All Exhibitors and Stall holders
that attended in 2019 (our last rally) will receive
a booking form in January 2022 and we look
forward to welcoming everyone to our site at
Clanfield next May.

Margaret Gruber, on behalf of
the Lechlade Rally Committee

Working for Wellbeing

Working for Wellbeing is
a new charity covering
Lechlade, Fairford
and the
surrounding area.
Its main aims are to
connect those in
need with local For
organisations that .
cag help them, to We"belng
assist in the setting up of

activities to foster a sense of
community and reduce isolation and loneliness,
and to provide education for health and well-
being.

24
O
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The idea for the new charity evolved from a local
Patient Participation Group. Founder John Read
explained: “It was very apparent that many
people visiting the surgery were suffering with
loneliness or stress. We started to look for better
ways to address these issues and came across an
experiment in Frome for ‘social prescribing’. Dr
Helen Kingston, who pioneered the experiment,
recognized the need to address the needs of
patients which lay behind their medical issues.

She set up a database of local services and
support groups and then referred each patient
to those groups which were best able to help
with financial, social and lifestyle issues. The end
result was that the local hospital saw a large
drop in its admissions to A&E.”

Recognizing that such an initiative could ease
pressure on the Doctors’ surgery and improve
people’s wellbeing, the Participation Group
invited organisers from Frome to make a
presentation about their experiment. This was
enthusiastically received and a working party
was set up to see how the lessons from Frome
might be applied to the Fairford and Lechlade
areas. After several months work and advice
from Cotswold District Council and the
Gloucestershire Rural Committee Council, it was
decided to form a charity to attract funding to
employ a Wellbeing Coordinator.

“Despite Covid, we have been very busy
finalizing our charitable status application,” John
explained. “It hasn't been an easy road. We have
had to do a great deal of work to ensure that
we have the right policies and procedures in
place, for example, data protection and
safeguarding, and that we have a properly
constituted board of trustees and secretarial and
financial systems. But we have had a good
response from our communities with many
volunteers, including representatives from the
Town Council and Churches, putting themselves
forward to help set these up. | am particularly
grateful to the former Chief Executive of the
Cirencester CHURN project who has given us
invaluable advice.

“We have secured £20,000 from Gloucester
County Council to employ a Wellbeing
Coordinator for 20 hours a week to help support
our Social Prescriber in signposting clients to the
help they need. Our Community Café in Fairford
Community Centre will open as soon as Covid
restrictions lift and we shall also be partnering
with Lechlade Baptist Church to provide the
same opportunity to socialise at their Beans
Café.”

The group are also in the process of setting up
social media accounts and hope to use this
platform to promote and encourage
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‘neighbourliness’ among the community. “Covid
has been a chance for people to give their time
to help others,” John added. “And many of the
volunteers | have spoken to are keen to continue
volunteering in the future. We are hoping to use
social media to connect volunteers to people who
are vulnerable and isolated and who are in need
of someone to help out in the garden or walk the
dog a couple of times a week, or just have
someone to talk to. We will also be encouraging
people to contact us about their financial or
social problems so we can put them in touch with
the help they need.”

If you would like to know more about Working
for Wellbeing please contact:
robertjohnread@me.com.

Sarah Gardiner

SHRIVENHAM

Shrivenham Golf Club

It has been great to see players out on the course.
We have all been thankful to our green-keeping
team for keeping the course in such good
condition and we have observed several small
improvements. The old buggy shed has been
renewed and the buggies upgraded. A new fence
is being erected by the first tee. Competitions
have been taking place. It is great that we have
taken on so many new members and we wish
them every success during their time with us. We
aim to give reasonable golf at very competitive
prices. We look forward to the restrictions being
lifted by late June and a return to clubhouse
social events.

In July it is hoped to have a book sale. Mixed
competitions will also restart. Notices will appear
in the clubhouse windows. Social putting is
resuming on the last Friday of the month. It is
ideal for those who only want to or are only able
to walk a short distance. You play on our putting
green wearing flat soled shoes and play 9 holes.
All equipment will be sanitised and only 4 people
on the green at any time. £2 per person per
session including a drink and biscuit. Dates are up
and are as follows:

May 28th, June11th, July 2nd and 30th,
August 13th and 27th.
Competition results so far are:

Edwin Rose won the senior April Medal with a
nett 69 playing off 29 and second place was

HIGHWORTH
PAVING SERVICES LTD
Specialists in: = BRADSTONAESQM

Block Paving, Drives, Patios, Paths,
Garden Walls, Turf Laying & Fencing

Over 25 years experience! - Call Craig on

01367 358356 or Mob: 07707 732375

www.highworthpavingservices.com

[‘_C(?a//moom :7’;'/1’1}'(39 & .S/TZ'J?g\

Bathrooms, En-Suites, Cloakrooms,
Power Showers, All Wall & Floor Tiling
Free Estimates & Advice

Fora ﬁ'ffﬂd)"y. reliable and efficient service call:

01793 765063 (Mobile: 07767 663560)
\:Iudy Belcher, 60 Queens Road, Hannington, Swindon SN6 75X

WP Gardens & Landscapes
- friendly local service -

wpgardens.co.uk 07783 643319

info@wpgardens.co.uk
“It all looks brilliant.”

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Alison Talbert....

Tax Returns, Company Accounts,

Book-keeping, Payroll and Excel Help
0789 4659880 (.,

01793 764106 (Eve)

email: alison.talbert@actaservices.co.uk
www.actaservices.co.uk

touching hearts, changing lives

e ICAEW
W CHARTERED
= ACCOUNTANTS

Highworth Bowls Club | Fairford Community Ctr | Blunsdon Village Hall
Swindon Rd., Highwarth SN6 75) High 5t., Fairford GL7 4AF Contact CarrieAnne
(cntmlu 0}‘815 838944 (cnta(t]o 0?815 83894-4 0?864 839320

I " BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL I
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Arthur Brinkley with a nett 72 off a 17 handicap.
The ladies Thursday medal was won by Kaye who
accomplished a round of 72 playing off 29; the
Ladies Sunday Medal was won by Molly Garrett
with an amazing score of 63 off a handicap of 37
and reducing to 33. The Granny Cup was won by
Kaye scoring 36 stableford points, in second
place was Denise with 31 stableford points.

The junior girls have been playing as well. The
BB and O championships were held at
Badgemore Golf club near Henley and Amelia
played. The Oxfordshire championship is being
held at Henley golf club at the start of June. The
county playdays have started at Kirtlington golf
club. More details for county golf for ladies and
girls can be found on the Olga website.

Carole cleefairways57@yahoo.co.uk

Shrivenham Cricket Club

What is there to say or tell; very little over the
past few months? Actually, things are now
‘looking-up’ as sport in general is now allowed as
we ease out (with provisos) of COVID-19
restrictions. There is still, at the time of writing,
the constrictive travel regulations where car
sharing is not allowed which creates a major
problem if a player(s) has not got access to a
vehicle. Being positive though, we are allowed to
engage in the sport we love. After only one
game in the whole of the 2020 season, for the
2021 season we are already ‘in business’.

Our first friendly match was on Saturday 17th
April away at Sevenhampton to United Churches
(who are in Division 2). A chance to recall our
skills after so long and the weather was very
kind to us. United Churches won the toss and
decided to bat first. They made a pretty good job
of it too with a score of 230 for six wickets with
Shrivenham using seven bowlers. We started well
enough with Keith Alvey top scoring with 67

(retired not out) but could only get to 177 for 7
and so registered our first loss of the season!
(losing by 53 runs).

On Saturday 24th we were again away in a
‘friendly’ (as opposed to a league match) at
Lechlade. This time we won the toss and chose to
bat posting a total of 153 despite losing our
opener (who shall not be named!) first ball of
the game. Despite losing two early wickets,
Lechlade powered to 154 for 4 and so another
loss, this time by 6 wickets.

Next, we have our first match ever in the
Wiltshire Cricket League Division 6 on Saturday
1st May, away to Bathford.

Those of you who venture out and about in the
village will no doubt have noticed that work has
commenced on the building of the new and
much-needed Sports Pavilion after we (the
cricket club) removed the cricket nets to facilitate
the work.

Julian Stevens

SOUTH MARSTON
South Marston Gardening Club

Our next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Monday
5th July with Medical Herbalist Lyn Blythe.

Medical herbalists use plant medicines such as
sage, thyme, rosemary, echinacea and St. John’s
wort to address a wide range of illnesses,
including long-term complaints. This traditional
use is increasingly supported by scientific
research. Herbalists carefully select a
combination of herbs tailored to the individual.
These herbal medicines can be used safely in all
age groups, and are often used alongside
medication from the GP.

There are times when orthodox medications or
surgery are essential. However, at other times,

Hip us survive Covid:-19'

www.prospect-hospice.net/donate CLICK HERE TO DONATE

Prospect

Thank you to

IMAGINE
CRUISING

who have kindly covered
all costs for this appeal

5 [e——
SJ Fi r\,r\}:msus\-:;
v REGULATOR
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there is often
another way. By
careful
consideration of
the cause of
symptoms and
illness, it is
frequently
possible to
improve health.
The use of
herbs, many of
which have
been part of
our diet for
generations,
offers a well-
tolerated and
safe alternative
or addition to more modern treatment
strategies.

Herbalist Lyn Blythe

Come along and learn about these medicinal
uses from the plants in your garden. Many well-
known plants just outside our back door have

DO YOU HAVE A BICYCLE
YOU NO LONGER WANT?

WOULD YOU CONSIDER
DONATING IT?

DD

For four years we have been collecting unwanted adult
bikes, no matter their condition, to fix up and distribute

to asylum seekers at The Harbour Project’in Swindon.

www.harbourproject.org.uk
If you have a bicycle collecting dust, eveniifitisina

poor state, we will be happy to arrange to collect it from

you at your convenience. Ifit cannot be repaired, we

will use it for spare parts.
The men and women who have already received
bicycles have beenincredibly grateful, but there are
many more we would like to help.

Pleasering Richard on

01367 850233

toarrangea collection. Thank you

been used for generations as remedies for a
multitude of ailments and which have been used
to aid memory, settle an upset stomach, fight
infection, heal wounds, calm “nerves”, help a
headache or promote sleep. There will be time
for questions too!

Lyn is a qualified Medical Herbalist with clinics in
Swindon and Melksham, Wiltshire. She is a
member of the National Institute of Medical
Herbalists (NIMH) and the College of
Practitioners of Phytotherapy (CPP).

A warm welcome awaits you along with a cup of
tea or coffee and always a slice of cake as well as
an optional raffle. We meet in South Marston
Village Hall from 7.30-9.30pm. Parking is
available on Old Vicarage Lane, next to the
school. £3 entry fee on the door or join the
Gardening Club for £12 (annual membership).

For more information please visit the website:
https://southmarston.org.uk/clubs-
activities/gardening-club/ or contact Angela on:
07789 068340.

O

cirencester
college
abe:

acon college

For an exceptional choice of courses visit

Open Evening

at Cirencester Sixth Form College

Thursday 1July 2021
5pm-8pm

A-levels « Vocational - New T-levels « Apprenticeships
Specialist teaching for 16-19 year olds
Tailored Support « Excellent Results
Huge Enrichment Programme - Subsidised Transport

VISIT BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

For more information and to register online,
visit www.cirencester.ac.uk
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STANTON FITZWARREN
St Leonard’s Parish Church Services
Sunday 6th June: 9.30am Morning Praise.

Sunday 13th June: 11am Family service ‘The road
to Damascus’ in the churchyard if weather allows
or on Zoom. Please check the website or contact
Liz Hillman 01793 762935 for details.

Sunday 20th June: 9.30am Holy Communion.

Sunday 27th June: 9.30am Morning Praise. Our
vicar Rev. Elveen Mead rev.elveen@gmail.com is
keen to get to know as many of us as possible.
She hopes to come to our village for an informal
walkabout from time to time.

The church building can be used for private
prayer or quiet contemplation by arrangement
with Liz and Roger Hillman. Phone 01793 762935
to organise for the building to be left open for
you to visit safely.

nature, working in small sociable, well-tutored
groups and in this way we hope to help boost
people's well-being post-pandemic.

Children’s Hour: Fairies and Flowers Trails. On
Saturday 26th June we will be running another
children’s trail around the theme of fairies and
flowers. The trail will be followed by a drink and
sweet snack from the kiosk in the courtyard and
will include a craft bag to take home. Booking in
advance is essential and all enquiries can be
made on everycloudstanton@outlook.com from
the middle of June. £3 per child for the first two
children, additional siblings free.

The Tea Rooms: The Farmhouse Tea Room will be
open on Sundays throughout June from 12noon-
4pm as a table service. The Kiosk in the
Courtyard will also remain open for the
foreseeable future on Saturdays & Sundays also
from 12noon-4pm as a take-away service. We
hope you will enjoy our new style Tea room

- - ’ = designed to
. a:*

Even in these /r . g% maintain a safe,
now less _ . : | S pleasant
difficult times it 7 & environment
is Stl!| not ~| for customers
possible to be | and volunteers
sure of a?ll alike as we
service times emerge from
and details in lockdown. If

advance. Please
go to
www.stanton
church.info for
updates.

Liz Hillman

Every Cloud at
Stanton Park
Farmhouse

Every Cloud is
delighted to be
planning the re-
commencement
of our public
programme of
art and craft
workshops and
activities from
the 21st June onwards, if the Government'’s road
map remains on schedule. We will warmly
welcome people to come and be creative in a
relaxing and tranquil space, surrounded by

| you are an art
lover you can
be served in the
1 Tea room
‘gallery’ or you
can enjoy the
flowers in the
garden over a
relaxing cuppa
and slice of
cake

PLEASE NOTE:
seating may be
restricted on
occasion by a
combination of
the space

Arts & Crafts at Every Cloud available to us
and demand.

Please visit our Face book page or our website,
www.everycloud artscrafts.com for updates from
the beginning of June.
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Police, Fire, Ambulance Emergency 999
Police Non-Emergency 101
NHS Non-Emergency 11
COVID-19 Test Line Non-Emergency 119
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Electricity Emergency 105
Water Emergency 0800 3169 800
Pest Control Non-Emergency 07789 781151
BUSES DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS SCHOOLS
Stagecoach Swindon 01793 521415 Highworth Surgery 01793 762218 Eastrop Infants 01793 763772
Thamesdown Transport 01793 428400 Elm Tree Surgery, Southfield Junior 01793 762210
Dial-a-Ride 01793 616050 (Shrivenham) 01793 782207 Westrop Primary 01793 762897
Community Transport 01793 617828 Great Western Hospital 01793 604020 Highworth Warneford 01793 762426
Traveline 0871 200 2233
LIBRARY
TAXIS
COLLEGES ’ .
Highworth Library 01793 463500
Cirencester College 01285 640994 v Cars 01793 701701
NeYV College 0808 172 4445 RECREATION
Swindon College 01793 491591 Highworth Rec 01793 762602 TRA.|N5 . N
National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950
LAW & ORDER i
. PHARMACIES Great Western Railways 03457 000125
Crimestoppers 0800 555111 Highworth Pharmac 01793 762220 Disabled and assisted travel 08001 971329
Victim Supportline 0808 16 89 111 9 b y
Action Fraud 0300 123 2030 Home Farm Pharmacy 01793 861392
Jones Graham Pharmacy OTHER SERVICES
COUNCILS (Shrivenham) 01793 783336 Citizens Advice Bureau 08444 994114
Highworth Town Council 01793 762377 Trading Standards (business) 0207 830 6000
Swindon Boro. Council 01793 463000 PRESCHOOLS Trading Standards (consumers) 03454 04 05 06
Streetsmart 01793 445501 Highworth Pre-school 01793 766646 Alcohol and Drug Service 01793 695405
Vorda Pre-School 01793 763668 Pest Control 08000 988652
FIRE SAFETY Westgate Nursery Samaritans 01793 537373
\Home fire safety check 0800 389 7849 School & Créche 01793 861268 Women's Refuge 01793 610610J
PRAYERPLACE h
The churches of Highworth believe that prayer works both on a national and individual level. If you would like us to
pray for something or for you please complete this form and drop it into The Bridge, 8 Sheep Street, Highworth or
the church or church office of your choice. Photocopies are acceptable.
I would like to be known as:
I would like you to pray for:
(Optional) Name
Address
I would like someone to call on me [ ] (Tick if applicable)

" %
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Highworth Churches Together are four churches
united through friendship, faith and a desire
to support and bless our community.

Highworth United

Reformed Church
High Street SN6 7AG

‘We are a Christian church of faithful

people, searching for God's guidance,

trying to follow the way of Jesus.
We are here for you.’

Meets Sundays, 10:45am

bryanelk90@gmail.com
www.highworthurc.org.uk

St Michael’s Parish

Church
Vicarage Lane SN6 7DG

‘A vibrant Anglican church with a
passion to help people on their faith
journey.'

Meets Sundays, 8am and 10:15am

office@stmichaelshighworth.co.uk
www.stmichaelshighworth.co.uk

Highworth Methodist

Church
Vicarage Lane SN6 7DG

‘Our mission is to love, worship and
serve God, whilst individually we aim
to know Him and make Him known."

Meets Sundays, 10:30am and 6pm

highworthmethodistchurch@gmail.com
www. highworthmethodistchurch.org.uk

Highworth Community
Church

Warneford School, Shrivenham Road
SN6 7BZ

‘We love to be together, laugh and
learn together, and serve together.
We are a church with a life full of God
and a heart reaching out to people.’

Meets Sundays, 10:15am

admin@highworthchurch.co.uk
www.highworthcommunitychurch.org
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OPTIPLAN

KITCHENS

BOOK YOUR FREE & EXCLUSIVE
DESIGN CONSULTATION

ONLINE

INTERACTIVE
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